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SIR, 

S there is nothing 

for which the 

Chinese have 

hitherto received 

greater Encomiums than for 

their Skill in the Pulfe, I have 

taken the Liberty of prcfix- 

A 3 ing 
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ing Your Name to this Va- 
lumcj which contains a Tranf- 
lation of one of their own 
Treatifes on this curious Sub- 
je£l : And tho' it requires no 
great Stock of Anatomical 
Knowledge to perceive that 
they build on a very flender 
Foundation, yet it belongs 
to fuch excellent Judges as 
You to determine) Whether 
the Art of Mediciae wiU re- 
ceive any great Advantage 
from this their fo much boatt* 
ed Science or not. 

And 
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And fure no bgacious En- 
quirer into the Secrets of 
Nature can be rationally dif- 
gufted at any thing which is 
pretended to be the Refult 
of Experience? merely be- 
caufe there is an Attempt to 
explain it from Principles re- 
pugnant to his own, or even 
to Truth itfelf: Fpr as the 
ficHpfes of the Luminaries 
were long foretold with a to- 
lerable degree of Certainty, 
bef<M'e the Phyfical Caufes of 
them were difcover'd by that 

A 4 great 
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great Philofopher of our own 
Nation, Sir Isaac Newton; 
fo the Prognofticks from the 
Pulfe may be fufficiently ex- 
a6l, tho' the Knowledge of 
the Chinese in the Struc- 
ture of a Human Body is 
never fo defective : For which 
Reafon their Art, how ilt 
founded foever it may appear, 
may at leaft claim a Right to 
an impartial and candid Exa- 

• / . . . 

r 

mination. 

But let no one fuppofe 
that while I am making this 

Ob, 
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Obfervation I can have the 
leaft Intention of didating to 
You, Sir, for it is very well 
known that your Candour is 
as great as your Knowledge 
is extenfive, and that Defert 
of any kind, tho" never fo 
meanly drels'd> cannot fail of 
gaining a Place in your Efleem. 
And certainly this is not the 
leaft Praife of one who fo 
happily unites the Gentlemauj 
the Scholar and the Phyfician ; 
for if the politeft Behaviour 
join'd to Univerfal Learning 

with- 
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without the Oftentation of 
kf and the moft generous 
Concern for the Welfare of 
our -Fellow-creatures make a 
jnpft amiable Chara<9:er9 no 
one can hefkate in declarir^ 
to whom it belongs. 

I could ky much naorei 
SiRj while you are the Sub- 
Jed, with the greatefl: Juftice, 
and yet all thofe who have 
the Honour to know you 
would free me &pm the Im- 
putation of Flattery, and thofe 
who do not muft hkewife 

do 
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* do the fame when I declare. 
That the Chief Defign of this 
Addrefs is only to teftify the 
great Opinion I have of your 
Merit, and that among your 
numerous Admirers you have 
likewife, 

SIR, 



/ 



Tour mofi bumble 



and moji obedient Servant y 



R. Brookes. 
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A Geo^aphjcalj Hijiorkaly Chronological, Po^ 
Utical and Phyjical Vefcription of the Ertt* 
pre of China, and Chinefe-Tartary, ^c. 

Of the Method the young Chinefc objerve in tbeif 
Studies; of the Jeveral Degrees tbey take^ and 
the various Examinations they undergo to at-* 
tain the Degree of DoBor. 

S R O M the Age of five or fix Years, ac- 

i cprding to the Children's Capacities, and 

I the Care that Parents take of their Edu- 

g cation, the young CUmfi be^n to ftudy 

« the Letters ; but as the Number of the 

Letters is fo great, and without any Ordo" as in Eu- 

rope^ this Study would be very unpleafant if they bad 

not found a way to nnake it a Ibrt of Flay and Amuic- 

ment. 

For this Purpofe about a hundred Charaflers ate 

diofen, which exptefs the moft commop things, and 

which are molt tamiliar to the Sexc&s ; as the Sky, 

Vol. III. B Sun, 
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Sun, Moon, and Man, fome Plants, Animals, a 
Houle, and the moft common Utenfils ; all thefe 
things are engrav'd in a rude manner', and the Cbinefe 
Charadlers fee underneath : Tho' thefe Figures are very 
aukwardly reprefented, yet they quicken the Apprehcn- 
fions of Children, fix their Fancies,' and help their 
Memories. # 

There is this Inconvenience in the Method, that 
Children imbibe an infinite number of Chimerical 
Notions in their moft tenders Years ; for the Sun is 
reprefented by a Cock in a Hoop -, the Moon by a 
Rabbet pounding Rice in a Mortar ; a fort of Demon, 
who holds Lightning in his Hand, nearly like the an- 
cient Reprcfcntation of Jufiter^ ftands for Thunder ; 
the Bonzes and their Miao^ or Pagods are amongft 
thefe Figures, fo that in . a manner the poor Children 
fuck in with their Milk thefe ftrange Whimfies, tho* 
I am informed that this Method is but little in ufe at 
prcfent. 

The next Book they learn is called San tfee king^ 
containing the Duties of Children, and the Method ' 
of teaching them ; it confifts of feveral ftiort Sentences 
of three Characters in Rhyme to help the Memory of 
Children : There is likewifc another, the Sentences 
of which are of four Charaders ; as like wife a Cate- 
chifm made for the Chriftian Children, the Phrafes of 
which are but of four Letters, and which for this rea- 
Ibn is called Ssee tsee king ven. 

After this the Children muft learn, by degrees, all the 
Characters, as the European Children learn our Al- 
phabet, with this difference. That we have but four and 
twenty Letters, and they many thouland : At firft 
they oblige a young Cbinefe to learn four, five, or fix 
in a Day, which he muft repeat to his Mafter twice 
a Day, and if he often miftakes in his LeflTon he is 
chaftifed ; the Punifliment is in this manner : They 
make him get upon a little narrow Bench, on which 
he lies down flat on his Face, whe:^ they give him 

eight 
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eight or ten Blows upon his Drawers with a Stick 
fomething like a Lath : During the time of their Stu- 
dies they keep them fo clofe to their Learning that 
they have very feldom any Vacations, except a Month 
at the beginning of the Year, and five or fix Days 
about the middle of it. 

As ,foon as they can read the Sfee cbu, thefe are the 
four Books which contain the Doftrinc of Congfou * 
tfe'e\ and Ming f tfee\ they are not fuffered to read 
any other till they have got thefe by Heart without 
miffing a Letter ; and what is mod difficult, and lead 
pleafing, is that they muft learn thefe Books without 
underftanding fcarce any thing of them, it being the 
Cuftom not to explain to them- the Senfe of the Cha- 
rafters till they know them perfeftly. 

At the fame time that they learn thefe Letters they 
teach them to ufe the Pencil ; at firfl: they give them 
great Sheets, written or printed in large red Cha- 
rafters ; the Children do nothing but cover with their 
Pencils the red Strokes with Black to teach them to 
make the Stroke^. 

When they have learnt to make them in this man- 
ner they give them others, which are black and lefs, 
and laying upon thefe Sheets another white Sheet, 
which is tranfparent, they draw the Letters upon this 
Paper in the Shape of thofe which are underneath ; 
but they oftner ufe a Board varj^ifh'd white, and di- 
vided into little Squares, which, make different Lines, 
on which they write their Charadters, and which they 
rub out with Water when they have done to fave Paper. 

Finally they take great Care to improve their 
Hands, for it is a great Advantage to the Learned to 
write well ; it is accounted a great Qualification, and 
in the Examination, which is made every three Years 
for the Degrees, they commonly rejedt thofe which 
write ill, efpecially if their Writing is not exaft, un- 

* Confucius. '\ Mencius, 

B ? Icfs 
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lefs they give great Proofs of their Ability in other 
refpefts, either in the Language or in compoling good 
Difcourfes. 

It is reported that a certain Candidate for the De- 
grees having ufed, contrary to order, an Abbrevia- 
tion in writing the Charafter Md^ which fignifies a 
Horfe, had the Mortification of feeing his Compo- 
fition, though excellent, rejefted, and he was obliged 
to bear this piece of Raillery of the Mandarin, That 
a Horfe could not walk well without four Legs. 

When they know Charadtcrs enough for compofing 
they muft learn the Rules of the Ven tchang^ which is 
a Compofition not much unlike thofe forts of Thefes 
which the European Scholars make before they enter 
upon Rhetorick ; but the Ven tcbang muft be more 
difficult, becaufe the Senfe is more confin'd, and the 
Style of it is peculiar ; they give for a Subjeft but one 
Sentence taken out of the Claffick Authors, which 
they call 7i' mouy the thefts ^ and this Thefis is fome-. 
times but one fingle Charafter. 

In order to examine if the Children improve the 
following Method is praftis'd in many places : Twenty 
or Thirty Families, who are all of the fame Name, 
and of confequence have one common Hall of their 
Anceftors, agree to fend their Children together twice 
a Month into this Hall to compofe : Every Head of a 
Family, by turns, gives the Thefis, and provides at 
his own Expence the Dinner for that Day, and takes 
care it be brought into the Hall ; likewife it is he' 
who judges of the Compofitions, and who determines 
which has compofed the beft, and if any one of this 
little Society is abfent on the Day of compofing, with- 
out a fufficient Caufe, his Parents are obliged to pay 
about Twenty-pence, which is a fure means to pre- 
vent their being abfent. 

Befides this Diligence, which is of a private Na- 
ture, and their own Choice, all the Scholars, are 
obliged to compofe together before the inferior Man- 

darin 



China, Chinese-Tart ARY, ^c. 

darin of Letters, called Hio kouan^ which is done at 
leaft twice a Year, once in the Spring, and once in 
the Winter, throughout the whole Empire ; I fay at 
leaft, for befides thcfe two general Examinations, the 
Mandarins of Letters examine them pretty frequent- 
ly to fee what Progrefi they have made in their Stu- 
dies, and to keep them in Exercife. 

It is no wonder that they take fo much pains to 
educate the Youth in a State where they have profefs*d 
Learning for fo many Ages, and where it is preferred 
to all other Advantages whaterer ; there is neither 
City, Town, nor almoft any little Village, in which 
there are not Schoolmafters to inftruft Youth in the 
Sciences ; the wealthier Parents have Tutors for their 
Children, who teach them, accompany them, and 
form their Manners ; they learn them the Ceremonies, 
the manner of Saluting, the Compliments and com- 
mon Civilities, the manner of Vifiting, and, when of 
a proper Age, the Hiftory and Laws of their Coun- 
try : There is an infinite number of thefe Tutors, be^ 
caufe amongft thofe who aim at the Degrees there are 
very few which attain them. 

In the Houfes of Perfons of Quality . the Tutors 
are generally Dodors, or at leaft Licentiates ; in Fa- 
milies of a lower Rank they are Batchelors, who con- 
tinue the courfe of their Studies, and go to the Exa- 
minations to attain the Degree of Dodbr. The Em- 
ployment of a Schoolmafter is accounted honourable, 
the Children's Parents maintain them, make them Pre- 
fents, treat them with a great deal of reipeft, and 
every where give them the upper- hand : Sien feng^ 
our Mafter^ our Doffor, is the Name they give them, 
and their Pupils have the higheft refpeft for them as 
long as they live. 

Although there are no Univerfities in Chinas as in 
Europe^ there is no City of the firft Order which has 
not a great Palace appointed for the Examinations of 
the Graduates, and in i;he Capitals it is much larger. 

B 3 This 
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This is the Defcription which a Miflionary gives of 
the Edifice in the City in which he was, and, as far as 
the Place will permit, they are all built after the fame 
manner. It is inclofed, fays be^ with high Walls, the 
Entrance is magnificent, and before it is a large Square 
a hundred and fifty Paces broad, and planted with 
Trees, having Benches and Seats for the Captains and 
Soldiers, who keep Gentry in the times of Examina- 
tion. 

At firft you come into a great Court, where the 
Mandarins place themfelves with a Corps de Garde^ 
at the end of which there is another Wall with a 
Great Gate ; as foon as you enter there is a Ditch full 
of Water, which you muft pafs over upon a Stone 
Bridge to come to the third Gate ; the Guards which 
ftand here let no body enter without an exprefs Order 
of the Officers. 

As foon as you pafs this Gate you difcover a great 
Square, the Entrance to which is by a very narrow 
Paffagc ; on both fides of this Square are an infinite 
number of little Chambers clofe together four Feet 
and a half in length, and about three and a half in 
breadth, to lodge the Students in. 

Before they enter the Palace to compofe they arc 
fearch'd with the greateft Exaftnefs at the Door, that 
they may not carry in any Books or Writing, not be- 
ing permitted to carry any thing in but Pencils and 
Ink ; if any Fraud were difcover^d the Offenders 
would not only be turn'd back, but very feverely pu- 
nifh'd, arid excluded from the Degrees of Literature ; 
when every body is entered they Ihut up the Gates, 
and the publick Seal is fet upon them ; there are Offi- 
cers of the Tribunal appointed to obfervc every thing 
which pafles, and to hinder them from going out of 
. their Chambers, or fpeaking to one another* 

At the end of the narrow Pafl&ge which I men- 
tioned is a Tower erefted upon four Arches, and 
flank'd with four Turrets, or a fort of round Domes, 

from 
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from which, if they perceive any Pifturbance, they 
immediately beat the Drum to givi notice that the 
Diforder may be remedied. Near this Tower there 
are divers Apartments, and a great Hall well fur- 
nifh'd, in which thofe aflemble who prefide at the 
firft Examination. 

At the going out of this Hall you come into ano- 
ther Court, in which there is another Hall much like 
the firft, but more magnificently furni(h*d, with di- 
vers Apartments for the- Prefidcnt and principal Offi- 
cers; there are alfo Galleries, a Garden, and many 
little Apartments for the Mandarins, Secretaries, and 
inferior Officers ; and laftly every thing which is re- 
quifit^e for commodioufly lodging the Retinue of the 
Examiners, 

When they think the young Students are fit to ap- 
pear at the Examination of the inferior Mandarins 
they fend them thither on a fet Day : For the better 
underftanding of what follows you muft remember 
what has been faid already, namely, that China con- 
tains fifteen great Provinces, ev€iy Province including 
many great Cities which have the Title of Fou ; and 
that many others of the fecond and third Order, which 
they call Tcheou or Hien, are dependent on theft ; all 
thefe Cities of the firft Order have in their Diftrid ^ 
Hie^y and fometimes two, for a Hien is much the 
fame as what we call Bailywick y and it is by the Hien 
that they gather the Taxes, and diftinguifh the Learn- 
ed ; as for Example, they fay Batchelor of fucb a 
Hien. 

Ncverthelefs it muft not be thought that Learning 
flourifhes alike in all the Provinces, there being many 
more Students in fbme than in others. The Manda- 
rin, which is at the Head of a whole Province, is^'call'd 
Fou yuen^ and he that governs a Fou is call*d ^chi 
fou ; they likewife call him Fou tfun^ that is the illu- 
Jirious Perfon of the Fou, or City of the firft Order : 
He who has only the Government of a Hien has the 

B 4 Tklc 
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Title of 5r^' Uen^ or Kten tfun : According to this^ 
Order there are in Kien tchangfou a Tcbifou and two 
Tcbi hietij and in the Capital Fou there is a Fou yuen^ 
that is a Viceroy, fo that the Monarchical Govern-r 
ment is eftablifti'd not only over the whole flmpire,^ 
but in every Province, in every FoUy and in every 
little Hien. 

To return to the Examinations: As foon as the 
young Students are thought capable of paffing the 
Examinations of the Mandarins, they muft begin with 
that of the Tcbi hien in the Jurifdiftion of which they 
arc born -, as for example, in the Diftri6t of Nan 
tcbing bien^ which is in the Jurifdidlion of Kien tchang^ 
fou^ there are more than eight hundred who go to com- 
pofe, before the Tchi bien of this City : This Manda- 
rin gives the Thefis, and examines himfelf, or orders 
to be examined, their Compofitions in his Tribunal, 
pid determines Which is the beft ; of the eight hun- 
dred there are fcarcely fix hundred named ; they fay 
then that they have Hien ming, that is that they are in- 
fcrib*d to the Hien ; there are fome Hien in which the 
Number of Students amounts to fix thoufand. 

Thefe fix hundred muft afterwards appear at the 
Examination of the Tcbi fou of Kien ubangj who 
makes a new Choice ; and of thefe fix hundred there 
are not above four hundred who have Fou ming^ that 
is who are nam'd for the fecond Examination -, hither- 
to they have ho Degree in Literature, therefore they 
are called Tongfeng. 

In every Province there is a Mandarin who comes 
from Peking^ who is but three Years in his Office -, 
he is called Hio tao-^ or in the fineft Provinces Hio 
yuen^ and is generally a Perfon who is fubordinate to 
the great Tribunals of the Empire \ formerly he gave, 
ynderhand, confiderable Prefcnts to be chofen, but the 
preient Erriperor has remedied this Abufe by very fe- 
yere Orders : He muft make two Examinations du- 
ring his three Years, the firft Examination is called 

Som 
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jSoui caoj the fecond Co cao ; for this purpofc he^ is 
pbliged to make a Circuit through all the Fou of the 
Province. 

As foon as the Kto tao arrives in a Fou he goes to 
pays his Refpefts to Confucius^ whom all the Learn- 
ed look upon as the Doftor of the Empire ; then he 
himfclf explains fomePaffages in the Claffick Authors, 
and afterwards ^examines. 

The four hundred T^ong feng of Nan tcbing bten^ 
(and what I fey of this Hien muft be underftood like- 
wife of the reft) who have Fou ming^ go to compofe 
in the Tribunal of the Hio tao with the other Students, 
who come, from all the Hien which are dependant upon 
that Fou ; if die Number of them is very great they 
are divided into two Companies. 

The greatcft Precautions are ufed to prevent the 
Mandarin's knowing the Audiors of the Compofitions, . 
but thefe Precautions are not always fufficient : The 
Hio tao nominates but fifteen Perfbns out of four 
hundred of a Hien ; thofe who are thus nomina- 
ted take the firft Degree, and are therefore faid to en- 
ter into Study Tftn leao hioj and they are called Sieou tfai ; 
they then wear the Formalities, which confift in a blue 
Gown with a black Border all round it, and a Silver 
or Pewter Bird upon the top of their Cap ; they arc 
no more liable to be baftinado*d by the Order of the 
common Mandarins, but have a particular Governor 
who punilhes them if they do amifs. 

Of the fifteen who are nominated moft of them 
are defcrvedly chofcn, tho' fometimcs there is Favour 
Ihewn ; but if this fhould ever appear the Envoy of 
the Court would be ruin'd both in his Reputation and 
Fortune. 

It is much the ' fame with the Tong feng of War ; 
the fame Mandarins who examine for Learning exa- 
mine for . the Army ; thofe who are dcfigned for this 
muft fhew their ability in fhooting with the Bow, and 
Riding, and if they have before applied themfel ves to 

- Exercifes 
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Exercifes, which require a great deal of Strength, they 
muft give Proofs of it by lifting a large Stone, or 
fome heavy Burden ; though this, may be of Service 
to them, yet it is not altogether effential ; and to 
thofe who have made apy Progrels in Learning they 
give certain Problems to be refolved, refpefting In- 
campments and the Stratagems of War, which con- 
tribute to their Preferment -, it is neceflary to know 
that the Warriors have their Claffick Authors as well 
as the Learned, which they alfo call Kingy and were 
compofed purpofcly for their ufe, treating of the Mili- 
tary Difcipline. 

The Hio tao is oblig'd by his Office to make a 
Circuit through his Province, and to aflemble in every 
City of the jfirft Order all the Sieou tfai who are de- 
pendant upon it, where, after being informed of their 
Conduft, he examines their Compofitions, recom- 
penfes thofe who have made any Proficiency in their 
Studies, and puniflies all whom he finds negligent and 
carelefs; fometimes he enters into a Detail, and di- 
vides them into fix Clafles ; the firft contains but a 
few, it being compofed of thofe who have diftin- 
guifh*d themielves, to whom he gives as a Reward a 
^ael and a filk Scarf •, thofe of the fecond Clafs re- 
ceive a filk Scarf and fome fmall Piece of Money ; the 
third is neither rewarded nor punifh'd ; thofe of the 
fourth receive the Baftinado by the Mandarin's Order; 
the fifth lofes the Bird with which the Cap is adorned, 
and are but half Sieou tfai ; thofe which have the Mis- 
fortune to be in the fixth are entirely degraded, but 
this felc^om h^pens : In this Examination one fome- 
times fees a Man of fifty or fixty Years of Age ba- 
ftinado*d, whilft his^n who compofes with him re- 
ceives Applaufe and Rewards ; but in refpeft of the 
Sieou tfau or Batchelors, they do not receive the Ba- 
ftinado for their Compofitions alone, unlefs there be 
alfo fome Complaint made of their ^haviour. 

Every 
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Every Graduate, who docs not come to this Trien- 
nial Examination, runs the Risk of lofing his Title, 
there being but two things which can lawfully cxcufe 
his Abfence, viz. Sicknefs, or Mourning for the 
Death of a Parent : The old Graduates, who upon 
their laft Examination appear to be fuperannuated, 
are for ever after excused from attending thefe Exami- 
nations, however they ftill enjoy all the Honours of 
their Degree. 

To obtain the fccond Degree [Kiu gin] they muft 
pafs a new Examination called T'chu cao^ which is but 
once in three. Years in the Capital of each Province, 
and on which all the Sieou tfat arc obliged to attend. 

Two Mandarins of the Court prefide at this Exa- 
mination, which is made by the great * Officers of the 
Province, and by fome other Mandarins as Affiftants ; 
the firft of the two Mandarins fent from the Court is 
called T'chin tchu cao^ and muft be Han lin^ that is of 
the College of the chief Doctors of the Empire, the 
other is called Fou tchu : In the Province of Kiangfiy 
for inftance, there are at leaft ten thoufand Sieou tfai 
who are obliged to be at this Examination, and who 
fail not to attend. 

Amongft thefc ten thoufand the Number of thofe 
who are nominated, that is who obtain the Degree of 
Kiu gin^ amounts but to threefcore ; their Gown is of 
a dai'k Colour with a blue Border four Fingers broad ; 
the Bird upon the Cap is Gold, or Copper gilt, and 
the Chief of them has the Title of Kai yuen. It is 
not cafy to corrupt the Judges for this Degree, and if 
any Intrigues are carried on with that Defign they 
muft be managed with great Secrecy, and have their 
beginning at Peking. 

When they have obtained this Degree they have 
but one more Step to take to be Doftors ; they muft 
go the next Year to be examined for the Degree of 
Doftor at Peking^ and the Emperor is at the Charge 
of this firft Journey : Thofe who after having once 

pafs'4 
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pafs'd this Examination are contented with being IRu 
gin, cither becaufe they are too far advanced in Years, 
or becaufe they have a moderate Fortune, arc excufed 
from coming any more to this Examination, which is 
made at Peking every three Years. The Kiu gin may 
bear any Office, foraetimes they obtain Employments 
by their Seniority in this Degree, and fome of them 
have been made Viceroys of Provinces ; and as all 
Offices are beftow*d in confideration of the Perfon's 
Merit, a Student, though the Son of a Peafant, has 
as much hope of arriving to the Dignity of Viceroy, 
and even of Minifter of State, as the Children of the 
greateft Perfons of Quality. 

Thefe Kiu gin^ as ibon as they have obtained any 
publick Employment, renounce the Degree of Doftor ; 
but all the Kiu gin, that is Licentiates who are not in 
any Office, go every three- Years to Peking , as I have 
faid before, to be examin'd, and this is called T'be 
Imperial Examination^ for the Emperor himfelf gives 
the Thefis of the Compofitions, and is fuppofed to be 
the Judge of them in this Examination from his At- 
tention, and the cxaft Account which he takes of 
them : The Number of Licentiates who come to this 
Examination amounts very often to five or fix thou- 
sand, and from this Number they advance about three 
hundred to the Degree of Doftor, whofe Compofi- 
tions are judged the beft ; Ibmetimes there have been 
but a hundred and fifty advanced to this Degree. 

The three chief are called Tien tfee men feng^ that 
is the Difciples of the Son of Heaven ; the chief of thefe 
is called Tchoang yuen^ the next Pang yuen, and the 
laft Fan boa : From thefe Doftors the Emperor chuf^ 
a certain Number to whom they give the Title of 
Han liny that is Doctors of the frjl Order ; the other 
are called Tfin fee. 

Whoever can obtain this glorious Tide of fftnfee\ 
either in Literature or in the Army, may look upon 
himfelf as a Man firmly fettled, and needs not fear 

Want;.. 
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Want ; for befides the infinite Number of Prelents, 
which are made him by his Relations and Friends, he 
is in a fair way to be employed in the 'moft important 
Pofts of the Empire, and every body courts his Pro- 
teftion; his Friends and KinsfcSlks eredt in their City 
magnificent Triumphal Arches to his Honour, on 
which they infcribe his Name, the Place where, and 
the Time when he received his Degree. 

The late Emperor Cang hi, towards the latter end 
of his Reign, obferv*d that there were not fo many 
new Books printed as ufually, and that thofe that were 
pubiifhed had not the Merit which he defired for the 
Glory of his Reign, and did not deferve to be tranf- 
mitted to Pofterity; he perceived that thefe chief 
Doftors of the Empire, enjoying quietly their Ranfe 
and Reputation for Learning, neglefted their Studies 
in expeftation of gainful Employments. 

To remedy this Negligence as foon as the Exa- 
mination for Dodbors was ended he refolved, contrary 
to cuftom, to examine himfelf theie chief Doftors 
who were lb proud of being Judges and Examiners of 
other. Perfons ; diis* Examination gave ^rcat Alarm, 
and was follow'd by a Judgment ftill more furprifing, 
for feveral of them were IhamefuUy <iegraded and fent. 
back to their own Provinces ; the dread of fuch ano- 
ther Examination makes thefe Chief of the Learned 
continue their Studies with Diligence. 

The Emperor pridecj himfelf upon this extraordi- 
nary Examination, becaufe one of the moft learned 
Men of the Court, who was employed in examining 
the Compofitions, agreed exaftly with him in his^ 
Judgment, condemning all the fame excepting one. 
Piece which the Mandarin judged of a doubtful 
Merit. . .' '^ 

It appears, from What I have mentioned, th^t the 
Coxnparifon between thefe three Degrees, which diftin-. 
guilh the Learned in ChinUy and the Batchelors, Li* 
centiates, and Doftors of Euroj^e^ is not very juft. 

u Be- 
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1. Bccaufe thefe Names in Europe arc known no 
where but in the Univerfities and Colleges, and that 
Licentiates have no greater Accefs to People of Fa- 
fhion than others ; whereas here thefe three Degrees 
coraprife all the Nobility and polite People of China^ 
and furnifli almoft all the Mandarins, except fomefew 
Tartars. 

2. Becaufe that in Europe they muft have an exten- 
five Knowledge in the fpeculative Sciences, ' and a 
clear Underftanding of Philofophy and Theology to 
be made Doftors, whereas in China they need only 
have Eloquence, and the Knowledge of Hiftory and 
the Laws. 




Of the Religion of tbe Chinefe. 

T^ H E RE are three principal Sefts in thd Empire 
of. China ; the Seft of the Learned, wno follow 
the Dodlrine of the ancient Books, and look upon Con- 
fucius as their Mailer ; that of the Difciples of Lao 
kien^ which is nothing but a Web of Extravagance 
and Impiety ; and that of Idolaters, who worfhip a 
Divinity called Fo., whofe Opinions were tranflated 
from the Indies into China about thirty-two Years af- 
ter the Crucifixion of our Saviour. 

. The firft of thefe Seds only make Profeflion of 
being regular Students, in order to advance thcmfelves 
to the Degrees and Dignities of the Empire on account 
of Merit, Wit, and Learning, proper for the Con- 
duft of Life, and Government of the Empire. 

• The Second has degenerated into a Profeflion of 
Magick and Enchantment ; for the Difciples of this 
Sed boaft of the Secrets of making Gold, and of 



rendring Perfons immortal. 
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The third is nothing but a Heap of Fables and Su- 
perftitions brought from the Indies into dnna^ and 
maintained by the Bonzes, who deceive the People un- 
der the Appearances of falfe Piety -, they have intro- 
duced the Belief of the Tranfmigration of Souls, and 
Eromife more or lefs Happinefs in proportion to the 
Jberality that is Ihewn to themfelves. 

To give fome Notion of thefe different SeAs I fhall 
follow the Order of Time in which they took their Rife, 
and obferve fucceflively their Condition among the 
People. 

And here I (hall relate nothing but what is drawn 
from the Cbinefe Hiftory, or gained from the Memoirs 
of Perfons of Judgment and Sincerity, who have 
fpent the greateft part of their Lives in the Empire 
of Chtna^ and who are become skilful in the Lan- 
guage and Learning of this Nation. 

Herein afting the Part of an Hiftorian in confining 
myfelf to plain Fafts, without entring into Difcuflions 
which have afforded Matter for fo many Volumes, and 
have occafion'd Divifions, whofe Confequences have 
been ' fatal to the Propagation of the Gofpel in this ' 
vaft Empire. 




I 



Of the WoRsiii? of the ancient Chincfe. 

T is a common Opinion, and almoft univerlally 
received among thofe who have fcarched after the 
Original of an Empire fo ancient as China^ that the 
Sons of Noah were feattered abroad in the Eaftern 
Part of Afia -, that fome of the Defcendants of this 
Patriarch' penetrated into Cinna about two hundred 
Years after the Deluge, and laid the Foundation of this 
vaft Monarchy ; that inftrufted by Tradition, con- 
cerning the Grandeur and Power of the fupreme Be- 
ing, 
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ing, they taught their Children, and thro' them their 
numerous Pofterity, to fear and honour the Sovereiga 
Lord of the Univerfe, and to live according to tnci 
Principles of the Law of Nature written in their 
Hearts. 

Of this we find Traces in their ancient and valuaifo 
bk Books, which the Cbinefe call, by way of emi-^ 
ncnoe, The Ftve Volumes^ the Canonical or Claffical 
Books of the higheft Rank, which they look upon as 
the Source of all their Learning and Morality. . 

However thefc Books are not Treatifes of Religion 
|)urpoiely made with a Defign to inftruft the People^ 
for they contain only part of their Hiftory : The Au- 
thors do not attempt to prove what they advance, but 
only draw natural Confequences from Principles al- 
ready allowed, and lay down thefe Opinipns as fun- 
damental Truths on which all the reft are built. 

To fpeak in general it appears that the drift of 
thefe Claffical Books was to maintain Peace and Tran- 
quillity in the State by a Regulation of Manners^ 
and an cxaft Obfervation of the Laws ; for die 
Attainment of which the ancient Chinefe judged two 
things neceflary to be obferved, viz, the Duties of Re- 
ligion, and the Rules of good Government. 

The chief Objcft of their Worfliip is the Supreme 
Being, Lord and chief Sovereign of aU things, which 
theyworlhippcd under the Name di Chang ti^ that 
is Supreme Emperor^ or yi>», which, according to the » 
Chmefe^ fignifies'thc fanie thing j Tien^ fay the Inter- 
preters, is the Sjpirit that prejides in Heaven^ hecaufe 
Heaven is the moft excellent Work produced by the Firfi 
Caufe ; it is taken alfo for the material Heavens, 
but this depends upon the Subjeft to which it is 
applied : The Chinee fay th^M: the Father is the Tien 
of the Family, the Viceroy the lien of the Province, 
and the Emperor the Tien of the . Kingdom, isfc. 
They likewife pay an Adoration, but in a fubordi- 
nate manner, to inferior Spirits depending on the Su- 
preme 
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premc Being, which, according to them, prefide over 
Cities, Rivers, Mountains, £sf^. 

If from the beginning of the Monarchy they ap- 
plied 'themfelves to Aftronomy, their Defign in the 
Obfervation of the Stars was to be acquainted with 
their Motions, and to folve the Appearances of the 
vilible Tiffn^ or Heaven. 

As for their Politicks, which confifted in the Ob- L 
fcrvation of Regularity and Purity of Manners, they 
reduced them to this fimple Maxim, '^iz. That thofe 
who comhiand Ihould imitate the Conduit of Tien in . 
treating their Inferiors as their Children, and thofe 
who obey ought to look upon their Superiors as Fa- 
thers. 

But did they regard this Tten^ who is the Objeft of 
their Worfhip^ as an intelligent Being, Lord and Cre- 
ator of Heaven, Earth, and all things ? Is it not 
likely that their Vows and Homage were addrefled to 
the vifible and material Heaven, or at leaft to a Ce- 
Icftial Energy void of Underftanding, infeparable 
from the Identical Matter of Heaven i But thi^ I 
Ihall leave to the Judgment of the Reader, and con- 
tent myfelf with relating what is learnt from the Claf- 
fical Books. * 

It appears from one of their Canonical Books, cal- 
led Chu kingj that this Tien or Firft Being, the Ob- 
jed: of publick Worlhip, is the Principle of all things, 
the Father of the People, abfolutely independent, al- 
mighty, omnifcient, knowing even the Secrets of the 
Heart, who watches over the Conduft of the Uni- 
verfe, and permits nothing to be afted contrary to his 
Will i who is holy without Partiality, a Rewarder 
of Virtue in Mankind, fupreniely juft, puniifhing 
"Wickednefs in the moft publick manner, raifing up 
and calling down the Kings of the Earth according 
to his own Pleafure -, that the publick Calamities are 
the Notices which he gives for the Reformation of 
Manners, and that the End of thefe Evils is followed 

Vol. III. C with 
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with Mercy and Goodnefs ; as for inilance when a 
dreadful Storm has made havock with the Harveft and 
the Trees, immediately after an iliuftrious Innocent is 
reqalkd from Banifhment, juflify*d from Slander, and 
re-eftablilhed in his former Dignity. 

One fees there the iblemn Vows that they make to 
the Supreme Being for obtaining Rain in a long 
Drought, or for the Recovery of a worthy Emperor 
when his Life is defpaired of; thefe Vows, as Hi- 
ilory relates, are generally heard, and they acknow- 
• ledge that it is not the Effeft of Chance that an im- 
pious Emperor has been flruck with Lightning, but 
that it is the vifiWe Punifhmcnt of Hfeaven defigned 
as an Example to Mankind* 

The Variety of Events 2ft attributed only.-to 
Iten^ for they fpeak of him chiefly when Vice is pu- 
niflied, and when it is not they fuppofe it one Day 
will, and always threaten wicked Perfbns in Prolperi- 
ty : One may fee by thefe Books that the Chief of the 
Nation are fully perfuaded that the ?1f^«, by Prodi- 
gies or extraordinary Appearances, gives notice of ap- 
proaching Miferies wherewith the State is threatned, 
that Men may reform their Lives as the fureft Means 
of appealing the Anger of Heaven. 

It is faid of the Emperor Tcheou that he rejedled 
all the good Thoughts infpired by Tten^ that he made 
no account of the Prodigies by which lien gave no- 
tice of his Ruin if he did not reform his Life ; and 
when there is mention made of the Emperor Kit they 
fay, if he had changed his Conduft after the Calami- 
ties fent from on high, Heaven would not have de- 
populated the Empire: They repprt that two great 
Emperors, Founders of two powerful Dynafties, ad- 
mired by Poflerity for their rare Virtues, had a great 
Conflift in their own Minds when there was a De- 
bate upon their afcending the Throne; on the one 
fide they were folicited by the Grandees of the Em- 
pire, and by the People, and perhaps even by private 
' Mo- 
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Motives of Ambition hard to be diftinguilhM from 
thofe of a more fpecious foit ; on the other fide they 
were withheld by the Duty and Fidelity that a Sub- 
ject owes to his Prince, tho* much and defervedly 
hated. 

This inward Cbnflift and Uncertainty that troubled 
. their Repofe proceeded from the, fear of difpleafing 
Chang tiy cither by taking up Arms a« they were 
urged^ or by refafing to take them up to free the Peo- 
ple from the Opprellion under which they groaned^ 
and to put a ftop to an infinite numb^ of Grimes % 
by this Ptoceeding they acknowkdged their Depen* 
dence to be on a Mafter who forbids Unfaithfiilnefs, 
hates Tyranny^ loves the People as a Father, and pro-* 
tefts thofe that are opprefled* 

Almoft all the Pages of the Canonical Bboks^ and 
efpecially of Cbu king^ ceafe not to infpirc this juft 
Dread as the moft proper Curb for the Pafiions, and 
. the moft certain Remedy againft Vice. 

There likewife appears what Idea thefc Princes 
ought to form of the Juftice, Holinefs, arid Good- 
nefs of the Supreme Lord ; in ithe times of publick 
Calamities they were not fatisfied with only addrefling 
their Vows to fien^ and offering Sacrifices^ but they 
applied themfelves carefully to the Examination of 
their fecret Faults, which had drawn down this Puniflx- 
ment from Tten ; they examined if they were not too 
cxpenfive in their Habits, too delicate at their Tables, 
tco magnificent in their Equipage and in their Palaces* 
all which they refolved to rcfwm. 

One of thefe Princes acknowledges fincerely. That 
he had not followed the falutary Thoughts infpircd by 
^en : Another reproaches himfclf for negleft of Ap- 
plicatioil to Bufinefs, and too much regard for inno- 
cent Am^fcmcnts, and he looks upon thefe Faults as 
likely to provoke the Anger of Tten^ and meekly ac- 
knowledges thefe to be the Source of publick Cala- 
mities* 

C 2 In 
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In the Canonical Book, called l^chun tfiou^ mention 
is made of the Misfortunes of a Prince as fo many 
Punilhrtients of Tten^ who to make the Chaftifement 
ftill greater rendered him infenfible to his Dilgrace. 

The Chu king fpeaks often of a Matter who pre- 
fides over the Government of his Dominions, who 
has an abfolute Enatpire over the Defigns of Mankind, 
and condufts them to wife and juft Ends, who rie- 
wards and punifties Mankind by other Men, with- 
out any Abridgment of their Liberty. . 

This Perfuafion was fo common that Princes, natu- 
rally jealous of their own Honour, never attributed 
the Succefs of their Government to themfelves, but re- 
ferred it to the Supreme Lord that governs the Uni- 
verfc. 

Almoft from the* beginning of the Monarchy it 
was appointed that the Emperor, foon after his Ex- 
altation, fhould humble himfelf fo far as to Till the 
Earth, and that the Crop arifing from his Cultiva- 
tion fhould be offered in Sacrifice to Tten : It is found 
in Chu king that the fame Emperor, of whom I have 
been Ipeaking, having neglefted this Ceremony at- 
tributes the publick Calamities to his Negligence. 

There is reprefented in the fame Book the wifeft of 
their Emperors in a fiippliant Pofture before Chang tiy 
to divert the Miferies wherewith their Defcendants 
are threatened : An Emperor of the fame Race de- 
dares. That his illuftrious Anceftcrrs, notwithftanding 
their extraordinary Talents, could not have governed 
the Empire, as they have done, without the Afliftance 
of the Sage Minifters that Tten had given tjiem. 

It is ftill farther obfervable that they attribute no- 
thing toChang ri, which does not become the Supreme 
Lord of the World ; they attribute to him Power, 
Providence, Knowledge, Jufticc, Goodnefs, Cle- 
mency'; they call him their Father and Lord, they 
honour him with Worftiip and Sacrifices worthy of 
the Supreme Being,- and by the Praftice of every Vir- 
tue i 
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tue ; they likewife affirm that all outward Adoration 
muft fail in pleafing Tten^ if it does not proceed from 
the Heart, and the inward Sentiments of the Soul. 

It is laid in Cbu king that Chang ti clearly beholds 
all things, that he fees from the higheft Heavens what 
is done here below, that he makes ufe of our Parents 
to beftow upon us the material Part, but that he him- • 
felf gives an underftanding Mind, capable of Reflefti- 
on, which raifcs us above the Rank of Brutes ; that 
to ofier an acceptable Sacrifice, which is not fufficient 
for the Emperor to whom this Funftion belongs, 
joins the Priefthood to the Royal Dignity, for it is 
likewife neceflary that he be either upright or peni- 
tent, and that before the Sacrifice he Ihould expiate 
his Faults with Falling and Tears ; that we cannot 
fathom the Depth of his Defigns and Counfels, and 
yet we ought not to believe that he is too exalted to 
attend to what is done below ; that he himfelf exa- 
mines all our Aftions, and that he has fet up a Tri- 
bunal in our own Confcienccs whereby we are judged. 
The Emperors have always thou^t themfelves 
chiefly obliged to obferve the Primitive Rites, the 
folemn Funftions of which belong to them alone, as 
Heads of the Nation : . Thus they are Emperors to 
govern, Mafters to teach, Priefts to facrifice, and all 
this to the end that the Imperial Majefty being hum- 
bled in the Prefence of his Court, in the Sacrifices 
that he offers in the Name of the Empire to the Lord 
of the Univerfc, the Majefty of the Supreme Being 
Ihould ftill flbine more refplendent, and that by .this 
means no earthly Splendor might be thought to equal 
his. 

Fo bij who is fuppofed to be cotemporary with 
Pbalig^ was one of tne Heads of the Colony which 
came to fettle in this. Part of the Eaft, and who is 
acknowledged to be Founder of the Chinefe Monar-. 
chy -, he had nothing more at Heart than to give pub- 
lick Marks of a religious Veneration for the Supreme 

C 3 Being i 
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Being ; he kept in a domeftick Piark.fix forts of Ani^ ' 
mals to ferve as Viftims in his Sacrifices, which he 
folemnly offered twice a Year at the two Solftices^ s^ 
which time the tribunals left off Bufinefs, and die 
Shops were fliut up, 'nor was it permitted on thefe 
Pays to undertake any long Journey -, they were to 
think of nothing elie but joining with the Prince to 
honour Chang ti : The Book, intituled Li ^j, calls thdfe 
two Solemnities the Feftivals of Gratitude to Tten. 

Chin nong, who fucceedcd Po bi^ was not content 
with the two Sacrifices alone, he appcwnted two others 
at the Equinoxes, that m the Spring to implore a 
Blcffingon the Fruit of the Earth, that in the Autumn, 
after the Harveft was over, to offer the firft Fruits to 
Chang it v and as Fo bi had fed fix forts of Anin^als 
for Sacrifice, Qbin npr^^ thro* a pious Emulation, cul- 
tivated the Fields widi his own Hands, and offered 
the Com and the Fruit at the fame Sacrifices. 

HoangSi, who afcended the Throne after the Peath 
of Chin ntmg, had greater Zeal than his Prcdeceflorj' 
for fearing Idd bad Weather fhould hinder him from 
making the ufual Sacrifices in the open Air, he built 
a large Temple that Sacrifices might be offered in 
all Seafons, and the People infbrudted in the principal 
Duties. . 

The Emprefs Loui tfou^ Wife of Htmig ti, took 
ispon her the Care of nourifhing Silkworms, and! 
making Silks fit for Ornaments on thefe folemn Ocr 
cafions: Without theSbuth Gate was inclofed a large? 

guantity of Arable Land, from whence were gathered 
lorn. Rice, and other Fruits defigned for Sacrifice ^ 
and without the North Gate was another great Inclo^ 
fiire full of Mulberry-trees, wherein were nourifhed 
abundance of Silkworrtis ; the fame Day that the 
lEmpcror went to Till the Ground with the Principal 
Courtiers, the Princefs went to her Mulberry-Grove,' 
with the Ladips of her Court, animatiag them by her 
Example to make Silks and Embroidery, which flie 
fet apart for religious Ufes. Th? 
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' The Empire becoming eledtive none were railed 
to die Throne but the Sons of Kings diftinguiihed for 
their Wilciom, or Wife Men who were Aflbciaces in 
the Government ; the Choke never fp]l but upon fuch 
who porfonned the Duties of Religion with Venera-* 
. tion : It is an Honour to the Throne, as it is written 
in Cbu king, that he whom Chang ti choofcs to govern 
Mankind ihouldreprefent his Virtues upon Earth, and 
be his moft pafeft Image. 

This Motive alone caufed Hoang ti to confent that 
his Son fliould be Suocefibr with the Tide of Chad baoi^ 
that is of young Fo hi, • becaufc from his Ycwth te 
had been the faithful Imitator of the Virtues of the 
firft Founder of the Empire, Tai haofo hi. 

The Sequel made it appe^ that they were not de- 
ceived in their Choice ; he increafed the Pomp and 
Solemnity of the Sacrifice ofered to Chat^ ti by har«r 
monious Conforts of Mufick ; his Reign was peace- 
able and quiet except the 1^ Part^ which was di- 
fturbed by die Conspiracy of nine Tributary Princes^ 
who endeavoured to unhinge the religious Worfliip, 
and the Government of the State, by dcftroying that 
regular Sobordination eilablifhed by the iirft Kings. 

To the Fear of Chang ti they were dclirous of fub- 
ftituting the Fear of Spirits, and fo had recourfe to 
Magick and E^nchantments ; they pretended to difturb 
Houfes with malignant Spirits, and terrified the Peo- 
ple with their Dclufions : The People ajflfcmbkd in 
the Temple on the folemn Days that the Emp^^or 
lacrificed, made it refound with their Clamours, tu- 
multuoufly requiring that Sacrifice fhould likewife be 
offered to thefe Spirits. 

The next Emperor began by extirpating the Race 
of the nine Enchanters, who were the principal Au- 
thors of the Tumult ; he appeafed the Minds of the 
People, and re-^ftablilhed Order in the Sacrifices. 

Having reflcfted on the Inconvenience of aflcm- '. 
^ling an a^ive murmuring l^eople in the fame Place 
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where the Emperor facrificcd, he feparated the Place 
of Inftruftion from that of Sacrifices, and ^ftablilhed 
two Great Mandarins as Prefidents, choofing them fi-om 
among the Sons of the deceafed Emperor, one of 
whom was to look after the Ceremonial, and the 
other took care of the Inftruftions of the People. 

He likewife regulated the choice of the Viftims, 
and took care that they Ihould not be lame or de- 
fective, that they Ihould be of the fame fort of Anir 
mals appointed by Fo bij as likewife well fed, and of 
a Colour agreeable to the four Sealbns wherein the Sa- 
crifices were made ; in a word he regulated their Age 
and Size. 

Ti koj Nephew of Tcbuen ino^ was raifed to the Throne 
by the Suffrages of all Degrees in the Kingdom, and 
he did not apply lefs than his Uncle to the Worfhip 
of Chang ti^ and to the religious Obfervation of the 
Ceremonies : It is faid in the Annals of this Prince 
that the Emprefs Yuen kiang^ who was barren, ac- 
companying the Emperor to a folemn Sacrifice, pray- 
ed to Chang ti for Children with fo much Fervency 
that Ihe conceived almoft at the fame time, and ten 
Months after brought into the World a Son called 
Heoutfte^ who was the Progenitor of a glorious Pofte- 
rity, and famous for a great number of Emperors, 
which his Family yielded to China. 

There is room for Wonder that fo prudent a Prince 
as 7lf ko did not choofe for SucceflTor neither this mi- 
raculous Infant, nor Tao^ which he had by his fecond 
Queen, nor Ki lie Son of the third Queen, and that 
he fhould prefer to thefe young Princes, already fo 
worthy on account of their Virtues, his other Son 
named ^ckn^ whom he had by his fourth Queen, in 
whom there was no Quality worthy of the Throne j 
but he did not reign very long. 

It is faid in the Book, entitiiled Cang kien^ that the 
Providence of Chang ti watched over the Welfare of 
the State, and that by his Appointment ^the unanimous 
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Suffrages of the People depofed this wicked Prince 
to place the virtuous 2ij(? in his room, who joined the 
Quality of Legiflator to that of Emperor, and be^ 
came a Pattern for all fucceeding Princes. 

In the fixtieth Year of his Reign the People being 
greatly multiplied, and the beautiful Plains quite co- 
vered with Water, fuppolcd by fome to be the re-r 
hiainder of the univerfal Deluge, the Great Tu applied 
hiniielf to drain off the Waters into the Sea, to level 
the Inequalities of • the Fields, and divide them among 
the People. 

Nine Years after this Great Emperor thought of 
taking an Aflbciate in the Empire, and appoint him 
to be his Succcflbr. "I perceive no Merit in my 
^^ nine Sons, faid he to his Minifters, and therefore 

find out a Man, no matter of what Family, pro^ 

vided he is truly wife and fleadily virtUous. 

They mentioned to him a young Man who lived in 
the Country, called Cbun^ who had been ill ufed by 
his Parents and Relations, and bore their injurious 
Treatment with Mildnefs and Patience, and this Man 
the Emperor approved of. 

When he was in Pofleffion of the Throne he ap- 
plied himfelf firft of all to pay his folemn Homage 
to Chang ti^ after which he enafted wife Laws, on 
which the Government of the Empire is founded ; hes 
created Mandarins, and gave excellent Precepts upor\ 
the five principal Duties of the King and the Subjeft, 
Father and Children, Husband and Wife, Elder and 
Younger, and of Friends among themfelves ; info- 
much that, from the greateft to the fmalleft, every 
one immediately knew whether he ought to command 
or obey. 

His Example gave great Weight to his Precepts, 
for when all Perfons faw his refpcftful SubmilTion to ' • 
Tao^ whom he looked upon as his Father and Mafter, 
they were all inclined to put in Execution iuch wife 
Inftitutions, 
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Too dScd twentf-ei^t Years after the Adoption of 
Chun^ and the Sormw for the Lofs of fo great a 
Prince was univerfel : Ckmn now reigning alone di«* 
vided the Offices among feveral wife Men of known 
Capacity, after the Example of Yao \ he chofe no 
Succe(lR>r in his own Family, but appointed the Sage 
21^, who had the general Apptobatbn. 

Tu the Great did not forget a Duty which he be- 
Kcved to be of the higheft Nature, for the Worlbif^ 
of Chang ti was never nriore obfcrved than- in his 
Reign ; he even attempted to prevent the Negligence 
#hich might cjooX the Zeal of Pofterity, for which 
ireafon he eftabiilhed Mandarins at Court, and in the 
Provinces, as fo many Sages, ' whofe Bufinefe was to 
leprefent to the Emperors their CMDligation to worfhip 
Chmg th ^nd t» give them; when it was neceflary, 
ufcful Inftruftions concerning the Prance of the Nine 
Royal Virtues. 

In the Reign of TchiMg tang feven Years Famine 
having reduced the People to the greateft Mifery, the 
£mp^x>r had ofiered leveral Sacrifices to appeale the 
Wrath of Heaven without Succefs, he tli^refore r^* 
felred to offer himfelf as a Viftim to appeale the 
Anger <rf fien ^ he divefted himfelf of his Imperial 
Enfighs, and Went with the Grandees of the Court to 
a Moumatin fome diftance from the City, where with 
a bare Head and naked Feet, in the Pofture of a Cri- 
miml, he proftrated himfelf nine times before the Su-^ 
{>reme Lord of the Univerfe-. 

Lord, Jkid he^ all the Sacrifices that I have of- 
fered to imptere thy Clemency have been in vain, 
•' and therefiie it is doubt left I myfelf that hav^ 
drawn down fo many Miferies on my Pcopte^ 
** Dare I ask what my Fault is ? Is it fhe Magiiifi- 
^ cencc of my Palace, the Delicacies of my TabW,. 
** or is it the number of my Concubines, which how^ 
^* ev^- the Laws allow me ? I am defirous of repair-, 
" ing all thcfe Faults by Modefty, Frugality and 
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^^ Temperance ; and if this is not fufficient I ofier 
*^ myfelf as a Viftim to Juftice, let me be punifhed, 
^^ and my People fpared ; I ihall be contented that 
" the Thunderbolt be aimed at my Head, if at the 
'* fame time the Rain falls upon the t'lains, that there 
** may be a Remedy for the Miferies of the Em- 
*^ pirc.** His Praya^ were heard, the Air was 
darkened with Clouds, refrefhing Showers watered 
the Earth, and afterwards produced a plentiful Harveft. 

From chefe Inflances it appears that, from the 
Foundation of the Empire by Fo bi^ the Supreme Be* 
ing was commonly known by the Name of Cban^ H 
■ and 5r?m, who was the Objedl of publick Worfhip^ 
and as it were the Soul and Primum mobUt of the Go- 
vernment of the Nation ; that the Supreme Being was 
feared, honoured, reverenced, and mis not only by 
the People, but by the Grandees of the Empire, and 
die Emperors themfelves ; and it will be fufficient to 
fay that, according to the Aflertions of the Quioni* 
cal Books, the Cbinefe Nation for the Q>ace of two 
thoufand Years acknowledged, reverenced, and hor- 
noured with Sacrifices a Supreme Being, and Sovereigrt 
Lord of the Univerfe. 

If the ancient Teachers of the Cbinefe Do6lrine are 
compared with the Heathen Sages, there will appear 
a great difference between them, for the latter only 
taught Virtue to give. themfelves a Superiority over 
the reft of Mankind 5 befides they dogmatized in fb 
haughty and oflentatious a manner, that it was plain' 
they fought lefs the Difoovery of Truth than to dif- 
play their own Talents ; while on the oth^ hand iht 
Teachers of the'Dodrine, inculcated in the Canonical 
Books, were Emperors and Prime Miniflers, whofe 
Virtue gave great weight to their Itiftruftions, who 
obfetved thenfifelves the fame Laws which they im- 
jtofed on others, and conveyed their Moral Dodrine 
without the Subtilties and Sophifms 6) commonly ufed 
by others, 

It 
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It would doubtlefs be an Injury to the ancient Chi- 
nefcy who followed the Law of Nature which they re- 
ceived from their Fathers, to tax them with Irreli- 
gion, becaufe they^ had not a Knowledge of the Di- 
vinity fo clear and diftin<5l as the Chriftian World ; 
this would be to require too much of thefe People, 
who could not be inftrufted, as wc are, with the Pre- 
cepts of the Gofpel. 

It is true that though the Canonical Books often ex- 
hort Men to fear 7iV», and tho* they place the Souls 
of virtuous Men near Chang tu yet it does not ap- 
pear that they have fpoken clearly of the Punilhments 
in the Life to come ; in like manner tho** they affirm 
that the Supreme Being created all things, yet they 
have not treated of it fo diftinftly as to judge whe- 
ther they mean a true Creation, a Produftion of all 
things out of Nothing -, but though they are (Uent 
with relation to this, they have not affirmed it to be 
a thing impoffible, nor, like certain Greek Philofophers, 
aflert that the Matter of the Univerfe is eternal. 

Tho' we like wife dp not find that they have treated 
c^plicidy concerning the State of the Soul, but have 
only confufed Notions relating to this Matter, yet it 
cannot be doubted Ixit they believe that Souls exift 
when the Body ceafes to ad ; and they alfo believe the 
certainty of Apparitions, of which that related by 
Confucius is an 1 nll^nce. 

This Philofopher declared to his moft familiar Dif- 
ciples, that for feveral Years he had feen in a Dream 
the celebrated Tcbeo kongy Son of Ven vang^ to whom 
die Empire was indebted for io many excellent In- 
ftrudions •, jand it is obfervable that the learned Tchu 
kiy fo famous under the Dynafty of Song^ being ask- 
ed if Confucius fpoke of a Dream or a true Appari- 
tion, anfwered without Hefitation, That he meant a 
true Apparition j however Tcheou kong had been dead 
fix hundred Years when he appeared to Confucius^ 

■ 
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That which Jias contributed greatly to the Preicr- 
yation of the Religion of the early Ages in China is, 
that there has been a fupreme Tribunal eftablilhed, 
with full Authority to condemn or fupprefs any Super- 
ftition that may arife, which is called fhe Tribunal of 
kites. 

This Precaution of the Cbinefe would have been ef- 
feftual, if the Mind of Man was not fo narrow and 
liable to be feduced ; the ftrongeft Dykes, being only 
the Work of Men, cannot refift very violent Inunda- 
tions ; but the reafon why the Body of Philofophcrs in 
China have been Idolaters contrary* to their own Con- 
fciences, is thro' fear of a People who were in love 
with Idols, and had too much the Afcendant in pub- 
lick Affairs, infomuch that the ancient Doftrine of 
the Cbinefe has found the Tribunal that I juft men- 
tibned its only Support, and through the Affiflance 
of its Decrees has ftill continued the prevailing Se£t. 

Whatever Veneration the Cbinefe Nation has had 
for its greateft Emperors, it has never paid Adoration 
to any -but the Supreme Being; and tho* it has difco- 
Vered Eileem and Veneration for the Memory of Great 
Men, who have diftinguilhed themfelves by their Vir- 
tues and Services, it has rather chofen to preferve their 
Memory by Tablets than by Statues. 

However the Troubles which happened in the Em- 
pire, the Civil Wars which divided it, and the Cor- 
ruption of Manners, which became almoft general, 
were very like to have fupprefs'd the ancient Doftrine, 
had not Confucius revived it by giving frelh Repu- 
tation to the ancient Books, efpecially to the Chu king^ 
which he propofed as an exaft Rule of Man'ners. 

I have already fpoken of the Reputation acquired 
by this Philofopher, who is ftill looked upon as the 
chief Doftor of the Empire, and yet in his Timearofe 
the Seft of Tao ffee. 

The Author of this Sed: came into the World about . 
two Years before Confucius^ and the Doftrine that he 
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ftraftion, and being inconfolcable for her Lofi, onfe 
of thefc Impoftors, by his Inchantments^ caufai the 
dcccafed Queen to app^r before the Emperor, at 
which he was furprized and terrified, and by this 
means more ftrongly attached to the Impieties of this 
Seft : He feveral times drank the Liquor of Immor- 
tality,- but at laft perceived that he was as mortal as 
ever, and being ready to expire lamented too late his 
fond Credulity. 

The new Scft fuffered no Prejudice on account of 
the Emperor's Death, for it found Proteftors among 
the Princes of the fame Dynafty ; two of their moft 
famous Doftors were authorifed to propagate the 
Worihip paid to a Demon in a ^eat number of 
Temples already erefted thro* the Empire ; thefe falfe 
Dodtors diftributed in all Places the fmall Images that 
reprefentcd the croud of Spirits and Men that they 
had ranked among their Gods, and fold them at a 
high Price. 

This^Superftition increafed in fuch a manner, under 
the Emperors of the Dynafty of Tang^ that they gave 
the Minifters of this Seft the honourable Title of Tien 
J[fei\ that is heavenly DoUers -, the Founder of this 
Line erefted a fuperb Temple to Lao kiun, and Hiuen 
tfongy the fixth Emperor of the fame Dynafty, caufed 
his Statue to be carried in anpompous manner into the 
Palace. 

The Succeflbrs of the.Head of this Seft are always 
honoured with the Dignity of Chief Mandarins, and 
they refide in a Town of^the Province of Kiang Ji^ 
where they have a magnificent Palace : A great Con- 
courfe of People flock thither from the neighbouring 
Provinces to get proper Remedies for their Difeafts, or 
to learn their Deftiny, and what is to happen in the Re- 
mainder of their Lives, when they receive of the 
y/>«^<? a Billet filled with Magical Charafters, and 
go away well fatisfied without complaining of the Sum 
they pay for this Angular Favour, 

But 
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But it was chiefly under the Government of the Song 
that the Doftors of this Se6t were greatly ftrengthned ; 
Tchirr tfong the third Emperor of this Dynafty was 
ridiculoufly led away with their Tricks and Forge- 
ries; thefe Impoftors, during a dark Night, had 
hung up a Book on the principal Gate of the Impe- 
rial City, filled with Charafters and Magical Forms 
of invoking Demons, and gave out that this Book 
was fallen from Heaven ; the credulous Prince, with 
great Veneration, went on Foot to fetcli it, and after 
receiving it with deep Humility carried it tiiumphant-* 
ly into the Palace, and enclofed it in a gold Box!, 
where it was carefully preferved. 

Thefe 7ao Jfee were the Perfons who introduced 
into the Empire the multitude of Spirits till then un- 
known, whom, they revered as Deities independent of 
the Supreme Being, and t<o whom they gave the Name 
of Chang ti ; they even deify'd fome of the ancient 
Kings, and paid them divine Homage. 

This abominable Se(5t in time became fliU more 
formidable by the Proteftion of the Princes, and by 
the Paffions of the Grandees whom it flatter'd, and 
by the Impreflions of Wonder or Terror that it made 
upon the Minds of the People. 

The Compadls of their Minifters with Demons, 
the Lots which they caft, the furprifmg Effefts of 
their Magical Arts infatuated the Minds of the Mul- 
titude, and they are ftill extremely prejudiced in their 
favour ; thefe Impoftors are generally called to heal 
Difeafes, and drive away the Demons. 

They facrifice to this Spirit of Darknefs three forts 
of Viftims, a Hog, a Fifh, and a Bird ; they drive 
a Stake in the Earth as a fort of a Charm, and trace 
upon Paper odd fort of Figures, accompanying the 
Stroke 'of their Pencil with frightful Grimaces and 
horrible Cries. 

Sometimes a great Number of profligate Fellows 
are fold to thefe Minifters of Iniquity, who follow the 
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Trade of Divination ; tho* they have never lecn the 
Perfon before who confults them, they tell his 
Name and all the Circumftances of his Family, where 
his Houfe ftands, how many Children he has, their 
Names and Age, and a hundred other Particularities 
which are ftrangely furprifing to weak and credu- 
lous Minds, fuch as the vulgar are among the Chi- 
Tiefe. 

Some of thefe Conjurers, after they have made their 
Invocations, caufe the Figures of the chief of their 
Seft, and of their Idols, to appear in the Air ; for- 
merly they could make a Pencil .write of itfelf with- 
out any Body touching it, and that which was written 
upon Paper or Sand was the Anfwer which they de- 
fired, or elfe fhey would caufe all the People of the 
Houfe to pafs in Review in a large Veflel of Water, 
and there they Ihew the Changes that fhall happen in 
the Empire, and the imaginary Dignities to which 
thofe fhall be raifed who embrace their Sedt •, in fhort 
they pronounce myfterious Words without; any Mean- 
ing, and place Charms in Houfes and on Men's Per- 
Ibns: Nothing being more common than to hear 
thefe fort of Stories, it is very likely that the greafieft 
part are only Illufions, but it is not credible that 
all can be fb, for there are in reality many Ef- 
fe6ls that ought to be attributed to the Power of De- 
mons. * 




Of the Se£i of Fo, or Foe. 

P O R the fpace of 2 70 Years the Emperors of the 

Dynafty of Han pofTefled the Imperial Throne, 

and about fixty-five Years from the Birth of Chrift the 

* The Thinking People among the Chinefe laugh at thefe Stories as 
fo many fi^ions* 
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Emperor Ming it introduced a new Sc6l into China 
flill more dangerous than the former, and has made a 
much more rapid Progrels, 

This Prince happened to dream one Night, and 
among other things there occurred to his Mind a Sen- ' 
tence which Confucius often repeated, viz. ^at the 
Moji Holy was to be found in the Wefi \ upon this he 
fcnt Ambafladors into the Indies to difcover who this 
Saint was, and to feck for the true Law which he 
there taught ; the Ambafladors fuppofed they had 
found him among the Worfhippcrs of the Idol Fa 
or Foe\ and they tranfported this Idol into China^ and 
with it the Fables wherewith the Indian Books were 
filled. 

This Contagion, which began in the Court, foon got 
ground in the Provinces, and has fpread thro* all the 
Empire, wherein Magick and Impiety had already 
made too great havock. 

It is hard to fay in what Part of the Indies this Idol 
was, and if the extraordinary things that its Difci- 
pies relate of it are not fo many Fables purpofely in- 
vented, one would be apt to believe, with St. Francis 
Xavier^ that he was rather a Demon than an ordinary 
Man. 

They relate that he was born in that part of the 
Indies which the Chinefe call Chung tien cho^ that his Fa- 
ther was the King of this Country, and that his Mo- 
ther was called Mo ye^ and died foon after he was 
born; when Ihe conceived fhe almoft conflantly 
dreamed that fhe had fwallowed an Elephant, and 
hence arife the Honours that the Kings of the Indies 
pay to white Elephants, and often make War to gain 
pofleffion of this. Animal. 

Hardly, yij //&^^, was this Monfter feparated from 
his Mother, but he flood upright and walked fcven 
Paces, pointing with one Hand to the Heaven, and 
the other to the Earth ; nay he likewife fpokc and pro- 
nounced diftindlly thefe following Words, There is 
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none hut myfelf in the. Heaven or on the Earth that ought 
. to be adored. 

At the Age of Seventeen he married three Wivcs,^ 
and had a Son called by the Chinefe Mo heou lo ; at 
the Age of Nineteen he forfook his Wives, and all 
earthly Cares, to retire into a folitary Place, and put 
himfelf under the guidance of four Philofophers cal- 
led by the Indians^ Joghi ; at Thirty he was wholly 
infpired by the Divinity, and became Fo or Pagod, 
as the Indians call him, looking upon himfelf as a 
God ; he then applied himfelf wholly to propagate his 
Doftrines, the Devil always helping him out at a dead 
Lift, for by his Afliftance he did the moft wonderflil 
things, and by the novelty of his Miracles filled the 
People with Dread, and procured himfelf great Ve- 
neration ; the Chinefe have defcribed thefe Prodigies iii 
fcveral large Volumes, and reprefented them in feve- 
ral Cuts. 

It is Icarcely credible how many Difciples this chi- 
merical God gained, for they reckon eighty thoufand 
who were bufy in infeding all the Eaft with his im- 
pious Tenets ; the Chinefe call them Ho chang ; the 
Tartars^ Lamas ; the Siamefe^ Talapoins ; the Japa^ 
nefe^ or rather the Europeans^ Bonzes : Among this 
great Number of Difciples there were ten of greater 
Diftindion as to Rank and Dignity, who publifhed 
five thoufand Volumes in honour of their Matter. 

However this new God found himfelf mortal as 
well as the reft of Mankind, for at the Age of feventy- 
nine the Wcaknefs of his Body gave him notice of his 
approaching End, and then to crown all his Impie- 
ties he broached the Venom of Atheifm. 

He declared to his Difciples that till that Moment 
he had made ufe of nothing but Parables, that his 
Difcourfes were fo many Enigmas, and that for more 
than forty Years he had concealed the Truth under 
figurative and metaphorical Exprcflions, but being a- 
bout to leave them he would communicate his true 
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Sentiments, and reveal the Myftery of his Dodbine : 
Learn then^ faid he to them, that the Principle of all 
things is Emptinefs and Nothing ; from Nothing all 
things proceeded^ and into Nothing all will return^ and 
this is the end of all our Hopes ; but his Difciples 2^d- 
hered only to his firft Words, and their Dodlrine is 
direftly oppofite to Athcifm. 

However the laft Words of this Impoftor laid the 
Foundation of that celebrated Diftinftion, which is 
made in his Doftrine into Exterior and Interior, of 
which I Ihall fpeak hereafter : His Difciples did not 
fail to dilperfe a great Number of Fables after his 
Death, and eafily perfuaded a fimple and credulous 
People that their Mafter had been born eight thou- 
fand times, that his Soul had fucceffively pafled thro* 
different Animals, and that he had appeared in the Fi- 
gure of an Ape, a Dragon, an Elephant, i^c. 

This was plainly done wity a defign to eftablifli 
the Worfhip of this pretended God under the fhape 
of various Animals, and in reality thefe different 
Creatures, through which the Soul of Fo was laid to 
have pafled, were worfhipped in feveral Places ; the 
Chinefe themfelvcs built feveral Temples to all forts of 
Idols, and they multiplied exceedingly throughout the 
Empire. 

Among the great Number of Difciples that this 
chimerical Deity made, there was one more dear to 
him than all the reft, to whom he trufted his grcateft 
Secrets, and charged him more particularly to propa- 
gate his Doftrine % he was called Moo kia ye ; he 
commanded him not to amufe himfelf with bringing 
Proofs and tedious Arguments to fupport his Do61:rine, 
but to put, in a plain manner, at the Head of his 
Works which he fhould publifh thefe Words, // is 
thus that I have learned. 

This Fo fpeaks, in one of his Books, of a Mafter 
more ancient than himfelf, called by the Chinefe^ Omi to^ 
whom the Japanefe^ by corruption of the Language, 
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have termed Amida ; it was in the Kingdom of Bengal 
that this other Monfter appeared, and the Bonzes pre- 
tend that he attained to fuch great Sanftity, anrd had 
fuch great Merit, that it is fufficient at prefent to in- 
voke him to obtain Pardon for the greatefl: Crimes ; 
on this Account the Cinnefe of this Sed: are heard con- 
tinually to pronounce thefe two Names, O mi to^ Fo\ 
they thinK that the Invocation of thefe pretended Dei- 
ties purifies them in fuch a manner that they may after- 
wards give a Looftf to all their Paflions, being per- 
fuaded that it will coft them nothing but an Invoca- 
' tion to expiate their moft enormous Crimes. 

The laft Words of Fa, when he was dying, gave 
rife to a Sed of Atheifts, but the greatefl: part of the 
Bonzes could not lay afide the Prejudices of their Edu- 
cation, and fo perfevercd in the firft Errors their Ma-» 
fters had taught. 

' There were others who endeavoured at a Reconci* 
liation between them, by calling one the Exterior 
Doftrine, and the other the Interior ; the firfl: was 
more fuitable to the Capacity of the People, and pre- 
pared their Minds to receive the fecond, which was 
fuitable to none but elevated Minds, and the better to 
convey their Thoughts they made ufe of the following 
Example : 

The Exterior Doftrine, fay they^ is with relation 
to the Interior what the Frame is with refpeft to the 
Arch that is built upon it ; for the Frame is only ne- 
ceflary to fupport the Stones while the Arch is build- 
ing, but as foon as it is finilhed it becomes ufeleft, 
and they take it to pieces ; in the fame manner the 
Exterior Dodrine is laid afide as foon as the Interior 
is embraced. 

What then is the Exterior Doftrine which contains 

the Principles of the Morality of the Bonzes, which 

they are very careful to inforce ? They fay there is 

. great difference between Good and Evil -, that after 

Death there will be Rewards for thofe that have done 

well. 
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well, and Punifhments for thofe that have done evil ; 
that there are Places appointed for the Souls of both, 
wherein they are fixed according to their Defert ; that 
the God Fo was born to fave Mankind, and to diredt 
thofe to the Way of Salvation who had ftrayed from 
it ; that it was he who expiated their Sins, and pro- 
cured'them a happy Birth in the other World ; that 
there are five Precepts to be obferved, the firft is, not 
to kill any living Creature ; the fecond is, not to take 
what belongs to others ; the third prohibits Impurity, 
the fourth Lying, and the fifth Drinking of Wine. 

But cfpecially they muft not be wanting in certain 
charitable Works which they prefcribe : Ufe the Bon- 
zes well. Jay tbey^ and fiirnifh them with the Necefla- 
ries of Life ; build their Monafteries and Temples, 
that by their Prayers and the Penances that they im- 
pofe for the Expiation of your Sins^ you may be 
freed from the Punifhments that are due. At the 
Funeral Obfequies of your Relations burn gilt and 
filver Paper, and Garments made of Silk, and this in 
^ the other World ftiall be changed into Gold, Silver, 
and real Habits : By this means your departed Rela- 
tions will want nothing thlt is neceflary, and will 
have wherewith to reconcile the eighteen Guardians of 
the Infernal Regions, who would be inexorable with- 
out thefe Bribes, and if you neglcft diefe Commands 
you muft expeft nothing after Death but to become a 
Prey to the moft cruel Torments, and your Soul, by ^ 
a long Succeffion of Tranfmigrations, Ihall pafs into 
the vileft Animals, and you Ihall appear again in the 
Form of a Mule, a Horfc, a Dog, a Rat, or fomc 
other Creamre ftill more contemptible. . 

It is hard to conceive what an Influence the Dread 
of thefe Chimeras has over the Minds of the credulous 
and fuperftitious Chinefe ; this will appear in a better 
Light from a Story that was related by P. le Comte^ 
and which happened to himfclf when he lived in the 
Province of Chen fu 
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'^ They called me one Day to baptize a fick Pcr- 
" fbn, who was an old Man of feventy, and lived 
^' upon a fnnall Penfion given him by the Emperor : 
*' When I entred his Room, he faid, I am obliged to 
" you, niy Father, that you are going to deliver me 
*' from a heavy- Punifhment : That is not all, replied 
^' I, Baptifm not only delivers Perfons from •HeD, 
«' but condufts them to a Life of Bleflednefs, I do 
^' not comprehend, replied the fick Pcrfon, what it is 
*' you fay, and perhaps I have not fufficiently ex- 
" plained my felf; you know that for fome time J 
^' have lived on the Emperor's Benevolence, and the 
^' Bonzes, who are well inftrufted in wh^t pafles in 
'' the next World, have affured me that out of Gra- 
*' titude I fliould be obliged to ferve him after Death, 
'' and that my Soul will infallibly pals Jnto a Poft- 
^' Horfe to carry Difpatches out of the Provinces to 
* ' Court : For this reafon they exhort me to perform 
^* my Duty well, when I ihall have aflbmed my new 
^' Being, ^nd to take care not to ftumble, nor wince, 
*^ nor bite, nor hurt any body ; befides they dired: 
^' me to travel well, to eat little, to be patient, and 
^' by that means move the Companion of the Deities, 
^^ who often convert a good Beaft into a Man of 
^' Quality, and make him a confiderable Mandarin: 
^' I own. Father, that this Thought makes me fhud- 
^' der, and I cannot think on it without trembling, 
^' I dream of it every Night, and fometimes when I 
^' am afleep I think my felf harnefled, and ready tq 
^' fet out at the firft Stroke of the Rider; I then 
^' wake in a fweat, and under great Concern, not be- 
^' ing able to determine whether I am a Man or ^ 
^^ Horfe ; but alas! what will become of me when I 
^' ihall be a Horfe in reality ? This then, my Father, 
^' is the Refolution that I am come to : They fay that 
'^ thofe of your Religion are not fubjed: to thefe Mife- 
f' ries, that Men continue to be Men, and Ihall be 
f ' the fame in the next World as they are in this : I 

^* befeecl^ 
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•* beleech you to receive me among you, I know 
** that your Religion is hard to be obferved, but if it 
*' was ftill more difficult I am ready to embrace it, 
** and whatever it coft me I had rather be a Chri- 
*' ftian than become a Beaft. This Difcourfe and the 
*' prefent Condition of the fick Perfon excited my 
*' Compaffion, but reflefting afterwards that God 
*' makes ufe of Simplicity and Ignorance to lead Men 
** to the Truth, I took occafion to undeceive him in 
*' his Errors, and to direft him in the Way of Salva- 
*' tion ; I gave him Inflxudions a long time, and at 
^' length he believed, and I had the Confolation to 
" fee him die not only with the moft rational Sen- 
'^ timents, but with all the Marks of a good Chri-^ 
" ftian. 

It is eafy to fee that if the Chinefe are the Dupes of 
a Dodrine fo abfurd and ridiculous as the Tranfmi- 
gration of Souls, the Bonzes, who propagate it with 
fo much Zeal, draw no fmall Advantage from it : It 
is exceeding ufeful to fupport all their deceitful ' 
Tricks by which they gain fo many charitable Con- 
tributions, and enlarge their Revenues ; having their 
Extraftion from the Dregs of the People, and being 
jpaintained from their Infancy in an idle Profeffion, 
they find this Doctrine proper to authorife the Arti- 
fices that they make ufe of to excite the Liberality 
of the People. 

One may judge of this the better from the follow^ 
ing Relation of P. le Comte. 

Two of thcfe Bonzes, /aid be^ one Day perceiv- 
ing, in the Court of a rich.Peafant, two or three 
large Ducks proftrating themfclves before the Door, 
began to figh and weep bitterly ; the good Wo- 
man, who perceived them from her Chamber, 
" came out to learn the reafon of their Grief: Wc 
*' know, faid they, that the Souls of our Fathers have 
pafled into the Bodies of thefe Creatures, and the 
Fear we are under that you ^Ihould kill them will 
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<* certainly make us to die with Grief. I own, faid 
" the 'Woman, that we were determined to fell them, 
«^ but fince they are your Parents I promife to keep 
*« them. 

This was not what the Bonzes wanted, and there- 
fore they added, "-Perhaps your Husband will not be 
** fo charitable as your felf, and you may reft afTured 
•' that it will be fatal to us if any Accident happens 
** to them. 

In Ihort, after a great deal of Difcourfe, the 

good Woman was fo moved with their feeming 
*• Grief that flie gave them the Ehicks to take care 

of, which they took*very refpeftfuUy after twenty 

feveral Proteftations, and the felf fame Evening 

made a Feaft of them for their little Society. 

Thefe fort of People are difperfed throughout the 
Empire, and are brought up to this Trade from their 
Infancy : Thefe Wretches, to prefervc their Seft, pur- 
chafe Children of feven or eight Years old, of which 
they make young Bonzes, inftrufting them in their 
Myfteries fifteen or twenty Years ; but they are gene- 
rally very ignorant, and there are very few. that under- 
ftand the Doftrines of their own Seft. 

All the Bonzes are not equally honourable, for they 
are of different Degrees, fome are employed in col- 
lefting Alms, others, but their Number is fmall, have 
gained the Knowledge of Books, and ipeak politely, 
and their Bufmeft is to vifit the Learned, and to infi- 
nuate themfclves into the good Graces of the Manda- 
rins ; there are likewife among them venerable old 
Men, who prefide over the Affemblies of Women^ 
but thefe Aflemblics are uncommon, and not ufed in 
many Places. 

Tho' the Bonzes have not a regular Hierarchy, yet 
they have their Superiors, whom they call Ta ho change 
that is Great Bonzes, and this Rank to which they 
are railed greatly adds to the Reputation which they 
have acquired by their Age, Gravity, Meeknefs and 

Hypo. 
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Hypocrify. There are in all Places Monafteries of 
thele Bonzes, but they are not all equally freqaented 
by a Concourfe of People. 

There arc in every Province certain Mountains 
wherein there are Idol-Temples, which have greater 
Credit than the reft ; they, go very far in Pilgrimage 
to thefe Temples, and the Pilgrims, when they are at 
the Foot of the Mountain, kneel down and proftrate 
themfelves at every Step they take in afcending up : 
Thofe who cannot go on Pilgrimage defire fome of 
their Friends to purchafe a large printed Sheet, mark'd 
with a certain Coin by the Bonzes : In the middle of 
the Sheet is the Figure of the Gk)d Foy and upon his 
Garment and round about a great number of fmall 
Circles ; the Devotees have hung on his Neck and 
round his Arm a fort of Bracelet, compoled of a 
hundred middle-fized Beads and eight large ones ; on 
the top is a large Bead in the Shape of a SnufF-box ; 
when they roll thefe Beads upon their Fingers they 
pronounce thefe myfterious Words, O mi to Foj the 
Signification of wfech they themfelves don't under- 
ftand : They make above a hundred Genuflexions, 
after which they draw one of thefe red Circles upon 
the Sheet of Paper. 

They invite the Bonzes, from time to time, to come 
to the Temple to pray, and to fcal and make authen- 
tick the number of Circles which they have drawn ; 
they carry them in a pompous manner to Funerals in 
a little Box fealed up by the Bonzes ; this they call 
Lou in, that is a Pafport for travelling from this Life 
to the next : ,This Paflport is not granted for nothing, 
for it generally cofts feveral Taels ; but, fay they, thdrc 
ought to be no Complaint of this Expence, becaufe 
they are fure of a happy Voyage. 

Among the Temples of thefe falfe Gods there are 
feveral famous for the Beauty and Magnificence of 
their Strufture, and for the ftrange Shapes of their 
Idols 5 there are fome fo monftrous that the poor 

Cbinefej 
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Cbtnefe^ as foon as they fee them, fell proftrate on the 
Earth, and beat their Forehead feveral times againft 
it out of fear and dread : As the Bonzes have no other 
view than to get Mony, and as whatever their Re- 
putation may be, they are in reality nothing but a 
CoUeftion of the Dregs of the Empire ; they are well 
acquainted with the Art of Cringing before every 
body ; they afFeft a Mildnels, Complaifence, Humi- 
lity, and a Modefty which deceive at firft fight : The 
Cbinefey who penetrate no farther than the outfide, 
take them for lb many Saints, elpecially when to this 
outfide Shew they join rigorous Fafl:ing, and rifing 
fevei'al times in a Night to worfliip Fo^ and feem to 
fecrifice themfelves in fome fort for the publick Good. 
With a defign to appear very deferving among the 
vulgar, and to gaih a Compaffion which excites their 
Liberality, they expofe themfelves publickly in the 
Streets when they undergo their fevere Penances ; 
fome will faften their Neck and Feet to thick Chains 
above thirty Foot long, which they drag along the 
Street with a great deal of Pain ; they flop at the 
Door of every Houfe, and fay. You fee how much 
it cofts us to expiate. your Crimes, cannot you afford 
us fome trifling Alms ? 

You fee others in the Crofs-Streets, and moft fi-e- 
quented Places, who make themfelves all over Blood 
by beating their Heads with all their Might againft 
a great Stone ; but among thefe fort of Penances there 
is none more furprizing than that of a young Bonze, 
which is related by P. le Comte in the following 
manner : 

'' I met one Day in the middle of a Village a 
young brisk Bonze who was mild, modefl, and 
very likely to fucceed in asking Charity ; he flood 
upright in a clofc Chair fluck all over on the in- 
fide with the Iharp Points of Nails, in fuch a man- 
ner that he could not ftir without being wounded ; 
two ^tn that were hired carried hiin very flowly 
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*' into the Houfes, where he befought the People to 
*' have Compaflion on him. 

" I am, faid he, fhut up in this Chair for the Good 
'' of your Souls, and am refolvcd never to go out 
*' till all the Nails are bought, [and they were above 
•* 2000] every Nail is worth Six-pence, and yet there 
** is not one of them but what will become a Source 
of Happinefs in your Houfes ; if you buy any 
you will perfbrm an Aft of heroick Virtue, and 
you will give an Alms not to the Bonzes but to 
the God F£y to whofe Honour we defign to build a 
Temple. 

I then pafled near the Place where he was, and 
*' as foon as the Bonze faw me he made me the fame 
" Compliment as the reft : I told him he was very 
unhappy to give himfelf fuch ufelefs Torment in 
this World, and I counfelled him to leave his Pri- 
fbn, and go to the Temple of the true God to 
^* be inftrufted in heavenly Truths, and to fubmit to 
*' a Penance lefs fcvere and more falutary. 

" He replied very mildly, and without the leaft 
" Emotion, that he was obliged to me for my Ad- 
** vice, but his Obligation would be greater if I 
** would buy a dozen of his Nails, which would cer- 
tainly make me fortunate in my Journey. 

Here, faid he, turning himfelf on one Side, 
take thefe which upon the Faith of a Bonze are 
the bed in my Chair, becaufe they give me the 
leaft Pain, however they are all of the fame Price : 
He pronounced thefe Words with an Air and 
Aftion, which on any other occafion would have 
made me laugh, but then excited my Pity and 
Companion. 

The fame Motive of getting Alms caufes thefe 
Bonzes fo conftantly to make Vifits to all Perfons, as 
well poor as rich •, they go in what number are de- 
fired, and ftay as long as they will, and when there 
are any Affemblies of Women, which is uncommon, 
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unlcfs in fome Places, they bring with them a Grand 
Bonze, who is diftinguifhed from the reft by the 
Place that he takes, by the Relpcft the other Bonzes 
pay him, and by his Habit, which is different from 
thofe of the other Bonzes. 

Thefe Aflcmblies of the Ladies are a good Revenue 
for the Bonzes, for there are in every City feveral So- 
cieties of ten, fifteen, twenty Women more or lels : 
They are commonly of a good Family, and advanced 
in Years, or elfe Widows, and confequently have 
Mony to difpofe of: They are Superiors of the So- 
ciety in their turns for one Year, and ft is generally 
at the Superior's Houfe that the Aflfemblies are held, 
' and that every thing may be done in order they all 
contribute a certaii^^um of Mony for common £x- 
pences. 

The Day on which the Aflcmbly is held comes a 
Bonze, pretty well advanced in Years, who is Prcfi- 
dcnt, and fings Anthems to Fo : The Devotees enter 
into the Conlbrt, and after they have feveral times 
cried O mi to Fo^ and beaten very heartily fome fmall. 
Kettles, they fit at the Table and regale themfelvcs ; 
but this is only the ordinary Ceremony. 

On the more fblemn Days they adorn the Houfc - 
ivith feveral Idols placed in order by the Bonzes, 
and with feveral grotefque Paintings, which repre- 
Icnt in divers manners the Torments of Hell ; the 
Prayers and Fcafts laft for fcven Days ; the Grand 
Bonze is aflifled by feveral other Bonzes, who join in 
the Confort. 

During thefe feven Days their principal care is to 
prepai'e and confecrate Trcafures for the other World : 
To this purpofe they build an Apartment with Paper 
painted and gilt, containing every part of a pertedt 
Houfe ; they fill this little Houfe with a great num- 
ber of Pafteboard-Boxes painted and varnifh'd ; in 
thefe Boxes are Ingots of Grold and Silver, or to fpeak 
more properly of gilt Paper, of which there are 
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feveral hundreds, defign'd to redeem them from the 
dreadful Punilhments that the King of the Infernal Re- 
gions inflids on thofe who have nothing to give him ; 
they put a Score by themfelves to bribe the Officers 
of the Tribunal of this King of Shadows ; the reft, 
as well as the Houfe, is jfbr lodging, boarding and 
buying fome Office in the other .World: They Ihut 
op all thefe little Boxes with Padlocks of Paper, then 
they fliut the Doors of the Paper-Houfe, and guard 
it carefully with Locks. 

When the Perfon, who has been at this Expence, 
happens to die, they burn the Houfe firft in a very fcrious 
manner, then they burn the Keys of the Houle, and 
of the little Chefts, that fhe may be able to open 
them and take out the Gold and Silver, for they be- 
lieve the gilt Paper will be turned into fine Silver and 
Gold, and fuppofe the King of the Infernal Regions 
[Ten vang] to be eafily corrupted with this tempting 
Metal. 

This Hope, joined to the oftentatious Shew, makes 
fuch an Impreffion upon the Minds of thefe poor Chi-- 
nefe, that nothing but an extraordinary Miracle of Grace 
can undeceive them -, in a word the Exercife of Re- 
ligion is**,perfe6tly free, and they celebrate this kind 
of Fealts whenever they pleafe, and you have nothing 
but good Words from all thefe Impoflors, who pro- 
mife long Life, great Honours for your Children, 
abundance of Riches in this World, and above all 
things exquifite Happinefs in the next : Such are the 
Extravagancies wherewith thefe Impoflors amufe the 
Credulity of the People ; they have acquired fo great 
Authority over their Minds that there are Idols to be 
fecn every where, which the blind Chinefe invoke 
incefTantly, efpecially in times of Sicknefs, when 
they are to go any Journey, or when they are in 
danger. 

In the Voyage which P. Fontaney made from Siam 
to China in a Chinefe VelTel, he was an Eye-Witncfs 
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of all their Ceremonies, as ridiculous as fuperftitious. 
They had, fays he^ on the Poop of their Vcflel a 
jmall Idol quite black with the Smoke of a Lamp, 
which burns continually to his Honour ; before they 
fat down to Dinner they offered him fome of the 
Viftuals defigned for their own Repaft ; twice ' in a 
Day they threw into the Sea little Gondolaes made of 
Paper, to the end that being employed in over-fctting 
thofe fmall Boats he might fpare their own. 

But if, notwithftanding thefe Prefcnts and Offerings, 
the Waves were violently agitated by the Spirit, which, 
as they believe, governs them, they then burn a great 
many Feathers, whofe Smoke and bad Smell infeft 
the Air, and they pretend by this means to lay the 
Tempeft, and to drive away the evil Demon at a great 
diftance ; but it was at the Sight of a Mountain, which 
they difcovered as they pafled the Channel of Cochin- 
cbinay and where they have built ^an Idol-Temple, 
that they out-did themfclves in their Superftition. 

After they had offered Viftuals, lighted Wax-Can- 
dles, burnt Perfumes, trhrown feveral Figures of gilt 
Paper into the Sea, and had proftrated themfelves a 
great number of times, the Sailors prepared a fmal^ 
Veffel made of Boards, about four Foot long, with 
Mafts, Cords, Sails, Streamers, Compafs, Rudder, 
Boat, Cannon, Provifions, Merchandifes, and even a 
Book of Accompts; they had difpofed upon the 
Quarter-deck, the Forecaftle, and the Cords, as many 
fmall Figures of painted Paper as there were Men in 
the Veffel: They put this Machine upon a Raft, 
and lifted it up with feveral Ceremonies, carried it a* 
bout the Veffel with the Sound of a Drum and Cop- 
per-Bafons ; a Sailor habited like a Bonze was at the 
Head of the Proceflion, fencing with a long Staff, 
and fhouting as loud as poffible j then they let it defcend 
flowly into the Sea, and followed it with their Eyes 
as far as they could fee ; after which this pretended 
Bonze went to the very higheft part of the Stern, 
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where he continued im Shoiits, and wiflied it a happy 
Voyage. . 

As there are Aliemblies of Women \?here the Bon- 
zes prefide, there are likewifc Affemblies of Men^ 
which they call Fafters ; every AiRmbly has its Supe- 
rior, who is as it were Matter of the reft, and who 
has under him a great number of Difciples called Tou 
//, to whom they give the Name of SfeefoUy which is 
as much as to fay, Dodor Father* 

When they are induftrious^ and haVe gained any 
Reputation, they eafily attain this Office ; they pre- 
fcrve in a Family fome old Manufcript, which has 
pafled from Father to Son for feveral Generations ; 
this Book is full of impious Prayers which no body 
underftands, and there i? none but the Head of the 
Family can repeat them ; fometimes thefe Prayers are 
followed with furprifing EfFefts, and there needs nor- 
thing clfc to raifc a Man to the Quality of Sfeefou^ 
and to gain a great number of Difciples : The Days 
on which the Affemblies are held all the Difciples have 
notice to appear, and no Perfon dares ftay away -, the 
Superior is placed in the bottom of the Hall, about 
the middle ; every one proftrates himfelf before him, 
and then place thcmfelvcs to the Right and the Left 
in two Lines v when the time- is come they recite thefe 
fecret and iiirplous Prayers, and make an end by 
placing themfclves at the Table, and plunging them- 
felves into all manner of. Excels, for nothing can be 
-more plcafant than thefe Cbinefe Fafters 5 to lay the 
truth they deny themfelves all their Life the ufe of ^ 
Flelh, Fifli, Wine, Onions, Garfick, and every thing 
that heats, but they know how to make themfelves a- 
mends with other Provifions, and efpecially with the 
liberty of eating as often as they pleafe. 

We are not to fuppofe that this fort of Abftinencc 
is any great trouble to a Cbinefe^ for there are great 
numbers who do not profefs the Art of Fafting^ and 
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yet are contented with Rice ahd Hefbs ibr their Food, 
being not able to pur chafe Flefh. 

When once they havd attained the Degree oi Sfei 
fou^ and have gained a great number of Difciples, the 
fhare that every Difciple is obliged to pay' on the 
Days of ttieeting amounts to a confiderable Sum ia 
the fpace of a Year. 

in fliort there are no Stratagems, nor ridiculous In-r 
ventions^ which thefe Minifters of Satan have not re- 
courfe to, to keep their Followers entirely devoted to 
the God Fo^ and to alienate them from the Preachers 
of the Gofpel ; but be this as it will what has been 
mentioned hitherto is nothing but the Exterior Dodrine 
of Fd taught by the Bonzes, and adjufted to the ArtiT- 
fices which they make ufe of to impofe on the Credui- 
lity of the People : As to the Interior Doftrine very 
few are allowed to be acquainted with its Myfteries, 
the Body of the Bonzes in general are thought to be 
too ftupid to partake thereof; for thofe who are ini>- 
tiated muft have a fublime Genius, that they may be 
capable of attaining the higheft Perfedion. 

This Interior Doftrine is the lame that was taught 
by Fo in the laft Moments of his Life, and which his 
DifcipleSi whom he trufted moft, have, taken care to 
explain and propagate : We need do nothing more 
than mention this ridiculous Syftem, to fliew how for 
the f**olly of Mankind will lead thofe who give way 
to fuch like Extravagancies.. 

They teach that a Vacuum or Nothing is the Prin- 
ciple of all things, that from this our firft Parents had 
their Original, and to this they returned after then: 
Death ; that the Vacuum is that which conftitutes our 
Being and Subftance ; that it is from Nothing, and the 
mixture of the Elements, that all things are produced, 
and to which they all return ; that all Beings differ 
from one another only by their Shape and Qualities, 
in the fame manner as Snow, Ice, and Hail differ 
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from each other; and in the iatne manner as they 
make a Man, a Lion, or Ibme other Creature oi 
the fame Metal, .which lofing their Shapes and 
Qualities become again the iame uniform Mais. 

Thus they fay all Beings, as well animate as in^ 
animate, tho' differing in ,their Qualities and Fi- 
gures, are only the iame thing proceeding from the 
fame Principje ; thifi Principle is a moft admirable 
thing, exceeding pure, free from all Alteration, very 
fine, fimple, and by its Simplicity is the Perfedbioii 
of all Beings; in'lhort it is very perfect, andconi- 
ftantly at reft, without Energy, Power, or Under- 
ftanding, nay more its Eflfence confifts in being without 
Underftanding, without Aftion, without Ddliree ; to 
live happy we muft continually ftrive by Meditation^ 
and frequent Viftories over ouHelves, to becomelikethis 
Prindpium^ and to this end accuftom ourfelves to do 
nothing, to defire nothing, to perceive nothing, to 
think on nothing ; diejre is no Difpute about Vices or 
Virtues, Rewards or Punifhments, Providence and 
the Immortality of the Soul ; all Hplinefs confifts in 
ceafing to be, and to be fwallowed up by Nothing; 
the nearer we approach to the nature of a Stone, or 
the Trunk of a Tree, the more perfect we arfe ; in 
Ihort it is in Indolence and I naftivity, in a CeflSition 
of all Paffions, in a Privation of every Motion of 
the Body, in an Annihilation of all the Faculties of 
the Soul, and in the general Sufpcnfion of all Thought, 
that Virtue and Happinefs conlift ; when a Man ha;5 
once attained this happy State he will then meet with 
no further Viciflitudcs and Tranfmigrations, he has 
nothing to fear for the fiiture, becaufe properly fpeak- 
ing he is Nothing ; or if he is any thing he is Happy, 
and to fay every thing in one word he is perteftly 
like the God Fo. ^ 

This Doftrine is not without its Followers even at 
Court, where it was- embraced by fome Grandees: 
The Emperor Kao tjbng was fo bcwitch'd with it, 

E 2 that 
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that he refign'd the Government of the Empire to his 
adopted Son, that he might entirely addift himfelf to 
thefe (hipid and fenfelefs Meditations. 

However the greateft part of the Learned have op- 
pofed this Seft, and among others a famous Cdao 
called Poei guei, a zealous Difciple of Confucius ; they 
aJttack*d it with all their might, proving that this 
Apathy, or rather this monftrous Stupidity, over- 
turned all MoraKty and Civil Society ; that Man is 
railed only above other Beings by his thinking and 
reafoning Faculties, and by his Application to the 
Knowledge and Praftice of Virtue -, that to afpire af- 
ter this foolifh Inaftivity is renouncing the moft efl^n- 
tial Duties, aboliftiing the neceflary Relation of Fa- 
ther and Son, Husband and Wife, Prince and Sub- 
jeft, and that if this Doftrine was followed it would 
reduce all the Members of a State to a Condition 
much inferior to that of Beafts. 

Thus China is become a Prey to all forts of ridicu- 
lous and extravagant Opinions ; and though fome of 
the Learned oppofc thefe Sefts, and treat them as 
Herefies, and have fometimes inclined the Court to 
cjctirpate them throughout the Empire, yet fuch In- 
clinations have been attended with no Effed, for hi- 
therto they have been tolerated, either through fear of 
exciting Commotions among the People, or becaufe 
they have had fecret Favourers and Proteftors among 
the Learned themfclves •, fo that all that they ever do 
is to condemn Hcrcfy in general, which is put in 
praftice every Year at Peking. 

It is this monftrous heap of Superftitions, Magick, 
Idolatry and Atheifm, that, having very early infefted 
the Minds of fome of the Learned, has fpawn'd a' 
SecSt which is embraced in the room of Religion or 
Philpfdphy, for it is difficult to give it a true Title, 
nor perhaps do they know what to call it them- 
felvcs. 

8 Of 
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Of the SeSi of fome, of the Learned of tbefe 

later Times. 

npHE modern Dodtors, who arc Authors of a^ 
new Dodrine, by which they pretend to explain 
whatever is obfcure in the ancient Books, appeared 
under the Reign of the nineteenth Family 6f Song^ 
above a thoufand Years after Idolatry had got foot- 
ing in China : The Troubles that the different Sefts, 
and the Wars caufed in the Empire, haveintirely ba- 
ni(h*d from it the love of the Sciences, ^nd jntro^ 
duced Ignorance and Corruption of Manners, which 
have been predominant there for many Ages. 

There wcr? then found but few Doftors who were 
capable, of roufing Mens Minds from fo general a 
Lethargy, but the Tafte the Imperial Family of ^Je?;/^ 
had fpr the ancient Books reviv*d, by little and little, 
an* Emulation for Learning ^ there appeared among 
the principal Mandarins Men of Genius and Spirit, 
who undertook to explain not only the ancient Cano- 
nical Books, but the Interpretation made thereon by 
Ccnfucius^ by Mencius his Difciple, and other cele- 
brated Authors. 

About the Year 1070 was the time that tbefe In- 
terpreters appeared, who gained a great Reputation i 
the moft famous were I'chu tfi and TcUng tfe^ who 
pubHlh*d their Works under the Reign of the fixth 
Prince of the Family of Song ; Tcbu hi diftingui(h*d 
himfelf fo greatly by his Capacity, that they rever*d 
him as the Prince of Lestrning : Though thefe Au- 
thors have been had in efteem for thefe five or fix hun- 
dred Years paft, yet they are ftill look'd upon as mo- 
dern Authors, efpecially when compared with the 
ancient Interpreters, who lived fifteen Ages bqfoije 
them. 

E 3 In 
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In a word about the* Year of our Lord 1400 the 
Emperor Tot^ lo made choice of forty-two of the 
moft skilful Doftors, whom he commanded to reduce 
the Dodrine into one Body, and to take efpecial no- 
tice of the Commentaries of fcbu tfe and Tcbing //Zr, , 
who flourifh*d under the Reign of the Family of Song. 

Thefe Mandarins apply'd themfelves to this Work, 
and befides their Interpretation of the Canonical Books, 
and of the Works of Confudus and MenciuSj they 
compofed another containing twenty Volumes, and 
gave it the Title of Sing It ta tfuen^ that is. Of Nature 
or Natural Philofopby : They followed, according to 
their Orders, the Doftrines of thefe two Writers, and 
that they might not fccm to abandon the Serife and 
Doftrine of ancient Books, fo much efteemed in the 
Empire, they endeavoured by falfe Interpretation, and 
by Wrefting the Meaning, to make them fpeak their 
own Sentiments. 

The Authority of the Emperor, the Reputation of 
the Mandarins, their ingenious and polite Style, the 
new Method of handling the Subjeft, dieir Boaft of 
underftahding the ancient Books, gave a Reputation 
to their Works, and many of the Learned were gainM 
over thereby. 

Thefe new Doftors pretended that their Doftrin^ 
was founded on the mofl: ancient of the Cbtnefe Books, 
but their Explanations were very obfcure, and full of 
equivocal Expreflions, that made it feem as tho* they 
-were afraid of rejefting the old Doftrines, and yet 
in reality what they advanced wai entirely new : 
The following is a Sketch of their Syftem, which it 
is hard to make Scnfe of, and perhaps the Inventers ^ 
themfelves had no clear Notions of what they had 
written. 

They give the firft Principle of all things the 
Name of Tat kiy which they fay is impoflible to be 
explained, being feparatcd from Imperfeftions of 
Matter, and therefore can have no Appellation agree- 
able 
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kble to its Nature : However they compare it to the 
Ridge of a Houfc, which fervcs to unite the Roof ; to 
th6 Root of a Tree, to the Axletrec of a Chariot, to 
a Hinge on which all things turn ; and they affirm it 
to be the Bafis, the Pillar, and the Foundation of all 
things : It is not, fay tbeyy a chimerical Being, like 
to the Vacuum of the Bonzes ; but it is a real Being 
which had Exiftence befoi'e all things, and yet is Tidt 
diftin^ilhable from them, being the fame thing with 
the Pcrfeft and the Imperfedt, the Heaven, the 
Earth, and the five Elements, infomuchtbat every 
thing may in a Senfe be called tat ki. 

They fay likewife that we ought to confider of it 
as a thing immoveable and at reft ^ when it moves it 
produces a Tang^ which is- a. perfedb, iubtile, aftive . 
Matter, and is in continilalr motion ; when it is at 
reft it produces 2«, a Matter grofs, imperfedt, and 
without motion : This is fomething like a Man who, 
while he is at reft, profoundly meditates upon a Sub- 
jed, and who proceeds from Reft to Motion when he 
has explained what he meditated upon : From the Mix- 
ture of thefe two fqfs of Matter arife the five Ele- 
ments, which by their Union and Temperament pro- 
duce (Afferent Beings, and diftinguifli one thing from 
another : Hence arife the continual Viciffitudes of the 
Parts of the Univcrfe, the Motibn of the Stars, the 
Repofe of the Earth, the Fruitfidnefs or Sterility of 
the Plains : They add that this Matter, or rather this 
Virtue inherent in Matter, produces, orders and pre- 
fcrves all parts of the Univerfe ; that it is the Caufe 
of all the Changes, and yet is ignorant of its own 
regular Operations. 

. However nothing is more furprizing than to read 
trf* the Perfeftions that thefe modern Commentators 
attribute to T'ai ki: They fay its Extenfion is infi. 
nite, its Nature pure and perfeft. Duration without 
Beginning and without End : It is the Idea, the Mo- 
del, and the Source of all things, and the Eficncc of 

E4 all 
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all other Beings : In Ihort in fome places they fpeak 
of it as of an animated Being, and give it the Name 
of Soul and Spirit, and look upon it as the Supreme 
Underftanding, but when they would reconcile thefe 
Notions to the ancient Books they fajl into the moft 
manifeft Contradictions. 

To the fame Beings which theji call Tat kiy they like- 
yfKt give the Name of Liy and this, they fay far- 
ther, join*d to Matter is the Compofition of all Na- 
tural Bodies, and fpecificates and diftinguifhes one 
thing from another -, their Method of Reafoning is as 
follows : You make out of a picte of Wood a Stool 
or a Table, but the £i gives the Wood tht Form of 
the Table or Stool, and when they are broke the U 
of neither fubfifts any longer. 

Their Reafonings in Points of Morality are the 
fame ; they call Li that which eftablifties the recipro- 
cal Duty between the Prince and the Subject, the Fa-. 
ther and the Son, the Husband and the Wife ; they 
give like wife the Name of Li to the Soul, becaufe it 
informs the Body, and when it ceafes to inform it the 
ii is faid to be deflroy'd-, in |he fame manner, y&y 
tbey^ as Ice difTolved by Heat lofes the Li whereby it 
became Ice, and reafTumes its Fluidity and Natural 
Being. 

In fhort when they have difputed in this unintelli- 
gible manner concerning the Nature of 7ai ki and 
ii, they neceflarily fall into Atheifm, becaufe they 
exclude every efficient fupernatural Caufe, and admit 
no other Principle than an inanimate Virtue or Ener- 
gy united to the Matter, to which they give the Name 
of Li or Tai ki. 

But they find themfel ves mofl embarrafsM when they 
would fain elude the great number of plain Texts, in 
the ancient Books, which fpeak of Spirits, of Juflicc, 
of the Providence of a Supreme Being, and the 
Knowledge which he has of the Secrets of Mens 
Hearts;, idc. for when they endeavour to explain 
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them in their own grofs manner theyi ^rc^ Gcr^in to 
fall into frefh Contradiftions, deftroying in one place 
what they eftablilh in another. 

However if we may credit the Teftimony of a 
great number of Miffionaries, who have Ipcnt the 
chief part of their Lives in the Empire, and who 
have gain'd an exaft Knowledge of the Cbinefe Af- 
feirs by means of ftudying their Books, and conver- 
fing with Men of the greateft Repute for Knowledge 
among them, the truly Learned have not given way 
to thefc mad Notions, but have adhered ftriftly to the 
Text of the ancient Books, without regarding the ex- 
tr^yagant Opinions ^f modern Commentators. 

So that the Sed of the Learned may very properly 
be iaid to be of two Clafles. 

The firft are thofc who pay little regard to the^ 
Commentaries of the Moderns, but have the fame No- 
tion of the Supreni^ Peing, the Author of the Uni* 
verfe, as the old Cbinefe, that is the Cbinefe who have 
lived fince Fo biy and before the time of thefe new 
Commentators. 

The fecond are thofc who, neglefting the Text, 
leek the Senfe of the ancient Do6trine in the Gloflcs 
of the new Commentators, and adhering, like them, to 
a new Philofophy are defirous of gaining a Reputa- 
tion from their confufed and dark Notions ; they are 
willing *tQ perfuade People that they are able to ex- 
plain the manner of the Produdtion and Government 
of the World by material Caufcs, and yet they would 
ftill be thought the true Difciples of Confucius. 

But that I n^ay ad^ the part of z, faithful Hiftorian, 
I cannot deny thaf fome of the Mil$onaries have been v 
perfuaded that all the Learned in the EmipirC; are no 
better than fo many Atheifts, and that whatever De- 
clarations the Emperor Cang hi and others have 
made to the contrary, have been the Effcfts of mere 
Complaifance, or downright Diffimulation ; for tho* 
the, abov^qjeptipn'd Prince aver^d that it was not to 

'the 
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the vifibk^nd material Htown that he offcl^d Sacri- 
fice, but to the Lord and Creator of Heavcft knd 
Earth, and all things, he might meaft the Root lind 
Origin of all things, which i^ nothing elfe but the Li 
dr Celeftial Virtue inherent in Matter, which is, ac- 
cording to the Cbinefe Atheifts, the Principle of all 
things. 

Befides when we read iii their Books, or hear the 
Cbinefe affirm. That Life and Death, Poverty and 
Riches, and all Events in general, defend ort Tten or 
Heaven •, that nothing is done but by his Orders, that 
he rewards the Good and punifhes the Wicked, that 
he calinot be deceived, that he fees all things, hears 
Jill things, and knows all things, that he penetrates 
the fecret Recefles of the Hedrt, that he heirs the 
Complaints of the Gopd and Virtuous, and grants their 
Petitions, ^c. All thefe Expreflibns, according to 
them, ought to be looked upon as metaphorical, by 
Which they would have the People undefftand that all 
things happen as if in reality Heaven was an intelli- 
gent Being, 

In fhort they pretend that as the Stoicks afcribed 
the variety of Events to fatal Neceffity, in like man- 
her the Learned among the Cbinefe attribute to Hea- 
. ven, and the Influence thereof, Good and Evil, Re- 
Wards and Punilhments, the Revolutions bf States 
and Kingdoms ; and, in a word, all forts of Events, 
whether happy or unhappy that we fee in the 
World. 

Thus having related the Seritinrtents of skilful Per- 
fons, who have made it their Bufinefs to ftudy the 
Cbinefe Affairs, I muft n©t forget a particular fort 
among the Learned of this Nation, who have com- 
pofed a Syftem of their own from all the different 
Sefts, and have endeavoured to reconcile all toge- 
ther. 

As the Study of Letters is the Road to the higheft 
Dignities, and as it is open to Perfons of all degrees, 

there 
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thefd muft needs be many of mesm-Extraftkin, -wh^ 
have been brought up in Idolatry^ and when they ht* 
come Mandarins, cither through the Prejudice of thfeir 
Education, or a publkk Coniplaifence to the Ft6plt^ 
and to maintain the publick Tranquillity^ ftcm t» 
adopt the. Opinions of every different Sell:, and tht 
rather becaufc the CiK»^ of all Ranks feWom jdolc 
any farther than the prefent Life: The Matidariiis^ 
vrho are generally the living Deities 6f the Country^ 
have iekiom any other God but their Fortunle, and as 
it is fubjedt to feva-al troublefome Ttirns their . princi-. 
pal Care is to avoid thefe Misfortunes, and to kecrp 
themfelves fafe in their Pofts. The Students, who 
may be look'd upon as the.leflfer Nobility, have no- 
thing at heart but a certain Honour, which confifts in 
fucceeding in their Examinations, and in raifing them- 
felves to the higheft Degree. The Merchants think* ^ 
of nothing, from Morning to Night, but their Bufl- 
nels ; and the reft of the People are intirely taken u^ 
in procuring a Livelihood, that is a fmall quantity 6[ 
Rice and Pulfe : In this manner is the Time of all th6 
Cbin^f^ taken up. 

The Learned, of whom I am fpeakirtg, are as for* 
ward ail the reft in declaiming againft felfe Sefts, but 
Experience fliews that they are as much Slaves to Fo 
as the Vulgar themfelves ; their Wives, who are 
ftrongly attached to Idols, have a kind of an Altar in 
the moft honourable part of their Houfes, whereoi^ 
they place a Company of Images finely gilt ; and 
here, whether out of Complaifance, or otherwife^ 
thefe pretended Difciples of Confucius often bow thd 
Knee. * 

The extreme Ignorance of the Nation greatly con- 
tributes to the readinefs wherewith thefe Cbtnefe 
Doftors, as well as the Vulgar, fall into the itioft ri- 
diculous Superftitions ; but this Ignorance has no re- 
lation to their Skill in carrying on Bufinefi, for in thi^ 
they generally exceed the Europeans 5 nor does it re* 

fpeft 



6o 77>e General History of 

fpe^ their Laws of <jbvernment, for no People in* 
> tnc World have better j nor yet docs it regard their 

JVIoral Philofophy, for their Books are fiiil of wife 
Maxims if they would but put them in praftice: 
But their moft skilful Dodtors are ignorant of all other 
ports of Philofophy, for they know not how to rea- 
ion juftly on the Effefts of Nature concerning their 
Souls, or the Supreme Being, for thefe things take up 
but little erf" their Thoughts ; nor do they much con- 
cern themfelves about the Neceflity of Religion, or 
their State after Death : However there is no Nation 
in the World more addicted to Study, but then they 
fpend their younger Years in learning to read, and the 
* remainder of their Lives is taken up either in the Du- 
ties of their Funftion, or in compofing Academical 
Difcourfcs. 

This grofs Ignorance of Nature makes great num- 
bers attribute the moft common Accident to fome Evil 
Genius, but this is chiefly among the common Peo- 
ple, elpecially among the Women, and they endea^ 
vour to appeafc it by impious and ridiculous Ceremo- 
nies ; fometimes they pay Homage to fome Idol, or 
rather to the Demon belonging thereto ; fometimes to 
fome high Mountain or great Tree, or an imaginary 
Dragon which they fuppofe in the Sky or at the bot- 
tom of the Sea ^ or elle, which is ftill more extrava- 
gant, to the Qumteffence of fome Animal, for inftance 
a Fox, an Ape, a Tortoife, a Frog, ^c. 

They affirm that thefe Animals, after they have 
liv'd fome time, have the Power of purifying their 
Eflcncc, and of diyefting themfelves of whatever is. 
grofi and earthly, and this refin'd part which remains 
is that which troubles the Imagination of Men and 
Women ; but of all a Fox thus purify'd .is the moft 
dreadfiil. 

There are three other things that contribute greatly 
^o keep them in Ignprancc, 

' The 
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» The firft is what the Cinnefe call Souan Ming^ ^eU 
Ung of fortunes ; the Country is full of a fort of Peo- 
ple who pretend to be skilful in reading the Deftinies ? 
of Mankind ; they are generally blind, and go from 
Houfe to Houfe playing" on a kind of Theorboe^ and 
will give a Specimen of their Skill for about a Half- 
penny ; it is furprifing to hear their extravagant Fan- 
cies about the Letters of the Year, Day, Month and 
Hour of a Pcrfon's Birth ; they will predift the ge- 
neral Misfortunes that attend you, but are very par- 
ticular in promifing Riches and Honours, and great 
Succefs in Trade or Study ; they will acquaint you 
with the Caufe of your own Diftcmpcr, or that of 
your Children, and the reafon of your Father's or 
Mother's Death, which they always pretend is owing 
to fome Idol that you have ofFendedi and muft ap- 
peafe ; if what they have foretold comes to pa6 by - 
mere chance, then they are confirm'd in their Errors ; ^j 
but if the contrary happens they are latisfied with ' 
laying, that this Man did not underftand his Buftnefs. 

The fecond thing is drawing the Lots called Pa 
coua ; there are feveral manners of drawing them, but 
the moft common is to go before an Idol and burn -. 
certain Perfumes, knocking the Forehead feveral times 
againft the Ground ; there is alfo near the Idol a Box 
full of' flat Sticks, one whereof they let fall at a ven- 
ture, on which there are Enigmatical Charafters writ- 
ten, the Senfe of which is explained by the Bonze 
who prefides over the Ceremony, or elfe they confult 
an old Writing which is ftuck againft the Wall, . by 
which they find out the Conjuration ; this is com- 
monly put in praftice when they undertake any Af- 
fair of moment, or are going any Journey, or are a-^ 
'bout marrying their Children, and upon a hundred 
other Occafions, that they may meet with a fortunate 
Day and happy Succefs. 

But -the third thing is moft ridiculous of all, and 
what the C/&i//^ are moft infatuated with; they call 

it 
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it Fo^g cbouij that is 72^/ IFind and fFiUer, and they 
mean by that the happy or unhappy Situation of a 
Houfe, and Specially of a Burying-place ; if by 
chance a Neighbour builds Houibs in a contrary Si- 
tuation to your own, and onfe of the Corners of his 
18 oppolice to the Side of yours, it is iuflicient to 
make you believe that all is loft, and it begets a Ha- 
tred that cannot be extinguifh'd as long as the new 
Houfc itands, and is an Affair that may be brought 
betbre the Mandarin ; but if there happens to be no 
cdier Remedy, you muft fet up a Dragon, or fome 
other Monfter, made of baked Clay, on the middle 
of your Roof ; the earthen Dragon muft give a ter- 
rible Look againft the fatal Cbrner, and open a dread- 
ful Mouth as it were to fwallo w up the evil Fang 
cbauiy chat is the bad Air^ and then you will be a little 
x^orefecure. 

. This was the Method that was taken by the Go- 
vernor of Hien tcbang to defend himfelf ag»inft the 
Jefuit's Church, which is built i^on an Eminence^ 
and overlooks his Palace in the Bottom \ he had like- 
wife the Precaution to turn the Apartments of his Pa- 
lace a little more oblique, and raifed about two hun- 
dred Paces from the Church a kind o6 a Gatehoufe 
three Stories . high to ftave off the Influence of the 
Tten tcbu tang^ tliat is The Church of the Lord of 
Heaven. 

Many other things might be related with regard to 
the Situation of a Houfc, the Place of the Door, and 
the Day. and Manner of building the Oven for Rice; 
but that wherein the Fang choui triumphs moft are the 
Tombs and Sepulchres of the Dead : There are a fort 
of Impoftors, whofe Bufinefs it is to find out a fortunate 
Hill or Mountain for this purpofe, and when they 
have determined, by their juggling Tricks,, which is 
io no Sum of Mony is thought too great for the 
Purchafe of it. 
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Th9 Cbimfe logic uppn the Fong cixufi ^s fomething^ 
in a fy[i(Cj more precious than Life itfelf^ becai^ 
they are perfuaded th^t the Happinefc or Unhappinefs 
^ijL'ik. depends upon this ridiculous Chimera ; fo th^f 
if aoy Perfon has greyer Talents and Capacity th^9 
we ijeft. of Mankind, if he attains his Doftpr** Dqt 
gree e^ily, or is.raifed to aMandrinate, if he h^s fcr 
Yftral Children, or lives tp a good old Age, or fi^:- 
ceeds in Trade, itisneidier his Wit, Skill, or Pror 
bity that is the Caufe, it 13 his Houfe happily fitaated, 
it, is the Sepulchre of Ws. Anceftors that hm an ^dr»ir 

rable F^ng chm. ' . 




Of the Skill of the Chinefe in the Sciences, 

117 ]^ E N we caft our Eyes on the great number 
^^' of Libraries in China magnificently built, finer 
ly adgra'd, and enrifh'd with a prodigious CoHeftioa 
of 5pol^ ; when we cijnfider the vaft number of their 
Do^rs and Colleges eftablilhed in all the Cities of 
the Empire, their Obfervatorics, and their conftant 
Application to watch tHe courfe of the Stars , and 
wjien we farther refleft that by Study alone the h^h- 
^ Dignities are attained, and that Men arc generaJr 
ly.preterM in; proportion to their Abilities; that ac- 
cording to the Laws of the Empire the Learned only- 
have, . for above four thouland Years, been Governors 
of Cities and Provinces, and have enjoyed all the Of- 
fices about the Court, one would be tempted to believe, 
that of all the Nations in the World China muft 
be the moft knowing and moft learned. 

However a fmall acquaintance with them will foon 
undeceive one ; for tho* it muft be acknowledged that 
the Chinefe have a great deal of Wit, yet it is not 
an inventive, fearching, penetrating Wit, nor have 

they 
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they brought to pcrfeftion any of the Ipeculatiye 
Sciences which require Subtil ty and Penetration. 

Yet I am not willing to find fault with their Ca- 
pacity, fince it is very j)lain that they fucceed in other 
things which require as great a Genius and as deep 
a Penetration as the ipeculative Sciences \ but there are 
two principal Obftacles which hinder their Progrefs 
in thefe kind of Sciences ; i . There is nothing Within 
or without the Empire to ftir up their Emulation ! 
2. Thofe who are able to diftinguilh themfelvcs 
therein have no Reward to expeft for their Labour. 

The chief and only way that leads to -Riches, Ho- 
nours, and Offices, is the Study of the Canonical 
Books, Hiftory, the Laws and Morality ; it is to 
learn to write in a polite manner, in Terms fuitable 
to the Subjed treated upon v by this means the De- 
gree of Dodtor is obtained, and when that is over 
they are poifeflcd of fuch Honour and Credit that 
the Conveniencies of Life follow foon after, becaufe 
then they ar^ fiire to have a Government in a Ihort 
time 5 even thofe who wait for this Poft, when they 
return into their Provinces, are greatly refpefted by 
the Mandarin of the Place, their Family is protefted 
from vexatious Moleftations, and they there enjoy a 
great many Privileges. 

But as there is nothing like this to hope for by 
thofe who apply themfelves to the §)eculativc 
Sciences, and as the Study of them is not the Road 
to Affluence and Honours, it is no wonder that thefe 
fort of abftrafted Sciences Ihould be neglefted by the 
Cbinefe. 

Of the Chinefc L o •g i c k. 

L O G I C K, which is fo greatly refined in Eu- 
rope J in China is void of all Precepts ; they have in- 
vented no Rules to bring Argumentation to Per- 
feftion, for they know not how to define, divide,, or 
draw Confequences 5 they follow nothing but the na- 
tural 
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tural Light of Rcafon ;. it is by this alone, and with- 
out any AfBftance from Art, that they compare fe- 
vcral Id^s together, and draw Confequences fuffi* 
ciently juft. 

Of tMr R H £ 1 6 R i c k. 

THEIR Rhctorick i«, in Kkc manner^ intirely 
natmal, they being Kttle acquainted with proper Rules 
to adorn and emhellifli a Diicourie ; aod yet they are 
not abiblutely without. Imitation generally fcrving 
them in the room of Precepts ; they are fetisfied with 
reading the mod ekxjuenc Pieces, and obferve the 
Strokes that are nFioft likely to ^ffeft the Mind, and 
make fuch an Impreflion as they defire ; *tis after 
theie Models that they copy when they compoie any 
fet Difcourfe. 

As for other things their Eloquence does not con- 
Ilft in a proper Arrangement c^ Periods, but in live- 
ly Expreflions, noble Metaphors, in bold Compari- 
fons, and chieBy in Maxims and Sentences extraded 
from the ancient Sages, who expreis themfelVes in a 
lively, concife, and myfterious Style, containing a 
great deal of Senfe, and variety of Thoughts in- a 
few Words. 

Of their M u s i c Ki 

I F you will credit them they are the fif ft who 
, invented Mufick, and they boaft of having formerly 
broqght it to the highcft Perfeftion : If what they fay 
is true they muft be greatly d^nerated, for it is at 
prefent fo imperfcd that it hardly deferves the 
Name, as may be judged by fome of their Airs,- 
which I have pricked down to give fome Notion 
thereof. 

It is true that in former times it was in great 
cfteem, and Confucius himfclf undertook to introduce 
Precepts concerfting it in every Province, whofc 
Government he was intruftcd with : The Chmfe 

Vol. III. F them* 
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themfelves at this Dsiy greatly bewail the Loik of the 
ancient Books which treated of Miifick. 

At prefent Mufick is feUom ufcd but at Plays, 
Feafts, Marriages, and fuch like Occafions : The 
Bonzes uife k at Funerak, but when they fing they 
never raife and fall their Voice a Semi-tone, but only 
a Third, a Fifth, or an. Oftave, and this Harmony 
is very charming to die Ears of the Chinefe. In like 
manner their Concerts have no Dependance on the 
variety of Tone^ nor the difference of Parts, they 
, all fmg the Air as i& pradifed throughout the r^ft of 
Afta. 

They Kke the European Mufick well enough, pro- 
vided that there is but one Voic^ to accompany the 
Sound of feveral Inftruments: But as for the moll 
curious Part of Mufick, I mean the Contr^ of dif- 
ferent Voices, of grave and acute Sounds, Diefes, 
Fugues, Syncopes, they are not at all agreeable to their 
Tafte, for they look upon them as no better than dif- 
ftgreeable Confufion. 

They have no mufical Notes, nor amy Sign tp 
denote the Diverfity of Tones, the raifing or falling 
of the Voice, and the reft of the Variations that 
conftitute Harmony : The Airs which they fing or 
play upon their Inftruments are gpt only by Rote, 
and are learnt by the Ear ; neverthelefs they make 
new ones fi'om Time to Time, and the late Emperor 
Cong hi has compofed fome himfelf. Thefe Airs 
play*d upon their Inftruments, or fung by a good 
Voice, have fomething in them that will pleafc even 
an European Ear. 

The Eafe wherewith we retain an Air after the firft 
Hearing,by the affiftance of Notes, extremely furpriz*d 
the late Emperor Cang hi: In the Year 1679 he 
fent for P. Grimaldi and P. Pereira to play upon an 
Organ and an Harpficord that they had formerly pre- 
fented him •, he liked our European Airs, and feem^d' 
to take great Pleafure in them ; then ordere"d his 
Muficians to play a Cbinefe^ Air upon their Inftru- 
ments, 
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menlSy sy)4 play'd likewiie hlmfelf in a very graceful 
maftner. 

P. P^reira took his Pocket-book and pricked down 
ail che Tune while the MiiTicians were playing, and 
when t&ey had made an end repeated k widiout 
mtiTing one Note, whkh the Emperor could fcarcely 
believe his forprize was fo great. He bellowed great 
Encomiums upon the Juftncis^ Harmony, and Faci- 
lity of the European Mufick; but he admired, above 
all, that the Father had learnt in fo fhort a time an Air 
which had been ib troublefome to him and his Mufl* 
cians, and that by the AfMance of Charadters he 
could rccolleft it at any time with Pleafure. 

To be more certain of this he put him to the 
Trial fcvcral times, and fung feveral different Airs, 
which the Fath^ took down in his Book, and then 
repeated exaftly with the greateft Juftnefs : It muft 
be owned, cried the Emperor, the European Mufick 
is incomparable ; and this Father (i^)eaking of P. Pe- 
reira) has not his Equal in all the Empire. This 
Prince afterwards eflsttJilhed an Academy of Mufick, 
apd made the moft skilful Peribns in that Science 
Mcnift)ers of it, and committed it to the Care of his 
third Son, a Man of Letters, and who had read much. 
They began by examining all the Authors that had 
wrote upon the Subjed, they cauied all forts of In- 
ftruments to be made after the ancient Manner, and 
according to the Size propofed : The Faults of thefe 
Inftruments were difcovo-ed and correded, after 
"which they compofed a Book in four Tomes with 
this Tide, Vj&^ true DoSrine of Li lu, written by the 
Order of the Emperor : To thefe four Tomes they ad- 
ded a Fifth concerning the Elements of European 
Mufick made by P. Pereira. 

The Cbinefe have invented eight forts of Mufical 
Inftruments, which they think to have the neareft 
relation to a human Voice ; fbme are of Metal like 
our Bells, others are of Stone, and one among the 
reft has fome refemblance to our Trumpet. 

F 3 There 
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There are likewife others compofed of Skins like 
our Drums, of which there are feveral Kinds, and 
fome are fo heavy that it is ncceflary to fupport them 
with a Piece of Wood before they can be ufai : They 
have alfo Inftruments with Strings, but the Strings are 
generally of Silk, feldom of Gut. Such are the Cynl- 
bals that are play*d upon by the blind People, as alfb 
their Violins, each of which have but three Strings. 

There is another Inftrument of feven Strings very- 
much cftecm'd, and not difegreeable when play*d up- 
on by a skilful Hand : They have others that are 
made of nothing but Wood, and confift of pretty 
large Boards, which they clap againft each other. 

In fhort they have Wind-InftruYnents of two or 
three Sorts, fuch as Flutes, and a kind of fmall Or- 
gan, which yields an agreeable Sound, 

Of their Ar ithmetick. 

THEY are pretty well verfed in Arithmetick, 
and we find in their Books the four Principal Rules 
teaching how to add, fubftraft, multiply, and divide. 
But it is not by Calculation that they put thefe Rules 
in praftice, for they have nothing like our Figures 
whereby they may perform the Operation. 
,h^ In cafting up Accounts they make ufc of an In- 
fXj^^y" ftrument called Souan pan^ which confillsof a fmall 
^ / Board crofs'd from the Bottom to the Top, having 
ten or twelve parallel Rods with a Separation in the 
Middle ; upon thefe Rods are put fmall Ivory Balls 
that flip up and down ; the two which are in the up- 
per one ftand each for five Units, and the five be- 
low for Units. 

In joining and feparating the Balls they reckon 
much in the fame Manner as we do with Counters, 
but with io much eafe and readinefs that they will 
keep Pace with a Man, without difficulty, who is 
reading a Book of Accounts. Our Europeans^ with 
the Afliftance of Figures, are nothing nigh fo quick 
as the Chineje in calling' up the mod confiderable 
Sums. Souan 
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Of their Geometry. 

A S for their Geometry it is foperficial enough, for 
they have but little Knowledge dthcr in the Theory 
or Praftice ; if they undertake to folve wiy Problem, 
it is rather by Induftion than by any ftated Rules : 
However they neither want Skill nor Exaftnefs in 
meafuring their Land, nor m fctding the Extent and 
Bounds 5 and their Method of furveying is eafy, and 
ysry certain. 

Of the other Parts of the Mathematicks, 

THE other Parts of the Mathematicks were en- 
tirely unknown to the Chinefe^ and it ic not above 
an Age ago fince they began to perceive their Ig- 
norance, when the Miffionaries went firft into China. 

This Nation, naturally proud, look'd upcMi theni- 
fel vcs as the moft Learned in the World, and they 
enjoy *d this Reputation without difturbance, becaufe 
they were acquainted wit-h no People more knowing 
than themfelves, but they were undeceived by the 
Ingenuky of the Miffionaries who appeared at Court : 
The Proof which they gave of their Capacity ferv'd 
greatly to authorife their Miniftry, and to gain efteem 
for the Religion which they preach'd. 

The late Emperor Cmig bi^ whofe chief Delight 
was to acquire Knowledge, was never weary of fee- 
ing or hearing them : On the other hand the Je- 
fuites, perceiving how neceflary the Proteftion of this 
great Prince was to the Progrefs of the Gofpel, o- 
bitted nothing that might excite his Curiofity, and 
fatisfy this natural relifli for the Sciences. 

They gave him an infight into Opticks by ma- 
king him a Prefent of a Semi-Cylinder of a light 
kind of Wood •, in the middle of its Axis was placed 
^ Convex-Glafs, which, being turned towards any 
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Objedl, painted the Image mthkx tiie Tube to a gneat 

Tht EmpetxDT was ff^snAj pleaied ^kh fo unu&nl 
H Sig^, and d^red to have a Machine made in his 
Garden at fekingy Mrherein, withoot tieen feen himfelf) 
be might ibe ev^ thing dutt pa&*d ni the Sticea 
$ind neigh^bouring Places. 

They pr^^ped iw this purpofe m ObjeA-Gla(s <i(f 
inudi greater Diamecer, ^ind made in the thickeft 
Garden Wall a great Window in the Shape of a Py- 
lamid, the Balis of which was towards the Garden, 
and the Point towards the Street : At the Point they 
fix^ the Gla&^Eye over againil the Place wh^e there 
;warS the gma^ Concourfe of People ; at the Balis 
was made a large Cloiet, fhut up cloie on aJ} Sides 
and very dark. 

It wstt thei« that the Empa^r came with his 
Qyeevis to obforc die lively Images of every thing 
that pailed in the Street ^ and this Sight pleafed him 
^xtpetimiy, bat it diarmol the Prinodies a great deal 
more, who could not otherwife behold this Spedade, 
theCuftom of China not allowing them to go out of 
the Palace. 

P. Gfimaldi gave anot^Ker wonderftil Spe6tac]e by ' 
•his Skill in Opticks in the Je&its Garden at Peking, - 
which greatly aSSx>nifted the Grandees of the Empire : 
They made iJ^pon the four Walls lour human Figures, 
every one being of the feme ler^h as the Wall, 
which was fifty Foot : As he had perfcftly obferved 
d)e C^tidc- Rules, there was nottung ieen on the 
Front but Mountains, Forefts, Chaces, and other 
things of diis Nature 5 but at a certain Point they 
prceived the Figure of a Man well made, and well 
proportioned. 

The En^ror honoured the Jefuits Houfe with 
his Prefence, and beheld thefe Figures a long time 
with admiration ; the Grandees and principal Man* 
^ar^ns, who came in Crowds, were equally iurpriied ; 

but 
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but that which ftruck them moft was to fee the Fi- 
gures ib regular and fo exadb upon irregular Walls> 
that in feveral Places had large Windows and Doors. 

It would be too tedious to mention all the Figures 
that feemed in confiifion, and yet were fcen diftindtly 
at a certain Point, or were put in order with Conick, 
Cylindrick, Pyramidical Mirrors, and the many other 
Wonders in Opticks that P. Grimaldi difcovered to 
the fineft Genius's in Cinnaj and which raifed their 
Surprife and Wonder. 

In Catoptricks they prefented the Emperor with all 
forts of Telefcopes, as well for Aftronomical Obferva- 
tions, as for taking great and imall Diftances upon 
the Earth ; and likewife Glafles for diminiftiing, mag- 
nifying and multiplying : Among other things thcy^ 
prefented him with a Tube made like a Prifm ha- 
ving eight Sides, which, being placed parallel with 
the Horizon, prefented eight different Scenes, and fo 
lively that they might be miftaken for the Objedb 
themfelves ; this being joined to the variety of Paint- 
ing entertained the Emperor a long time. 

They likewife prefented another Tube wherein 
was a Polygon- Glafs, which by its different Faces 
coUefted into one Image feveral Parts of different Ob- 
jects, infomuch that inftead of a Landskip, Woods, 
Flocks, and a hundred other Things reprefented in 
the Pidtore, there was fcen diftindlly a human Face, 
or fome other Figure very exaft. 

There was alfo another Machine which contained 
a lighted Lamp, the Light of which came through 
a Tube, at the end whereof was a Convex-Glals, 
near which feveral fmall Pieces of Glafs painted 
with divers Figures were made to Aide : Thefe Figures 
were feen upon the oppofite Wall of a Bignefs in 
Proportion to the Diftance of the Waif; this Spefta- 
cle in the Night-time, or in a very dark Place, 
frighted thofe who were ignorant of^the Artifice, as 
Imuch as it pleafed thofe who wer^ j^cquajnfod yrith it : 

On 
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On this Account they have given it the Name of the 
Alagick-Lantborn. 

Nor was Perfpe6tive forgotten, P. Bruglid gave 
the Emperor three Drau^ts wherein the Rules were 
exaftly kept ; he ihewed three Copies of the lame in 
the Jefuits Garden at Peking ; the Mandarins, who 
flock to this City from all Parts, came to iee them 
out of Curiofity, and were all equally ftruck with the 
Sight : They could not conceive how it was poffible 
on a plain Cloth to reprefent Halls, Galleries, Por- 
ticoes, Roads and Alleys that feemed to reach as far 
as the Eye could iee, and all this fo namrally that 
at the firft Sight they were deceived by it. 

Staticks likcwife had their turn : They oficred the 
Emperor a Machine^ the principal Parts of which 
were only four notched Wheels and an Iron Grapple 5 
ivith the Help of this Machine a Child railed leveral 
thoufand Weight without difficulty, and flood firm 
againft the Effort of twenty ftrong Men. 

With relation to Hydroftaticks they made for 
the Emperor Pumps, Canals, Syphons, Wheels, and 
feveral other Machines proper to raiie Water above 
the level of the Spring ; and among others a Ma- 
chine which they made ufc of to raife the Water out of 
the River, called The ten thoufand Springs^ and to carry 
it into the Ground belonging to the Emperor's De- 
mefhs, as he had defired. 

P. Grimaldi made a Prefent like wife to the Empe- 
I'or of a Hydraulick Machine of a new Invention ; 
there appeared in it a continual Jet d^EaUy or Caf^ 
cade, a Clock that went very true, the Modoqs of 
the Heavens, and an Alarm equally juft. 

The Pneumatick Machines alfo did not lefs excite 
the Emperor's Curiofity : They caufed a Waggon to 
be made of light Wood about two Foot long, in the 
middle of it ti^ placed a Brafen Veffel full of live 
Coals j and upB that an ^olipile,'^ the Wind of 
vhich came through a little Pipe upon a fort of a 

Wheel 
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Whed made like the Sails of a Wind-xnill ; this 
Wheel turn'd another with an Axle-trae, and by that 
means iet the Wagg^ in Motion for two Hours to- 
g^odier ; but left room Aouid be wanting to pn>- 
oeed OMiftantly forward it was contariir'd to tiX)ve cir^ 
csdariy, in the following h/beasktr. 

To the Axie-trce of the two Itiad Wiioels was fix'd 
a iinall Beam, and at the end of this Beam another 
Axle-tree, wtidi went diRM^ die Center of another 
Wheel fomewhat larger than the reft; and acxor- 
ding as diis Wheel was oetrer or Euther from die 
Waggon k deicriif d a ^greater or lefler Circle. 

The fame Contriyaax)e was likewife fixVl to a littie 
Ship/widi four Wheels ; the .£olipile was hid ki the 
mi$klle of the Sh^, and the Wind proceeding out of 
t^o fmaH Pipes fiU'd die Uttk SaiJs, and made k 
wiieel about a Jong while ; die Artifice being oon*- 
GcalVi diere was nothing heard but a Noife Iflce a 
Blaft of Wind, or like that which Water makes abott 
aVeflel. 

I have already Ipofcea of die Organ which was pre* 
fomed to die Emperor, but as this was defefUvce in 
many thin^ P. Pernra made a larger, and placed it 
in dK fefuits Chiroh at Pekmg : The noveky of this 
Harmony cbaTimed the Cime^^ but that which aftb- 
niik'd them moft was diat this Organ playM of it 
felf Cbine/e as well as European Ak^, and fometimes 
both together. 

It is well known, as I hare eliewhere mentioned, 
that what gave P. Ricci a fivourable Adm^Bton into 
the Emperor^s Court was a Clock and a Striking* 
Watch of which be made him a Prefent ; this Btmct 
was fo much charmM with k that he built a muni- 
ficent Tower purpofely to place it in, and became 
the Queen-Mother had a defire for a Striking-Watch 
the Emperor had recojarfe to a Straiagem to difap- 
point her, by ordering the Watch Wb be fliown her 
vkhom taking any notice of die Striking Part, fo 

that 
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diac fbe not findiDg k accotxfing to her fancy fent 
it back* 

They did nos--&il afterwards to coonply witji the 
Empero^ Tafte, for gteac Quauitities of curiouB 
Things were feint out of Earvpe by Chriftian Princes^ 
who had the Convtrfion of this great Empire at 
Heart, mfomxxh that the Emperor's Cabmet was 
fbon fiU'd with various Rarities^ efpecially Clocks of - 
the neweft Invei^doh, and moft curious Worktnanihipi 

P. Pereira, who had a fingular Talent for Mufick, 
placed a large and magnificent Clock on the top of 
the Jefuitfr Church y he had made a great Number of , 
fcnall Bells in a mufkal Proportion, and placed them 
in a Tower appointed for that purpofc ; every Ham* 
mer was fafti^^d t6 an Iron Whre, which raiicd it," 
and immediately let it fall upon the Bell : Within the 
Tower was a large Barrel, upon which Cimefi Airs 
were marked with fmall Spikes ; immediately before 
the Hour the Barrel was cfifingaged from the Teetk 
of a Wheel, by which it was fufpendcd and ftopt ; 
it then was inftantly fet in Motion by a great Wd^t, - 
the String of which was wound about the Barrel, ri)t 
Spikes raifed the Wires of the Hammers, according 
to the Order of the Tune, fo that by tWs means the 
fineft Airs of the Country were heaixi. 

This was a Diverfion entirely new both for the 
Court and City, and Crowds of all forts came con- 
ftantly to .hear it ; the Church, tho* large, was not 
fufficicnt for the Throng that inccflantly waat back- 
ward and forward. 

There was no extraordinary Pha&nomenon, fuch as 
a Parhelion, Rainbows i^c. appeared in the Heavens, 
but the Emperor immediately font for the Mifliona- 
ries to explain the Caufes of them : They condoled - 
feveral Books concerning thefc natural Appearances, 
and to fupport their Explanations in the moft fen-* 
fible Manner they contriv'd a Machine to reprcfcnt 
the EfTedls of Nature in the Heavens. 

It 
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It was a Drum made very clofe, and whitened an 
the infide ; the inward Surface reprefented the Hear 
vens ; the Light of the Sun entering through a little 
Hole pafs'd through a triangular Prifm of Glafi, 
and fell upon a polifli'd Cylinder ; from this Cylin- 
der it was reflefted upon the Concavity of the Drum, 
and exaftly painted the Colour of the Rainbow. 

From a part of the Cylinder, a little flattened, was 
reflected the Image of the Sun ; and by other Re- 
fractions and Refleftions were fhewn the Haloes about 
the Sun and Moon, and all the rell of the Phaeno* 
mena relating to Celeftial Colours, according as the 
Prifm was more or lels inclined towards the Cy- 
linder. 

They made a Prcfent likewifc to the Emperor of 
Thermometers to ihew the feveral Degrees of Heat 
and Cold, to which was added a very nice Hygro- 
meter to difcover the feveral Degrees of Moifture and 
Drynefs : It was a Barrel of a large Diameter, fuf- 
pended by a thick String made of Cat- gut of a pro- 
per Length and parallel to the Horizon ; the leaft 
Change in the Air contrads or relaxes die String, 
and caufes the Barrel to turn fometimes to the Right, 
fometimes to the Left, and ftretches or loofcns to the 
Right or Left upon the Circumference of the Barrel 
a fmall String, which draws a little Pendulum, and 
marks the fevoal Degrees of Humidity on one, and 
on the other thofe of Drynefs. 

All thefe different Inventions of Human Wit, till 
then unknown to the Cinnefiy abated fomething of their 
natural Pride, and taught them not to have too con- 
temptible an Opinion of Foreigners ; nay it fb &r altered 
their way of Thinking, that they began to look upon 
the EurefeoMs as their Mailers. 

Of tbeir Astronomy. 

WITH rcfpcft to Aftronomy they always thought 
themfelves the moft skillful in the World, and it muft 

be 
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be owned that there is no Nation whatever that has 
applied more conftantly to it ; the Chinefe have made 
Oblervations in all Ages, and even in the very infancy 
of the Empire ; they have always appointed Perfbns 
to watch the Heavens Night and Day, infbmuch that 
it has been at all times one of the principal Employ- 
ments of the Learned. 

Their Attention in examining the Courfe of the Stars 
is a Proof that they have retained a great deal of the 
Manners of the primitive Hebrews^ whofe immediate 
Defcendants they are fuppofcd to be, they having peo- 
pled China a fhort time after the Deluge. 

Their Attention to Obfervations was looked upon 
as a thing fo important, that the Laws even punimed 
with Death the Negligence of thofe to whom the State 
had entrufted this Employment, which appears from 
one of their ancient Books entituled, Chu king. Tn^ >, 
General of the Troops of Itchong kang^ fpeaks in the 
following manner : 

It is neceffary to relate the excellent Inftruftions 
given us by the Grand Tu. According to thefe 
** Inftrudlions the ancient Princes, who firft fettled the 
** Form of Government, have been fuccefsful, becaufe 
*' they were attentive to the Will of Heaven, and 
*' conformed themfelves thereto in their Conduft, the 
Minifters that came after them having no other 
Views but thofe of Virtue : We fee at prefent Hi 
and Ho plunged in Wine and Debauchery, paying 
no regard to ancient Cuftoms, and being entirely 
forgetful of their Duty : The firft Day of the 
<' Moon, which was at the fame time the autumnal 
** Equinox, there was an Eclipfe of the Sun at eight 
in the Morning in the Conftellation Fang^ [Scor- 
pio] and Hi and Ho pretended they knew nothing 
at all of it. Our Ancient Emperors feverely pu- 
*' nilhed thofe whofe Bufinefs it was to examine the 
" Celeftial Motions, and did not exaftly forctel them : 

" It is written in the Laws handed down to us, that 
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^ if the Time of a CekftkJ Pheenomenon is not fktt 
*^ down m Ae Calendar, or i» fX)C foretold, fiich Ne^ 
*^ elefts ought to be purai^ied with Death. 

It is eafy to perceire that theie Princes, which h^ 
calls Ancient, mult have lived a long while before Too 
and CbuMy whole Coten^porary he was : If theie an* 
cient Emperors made fuch rigid Laws ag^inft negLi* 
gent Mathematici^^ns we tm3& tupfo& the Empits 
was pretty well eftabli(bed : This CclipTe has been 
▼erMied by feveral Mathematicians amor^ the Jefuit»« 
a»d it was fuch an one that k could not appear in any 
other Country but Chma^ or Places beyomi it. 

The Exa6bneis, wherewith CMfucius has gjrven an 
Account of the Eclipfes, is fuHkient to make us regr^ 
the lo& of feveral things of this kind in the firft 
Accounts of this Nation, whence it would appear how 
much the Cbweje have, always had at Heart ev^y 
thing that inight give Pofterity a Certainty c^ the 
Exaftftefs of their Hiftory. 

Of the diirty-fix Eclip&s of the Sun, related by 
Confucius J there are but two falfe and two doubtful ; 
all the reft are certain. 

Several Europeans^ not willing to truft their Ac- 
counts, have fadsiied themlelves of the Truth by their 
own Calculations : P. Adam Schaal has calculated and 
verified the Eclipfe of "fchong kofig^ which happened 
2155 Years before Chrift, and likewiie calculated fe* 
vei^ of Tcbtm tfim^ which Calculations he ca^d to 
be printed in Cbinefe. 

The Obf^rvatioii of the Eclipfe of the Sun id the 
Year 2155 before Chrift is found in Chu kit^^ as 
P. Gaubil obfervcs^ and as the Interp>Fetcrs unanimoufly 
affiire us, who wrote a hundred Years before the Chri- , 
ftian JEra. 

The Eclipfe of 776 before Chrift is in the Text 
of Chi king in the Aftropomy of the Han^ and in the 
Text of the Hiftory. The Obfervations of fcbun tfyxi 
au-o in the Book, and in the Commentaries nr^e by 
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the Authors who lived very near the time of Confucius : 
The greateft part of thcfe Eclipfes are alfo in the Text 
of the Chinefe Hiftory. 

As for the greateft part of the other Obfervations, 
they are taken from the Texts of the Hiftory made 
in the time of the Dynafties under which the Obfer- 
vations were made ; they are alfo in the Aftronomy 
compofed in the time of thefe Dynafties, and all this 
is in the great Cbinefe Hiftory, called NienyJJe. 

I am certain of the Terms of the Chinefe Aftro- 
nomy, continues P. Gaubil, I was well acquainted with 
the Forms of the Year, as alfo the Cycles, and the 
Chinefe Days j I have found a great many Obfervations 
correfponding with thofe of Europe and Afta ; I have 
verified, by Calculation, a great number of Obferva- 
tions, and by that means I round that they were Ob- 
fervations in reality, and not Calculations made after- 
wards, at leaft for the generality ; and what more 
can be required to verify an Epocha ? nay, what have 
thofe done more who have examined the Eclipfes men- 
tioned by Herodotus^ Thucydides^ Plutarch ^ Dion? dec. 
To thefe Teftimonics, which fufEciently prove the 
Antiquity of the Chinefe Aftronomy, I fhall add the 
Remarks of P. Gaubil^ who made it his particular 
Study, and who fince his arrival in China was de- 
firous of being well acquainted with the Skill of the 
ancient Chinefe in Matters of this Nature : I (hall give 
you his own Words in two Letters addrefled to P, Sou- 
cietj which are found in the new Volume of Aftrono- 
mical Obfervations publilhed by this Father in the 
Year 1729. 

You have the State of the Chinefe Heavens, fays 
P. Gauhily made more than an hundred and twenty 
Years before Chrift ; you have the Number and Ex- 
tent of their Conftellations, and what Stars then an- 
fwered the Solfticcs and Equinoxes, and this by Ob- 
fervation •, you have alfo the Declination of the Stars, 
the Diftancc of the Tropicks and the two Poles. 
Vol. lit G The 
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The Cbinefe were acquainted with the Motion of the 
Sun and Moon from Weft to Eaft, and likewifc of 
the Planets and fixed Stars, tho' they did not deter- 
mine the Motion of the latter till 400 Years after 
Chrift ; they alfo had a Knowledge of the Solar 
and Lunar Months, and have given Saturn^ Jupiter^ 
Mars, Venus, and Mercury Revolutions very near 
ours ; but they have not a thorough Knowledge of the 
Rules of Retrogradation and the Stations ; yet as well 
in China as Europe fome have made the Heaver^ and 
Planets revolve about the Earth, and others have fup- 
pofed that they move about the Sun ; but the num- 
ber of the latter is fmall, and this Opinion is not 
found unlefs in the Writings of fome particular Per- 
fons. 

I am not yet very certain, continues P, Gaubil, of 
the Method ufed by the Cbinefe in the Calculation of 
Eclipfes ; but I know that they exprefled particularly 
the Quality of the Eclipfes, the Ecliptical Bounds, the 
Vifibility, i^c. Thefe Accounts were written above 
1 00 Years before Chrift, and fince that time the Cal- 
culation of Eclipfes has been pretty exaft, but the 
Numbers are obfcure, and they are underftood but by 
few of the Cbinefe themfelves. 

P. Kegkr, Prefident of the Tribunal of Mathema- 
ticks, has an old Cbinefe Map of the Stars, made 
long before the Jefuits gained a Footing in Cbina \ 
the Cbinefe had marked therein the Place of the Stars 
invifible to the naked Eye, and they are found with 
Telefiropes to be exaftly placed, regard being had to 
the proper Motion of the Stars. 

Sinc^ the Dynafty of Han, who reigned before the 
coming of Chrift, there have been feveral Trearifes 
• of Aftronomy, and by the reading of thefe Books 
one may judge that the Cbinefe have been pretty well 
acquaii)ted, for above 2000 Y'ears, with the length of 
the Solar Year 6f ^^^ Days and almoft fix Hours, 
that they have known even the Diurnal Motion of the 
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Sun and Moon, have underftood the Method of tak- 
ing the Meridian Altitudes bf the Sun by the Shadow 
of a Gnomon, and have well enough calculated, by 
thp Length of the Shadow, the Height of the Pole 
and the Declination of the Sun ; they have likewife 
known fufficiently ejcaft the Right Afcenfion of the 
Stars, and the Time of their paffing by the Meri- 
dian ; how the fame Stars in the fame Year rife or fet 
with the Sun, and how they pafs by the Meridian 
fometimes at the Rifing and fometimes at the Setting 
of the Sun ; they have alfo given Names to the Stars, 
and have divided the Heavens into different Conftel- 
lations, by which they could trace the Place of the 
Planets, and diftinguifli them from fixed Stars: la 
Ihort, concludes P. Gaubil, the reading of the Cbinefe 
Hiftory demonftrates that they have always had in 
China the Knowledge of many things in Aftronomy. 

It is above 4000 Years, if you credit their Hiftory, 
that they have eftablilhed a Solar Cycle, or Revolu- 
tion for the Supputation of their Annals, not unlike 
the Olympiads of the Greeks : This Cycle confifts of 
fixty Years, and is among them a fort of an Age to 
regulate their Hiftories. 

P. NicMas Trigault, who entered China in the Year 
16 1 9, and who read more than a hundred Volumes of 
their Annals, affures us that the Celeftial Obferva- 
tions of the Chinefe began foon after the Deluge, an4 
that they made thefe Obfervations not like us, by 
Hours and Minutes, but by whole Degrees ; that they 
have obferved a great number of Eclipfes, with the 
Hour, Day,* Month, and Year on which they hap- 
pened, but neither the Duration or the Quantity of 
Obfcuration ; that in fhort they have much better ob- 
ferved Comets and new Stars than the Europeans them- 
felyes : All thefe Obfervations, as well of Eclipfes 
as Comets and Conjunftions, are not a little fcrvice- 
able in afcertaining their Chronology. 

G 2 Their 
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Their Year is compofed of three hundred and fixty 
five Days, and fomewhat lefs than fix Hours, and 
fi*o:n an Epocba regulated by the Winter-Solftice, 
which was the fixed Point of their Obfervatipns as 
the firft Degree of Aries is of ours, reckoning from 
a hundred to a. hundred Degrees, they calculated the 
Motions of the Planets, and adjufted all things by 
Equation Tables ; fome fuppofed that they received 
them from the Arabians^ who enter'd with the Tar- 
tars into China ; they had a long time before the 
Science of Numbers, under which they veil'd their 
Political Secrets which they taught the Princes : They 
had long Gnce an Obfervatory on the top of a high 
Mountain at Nan king^ with Edifices and Inftruments 
proper for Obfervations ; all thefe Inftruments were 
of caft Brafs, and fo well made, with regard to the 
variety of their Ornaments, that P. Matthew Ricci^ 
who faw them in 1499, acknowledged he had feen 
nothing like them in any Part of Europe ; they had 
been expofed for two hundred Years to all the In- 
juries of the Weather, without receiving the leaft 
Damage. 

Among thefe Inftruments was a great Globe, with 
all the parallel Circles and Meridians engraved and 
divided into Degrees -, it was fo large tljat three Men 
could not encompafs it, and was fupported by a large 
brazen Cube, which open'd on one fide to give en- 
trance to a Man that he might turn the Globe about 
when the Obfervators required it ; there were neither 
Stars nor Countries defigncd on the Globe, fo that 
it ferved equally for Terreftxial and Celcftial Obfer- 
vations. 

There was likewife a Sphere four Yards in Diame- 
ter with its Horizon ; ihftead of Circles were double 
Rings, reprefenting the ufual Circles of the Sphere, 
which were divided into three hundred and fixty- 
five, and every Degree into the fame number of Mi- 
nutes i in the middle of the Globe of die Earth was 
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a kind of Tube, which turned every way, at the 
Pleafure of the Obferver, to view the Stars, and to 
mark the Place on the Degrees by the Situaiion of the 
Tube. 

The third Inftrument was a Quadrant, raifed. eight 
or ten Yards upon a Stonfc-table, pointing to the 
North with a little Trough to difcover, by the help 
of Water, when the Stone was level with the Hori- 
zon, and the Style at right Angles -, they were both 
divided into Degrees to difcover, by >the means of 
a Shadow, the true Points, of the Solftices and 
Equinoxes. 

The greateft of theft Machines was compofed of 
three or four Aftrolabes joined together, with move- 
able Rulers and Sights to obferve with ; one, inclined 
to the South, reprefented the Equinoftial ; and the 
other that crofs'd it, the Meridian ; this latter was 
itioveable to direft it at pleafure, as was likewife a 
third which reprefented the Vertical ; the Degrees 
were diftin^uifh'd by little Knobs that the Obferva- 
tion might not be hindered by Datknefs. 

The Ufes of thefe Inftruments were written in Ch:- 
tiefe Charafters, with the Names of the Conftellations, 
which are twenty-eight in number, as I (hall after- 
wards (hew, and which anfwcr to our twelve Signs ; 
they feem to have been made for the Latitude of thirty- 
fix Degrees. 

There were at i^^fe«^ Inftruments of the fame kind, 
and probably made by the fame Hand -, they were 
placed in an Obfcrvatory of no great confidcration on 
any account : At the entrance into the Court there ap- 
peared a Row of Apartments for the Lodging of 
thofe concerned in the Obfervations -, on the right was 
a narrow Staircafe leading up to a fquare Tower, like 
to thofe wherewith they formerly fortified the City 
Walls, which was joined on the infide to the Walls 
of Peking^ and raifed only ten or twelve Foot above 
the Rampart j it was upon the Platform of this Tower 
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that the Chinefe Aftronomers placed their Machines^ 
for which there was but juft room. 

P. Verbieft having judged them ufelcfs for Aftro- 
homicai Obfervations, perluaded the Emperor to 
take them away to place others in their room of 
, his own Contrivance; the Machines are Hill in a 
Hall adjoining to the Tower, buried in Duft and Ob- 
livion. 

*' We only faw them, fays P. le Comte^ through a 
** Grate; they feemed to us to be large, and well 
" caft, of a Form approaching to our Aftronomical 
" Rings, this was all that we could difcover ; how- 
*' ever they had thrown into a by Court a celeftial 
'« Globe of Brafs about three Foot in Diameter, of 
*' which we had a nearer view ; the Ihape was a lit- 
" tie oval, the Divifions not very exaft, and the 
" whole Work inartificially done. 

*• They had contrived, continues P. le Comte^ a 
** Gnomon in a low Room not far off; the Aper- 
«« turCj through which the Rays of the Sun came, 
" was about eight Foot above the Floor ; it is hori^ 
" zontal, and formed of two pieces of Copper, 
*« which may be turned fo as to be farther from, or 
" clofer to each other^ to enlarge or contract the 
** Aperture. 

" Lower was a Table with a Brafs Plate in the 
«* middle, on which was traced a Meridian Linefif- 
*' teen Foot long, divided by tranfverfe Lines which 
<* are neither finilh'd nor exaft ; all round the 
** Table there are fmall Channels to receive the Wa- 
** ter, whereby it is to be kvell'd ; this Contrivance 
**^ was the moft tolerable of the Chinefe Inventions, 
" and may be of ufe in the Hands of a skilful 
" Perfon. 

In the City of ^engfong of .the third Order in 
the Province of Ho nan^ which the Chinefe fuppofed 
to be in the middle of the World, becaufe it was in 
the middle of their Empire, there is ftill a Tower to 
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be fcen, on the top of which it is faid that T'eheou 
congy the mofl: skilful Mathematician the Cbinefe ever 
had, who lived 1200 Years before Ptolomy was born, 
made his Obfervations, pafling whole Nights in ^on- 
fidcring the Rifxng, Motions, and Figures of the Con- 
flellations. 

He made ufe of a great Brafs Table, placed hori- 
zontally, in making his Obfervations, upon which 
was ered:ed a long Plate of the fame Metal like a 
Style, both being diftinguilhed by degrees to mark 
the Projeftions of the Shadow fome Days before the 
Solftice, and fome Days after, with intent to mark 
the precife Point and the Rctrogradation of the Sun, 
which was the only Epocha of their Obfervations, as 
was before obferved. 

The Application and Diligence of the Cbinefe^ in 
making celeftial Obfervations, has caufed them to- fet 
up a Tribunal of Aftronomy, which is one of the 
moft confiderablc of the Empire, and depends upon 
the Tribunal of Rites, to which it is fubordinate. 

At the end of every forty-five Days this Tribunal 
is obliged to prefent the Emperor with a celeftial Fi- 
. gure, wherein is let down the Difpofition of the Hea- 
vens, the Alterations of the Air according to the Va- 
riations of the Seafons, with Predidtions of Difealcs, 
Droughts, Famine, and the Days on which there 
will be Wind, Rain, Hail, Thunder, Snow, ^c. 
not unlike what our Aftrologers publifh in their Al- 
manacks; befides thefc Obfervations the principal 
Care of this Tribunal is to calculate Eclipfes, and to 
notify to the Emperor the Day, Hour, and Part of 
Heaven in which the Eclipfe Ihall happen, how long 
it Ihall laft, and how many Digits will be obfcured. 

This Account muft be given to the Emperor fonle 
Months before the Eclipfe happens, and, as China is 
divided into fifteen lai^e Provinces, thcfe Eclipfes 
mufl be calculated according to the Longitude and 
Latitude of tbe chief City in every Province, and a 

G4 Type 



g2 ^^ General History of 

Their Day begins like ours at Midnight, and ends 
at the Midnight following ; but they are only divided 
into twelve equal Hours, each of which contains two 
of ours ; they do not reckon like us by Numbers, 
but by Nanies and particular Figures. 

They likewife divide the natural Day into a hun- 
dred Parts, and every one of thefe Parts into a hun- 
dred Minutes, infomuch that its Extent is ten thou- 
fand Minutes, which they obferve the more exaftly, 
as they are generally pcrfuaded that there are fortu- 
nate and unfortunate Minutes, according to the Pofi- 
tlon of the Heavens, and the feveral Afpefts of the 
Planets 5 according to them the Hour of Midnight is 
happy, becaufe as they imagine the World was cre- 
ated in that Hour ; they believe likewife that in the 
fccond the Earth was produced, and that Man was 
formed in the third. 

Thefe fort of Impoftors, who feek only to deceive 
by means of Judicial Aftrology, and who foretel fu- 
ture Events from the Situation of the Planets and 
their different Afpefts, do not fail to gain credit a- 
mong w6ak and fuperftitious Minds : They make a 
diftinftion of Hours which are dcftin'd to particular 
Bufinefles, not unlike our Shepherds Calendar, where- 
in they fhew by Charaftcrs the proper time to let 
Blood, to take Phyfick, Iheer Sheep, cut the Hair, 
undertake a Journey, fell Wood, fow, plant, 6?c. 
they diftinguifh what Time is proper to ask a Favour 
from the Emperor, to honour the Dead, offer Sacri- 
fice, marry, build Houfes, invite Friends, and every 
thing elfe relating to publick and private Affairs -, 
and this is obfcrv'd lb fcrnpuloufly by many that they 
dare do nothing without the Direftion of the Calendar, 
which they confult as their Oracle. 

The following is the manner of preparing their 
PrognofVications : They take ten (-harafters, which 
they attribute to the Year, each whereof fignifies one 
of the five Elements, for thi5y acknowledge that 
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Number, as I have clfewhere faid ; they combine 
thefe Charafters in fixty different manners, with the 
Names of the twelve Hours of the Day ; then they 
confider the twenty-eight Conftellations, which have 
every one a ruling Planet ; and from the Proprieties 
of the Element, the Conftellation, and the Planet mixed 
together, they form their Conjectures concerning for- 
tunate or unfortunate Events ; they have whole Vo- 
lumes written about thefe Trifles. 

When they were defirous of giving the Miffionaries 
the Employment of compofing the Calendar they de- 
clinM it, at which the Emperor feemM greatly fur-r 
prized : What ! fays he to them, have not you often 
faid that it was Charity towards your Neighbour that 
brought you into thefe Parts f And fmce what I com^ 
tnand is fo important for the publick Good what Reafon 
can you have to refufe this Office ? The Fathers rc- 
ply*d, 7'hat they fear* d the ridiculous Superftitions which 
were added to the Calendar might be attributed to them : 
That is what J don^t defire^ reply'd the Emperor, for I 
give no more credit to them than you ; I require nothing 
of you but what regards the Calendar y and what has re- 
lation to the AJironomy. 

Then the Fathers comply'd witji the Emperor's Or- - 
ders, at the fame time making a publick Declaration, 
in which they not only protefted that . they had no 
hand in thefe Fooleries, but that they abfolutely con- 
demned them, becaufe Human Aftions in no ienfc 
depend on the Influences of the Stars. 

The Calendar, of which I have been fpcaking, muft 
be prefented to the Emperor for the Year follow- 
ing on the firft Day of the fecond Month of the 
Year •, when the Emperor has feen it, and given his 
Approbation, the Under-Officersof the Tribunal add 
to each Day the Superftitions before-mention'd ; after- 
wards, by the Emperor's Order, they are diftributed 
to the Princes, Lords, and great Officers, and fent 
to the Viceroy of every Province, who puts them 
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into the hands of the Tre^furer- General of the fame 
Province ; this latter qaufes them to be printed, and 
diftributes them to all fqbordinate Governors, and 
keeps the Originals qf the Impreflion in his Tri- 
bunaL 

At the Head of the Calendar, printed in the Form 
of a Book in red, is the Seal of the Tribunal of 
Aftronomy, with the Emperor's Edi6t forbidding, 
under pain of Death, to follow or print any other. 

The Diftribution of the Calendar is made every 
Year with a great deal of Ceremony ; on this Day 
all the Mandarins of T eking appear early in the 
Morning at the Palace; on the other hand the 
Mandarins of the Tribunal of Aftronomy, in their 
proper Habits, and with the Enfigns of their Offices, 
according to their Degrees, refort to the ufual Place 
where their Affemblies are held to accompany the 
Calendars. 

On a large gilded Machine in the form of a Py- 
ramid, divided into four Partitions one above ano- 
ther, are placed the Calendars intended for the Em^ 
peror, the Emprefs, and the Queens ; they are in 
large Paper covered with the yellow Sattin, the Em- 
peror's Colour, and handfomely inclofed in Bags of 
Gold Cloth ; this Machine is carry'd by forty Foot- 
men cloathed in Yellow. 

Then they carry ten or twelve other Machines of 
a fmaller fize, and furrounded with red Curtains, up- 
on which they place the Calendars intended for the 
Princes of the Blood ; they are bound in red Sattin, 
and are inclofed in Cloth of Silver, 

Immediately after feveral Tables follow covered 
with red Carpets, on which are placed the Calendars 
of the Grandees, the Generals of the Army, and the 
other Officers of the Crown, all feal'd with the Sig- 
net of the Tribunal of Aftronomy, and cover'd with 
a yellow Cloth, and every Table has the Name of 
the Mandarin or ^Tribunal to which the Calendars 
belong. The 
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The Porters, who quit their Loads at the laft Gate 
of the great Hall, and place the Tables on cath fide 
the Paflage, leave nothing in the middle but the Ma- 
chine that carries the Imperial Calendar. 

The Mandarins of the Aftronomical Academy take 
the Calendars of the Emperor and the Queens, and 
lay them upon two Tables covered with yellow Bro- 
cade, which (land at the Entrance of the Imperial Hall 5 
there they fall upon their Knees, and proftrate them- 
felves three times on the Earth, and then deliver them 
to the Intendants of the Palace, who walk in order, 
according to their Degrees, and prefcnt them to the 
JSmperor ; afterwards the Eunuchs carry them to the 
Emperor and the Queens. 

Mean while the Aftronomical Mandarins return to 
the Great Hall, where the Mandarins of all Degrees 
attend, to whom they diftribute the reft of the Calen- 
dars in the following manner. 

Firft all the Princes fend their chief Officer to the 
Imperial Paflage, where they receive on their Knees 
their Matter's Calendars, and thofe of the Manda- 
rins of their Houfliold, which amount at leaft to 
twelve or thirteen hundred Calendars for the Court of 
every Prince. 

Afterwards the other Lords, the Generals of the 
Army, the Mandarins of all the Tribunals, appear 
and receive on their Knees a Calendar from the Aftro- 
nomical Mandarins. 

When the Diftribution is over every one returns 
to his Rank in the Hall, and turning himfelf towards 
the moft inward part of the Palace, at a Signal given 
falls upon his Knees, and bows three times to the 
Ground ; after three Genuflexions, and nine profound 
Reverences with the Head in acknowledgement of 
the Favour done him by the Emperor, he returns to 
his own Houfe, 

After the Example of the Court, the Governors 
and Mandarins of tne Provinces receive the Calendar 
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in the fame manner in the Capital City, each accord- 
ing to his Rank : As for the People there are none 
of them fo poor but they will buy a Calendar every 
Year, and on this account they print in every Province 
above thirty thoufand in a Year. 

In fhort it is a Work fo reverenced by the Chinefe 
and their Neighbours, andfo important to the King- 
dom, that the receiving of the Calendar is a Declara- 
tion of being a Subjeft, and Tributary of the Prince, 
and thofe that refufe it are look'd upon as fetting up a 
Standard of Rebellion. 

A ftrong Mark of the Veneration that the People 
have for the Calendar, and for their Aftronomy, is 
that Tang quang /ten, the greateft Enemy of the 
Chriftian Name, in a Book full of Calumnies, which 
he publifh*d to decry the Religion and Aftronomy of 
Europey repeats almoft in every Page, That it is un- 
worthy of the Majefty of the Empire tofubjeS their Ca- 
lendar to he reformed by European Aftronomers vfor it 
is as t hough y faid he, a vajl and fiourijhing State 
Jhould receive Laws from a fmall foreign Nation. 

We have already taken notice that the Chinefi 
Aftronomers divide the Heavens into twenty-eight 
Conftellations, in which they comprehend all the 
fixed Stars, as well thofe which are in the Zodiack 
as thofe that lie near it ; the following is a Catalogue 
of the Names of their ConftcUatbns. 



I. Kao. 


II. Hio. 


21. Tfan. 


2. Kang. 


12. Guey, 


22. King. 


3. ^^ 


13. Che. 


23. ^ey. 


4. Fang, 


14. Pie. 


24. Lieou. 


5. Sin. 


IS' 7^^* 


25. Sing. 


6. Vi. 


16. Leou. 


26. Chang. 


7. Ki. 


17. Guey. 


27. Te. 


8. Teou. 


18. Mao. 


28. Chin. 


9. Lieou. 


19. Pie. 




lo- Niou. 


20. Xft^ry, 
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It was the Emperor 2«, of the Family of Iftaj 
who divided the Heavens into th? twenty-eight Con- 
ftellations to diftinguifh the divcrfe Manfions of the 
]Vfoon ; for tho' the Cbinefe have diftinguilhed, like 
us, the Courfe of the Sun into three hundred and 
fixty-five Degrees and fifteen Minutes, of which we 
compofe one Year, they regard more the Lunations 
than the Courfe of the Sun. 

The Spaces which they allow to their Conftellations 
are unequal as to the number of their Degrees, but al- 
together form a Circle of three hundred and fixty De- 
grees : Upon thefe Principles they make Quadrants, .-- 
whofe Style marks by its Shadow the Revolutions of 
the heavenly Bodies, and the Hour and Part of the 
Day or Night in which each Conftellation paffes the 
Meridian of Peking. 

Their manner of beginning the Year, ty the neareft 
New Moon to the Month of February^ makes Pifces 
to be their firft Sign, Aries their fecond, and fo of 
the reft; and becaufe there are but twelve Signs to 
make the twelve Solar Months, and the Lunations do 
not always quadrate with thefe Signs, they have iriter- 
calary Lunations to which they give the fame Sign 
as the Precedent had, to recommence the Order of 
the Months according to the Signs that are attributed 
to them \ by this means they have Months which fol- 
low the Order of the Signs, and others which have 
fome Days out of the Signs. 

This. manner of Calculation, and inferting the in- 
tercalary Months, makes the Year of thirteen Months 
return from time to time : This ga^e occafion for 
the' Re-eftablilhment of the Miffionaries in Cbina^ 
and put an end to the cruel Perfecution which they 
fufFered by means of an Arabian Aflxonomer and a 
Cbinefe Mandarin, who were Enemies to the Chriftian 
Religion. 

As the Aftronomical Tables of the Cbinefe were 
imperfeft, and becaufe after a certain number of Years 
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they were obliged to make CorreAibiu, othcrwife 
there would be very enormous Faults in the Calendar 
publiflicd by the Aftronomers, they had recourfe to 
the Europeans J but more efpecially P. Ferdinando Ver* 
Kefi : They were then loaded with nine Chains, and 
doiely guarded in the publick Prifons of the City. 
The late Emperor Gang biy who was then young, fent 
four great Mandarins to ask the Miflionaries if they 
knew of any &ult in the Cbinefe Calendar, as well of 
the prefent as of the fucceeding Year: Thefe two Ca- 
lendars had been made according to the ancient Cbi* 
fiefe Aflronomical Tables. 

P. Verbieji anfwered. That the Calendars were full 
of Faults, particularly in giving thirteen Months to 
the following Yiear : The Mandarins being informed 
of fo grofs an Error, and of feveral other Faults that 
had been obferved, went immediately to give an Ac- 
count of them to the Emperor, who ordered the Mif- 
fionaries to attend at the Palace the next Morhing. 

At the Hour appointed PrBugliOy P. Magdhaensy 
and P, Verbieft were condu6ted into the great Hall of 
the Palace, where all the Mandarins of the Tribunal 
of Aftronomy expeAed them ; in the Prefencc of 
which Aflembly P. Ferbieji difcover'd the Errors of 
their Calendar. 

The young Emperor, who had never feeri them, fent 
for them into his Apartment with all the Afbrono- 
inical Mandarins. P. Verlneji was placed diredlly over 
againft him, when the Emperor asked him very 
mildly, " If he could make it evidently appear, by 
( •' Experiments; whether the Calendar agreed with the 
( •' Heavens or not?** 

The Father reply'd, " That it was a thing eafily 
** demonftrated, that the Inftiiiments in the Obfer- 
*' vatory were made for that purpofe, inibmuch that 
*' Perfons employ *d in Aflfairs of State, and very little 
•• verfed in Ailfonomy, may in an inftant judge of the 
^' Calculations, and fee if they agree with the Heavens 

** or 
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*^ or not. If your Majefty defires it^ replyM the Fa* 
*• thcr, let there be placed in one bf the Courts k 
Style, a Chair, and a Table of the Size required, 
and I will immediately calculate the Projeftion of 
" the Shadow at any Hourpropofed -, by the Length 
** of the Shadow it will be eafy to determine the Alti* 
«« tudc of the Sun, and from thence his Place in the 
Zodiack. By this Method it wUl be no hard mat* 
ter to judge whether its Place is exaAly calculated 
in the Calendar for every Day* . , 

The Expedient pleafed the Emperor: He asked 
the Mandarins, '' If they underftood this Manner of 
Supputation, and whether they could predift the 
Length of the Shadow ? *' The Mahometan boldly 
reply'd, " That he underftood it ; and that it was 
•* a fure Method to diftinguifli the True from the 
*^ Falfe," 

Soon after the Emperor commanded the Colao^ and 
the Mandarins that were near him, to fee every thing 
prepared ; but while the Orders were putting in Exe- 
cution . the Mahometan thought proper to retraA what 
he had faid, and to confefs his ignorance of that Me- 
thod of Supputation. 

The Impudence of the Aftronomer greatly incenied 
the Emperor, infomuch that he would have punifti*d 
him on the Spot, if he had not thought it more pru- 
dent, to defer it till the Trial was over, that his ltd* 
ppfture might be difcovePd in the Prefence of his 
Proteftors : He therefore order'd the Father to make 
his Calculation alone that very Day. 

There was in the Obfcrvatory at Peking a ibuare 
Column of Brals eight Foot three Inches high, it 
was ereftad on a Table of the fame Metal eighteen 
Foot long, two broad, and an Inch thick -, this Table, 
from the Bafe of the Column, was divided into feven* 
teen Foot, and each Foot into ten Parts, which they 
call Inches, and thefe into ten Parrs, called Minutes, 
The. whole was furroundcd near the Edges with -a 

H i fmall 
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of the Sights, and fell as was expcfted on the other. 
A Sextant of fix Foot Radius, which he fix*d fix Days 
before to the Altitude of the Equator, lhow*d the 
Sun's Declination very exactly, infomuch that they 
could not find the lead Fault. 

Fifteen Days afterwards the Father had the Happi^ 
xiefs to fucceed in the fame Manner, obferving with 
the fame Inftruments the Sun's Entrance into the Sign 
Pifces. This Obfervation was neceflkry to determine 
the famous Queftion, Whether the intercalary Month 
was to be taken out of the Calendar or not ? The 
meridian Altitude of the Sun and its Declination that 
Day plainly proved the Affirmative. 

For the Place of the reft of the Planets, as it was 
xieceflary to obferve them in the Night-time to re- 
fute what had been fet down in the Mahometan's 
Calendar, he thought he could not do it more plainly 
and fenfibly than in determing their Diftances from 
the fixed Stars. He had already calculated thefe Di- 
ftances, and in the prefence of certain Mandarins he 
mark'd on a Map of the Zodiack the Diftance of 
thefe Stars at the Hour fixed by the Emperor. 

On the Day that the Experiment was to be made 
the Court was divided in their Opinions about what 
the Father had promifed ; in the Evening the Co- 
laoes, the Mandarins, the Mathematicians of the three 
Tribunals, as well Cbinefe as Tartarian^ flockM from 
all Parts of the City, the latter with a great Traia 
of Men on Horfeback, and the former in Chairs car- 
ried on their Servants Shoulders. 

Having clearly perceived that, of all the Father 
. had propofed to demonftrate, there was no Failure 
in the leaft tittle, they acknowledged that the Calen- 
dar calculated by the Mahometan Was full of Faults, 
and took care to inform the Emperor of it, 
^ The Emperor refer'd the Atiair to the Council, 

!iwhcre the Aftronomers Tang quang ften and Uming 
pue::^ contrary to cuftom, found mieans to be pre- 
. ' fent, 
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lent, ' and by their Artifices divided the Votes of the 
Aflcmbly, 

The Mandarins, at the Head of the" Aflcmbly, could 
not bear with Patience that the Chinefe Aftronomy 
jhould be abolilh'd, and that of Europe introduced 
in is room : They maintained that the Majefty of the 
Empire would fuffer if they altered any thing in this 
Science, fince hitherto all Nations had derived their 
Laws, Politicks, and Skill in Government from them ; 
and they affirmed it was better to adhere to the A- 
ftronomy of their Forefathers, tho* a little defeftive, 
than to introduce another which they were not accu- 
ftom'd to. They attributed to the two Aftronomers 
the Glory of flanding up for their Country, and 
looked upon them as zealous Defenders of the Grani^ 
(deur of their Anceftors. 

The Principal Tartarian Mandarins were of a con- 
trary Opinion, and pleaded in behalFof P. Verbieft \ 
the Difputes were carried on, on both fides, with a 
great deal of warmth ; at length Tang quang ften^ de- 
pending upon the Proteftion of the Miniftcrs of State 
Vf ho were his Friends, addreffing himfelf to the T'^r- 
tars^ fpoke thus. ** If you &vour the Opinion of 
*' Ferdinand, by receiving the Aftronomy that he 
** would introduce, you nfiay affurc yourfelves that 
*« the Empire of the Tartars will not laft long in . 
« China:' 

So rafh a Dilfcourfe was received with Indignation 
by the Tartarian Mandarins, who immediately in- 
■ formed the Emperor of all that had paffed. His Ma- 
jefty order'd that very Inftant that Tang quang fien 
ihould be loaded with Irons, and (hut up in the com- 
mon Prifon. . 

At the fame time P. Ferbieft received Orders to re- 
form the Calendar and the Aftronomy of the whole 
Empire; he had alfo the Superintendency of the Tri- 
bunal of Mathematicks, and they offered to dignify 
him with fevcral other Titles, which he obftinately 

refufed 
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refui^ in fi^ur Memories whkb h^e pre^nted to thp 
Emperor. 

When F. VerHefi few himfclf at the Head of the 
Aftronomical Tribun^ he prefented a Memorial to 
the Emperor, fetting fordi the Neceflity of retrench- 
ing a Month from the current Year, which was con- 
trary to thjs Courfe of the Sqn \ and as the Chinefe 
Aftronomers h;^ left out the thirteenth Moon this Year 
he made it appear that it was an unheard of Miftake, 
mid. that even according to their own Calculations the 
intercalary Moon belonged to the following Ye^r^ 
which Memorial was referred to the Privy Council. 

The Members of the Council look'd upon it as ^ 
inelancholy thing, that it ihould be neceffary to lop ^ 
whole Month from the Calendar that had been fb fo- 
lemnly received, but they neither could nor durft con- 
(radid P. VerUefi ; they thought it moll proper to ^nd 
lii6 Chief Prefident of the Council to make their Re* 
inonftranccs. 

The Mandarin accofted the Father in a very mild 
inanner : Take heed, fays be to bimy what you are go- 
ing to do, you are about to Qiake us defpicable a* 
mong the neighbouring Nations, who follow and re* 
fytdi the Clwefi Calendar, by letting them know th^ 
there has been io grois an Error that it is neceflary 
}o take a whole Month from the current Year > can-r 
not you diflemble this matter, or at leaft find out an 
]Expedient to iave our Reputation h If yoii can you 
will do us gre^t Serviice. The iPather replied, that i( 
was not in his Power to make the Heavens agree with 
their Calendar, and that there was an indiipenfible 
Neceflity of tajcing away $ Month* 

They then imn)ediately publifhed an lEAiGt through^ 
out the Empire to this effe^ \ That, according to the 
iMlronomical Calculations of P. Firiiefi^ it was ne-^ 
ceflary to take away the intercalary Month from the 
current Year, therefore all Perfons were forbid to ufe it 
for the fixture : This £di$ greatly ^b^raflGbd thofe 

who 
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who knew nothing of Aftronomy, they could not con- 
ceive what was become of this Month that was order- 
ed to be retrenched, and they delired to know in wha( 
FJace it was kept in reierve. 

After having thus fixed the Chine fe Year,, and re- 
gulated the Courfe of the Stars, the Father applie4 
himfelf to re-eftablilh whatever clfe was defeftive ii| 
the Tribunal of the Mathematicks ; his principal Care 
was to enrich the Obfervatory with new Inftruments 
proper for Aftronomical Obfervations -, he cauled them 
to be made with the greaiteft Exaftnefs, but howeva 
admirable they appeared, the Clnnefe^ who are con- 
ftant Admirers of Antiquity, would not have prefer- 
red them to the former if they had not been obliged 
to it by an exprels Order of tli Emperor. 

Thefc Inftruments are large, well caft, adorned 
with Figures of Dragons, and well contrived for the 
ufcs to which they are defigned : If the Nicenefs of 
the Pivifions were anfwerable to the reft of the Work> 
and inftead of plain Sights Telefcopes had been ufed* 
according to the Method of the Royal Academy, 
nothing of this fort would be comparable to them. 

It cannot be thought tedious to deicribe the Inftru- 
ments which are now ufcd in the Obfervatory at Pe- 
king ; the following is the Defcription given by P. le 
Comte^ who has examined them with great Attention. 
The firft Inftrument is an Armillary Sphere of iix 
Foot Diameter ; this Sphere is fupportcd by four Dra- 
gons Fleads, whole Bodies being wound in each other 
have their Extremities laid upon two Pieces of Brafs» 
croiEng each pther that the Weight of the whole 
Machine may be better fupported : Thefe Dragons 
were chofen preferable to other Creatures, becaufe they, 
are the Emperor's Arms, and are reprefented accord- 
ing to the Notion the Cbinefe have of them, that 1$ 
furrounded with Clouds, having long Horns upon 
their Heads, and a thick Beard upon their lower Jaw, 
the Eyes fiery, the Teeth long and (harp, their Throat 

wide. 
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wide, and always cafting forth a Torrent of Flames : 
Four young Lions of the fame Metal are fixed at the 
end of the brafs Feet, whofe Heads rife or fall ac- 
cording to the ufe that is made of the Inftrument, by 
the means of Screws that arc faftcned in them. The 
Circles are divided into 36a Degrees, every Degree 
into fixty Minutes, by tranfverfe Lines, and the Mi- 
nutes into fix Parts, containing ten Seconds, each by 
the means of Vanes applied thereto. 

The fecond Inftrument is an Equinoftial Sphere of 
fix Foot diameter ; this Sphere is lupported by a Dra- 
gon which bears it on his Back, and has four Feet 
which ferve inftcad of Legs, being faftened to the Ex- 
tremities of the Pedeftal, formed as the preceding of 
two Bars crofling at Right Angles, and terminating 
in four little Lion$ which ferved to keep it fteady \ 
the Defign is grand and well executed. 

The third Inftrument is an Azimuthal Horizon of 
fix Foot diameter -, this Inftrument, which ferves to 
take the Azimuths, confifts of a large Circle placed 
horizontally, the Double Ruler which makes the Dia- 
meter Aides along the whole Limb, according to the 
Degrees of the Horizon that are to be marked, and 
carries along with it a Trian'gular String, the top of 
which pafles through the Head of an Axle-tree ereft- 
cd perpendicularly in the Center of the fame Horizon; 
four twifted Dragons b^nd their Heads under the in- 
ferior Limb of the great Circle to keep it firm ; 
two others winding about two fmall Pillars raife 
themfelves upwards almoft in a Semicircle, as far as 
the Axle-tree in the middle, where they are fteddily 
fixed that the Triangle may be rendef'd immoveable. 

The fourth Inftrument is a large Quadrant of fix 
Foot Radius^ and is divided fo minutely as ten Se- 
conds ; the Lead that keeps it in a vertical Situation 
weighs a Pound, and hangs from the Center by a fine 
Copper Wire \ the Ruler is moveable and Aides eafily 
Alon^ the Limb j a twifted Dragon encompafsM with 

Clouds 
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Clouds holds the Parts ftrongly together, that they 
may not ftart from their Places ; the whole Work is 
Iblid and well contrived. 

The fifth Machine is a Sextant of eight Foot Ra- 
dius ; this is fupported by an Axle-Tree whofe Bafis 
forms a kind ipf an empty Bafon, which is kept firm 
by Dragons, and crofs'd in the middle by a Brafi 
Pillar, on the end of which a Machine is fix*d that 
facilitates by its Wheels the Motion of the Inftru- 
ment ; to the middle of this Machine a Copper Bar is 
faften'd, reprefcnting one of tht Radii of the Sextant, 
which keeps it altogether immoveable*; its upper Part 
terminates in a thick Cylinder, being the Center oii 
which the Ruler turns ; the lower Part reaches a Cu- 
bit below the Limb^ to give hold for the Contrivance 
by which it- is raifed or depreflcd : Thefe great and 
heavy Machines are ^very difficult to be moved, and 
"lerve rather for Ornaments of the Obfervatory than for 
the ufe of the Obfervers. 

The laft Machine is a Celcftial Globe of fix Foot 
diametei;^ and is according to my Judgment the beft 
executed of them all ; the Body of the Globe is caft,. 
it is exadly round and very fmooth ; the Stars are 
well engrav'd, and placed according to their natural 
Difpofition ; all the Circles are well dcfcrib'd, and ac- 
cording to their proper Proportions ; it is alfo well 
hung, and the leaft force will give it a circular Mo- 
tion, infomuch that a Child may place it to any Ele- 
vation, though it weighs more than 2000 Pounds : 
A large brafs Bafis made circularly is fupported by 
four mif-fliapen Dragons, whofe rugged Hair fuftains 
the Horizon, which is very curious on account of its 
Ornaments, and the Beauty of its Workmanlhip : The 
Meridian, which fupports the Axis of the Globe, is 
upheld by Clouds, which proceed from the Center of 
the Bafe through which it runs by means of Wheels 
that lie concealed ; befides this the Horizon, the Dra- 
gons, and the brazen Bars, which crofs at the Center 

of 
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of the Bafbn, are moveable at pleafure without chajig^ 
ing the Situation of the Bafis which remains sdv^ray^ 
fix*d : This makes it eafy to place the Horizon level, 
and to caufe it to cut. the Globe exaftiy in the middie : 
All thefe Inlbuments are encompafled with Marbie 
Steps in the Form of an Amphitheatre, for the Con- 
veniency of the Obferver, becaule the gen^ulity of 
them are raiied ten Foot high. 
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Of the Tafte of the Chincfc for Poetry, Hifiory 

and Plays* 

^ O underftand in what the Beauty of the Chinefe 
^ Poetry confifts it is neceflary to be Mailer of their 
'Language, but as that is no eafy matter we can give 
but an imperfcdt Notion 6f it. 

The Pieces of Poetry compofed by the Clnhefe ait 
fi>mewhat like our Sonnets, Rondeaux, and Songs, 
Vhich are common in. £«rop^; their Vcrfes are mea- 
fured by the number of Charadlers, which are fo many 
Words 6f one Syllable ; fome of their Vcrfes are long, 
Ibme Ihort, which are agreeable by the variety of 
their Cadence and Harmony. 

The Relation that Verfes ought to have to each 
other confifts as well in the Rhyme as in the Signifi- 
cation of the Words, which have among themfelves 
a variety of Tones agreeable to the Ear : They have 
another kind of Poetry without Rhyme, which con- 
fifts in the Antithefis or Oppofition of the Thoughts, 
infomuch that if the firft> Thought is concerning the 
Spring, the fccond Ihall be upon the Autumn, or .if 
the firft relates to the Fire, the other (hall be concern- 
ing the Water : This manner of Compofition has its 
Difiiculties, and requires fome Skill. 

Their Poets have a great deal of Enthufiafm, thfeir 
Expreflions are often allegorical, and they knOW how 

to 
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to ufe properly the Figures that render the^tyte mott 
lively and patxietick. 

As for Hiftory no People have been more osireful 
to write and preferve the Annals of their Empiit ; 
thele Books had in fo much Veneration, of which we 
have given an Abridgment, contain every thing con* 
fidecable that has pafled under the firft Emperors that 
have governed China. 

There you fee the Laws and the whole Hiftorv of 
the Emperor Tao, with all the Care that he toOK to 
eftablilh a good Form of Government in his Domi- 
nions ; there you read the Regulations made by Chan 
and Tu his Succeflbrs to eftablifh the publick Tran- 
quillity, the Ufes and Cuiloms of the petty Kings, 
who govern the Provinces under the Emperor ; their 
Virtues, Vices, Maxims of Government, Wars be- 
tween each other ; the great Men that have flourifhed 
in their Time, and all other Events which dcferve to 
be tfanfmitted to future Ages. 

They have taken the fame Car6 in delivering td 
Pofterity the Hiftory of the following Reigns : That 
which is particular to the Chinee is the Gare they have 
taken, and the Precautions they have u(ed, that every 
thing may be done with Sincerity, free from the Flat- 
tery of Sycophantick Writers. 

One of the Precautions confifts in the Choice of a 
certain number of difinterefted Dodbors, ^hofe Biifi- 
nefs it is to obferve all the Words and Adrions of the 
Emperor ; every one of them in particular, without 
. Communication with the reft, fets them down in a 
loofe Sheet as fbon as they come to his Knowledge, 
and throws the Sheet into a Box through a Slit made 
on purpofe. 

They relate therein, with great Simplicity, every 
thing that has been faid and done ; for inftance fuch 
a Day the Emperor forgot his Dignity, was not Ma- 
fter of himfelf, and gave hinifelf up to Paflion : A- 
nother Day he gave ear to i^othing but his Refent* 

ment 
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mcnt in puniftiing fuch an Officer unjuftly, or in 
annulling injudicioufly an Aft of the Tribunal ^ or 
elfe in fuch .a Year, and fuch a Day, the Emperor 
gave fuch a Mark of his Paternal Affeftion for his 
Subjefts •, he undertook a War for the Defence of his 
People and the Honour of the Empire \ in the 
midft of the Applaufes of the Court, who congra- 
tulated him for an Aftion done for the good of the 
Empire^ he appeared with an Air full of Mb- 
defty and Humility, as if infenfible of fuch juft 
Praifcs. 

The Box in which all thefc Leaves are depofited 
is never opened while the Prince is alive, or any of 
the Family. upon the Throne: When the Crown 
paffes to another Houfe they colleft all thefe particu- 
lar Memoirs, and compare them together to difcover 
the Truth, and from thefc Memoirs they compofe the 
Emperor's Hiftory* 

Another Cuftom of .the Cinnefe does not a Jittle 
contribute to enrich the Hiftory of their Country : 
Every City puts to the Prefs whatever happens un- 
common in its Diftrift ; this particular Hiftory com- 
prehends the Situation, Extent, Limits, and Nature 
of the Country, with the moft remarkable Places, 
the Manners of its Inhabitants, the Perfons moft di- 
ftinguiftied for Arms or Learning, or thofe who 
have difcovered an uncommon Probity ; the Wo- 
men themfclves have a Place therein ; fuch, for 
inftance, who through Attachment for their deceafed 
Husbands have continued in a ftate of Widowhood. 

To fay the truth there are fome who obtain leave 
of the Governor, by means of Prcfents, to be honour- 
ably mentioned in the Annals, but yet they muft be 
fuch whofe Merit has been fufficiently known : To 
avoid the Inconveniencies that might arife, the Man- 
darins of every City aflemble once in forty Years to 
infpe<5l and examine thefe Books, from which they re- 
trench every thing that they think proper. 

They 
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They likcwife mention in this Hiftory the extraor- 
dinary Events and Prodigies, as alfo the Monfters 
that are born at certain times; for inftance that at 
Fou Ubeouy where a Woman was delivered of a Ser- 
pent, and gave it fuck ; as likewife that which was 
fecn at King te cinng^ where a Sow brought forth a 
fmall Elephanj: with a well-proportioned 1 runk, tho* 
there are no Elephants in that Country : Thcfe Fafts 
are related in the Annals of thefe two Cities, and fo 
of the reft, where there is found all that is ncceflary 
to write a true and exaft Hiftory. 

The Chinefr Authors do not only apply themfclvcs 
to write an univerfal Hiftory of their Empire, but 
following their Genius they often compofe feveral 
fmall Hiftories proper to amufe in an agrqcable and 
ufefiil manner. 

Thefe Hiftories are not unlike our Romances which 
have been fo much in fafliion in thefe later Ages, but 
with this difference that our Romances are general- 
ly nothing but Love-adventures, or ingenious Fiilions 
■proper to divert the Reader, but at the fame time 
that they divert fo greatly captivate the Pafiions^ that 
they become very dangerous, cipeciaily to young Per- 
fons ; on the other hand the Chinefe Novels arc ge- 
nerally full of Inftruftion, containing Maxims very 
proper for the Reformation of Manners, and almoft 
always recommending the Praftice of fome Virtue. 

Thefe Stories are often intermixed with four or five 
Verfes to enliven the Narration 5 1 ftiall give you 
three or four of this fort tranflated from the Chinefe 
by P. Dentrecolks, the reading of which \;\^11 give you 
a better Notion of the Chinefe Tafte for thcfe fort of 
things than any thing that can be faid* 
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NOVEL the FIRST. 

The following Example fiews that the PraSl'ue of Virtue 

renders a Family Illuftrims. 

AFAMILY in a moderate Condition dwelt at 
Vou ft^ a Town dependant on the City of Tcbang 
tcheou in the Province of Kiang nan : Three Brothers 
compofed this Family -, the cldeft was called Liu the 
Diamond^ the next Liu the Treafure^ and the third 
Liu the Pearl -, the latter was not yet old enough for 
Marriage, but the other two were already married ; 
the Wife of the firft was called Quango a-nd that of 
the younger Tang^ and they had both all thofe Charms 
that render Women agreeable. 

Liu the Treafure had a ftrong Paflion for Gaming 
and Drinking, and difcovered little Inclination to any 
thing that was good ; his Wife was of the fame Cha- 
rafter, and had little regai-d for Virtue, greatly dif- 
fering in this from Ouang her Sifter-in-law, who was an 
Example of Modefty and Regularity ; thus tho* thefc 
two Women feemingly kept up a good Underftand- 
ing between each other their Hearts were but weakly 
united. 

Ouang had a Son firnamed Hieulj that is The Son 
of Rejoicing ; this Child was but fix Years old when 
one Day {topping in the Street with other Children 
of the Neighbourhood, to behold a folemn Procef- 
fion, he was loft in the Crowd, and did not return 
home in the Evening. 

This Lofs rendered his Parents inconfolable, who 
put up Advertifements in all Places, and inquired af- 
ter him in every Street, but all to no purpofe, for 
they could hear no News of their dear Son. Liu his 
Father was overwhelmed with Sorrow, and in the 

midft 
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tnidft of his Melancholy he determined to forfake his 
Houfe, where every thing called to mind the Memory 
of his dear Hieul ; he borrowed of one of his Ffiends 
a fmali Sum to carry on a little Traffick in the 
Neighbourhood of the City, flattering himfelf that in 
thofe fhort and frequent Excurfions he fhould at 
length find the Treafure he had loft. 

As his Mind was wholly taken up with this Son, 
he was little afFefted with the Advantages he gained 
from Trade ; however he carried it on for the /pace 
of five Years without going at a great diftance from 
his own Houfe, whither he returned every Year to 
pafs the Autumnal Seafon ; in j(hort not finding his 
Son after fo nmny Years, and believing him loft 
without Redemption, and perceiving like wife that 
his Wife Quang was likely to have no more Chil- 
dren, he determined to withdraw himfelf intirely fron^ 
fo much Uneafinefs, and as he had increafed his Stock 
his Defign was to go and trade in another Province. 

On the Road he met with a rich Merchant who, 
perceiving his Talents and Skill in Trade, made him 
^n advantageous Offer, and the defire of growing 
rich made him forget his Trouble. 

Hardly were they arrived in the Province of Chmg 
ft but every thing fucceeded to their Wiflies ; they had 
^ (Juick Sale for their Merchandizes, and the Profit 
was confiderable : The Payment, which was deferred 
on account of two Years Famine that afflifted the 
Country, and a tedious Diftcmper wherewith Ltu 
was feiz'd, kept him three Years in that Province ; 
after he had recovered his Health and his Mony he 
ict out in order to return to his own Country, 

Happening to ftop in the Road near a Town call'd 
^chin lieou to recover from his Fatigue?^ he perceiv'd 
a Girdle of blue Cloth in the fliape of a long narrow 
Bag, fuch as is worn under a Gown, and ufed to car- 
ry Mony in -, going to take it he found it of a con- 
fiderable weight, and drawing a little on one fide 

la, he? " 
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he openM the Bag, and found about two hundred 
Taels. 

At the fight of this Treafure he made the following 
Reflexions : // is my Good-fortune that has 'put this 
Sum into my Hands j and I may keep it if I pleafe^ and 
make ufe of it without dread of any had Confequence ; 
however he who has loft it^ as foon as it comes to his 
Knowledge^ will he in a dreadful Agony ^ and return to 
feek it as foon as poJftUe : It has heen faid that our An- 
ceftors^ when they have found Mony in this manner^ 
have taken it for no other end hut to reft ore it to the true 
Qwner ; thisfeems to mejuft and equitable^ and worthy 
of Imitation^ efpecially conftdering that I am grown oldy 
and have no Heir to fucceed me^ I have no occajion to 
retain Mony which I cannot ftriSlly call my own. 

At the fame inftant he went and placed himfelf near 
the Spot where he found the Bag, and waited there 
the whole Day without any Perfon's coming to claim 
it, and the next Day he continued his Journey. 

After fix Days travelling he arrived in the Even- 
ing at Nan fou tcheouj and took up his Lodging in 
an Inn where were feveral other Merchants ; their 
Difcourfe felling upon the Accidents of Trade, one 
of the Company (aid. Five Days ago when I left Tchin 
lieou / loft two hundred Taelsy which I had in my un- 
dermoft Girdle ; / had taken off this Girdle and placed 
it near me while I took a little Reft^ whenfuddenlya 
Mandarin with all his Train paffing hy I got out of 
the way for fear of an Infultj and forgot to take up my 
Monyy and it was not till I went to undrefs myfelf at 
Night that I perceived my Lojs ; I was fully convinced 
that it would he to no purpofe to return hack^ ftnce the 
Place where Iftept was much frtquented^ and therefore 
it was not worth while to retard my Journey in fearcb 
of what I was fure not to find. 

Every one pitied his hard Lot, and Liu immedi- 
ately demanded his Name, and Place of Abode ; 
Your Servant, reply'd the Merchant, is called Tchin^ 

. 8 and 
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and lives at Tat^ tcbem^ where he has a Shop and a , - 
pretty large Stock : But pray may I ask, in my turn, 
to whom I have the honour of fpraking to ? \ Liu 
told him his Name, and that he was an Inhabitant 
of the City Vouft ; my direft way thither, added he, 
is through Tang Ubepu, and if you pleafe I will do 
myfelf the Pleafure of accompanying you to your 
own Houfc. 

Tcbin replied, with a great deal of Politeneft^ 
With all my Heart, if you pleafe we will go toge- 
ther, and I think myfelf happy to meet with fuch 
good Company » early the next Morning they fet out 
on their Journey together, and as it Was not very long 
they loon came to Tan^ tebeou. 

After the ulual Civilities Tcbin invited his Fellow- 
traveller into the Houfe, and fcrved up a fmall Col- 
lation ; then Liu began to talk of the Mony loft at 
Tcbm lieou : Of what Colour, faid he, was the Gir- 
dle wherein your Mony was contained, and how was 
it made ? It was of blue Cloth, rcply'd Tcbin^ and 
that which diftinguifli'd it from all others was the 
Charafter Tchin at one of its ends, which is my Name, 
and is worked in with white Silk. 

This Defcription leaving no farther doubt Liu 
faid, with a chearful Air, If I have asked you fo 
many Queftions 'tis becaufe I have found fuch ^ 
' Girdle as you defcribe, and drew it out at the fame 
time ; See, faid he, if this belongs to you ; It is the 
very fame, faid Tchin^ upon which Liu prefented it 
to its true Owner. 

T'cbittj full of Gratitude, prefled him greatly to ac- 
cept of half of the Sum, but to no purpofe, for Liu 
would take nothing : How great is my Obligation, 
rcfumed Tcbin, where may be found fuch great Ho- 
nefty and Generofity as yours ! He then ordered a 
' handfome Treat,* and they invited each other to drink 
with great Demonftriations of Friendlhip. 

I 2 Tcbin 
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Ti'hin faid, within himfelf. Where Ihall I find in 
chefe Days a Man of equal Probity with Liu ? Peo- 
ple of his Charafter are very rare •, but why Ihould 
I receive fo great a Benefit from him, and not think 
of an Acknowledgment ? I have a Daughter about 
twelve Years old, and am defirous of an Alliance 
with fo good a Man ; but has he ever a Son ? that is 
what I am ignorant of : Dear Friend, faid he to him, 
of what Age may your Son be ? 

At this Queftion the Tears fell from the Eyes of 
Liu : Alas ! rcply'd he, 1 had but one Son, who was 
infinitely dear to me, and feven Years ago walking 
out to behold a Proceflion he dilappearcd, and I 
could learn no News of him ever fince ; and to add 
to my Unhappinefs my Wife has had no more Chil- 
dren. 

At this Relation fchin feemed very thoughtful for 
a Moment, then refuming the Difcourfe, My Brother 
and Bonefaftor, faid he, how old was your dear Child 
when you loft him ? He was fix Years old, reply *d 
Liu : What was his Sirname, added 7Vi&;«, and how 
was he made ? We called him Hi eul^ reply'd Liu ; 
he had had the Smallpox, but it had left no Marks 
on his Face 5 his Complexion was fair and florid. 

This Account gave great Joy to tcbiny and he 
could not help fh^wing it in his Eyes and Counte-' 
nance •, he immediately called one of his Domefticks, 
to whom he whifpered fomething in his Ear; the 
Servant made a Sign that he would obey his Ma- 
tter's Orders, and went into the inward Part of the 
Houfe. 

Liu attentive to thefe various Queftions, and the 
Chcarfulnefs that appeared in the Countenance of his 
Hoft, was taken up with a great many Doubts, when 
he faw enter a young Domeftick about thirteen Years 
old ; he was clad in a long Gown and a handfome 
Surtout ; he was well-fhaped, his Features were re- 
gular, his Air modeft, and his Carriage agreeable -, 

he 
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he had fine black Eyebrows, and Eyes lively and 
piercing, which immediately ftruck the Heart and^ 
Eyes of Liu. 

When the young Boy faw a Stranger fat at the Ta- 
ble he turned towards him and made him a low Bow, 
then going near Tcbin flood in a mpdeft manner over- 
againft him : My Father, faid he, with a fweet and 
agreeable Voice, you have called Hi eulj what would 
you be pleafcd to have with him ? I will tell you by 
and by, reply'd Tcbin^ therefore ftand near me and 
wait a little. 

The I^ame of Hi eul that was given to the Boy 
ftill increafed the Sufpicions of Liu ; a fecret Im- 
preffion feized his Heart, and by a wonderful Sym- 
pathy of Nature recalled to his Mind the Image of 
his Son, his Shape, his Vilage, his Air, and his 
Manners ; he faw them all in the Perfon that he be- 
held, and there was nothing but the Name of Father^ 
which he gave to Tcbin ^ that put him to a ftand ; 
he thought it was not civil to ask Tcbin whether he 
was in reality his Son, becaufe it might happen thac 
two Children might have the fame Name, and re- 
fcmble each other. 

Liu was fo taken up with theie Reflexions that he 
thought little of the Entertainment ; the ftrange Per- 
plexity he was in might be ktn in his Countenance, 
and fomething unaccountable made him ftedfkftly 
keep his Eyes on the young Boy, infbmuch that he 
could look at nothing elfc: Hi eul^ on the other 
hand, notwithftanding the Fearfubefs and Modefty bf 
his Age looked ftedfaftly upon Uuy and it feemed as 
if Nature had difcovered at that inllant that he wa$ 
his Father. 

In fhort Liu could no longer fupprefs the Agita- 
tions of his Heart, and breaking filence all of a fud- 
den, asked Tcbin if he was in reality his Son? Ic 
was not from me, reply 'd TchiUy that he receivetl 
Life, though I look . upon him as my own Son ; k* 

I 4 veil 
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ven Years ago a Man paflcd through this Cky, fcadr 
ing this Boy in his Hand, and by chance addreflEbd 
himfelf to me, and prayed me to affift him in his cx^, 
treme Ncceffity ; My Wife, fays hcy is dead, and 
has only left me this Child ; the bad ftatieof my Af-- 
fairs has obliged me to leave my Country for a time, 
and retire to Horn t^an among my Relations, from 
whom I expeft a Sum of Mony that I may fettle my 
felf again ; I have not wherewithal to bear the 
Charges of my Journey, will you thercfiarc be £b 
charitable as to advance three Taels ? I will reftore 
rhem faithfully when I return, and as a Hedge of 
my Honefty 1 will commit to your keeping what I 
hold moft dear in the World, that is my only Son y i 
ihall no fooner arrive at Hoai ngan but I will return 
and fetch this dear Child. 

This Confidence afFeded me much ; I put into hi^ 
Hands the Sum that he required, and when he left 
file he Ihed Tears, teftifying that he left his Son with 
extreme Regret •, dio* what furprizcd me was that 
the Child feemed unconcerned at the Separation ; hot 
not feeing the pretended Father return I had Si^-f 
cions that 1 wanted to have cleared up i I called the 
Child, and by the different Queftions that I asked 
him I found that he was born in the City of Vouji ; 
that one Day being from home to fee a Proceffion 
pafs by, and going a little too far he was deceived, 
jind carried off by a Perfon unknown ; he told mc 
alfo the Name of his Father and Mother^ and I fooa 
perceived that the Child had been ftolen by a Villain, 
ibr which reafon I treated him with Compaffion, and 
his Behaviour to me gainal my Heart : I have often 
intended to take a Journey on parpofe to Vou ft to 
gain Information concerning his Family, but ftill I 
have been prevented by fome Accident or other : It 
happened very fortunately that a few Moments ago 
you were fpeaking of your Son, and ibme of your 
Words recaird paft Tranfadions frefh to my Me^ 



China, Chinese-Tartary, &?c. xai 

0K>iy» upon yfhklfk 1 fent for the Boy to fee if you 
k»€w him. 

At thefc Words Hi eul began to fhed Tears thro' 
•cxceis of Joy, at the fight of which Liu did the 
^me; a particular Mark, fays he, will make this 
Matter Itilt more plain ; a little above his Knee is a 
black Spot, which was the effeft of his Mother's 
Longing when fhe was with child of him ; at^ thi$ 
'Hi eul fhew'd a Mark, which Liu feeing took him 
up in his Arms and embraced him : My Son ! &id he, 
my dear Son ! by what good Fortune have I found 
thee again after io long an Abfence ! 

In 3iefe happy Moments it is eafy to conceive what 
Tranfports of Joy were felt both by the Father and 
Son : After a thoufand tender Embraces Liuy forcii^ 
himfelf from the Arms of bis Son, went and threw 
bioxfelf at the Feet of "fcbtn^ How much am I obliged 
to you, faid he, for taking him into your Houfe, and 
bringing up with fo much Goodnefs this dear Part of 
myfelf ! without you we might never have been re- 
united. 

My amiable BenefaAor^ replied Tchin^ lifting him 
up, 'tis this generous Aft of Virtue in reftoring the 
two hundred Taels which has moved the Compaifion 
of Heaven ; 'tis Heaven itfcif diat has conduced you 
hither, where you have recovered what you loft, and 
have vainly fought fo many Years •, now I know that 
this lovely Boy belongs to you, I am uneafy that I 
did not ufe him with greater Friendfliip : Proftrate 
yourfelf my Son, faid LiUy and Aiew your Gratitude 
to your Benefadtor. 

7'chin put himfelf in a pofture to return the Com^ 
pljments that were made, but Liu^ in confufion for this *• 
Excels of Civility, immediately approached him, and 
prevented his purpofe : Thefe Ceremonies being at an 
end they fat down again, and ^cbin placed young Hi 
eul on a Seat near his Father. 

Then 
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Then Tchin began to fpeak. My Brother, faid he 
to Liu (for it is a Name that I fhall give you hence- 
forward) I have a Daughter almoft thirteen, my De- 
fign is to give her in Marriage to your Son that wc 
may be more firmly united by this Alliance: This 
JJropofal was made with Juch an Air of Sincerity, 
that Liu did not think it neceffary to tnake the ufual 
Compliments which civility requires, he therefore got 
over them, and immediately gave his Confent. 

As it was late they parted. Hi eul went to reft in 
the fame Room with his Father, and one may judge 
with how much Tendernefs they pafled the Night. 
The next Day Liu thought of taking leave of his 
Hoft, but could not refift his earneft Perfuafions to 
ftay : Tchin had prepared a fecond Feaft, wherein he 
Ipared nothing to regale the intended Father-in-law of 
iiis Daughter and his new Son-in-law, to comfort them 
at their Departure ; they drank large Draughts, and 
gave themfelves up to Joy. 

" Towards the end of the Repaft I'cbin took a Purfe 
of twenty Taels, and looking upon Liu^ My amia- 
ble Son-in-law, faid he, during the time that he has 
been with me may haye fufFered fomething contrary 
to my Intention and my Knowledge ; here is a little 
Prefent for him till I can give more fubftantial Te- 
ftimonies of my tender AfFeftion, and 1 would not 
by any means have him refiife it. 

How! reply*d Li«, when I contraft fo honourable 
an Alliance, and ought, according to Cuftom, to make 
Marriage-Prefents myfelf, and only defer it for a 
while becaufc I am on a Journey, muft you load me 
with Gifts? It is too much, I cannot accept of them, 
this would cover me with Confufion. 

Alas! who thought, faid Trfow, of offering you fo 
fmall a matter ; it is to my Son-in-law, and not to 
you that I^ make this little Prefent •, in Ihort if you 
perfift in the Refufal it will be to me a certain fign 
that my Alliance is not agreeable. 

Liu 
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Liu faw very well that he muft comply, and 
that Refiftance was ufelcfs, he therefore humbly ac- 
cepted the Prcfent, and making his Son rife from the 
Table he ordered him to make a' profound Reve- 
rence to 7'chin : That which I give you, faid Tchin^ 
raifing him up, is but a Trifle, and deferves no 
Thanks : Hi eul then went into the inward part of • 
the Houfe to return his Mother-in-law thanks. The 
whole Day was fpent in Feafts and Diverfions, which 
were not ended till the approach of Night. 

Liu being retired to his Chamber' gave himfelf up 
to Reflexions on this ftrange Event : It mufl: be 
owned, cried he, that in reftoring the two hundred 
Taels that I found I did an Aftion agreeable to Hea- 
ven, fincc I am rewarded by the Happinefs of find- 
ing my Son, and contrafting fo honourable an Al- 
liance ; this is Happinefs upon Happinefs, and is like 
working Flowers of Gold upon a piece of beautiful 
Silk : How can I fliew my Gratitude for fb many 
Favours ? Here are twenty Taels that TcbiH has given 
to my Son, can I do better than to lay them out for 
the Subfiftence of virtuous B6nzes ? this will be like 
fcattering Blefllngs upon the Earth. 

The next Day after Breakfaft the Father and Son 
made ready their Baggage, and took leave of their 
Hoft ; they went to the Port and hired a Bark, but 
hardly had they failed half a League before they came 
to a Place in the River whence arofe a confufed Noife, 
and the Water feemed in great Agitation ; it was a 
Bark loaden with PaflTengers that was finking to the 
bottom ; they heard the poor Wretches cry out for 
help, and the People on the Bank, alarmed with the 
fight, called to fcveral fmall Barks to go to their Af- 
fiftance ; but the Watermen, being a kind of hard- 
hearted People, required the Afllirance of a good Re- 
ward before they would go to their Afliftance. 

During this Debate Liu and his Bark arrived ; when 
he underftood what was the matter, faid he within 

himfelf. 
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himfelf. To favc ^ Man's Life is much more n^ri- 
torious than to adorn Temples and maintain Bonzes ; 
let us confecrate the twenty Taels to this good Work, 
and fuccour thefe poor Wretches that are like to pe- 
rifli ; at the fame inftant he declared that he would 
give twenty Taels among thofe who fliould iave in 
their Barks thefe half-drowncd People. 

No fooner was this Offer made but the Watermen 
covered the • River in a moment ; even fonie of the 
Speftators who flood upon the Bank, and were skil- 
ful in fwimming, threw themfelves precipitately into 
the Water, and in a moment's time all in general 
were brought fafe to Land ; Liu^ gready pleafed 
with the Succefs, immediately delivered the promifed 
Reward. 

Thefe poor People taken out of the Water, and 
from the Gates of Death, came to return thanks to 
their Deliverer •, one of the Company confidering Liu ^ 
more attentively, cried out all on a fudden. How! is 
it you my elder Brother j by what good Fortune do 
I meet you here } Liu yu^ turning about, knew his 
third Brother Liu tcbiriy and was fo tranfjported with 
Joy that he was quite in a Rapture, and joining 
his Hands together, O wonderful ! faid he, Heaven 
has conduced me hither at this critical Moment to 
feve my Brother's Life ! after which he lent him his 
Hand, embraced him, helped him into the Bark, 
affifled him to take off his wet Garments, and g3,ve 
him others. . 

Liu tchin^ being come to himfelf, performed all the 
Duties that Cuflom requires from a younger Brother, 
and the elder having made a proper return cal- 
led Hi euU who ,was in one of the Rooms of the 
Bark, to come and falute his Uncle ; then he related 
all his Adventures, which filled Li^^ tcUn with Amaze- 
ment from which he CQuld not foon recover : But let 
me know, faid Liu yUy what could bring you into 
this part of the Country ? 

It 
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It is not poffible^ reply'd Liu tchin, to tell you in a 
few Words the Caufe of my Journey : When you had 
been three Years abfent from your Houfe we had 
News that you died of a Difeafe in the Province of 
Chaa ft ; my fecond Brother, as Head of the Family, 
in your Abfencc made an Inquiry, and aflured us 
that .it was true ; this Was like a Clap of Thunder 
to my Sifter- in-law, who was inconfolable, and went 
into deep Mourning-, as for myfelf 1 conftantly af- 
firmed that the News was not certain, and that I be- 
lieved nothing of it. 

A few Days after, my fecond Brother prefled my 
Sifter-in-law to think of a new Marriage, but fhe al- 
ways rejefted the Propofition -, in fhort flie engaged 
me to undertake a Journey into C2?^z;/^, to inform my 
ifelf upon the Spot concerning your Affairs, and when 
I leaft thought of it, being ready to perifh in the 
Waves, I met with my dear Brother who faved. my 
Life : This Proteftion of Heaven is truly wonderful ; 
but, my Brother, Ijelieve me there is no time to lofe, 
make what hafte you can to your Houfe to mitigate 
the Sorrows of my Sifter-in-law, who undergoes too 
violent a Perfecution, and the leaft delay may caufc 
Misfortunes that^are not to be remedied. 

Uxu yu was in a great Confternation at this Recital, 
and fending for the Mafter of the Bark, tho* it was 
late, gaV-e him Orders to fet fail and to proceed on his 
Voyage all the Night. 

While Liu yu met with thefe Adventures Ouafig 
his Wife was in the utmoft Diftrefs -, a thoufand rea- 
fons preAiled upon her not to believe her Husband 
Was dead -, but Liu pao^ who by this pretended Death 
became Mafter of the Houfe, affirmed it fo pofitive- 
ly that at length flie feemed convinced, and went in- 
to Mourning. 

Liu pao had a wicked Heart, and was capable of 
the nloft diflionoarable Aftions : I make no doubt, 
faid he, but my'eldeft Brother is dead, and I am be- 
come 
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come Mafter. My Sifter-in-law is young, handfome, 
and well made, her Relations live at a Diftance, and 
flie cannot readily procure their Afliftance, I will 
force her to marry again as foon as poflible, by which 
means I fhall get a Sum of Mony. 

He communicated his Intentions to his Wife Tangi 
and order'd her to employ a skilful Marriage-bro- 
ker, but Ouang refufed to hearken to the Propofition ; 
ihe fwore fhe would continue a Widow, and honour 
by her Widowhood the Memory of her Husband. 
Her Brother-in-law Liu tchin confirmed her in this 
Rcfblution, infomuch that all the Artifices they could 
make ufe of had no Succefs. She could not get it 
out of her Mind but that her Husband was ftill liv- 
ing, and defir'd to be fatisfied about it. Reports, 
laid flie, are often falle, and without fending to the 
Place it is impoflible to be fully certain : The Jour* 
ney indeed is long, at leaft two hundred Leagues, but 
what then, I know the good Difpofition* of my Bro* 
ther Liu tchin v I fhould be glad if he would go into 
the Province oiChanfty and inform himfelf of the 
Truth ; and if I have been fo unfortunate as to lofe 
^ my Husband, he will at leaft bring back his precious 
Remains. 

Liu tchin was defired to undertake this Journey, and 
he accordingly departed ; his abfence' rendered Liu 
foo more ardent in his Purfuits ; befidcs having for 
fome Days paft had ill Succefs at Gaming, he could 
not tell where to get Mony to try to recover his Lof- 
l^s : In the Strait that he was in he met with a Mer* 
chant of Kiangji^ who had juft loft his Wife and was 
looking for another. Liu pao laid hold of the Op- 
portunity, and propoled his Sifter-in-law -, th^ Mer- 
chant agreed to the Propofal, but not without taking 
the Precaution to inform himfelf, whether fhe that was 
>ropofed was young and handfome -, and as foon as 
Le. knew the certainty he loft no Time, and paid 
twenty Taels to conclude the Affair. 

When 



E 



China, Chinese-Tartary, c^. 127 

When Liu poo had received the Sum, I ought 
to acquaint you, faid he to the Merchant, that my 
Sifter-in law is proud, haughty, and a great Lover 
of Formality ; (he will make a great many Diffi- 
culties when (he is to leave the Houfe, and you 
' .will have fome Trouble to bring her to a Refolu- 
tion ; I will tell you therefore what you muft do ; 
at the beginning erf* the Night bring a Chair, a- 
dorn*d as ufual, with good ftrong Porters, make as 
little noifc as you can, aftd be ready at the Door ; 
She that .will appear with a mourning Head-drels is 
my Sifter 5 fay never a Word to her, nor . hearken. 
to what fhe fays, but take her about the middle, 
force her into ths Chair, and conduft her to your 
Bark as foon as you can. This Expedient pleaied 
the Merchant, and the Execution of the Projedl feein'4: 
eafy. - 

In the mean time Liu poo returned home, and that; 
his Sifter-iri-law might have no Suipicion of his Xk^ 
lign he took no notice of any thing while fhe was 
by ; but as foon as fhe was withdrawn he made his 
Wife a Confident of the Projed, and told her of 
the Trick he was going to play ; It is neceflary, 
. faid he, that this two-]egg*d Merchandife fhould 
be taken away this Night, of which I have not the 
leafl Reafon to doubt : However I am not willing 
to be prefent at the Tranfad^ion, fo that I will 
be abfent for fome Time ; but it is neceflalry that 
you fhould know that as foon as Night appears 
there will come a confiderable Crowd to our Door, 
and will take her away in a Chair, 

He was going to proceed when he was fuddenly 
ftopt by the Noife that he had heard : It was his Si- 
fter-in-law thatpafTcd near the Window of the Room^ 
at which Liu poo went haflily out at another Door, 
infbmuch that he had . not time to add the Circum- 
ftancc of the mourning Hcad-drefs : It was doubtlefs 

by 
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by the particular Direftion oF Heaven that this Cir-* 
cumftance was omitted. 

Ouang readily perceived that the Noife fhe made 
at the Window had obliged Liu pao to break off his 
Biicourfc abruptly : The Tone of his Voice plainly 
fhewcd that he had ftill fomething more to fay, but 
jQie had heard enough, for finding by his Air whea 
he entered the Room that he had fome Secret to 
communicate to his Wife, fhe pretended to withdraw, 
and Jiftening fecfetly at the Window heard thefe 
Words diftinftly , Tbey will carry her off^ they will put 
her in a Chair. 

Thefe Words greatly ftrengthen'd her Sufpicions, 
when entring the Room, and going to Tang fang^ fhe 
declared her uneafinefs to her ; Sifter-in-law, faid fhe 
to her, you behold an unfortunate Widow who is 
bound to you by the fbongeft Ties of the- mofl: fin*, 
cere Fricndfhip, and therefore by diis very Friend- 
fhip I conjure you to acknowledge fii-eely whether your 
Husband perfifts in his former Defign or no, in for* 
cing me to a Marriage which will prove my utter 
Ruin? 

At thefe Words Tang appeared in Confiifion and 
blufh'd, but recovering her felf fbon after ; Why 
fhould you have fuch Thoughts, Sifler, faid fhe to 
her, and why do fuch flrange Fancies diflurb your 
Mind ? If there was a Defign of a fecond Marriage, 
do you think there would be any great difficulty in 
the matter ? But alas ! To what purpofe fhould a Per- 
fon throw himfelf into the Water before th? Bark is 
going to be cafl away ? 

When Ouang heard the Proverb of the Bark fhe 
underflood better the Senfe of the private Difcourfe 
of her Brother-in-law: She immediately gave herfc!f 
\3p to Complaints and Tears, and quite overwhelmed 
with Grief fhut hcrfelf up in her Room, where fhe 
wept, fighed, and lamented. What a Wretch am I, 

faid 
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laid fhe, that I know not what is become of my Huf- 
band ! Uu tchin^ my Brother-in-l^w and Friend, whom 
I might depend upon is on a Journey ; my Parents 
and Relations live at a great Diftance ; if this Affair is 
haftened how can I give them Notice ? I can hope 
for no Afliftance from my Neighbours, for TJiu pao 
is become formidable among them, and they know 
he is capable of the blackeft Villainy : Wretch that l 
am ! I cannot efcapc from his Snares ; if my Ruin 
is not perfefted to Night it will to Morrow, or in 
a very fliort time ; the only thing I can do is to put 
an end to this painful Life ; to die once is much 
better than to fuffer a thoufand Deaths, and what is 
my Life at prefent but one continual Death ? 

She then came to a Refolution, but deferred exe- 
cuting it till the Evening : As foon as Day had left ; 
Our Hcmilphere, and Darknefs had fucceedcd in its 
room, fhe retir'd into her Chamber, and fhutting her 
felf up took a Cord, and faflen'd one end of it to a 
Beam, and at the other made a running Noofe ; fhe 
got upon a Stool, modeflly adjufled her Garments a- 
bout her Feet, and then cried out. Supreme Tien a- 
venge my Caufe : After this fhe threw down her Head- 
drefi, and putting her Head and Neck into the run- 
ning Noofe, fhe kicked away the Stool with her Foot^ 
and was left fufpended in the Air. 

Here was an cnd,» as one would imagine, of this 
unfortunate Lady, but it fomehow happened that the 
Cord, though made of Hemp and feemingly very 
flrong,' immediately broke, and fhe fell to the ground 
half dead. 

Tang run towards the Room as foon as fhe heard 
the Noife which was occafion'd by her violent Fall, 
and found the Door barricadoed 5 fhe thought it was 
the Effeft of a troubled Mind, and therefore took up 
a Bar and wrench'd open the Door : As the Night 
was extremely dark in entering the koom her Feet 
were entangled in Quangos Garment, wTiieh threw her 
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our younger Brother is returned, and our eldeft Bro- 
ther enjoys a perfeft health ; open quickly. 

At thefe Words, concerning the Return of Liu tcbin^ 
Ouang ran to take the black Head-drefs that Tang had 
left, but in vain did fhe expeft to fee her dear Liu 
tcbin^ for there was no body but Liu pao who entered 
immediately her Room, but not feeing his Wife there, 
and moreover obferving a black Head-drefs on her 
Sifter-in-law's Head, his Sufpicions were ftrangely re- 
newed. *At length he cried out. Where is your Si- 
fter-in-law.? You ought to know better than I, re- 
plied Quango fince it was you that carried on this fine 
Intrigue : But tell me, replied Liu pao^ why do not 
you wear your white Head-drefs ? Have you laid 
afide your Mourning ? In anfwer to which Ouang was . 
fb complaiiant as to relate the Hiftory that had hap- 
pened during his Abfencc. 

She had hardly made an end of her Story before 
liu pao began to beat his Breaft, and a£):ed like a 
Madman, but coming to himfelf by little and little, 
I have one Comfort in my Misfortunes, laid he to 
himfelf, I. will fell my Siftcr-in-law, and with the 
Mony rU buy another Wife, and no Body fhall 
know that I have been fo unfortunate as to fell my 
own. He had been playing all the Night, and had 
loft the thirty Taels which he had received from the 
Merchant of Kiang ft^ who was already at a great 
diftance with his new Bride; he was preparing to 
go out in order to n^ociate this Affair, when he 
perceived ait the Door four or five Perfons who want- 
ed to enter ; they were his eldeft Brother Liuyu, his 
youngeft Liu tchin^ his Nephew Hi euly and two 
Domefticks that carried the Baggage. Liu pao a- 
mazed at this Sight, and not having the affurance 
to conft*6nt them, made what hafte he could out at 
the Back-door, and vanifli'd like Lightning. 

The Lady Quango traiifported with Joy, came to 
receive her dear Husband s but how exceeding was 

her 
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her Delight when fhe perceived her Son, whom fhe 
hardly knew he was grown fo much and had fo fine 
a Pcrfon : Ah ! by what good Fortune, faid fhe, have 
you brought back this dear Son whom I fuppofcd to^ 
be loft? 

Liu yu entered into the Detail ofall his Adventures, 
and Ouang in her turn related at large all the Indimi- 
ties that Uu pao had made her fuiFer, and the Ex- ' 

tremities to which he had reduced her. 

Then Uu yu having beftowed on his Wife the 
Commendations that her Fidelity dcferved. If by a 
blind Paflion for Riches, faid he^ I had kept the 200 
Taels, which I found by chance, how fhould I have 
recovered my dciar Child ? If Avarice had hindred me 
from giving the twenty Taels to fave thofe who were 
fufiering Shipwreck my dear Brother had perilhed in 
the Water, and I fhould never have feen him : If by 
an unlook*d for Adventure I had not met with this 
amiable Brother, how fhould I have difcovered the 
Trouble/ and Diforder that reigned in my Houfe ? 
Without this, my dear Wife, we fhould never have 
been re^united, our Family would have been difmem- 
ber^d, and we fhould have been plunged in AfHi<5bion. 
All this is the effed of the particular Providence of 
Hea.ven, who has over-ruled thefe different Events : 
As for my other Brother, who without Defign fold 
his own Wife, has juftly brought on himfelf his. 
own Misfortunes : The Almighty 7ien treats Mankind 
as they deferve, let them not therefore think to efcaper 
his Juftice. - 

Let us learn from hence bow advantageous it is to 
praftife Virtue, which renders a Family more flourifh- 
ing every Day. 

Not long after Hi eul went to fetch his Bride the. 
Daughter of T^chin •, the Marriage was concluded, and 
proved ^ very happy one s they had feveral Children, 
and faw a great number of their Grand-Children, ma- 
ny of which were advanced by their Learning, and 

K3 
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railed to die higheft Offices ; thus this Family became 
aiuftrious. 




jinotber N O V E L, 

Tchoang tfe, after the Funeral Obfequies of Ins Wjfe^ 

wholly addicis him/elf to bis beloved Pbilofopbyt and 
becomes famous among the Se£i of Tao. 

The Chinefc Authors Preface. 

T^H E Riches and Advantages of this World arc 
*^ like an agreeaWe Dream of a few Moments; 
Honour and Reputation arc like a bright Cloud that 
is foon diflipated ; even the Affedion of thofe who 
are united by the Ties of Blood is often nothing but 
a vain Shadow; the moft tender Friendlhip often 
changes to a deadly Hatred ; let us not \^ pleaied 
with a Yoke becaufe it is Gold, and with Chains 
becaufe they confift of Jewels ; let our Delires be rea- 
fbnable, but efpecially let them be moderate ; let us 
free our felves from too great an Attachment to the 
Creatures, for it is like taking up a handful of Sand ; 
let us look upon it as the principal Point to preferve 
pur fdves in a State of Liberty and Joy, which is in- 
dependent. 

The Sedls of Tao and Fo^ tho* greatly different fix>ni 
the Seft of the Learned, agree with them in the Prin- 
cipal Duties, without attempting to oppofe or weaken 
them ; however it is true that the Love of Fathers to 
Children ought not to make them over and above 
anxious when they are about to be fettled m the World ; 
on which account it is commonly laid, The Fortune of 
Children ought to be procured by them/elves. 

As for what relates to Man and Wife they arc 
united together by Sacred Ties, and a Divorce or 
Death often diflblve this Union : This we are taught 
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by the Proverb which fays. Husband and Wifi are like 
Birds of the Fteld^ in the Evening they meet in the fame 
Bufh^ and feparate in the Morning : Yet it muft be 
own'd there is . much lefs to be fear*d from the Excefs 
of Paternal AffeAion than Conjugd:! Love ; the latter 
is nourifli'd and grows fecretly by mutual Endear- 
ments and reciprocal Confidence, infon^uch that it is 
no uncommon thing for a young Wife to become 
Mafter of her Husband, from whence proceeds the 
Coldnefs of the Son to the Father : Thefe are grofs 
Faults, from which Men of Senfe know how to pre- 
ferve thcmfelves. 

Upon this Subjcft I fhall give a Sketch of the Life 
of the famous Tchauang tfe^ but I folemnly declare that 
it is with no Intention to weaken the Union between 
Man and Wife, my only Defign is to fhew that we 
ought to be careful in diftinguifhing between true and 
&lfe Merit, in order to regulate our Affedions ; and 
as it is very dangerous to be a Slave to a blind Paffion, 
it is likewife of great confequence to our Repofe to 
keep within the Bounds of Moderation ; generally 
fpeaking thofe who conftantly drive to fubdue their 
PafTions will at length become Mafters ;• then Wifdom 
will be their Portion, and a calm and ferene Life will 
be the Fruit of their Labour : But let us come to the 
Hiftory. 

TOWARDS the end of the Dynafty of Tfi&ifw 
there was a famous Philoibpher appeared in China^ 
called Tchouang tfe^ he was born at Mong^ a City of 
the Kingdom of Song ; he had a fmall Mandrinate, 
and became a Difeiple of a famous Sage of thofe 
Times, and Author of the Sc(5l of Tao ; his Name 
was Ly^ and his Sirname Etd ; but as he came into the . 
World with white Hair he was called the Infant Old 
Man. 

Every time Tchouang tfe flept his Sleep was inter- 
rupted by Dreams \ he imagined himfelf to be a large 
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Butterfly fluttering about either in fome Meadow or 
Orchard : The Impreffion of this Dream was fb ftrong, 
thait even when he awaked he could not help fancying 
he had Wings faften*d to his Shoulders, and that h6 
was ready to fly away, not being able to guels at the 
meaning of a Dream fo extraordinary and frequent. 

One Day making ufe of a proper Opportunity, af- 
ter a Difcourfe of his Mafler Lao tje on one of the 
Canonical Books, he told him his Dream that had 
been repeated fo often, and defir'-d the Interpretation. 

This reply*d the wonderful Man, who was well 
acquainted with the Secrets of Nature, The Caufe of 
this Dream ought to be fought in the Times preced- 
ing thofe in which you live \ you muft know that at 
the Time that the Chaos began to be unravelPd, and 
the World to be formed, you was then a fine white 
Butterfly : The Waters were the firfl: Produftk)n of 
Heaven, the fecond was the Trees and Plants, where- 
with the Earth was ac^orncd, for every thing flourifla- 
ed and looked gay in an Inftant: This fine white 
Butterfly wanderM at pleafure, and went and enjoyed 
the Scent of the moft excellent Flowers ; he knew 
how even to derive from the Sun and Moon an infinite 
Delight, infomuch that at length he procured himfelf 
tlie Gift of Immortality ; his Wings were large and 
' almoft round, and his Flight was fwift. 

One Pay a? he was taking his Diverfion he alight- 
ed upon the Flowers of the Pleafure- Garden of a 
Great Queen, wherein he found the Secret to infinuate 
himfelf, and fpoil feveral Buds fcarcely blown ; the my- 
, fterious Bird, to whom was committed the Care of the 
Garden, ftruck the Butterfly with his Beak and killed 
him. 

The Butterfly's Body was then left without Life^ but 
his Soul being immortal could not be deftroyed ; it 
has pafled into other Bodies, and at prefent poflct 
fes that of Tchouang tfe : This gives you the happy. - 
Difpofition to become a great Philofopher capable of 

raifing 
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railing yourfelf, and acquiring the Art which I teach^ 
and alfo of purifying your felf by an entire Petach=* 
ment from the World, and eftahliihing your felf in 
the pcrfeft Knowledge of the Mind and Heart. 

From that time Lao ife difcovered to hi^ t)ifciple 
the deepeft Myfterics of his Doftrine, and the Difcipic 
perceived himfelf all of a fudden become another Man, 
and following thenceforward his origin^ Form he 
had in reality the Difpofition of a Butterfly, which 13 
continually fluttering without fixing upon any Objeft 
how charming foever ; that is, Tcbouang tfe oegan to 
difcoyer more fiilly the Emptinefs of every thing that ^ 

amules and enchants Mankind ; the mofl: illuftrious 
Condition was not capable of laying a Temptation in 
his way ; his Heart became infenlible to the greatefl: 
Advantages, for he found them as light as a thin 
Cloud that is the iport of every Wind, and ai unlia- 
ble as the Water of a Brook whole Stream is ex- 
tremely rapid \ in Ihort hisSoul no longer adhered to 
any thing. 

Lao tfe feeing his Difciple entirely weaned from 
earthly Amufcments, and having ^ Tafl:e for Truth, 
initiated hini into the Myfl:eries of Too te kingj for 
the 5000 Words of which this Book is compofcd are 
all myfl:erious; he kept nothing fccret from fuch a 
worthy Difciple. 

^cbouang tfe for his part gave himfelf up entirely 
to fludy ; he read without ceafing, he meditated, he 
put in praftice the Doftrine of his Mafl^r, and in pro- 
portion as he examined his interior Part to purify 
It, and if the Expreflion may be allowed to refine it'; 
he perfeiWy comprehended the difference between 
what is vifible and invifible, between the Body which 
is corruptible, and the Spirit which leaving its Abode 
acquires new Life by a kind of wonderfiil Transfor- 
mation. 

Tchouang tfe, ftruck with thefc Lights, renounced 
the Office he was poflcfled of 5 he even took Leave of 
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Lao tfe with a Defign to travel, hoping to acquire 
agreeable Knowledge, and to make frefh Difcoveries. 

However tho* his Ardpr was great to be entirely 
difcngaged, and to enjoy uninterrupted Repofe, he 
had not renounced Conjugal Pleafures ; he married 
iiicccffively three tinies ; his firft Wife was taken a- 
way fuddenly by a Diftemper, a fecond he divorced 
for Unfaithfulnefs that he had furprized her in, the 
third fhall be the Subjedl of this Hiftory. 

Her Name was 7i«f», and was defcended from the 
-Kings of TJi: Tcbouang tfe was greatly efteemed 

* throughout the Kingdom, and one of the Principal 

• of this Family, called Tterij engaged by his Merit 
g&ve him his Daughter in Marriage* 

This new Bride far outdid both her Predeceflbrs ; 
Ihe was well ihaped, had a fine Skin, and a Difpo-- 
fition that had a due mixture of Mildnefs and Viva- 
city ; fo that tho* the Philofopher was not naturally 
paffionate he tenderly loved this laft Wife. 

However the King of Ttfou^ being informed of the 
g^at Reputation of Tcbouang tfe^ defigned if poflible 
to get him into his own Domihions ; he deputed Offi- 
cers of his Court, with rich Prefents of Gold and Silks, 
to invite him to enter into his Council in Quality of 
I^rime Miniflcr. 

Tcbouang tfe^ far from being blinded with thefc Of- 
fers, made his Apology after this manner : A Heifer 
appointed for Sacrifice, and delicately fed for a long 
time, walked in Pomp loaded with all the Ornaments 
ufual to Vidims ; in tjie midfl of this kind of Tri- 
ixmph fhe perceived in the Road Oxen yoked, which 
were fweating at the- Plough ; this Sight redoubled 
her Pride, but after fhe was introduced into the Tem- 
ple, and faw the Knife lifted up ready to flay her, fhe 
wifhed to be in the Place of thofe whofe mean Lot 
(he had before de^ifed \ thefe Wifhes were fri|itlefs 
for it coft her her Life : In this manner Tcbouang 
tfe courteoufly refufed the Prefents and Offers of the 
King. Soon 
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Soon after he retired with his Wife into the Kingi 
dom of Songj his native Country, and chofc for hh 
Abode the agreeable Mountain Nan hoa^ in the Di- 
ftri<a of Tjiio tcheouy there to fpend his Life in a Phi* 
iofophical manner, and to enjoy, far fix)m the noifi 
and Tumults of the World, the innocent Pleafurcs of 
the Country. 

One Day, as he was walking and enjoying his Mfe- 
d^ttations at the foot of a Mountain, he found him- 
felf infenfibly near the Sepulchres of the neighbouring 
Pl^<:e J he was ftruck with the Multitude of the 
Tombs : Alas ! ctied he^ fighifigj behold all are equal, 
here there is neither Rank nor Diftinftion ; the moft 
ignorant and ftupid of Mankind are confounded with 
the prudent and wife ; a Sepulchre is the eternal Abode 
of every Man 5 when once he has taken his Place in 
this Habitation of the Dead he muft never cxpedl 
to return to Life. 

After he had bufied himfelf for fome time with 
fihefe melancholy Reflexions, he advanced to the Side 
of the Burying-Place, when he found himfelf without 
defign near a Sepulchre newly built ; the little Emi- 
nence made of tempered Earth was not yet entirely 
dry •, very near it 6t a young Woman, whom at firft 
he was not aware of; flie was in deep Mourning, 
that is fhe was clad in a long white Gown of coarfe 
hempen Cloth without ever a Seam ; fhe was placed 
^ little on one fide the Tomb, holding in her Hand 
a white Fan, wherewith Ihe inceflandy fann'd the 
upper part of the Sepulchre. 

TcbouMg ift furprized widi this Adventure, Dare I, 
faid be to ber^ demand of ydu to whom this Tomb 
belongs, and why you take fo much Pains in fanning 
\t ? Dtmbtlefs there is fome Myftcry in it which I am • 
ignorant of : The Woman without rifing, as Civility 
(ecmed to require, and continuing; ftill to move the 
Pan muttered a few Words between her Teeth, and 
ihed Tears \ this made it plain that Shame, rather than _ 

the 
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the natural Timidity of her Sex, hindered her from 
explaining herfelf. 

At length ihc made this Reply : You fee a Widow 
at the foot of her Husband's Tomb ; Death has un- 
fortunately fnatchM him from me, and he whofe Bones 
reft in this Tomb has been dear to me during Life 5 
he^ loved me with an equal Tendernefs, and even 
Dihen he expired left me with Reludance ; thefe are 
his laft Word? : My dear Wtfe^ faid he, if afterwards 
I you think of marrying again^ I conjure you to wait near 
my Sepulchre till the motfiened Earth of which it is com^. 
pofed Jhall he intirely dry^ . and then I will allow you to 
marry again ; wherefore thinking that the Surface of 
this Earth, newly heapqd up, will not readily dry, 
3fou fee me fan it continually to difperfe the Moifture. 
At fo fimplc an Acknowledgment the Philofopher 
had much ado to forbear laughing ; however he Kept 
his Countenance, and faid within himfelf, This Wo-, 
man is in great haflc, how can fhe dare to boafl of 
Jpving her Husba^nd, s^nd of being belov'd by him ? 
What would fhe have done if they had hated each 
other ? Then addrefTing himfelf to her. You defire, 
iaid he, that the top of the Tomb may be quickly 
dry, but your Conftitution being tender you muft 
needs be weary very foon, and fince you will want 
Strength permit me to help you 5 at thefe Word» 
the young Lady rofe up, and making a profound Re- 
verence accepted the Offer, and prefented him a Fan 
like her own, 

Th^n Tchouang tfe^ who had the Art of raifing 
Spirits, called them to his Afliflance, and giving a 
few blows with the Fan upon the Tomb, immedi- 
ately all the Moifture vanifh'd ; the ypung Lady, 
after fhe had thanked her Benefa^or with a gay and 
fmiling Countenance, drew a filver Bodkin from 
her Hair, and made him a Prqfent of it, with the 
Fan that fhe ufed herfelf, befeeching him to accept of 
them as a Token of her Gratitude 5 Tchpuang tje re- 
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ftifed the Bodkin, but took the Fan ; after which the 
Lady withdrew well fatisfy'd, Joy appearing in her 
Countenance and her Gait. ^ ^ 

As for Tchouang tfe he remained quite aftonilhed, 
and abandoning himfelf to Reflexions, which arofe^ 
from fuch an odd Adventure, he returned to 'his Ha-' ' 
bitation ; when fitting in the Hall, where he thought 
himfelf alone, he viewed for fome time the Fan that 
had been given him ; and then fetching a deep Sigh 
repeated the following Verfes. 

Do not they fay that two Perfons join tbemfelves to^ 
getber only on account of an inveterate Hatred they bore 
each other in a precedent Life^ * and feek each other in 
Marriage ? 

His Wife Tten was behind her Husband without 
being perceived ; after hearing what was laid, Ihe ad- 
vanced a little, and fhewing herfelf. May one know, 
lays fhe, what makes you figh, and whence comes 
this Fan that you hold in your Hand ? Tchouang tfe 
related the Story of the young Widow, and all that 
had palled at her Husband's Tomb. 

The Story was hardly ended but the Lady Tten'dkt' 
covered figns of Indignation and Anger inherLobks, 
and, as if Ihe had fought the young Widow with her 
Eyes, loaded her with a thoufand Curfes, called her 
the Scandal of Mankind, the Shailie of her Sex ; 
dien looking upon Tchouang tfe^ I have faid it; and it 
is true, Ihe is a Monfter of Infenfibility. 

""Tchouang tfe was not over and above attentive, but 
following the Emotions of his own Mind repeated 
thefc Verfes : While a Husband is living how - does bis 
Wife jlMter andpraife him / When he is dead, fhe is 
ready to take the Fan^ and, dry bis Sepulchre as f aft as 
poffible : A PiSlure reprefents well enough the outfide 
of an Animdy but it cannot fhew what is within ; 

• This relates to tht Opimon of the Tranfmigrathn of Sculs^ 

one ^ 
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It is fuffident, rcply'd 'Tcbouang tfe^ I am iadsfied 
of your Cbnitancy with refpcft to me : Alas ! I per- 
ceive that I expire, and my Eyes are going to be cio- 
ied for ever ; after thefe Words he remained without 
Refpiration, or the lead (ign of Life. 

Then the Lady was almoft out of her Senies, and 
with the moft piteous Cries embraced the Corps of 
her Husband, and held him a long time in her Arms ; 
after which (he drefled him, and placed him in a 
proper manner in his Cofiin, and then went into deep 
Mourning ; Night and Day ihe made the Neigh* 
bourhood echo with her Complaints and Groans, and 
gave all poffible Demonftrations of the moft lively 
Concern ; nay fhe carry'd it fo fer that Ihe might have 
been thought to be half diftrafted, refufing both Sleep 
and Nourifhment. 

. The Inhabitants that lived near the Mountain came 
to pay their laft Duty to the dcceafed, whom they 
knew to be a Sage of the firft Rank ; when the Croud 
began to withdraw there appeared a young Batchelor, 
well-fhaped, and of a florid Complexion; nothing 
could be more gallant than his Drefs ; his Cloaths were 
of a violet-colour*d Silkj with a handfome Cap, fuch 
as are wore by the Learned ; his Girdle was embroi- 
dered, and his Shoes neatly made ; he was follow*d by 
an old Domeftick ; this Gendeman made it known that 
he was defcended from ^fou : It is fome Years fince, 
faid he, that I acquainted Tcbouang tfe with my De- 
fign of becoming his Difciple -, I am come for this pur- 
ppfe, but I learn'd at my Arrival that he is dead : 
What a Difappointment ! What a Lofs ! 

He immediately threw off his coloured Habit, and 
went into Mourning ; he then went near the Coffin, 
- beat his Forehead four times' againft the Ground, and 
cried with a Voice mixed with Sighs, " Sage and 
** learned tcbouang ! how unfortunate is your Difci- 
^* pie in not attending upon you during your Life, 
** and profiting by your Lcflbns; I am defirous 
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** however of teftifying my Regard and Acknow- 
" ledgmdit in flaying here to mourn a hundred 
*' Days." After thefe Words he proftrated himfelf 
again fpur times, bedewing the Earth with his Tears. 

After this he defired to fee the Lady, in order to 
pay his Compliments to her ; but fhe excufed \herfclf 
fron^ appearing two or three times -, Ouangfun, which 
was the Name of the young Lord, reprefented that, 
according to ancient Cuftom, Women might fliew 
themfelves when the intimate Friends of their Hus- 
band pay them a Vifit : I have ftill more rcafon, 
added he, to enjoy this Privilege, fince I was to have 
lived with the learned Tcbouang tfe in quality of his 
Difciple. 

Thefe inftances prevailed upon the Lady, who 
came frpm her Apartment, and in a flow iimnner ad- 
vanced into the Hall to receive the Compliments of 
CcMidolence, which were over after a few Words fbo- 
ken in general Terms. 

When the Lady faw the genteel Behaviour, Wit, 
and Attraflions of d^is young Lord, ibe was charmed 
with them at once, and felt in her Soul the Mo- 
Cioos of a growing Pailion, which at iirft die did not 
rightly underitand, but only wiflied he was not to re- 
tire Ho foon. 

Ouang fun prcv^cd her by faying. Since I have 
had the Misfttttunc to lofe my Mafter, whofe Me- 
mory will be always dear to me, I am delirous of 
procuring a Lodging where I may remain the hun- 
dred Days of the Mourning, when I will aflTift at the 
Funeral ; I fhall likewife be very glad to read, during 
that rime, the Works of this illuftrious Philofopher, 
which will iupply the place of the Lcflbns I am de- 
prived of by his Death. 

This will be an Honour for our Houfe, reply'd the 
Lady, and I fee no Inconveniency at all in it ; upon 
which fhc prepared a fmall Repaft, and ferved it ini 
while this kfted flie laid, upon a handfome Desk, the 
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Compofitions of Tchouang tfe ; to which Ihe added the 
Book of Tao te^ a Prefent of the famous Lao tfe^ and 
came and offered it herfelf to Ouang fun^ who re- 
ceived it with his natural Politenefs. 

On one fide of the Hall, where the Coffin flood, 
there was on one of its Wings two Rooms that looked 
into the Hall, which were defigned for the Lodging 
of this young Lord *, the young Widow came fre- 
quently into the Hall to weep over her Husband's 
Coffin, and when fhe withdrew fhe faid fome engaging 
thing or other to Ouang fim^ who came tofaluteher: 
In thefe frequent Interviews many a kind Glance 
paffed between them, which betrayed each others 
Hearts. 

Ouang fun was already half fmitten, and the young 
Widow was downright in love ; that which pleafed 
her gready was that they were in a folitary place, 
and at a Houfe litrie frequented, where any Failure in 
the Mourning-Ceremonies would not be taken notice 
of: But as a Woman is always backward to make 
the firft Advances, Ihe bethought herfelf of an Ex- 
pedient ; fhe fent fecretly for the old Servant of the 
young Lord, and entertained him plentifully with 
Wine, fhe flattered and cajoled him, and then went 
fo far as to ask him if his Mafler was a married 
Man: Not yet, replied he: 'Well, continued fhe, 
what Qualities does he defire in the Perfon he defigns 
to marry ? 

The Servant, who was got merry with drinking, 
inflantly anfwered. If he could meet with one that re- 
fembled you it would be the height of his Wifhes : 
She reply'd immediately. Tell me the truth, are you 
certain that he fpokc in this manner ? An old Mari 
as I am, reply'd he, is uncapable of Lying, much 
lefs would he impofe upon a Perfon of your Merit : 
Well, continued fhe, you are a fit Perfon to bring a- 
bout a Marriage with your Mafler, you fhall not lofe 
your labour ; fpeak of me to him, and if you find 
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that he likes me affure him that I fhall look upon it 
as the greateft Happinefs to be his. 

There is no need of founding his Inclinations, f^id 
the Servant, becaufe he has owned to me freely that 
fuch a Marriage would be intirely agreeable to his 
Tafte ; but, added he, this is not poffible becaufe I 
^m a Difciple of the Deccafed, and what would the 
World fay of it ? 

This Obftacle is a Trifle, reply ^d the paflionate 
Widow, your Matter is not truly a Difciple of 
^chouang tfe^ he only promifed to be fo ; befides be- 
ing in the Country, and quite out of the way, who 
can ever talk of our Marriage ? Go, and if any 
other hindrance lies in the way, you have Ingenuity 
enough to remove it, and I will make a liberal Ac- 
knowledgment for your Services ; at the fame time 
Ihe filled him fcveral Gluflcs of excellent Wine to 
put him in a good Humour for the Undertaking. 

He promifed to take care of it ; • but as he was 
going fhe called him back, Harkye, faid fhe, if the 
Gentleman accepts my Offers come as foon as pof- 
fible, and bring me the News, let it be at what Hour 
of the Day or Night it will, for I fhall expedl it 
with Impatience. 

As foon as he was gone fhe was greatly unfeafy, 
and made feveral Pretences to go into the Hall, ' but 
in reality it was to be near the young Gentleman's 
Room ; it being extreamly dark fhe went to liften at 
the Window belonging to his Room, flattering her- 
felf fhe fhould hear fomething of the Affair fhe had 
fo much at heart. 

Then pafling near the CofHn fhe heard a fort of a 
Noife, and trembled for fear : Alas ! faid flie, in great 
Emotion, can it be the deceafed that gives figns of 
Life? She entered her Room immediately, and ta- 
king the Lamp went to fee what was the occafion of 
the Noife, when fhe found the old Domeftick laid 
upon the Table placed before the Coffin, on which ' 
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, Perfuincs were to be burnt, and Offo-ings fet at cer- 
tain Hours J he lay there to fleep himfelf fober, the 
Lady having given him too much Wine -, any other 
Woman would have (hewn a Refentment for fuch 
Irreverence to the Dead, but fhe durft not complain, 
nor even difturb the fleeping Sot ; fhe went therefore 
to lie down, but it was not pofliblc for her to take 
any Repofc. 

The next Day fhe met the Servant walking about 
carelelly, without thinking of returning an Anfwer 
to his Meflage ; this Coldnefs and Silence gave her 
the greateft Difturbance, and calling him and taking 
him into her Chamber, Well, faid Ihe, how goes 
the A0air that you undertook to manage? There is 
nothing to be done, reply'd he dryly. Alas ! why {o ? 
feid flie, doubtlefey6u forgot what I defired you to 
fay on my part, or have mifreprefcnted it : I forgot 
nothing, returned the Domeftick -, my Matter knows 
not how to aft ; he acknowledges the Offer is advan- 
tageous, and is fatisfied with what you faid concern- 
ing the Obftacle in his being efteemed a Difciple of 
f'cbmang tfe^ therefore this is no farther hindrance ; 
but he told me there are three Obftacles that cannot 

1)oflibly be got over, and which I am not very wil- 
ing to mention* 

Let us fee a little, reply'd the Lady, what thefc 
three Obftacles are ? Thefe are they, reply*d the old 
Domeftick, exadlly as they were mentioned by my 
Mafter. i. The Coffin of the Deceafed yetftanding 
in the Hall is a very mournful Scene, how then can 
one rejoice there, or celebrate the Nuptials ? 2. The 
illuftrious Tchouang having loved his Wife tenderly, 
and fhe having teftified the like AfFeftion, founded 
upon his Virtue and great Capacity, I have reafon to 
fear that her Heart will always be united to her firlt 
Husband, efpecially when fhe finds fo little Merit in 
me. 3. In fliort I have no Equipage here, nor have 
I Furniture, or Mony, how then fbalJ I defray the 
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Charge of the Ceremony^ and make the ufual Fcafts ? 
In the Place where we are there is no Perlbn to bor- 
row of: Thefe, Madadi^ are the things that hinder 
him. . , . 

Thefe three Obftacles, reply 'd the paflionate ]JUl]r» 
may be rertioved in an inftant^ and without a great 
deal of Thought: As to the firft Article of the 
mournful Coffin, what does it contain ? an inanimate 
Corps, an infeftioiis Cdrcafs, from which there is no- 
thing to hope, ahd nothing to fear 5 I have in the cor- 
ner of my Yard an old ruined Houfc, and fome of 
the neighbouring Peafants, ^hom I ihall fend for, will 
foon carry the Coffin thither, fo that the fight of it 
will be troublefbtae no loriger ; thus h6re is one Ob- 
ftacle removed. 

As to the fecond Article, Aka! was it true that 
my late Husband yvas What he appeared to be, a Man 
of uncomffton Virtue and of .great Capacity ! Before 
he had efpoufed me he had divorced his fecond W ife ; . 
'twas a fly Trick, as yoa. mfay eafily guefs : The 
Fame Of his Reputation caufed the laft King of tou 
to fend him rich Pfefents, and he would have made 
him his Prime Minifler : He, Ivho was conlcious of 
his own Incapacity, and knew that it would appear 
if he acccj)ted the Office, fled away, and came and 
hid himlfelf ii» this folitary Place ; about a Month 
fince, as he was walking alone at the Foot of the 
Mou^itafn, he met a young Widow emrployed in fan- 
ning the top of her Husband's Sepulchre in order to 
df y up the Moifture, becaufe flie had promifed not 
to marry again till it was dry \ Vtcbouarig accofled 
her, cajoled her, tbok the Fan' out of ter Hands, 
and began to jrfay with it with a defignr to pleafc 
hci* in drying the Tomb fiiftet than ordinary j after- 
wards he kept the Fan as a PledgJ of her Kindnefs, 
and brought it hither, btit i fnatch*d it from him, and 
tore k in jtrieces : Being at the point of death, he 
brought this'Hiftory upon th^ f(»ps^ which «icreas* d 
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the difference between us : What Kindnefs have I re- 
ceived from him, and what Proofs has he given me 
of his Affcftion ? Your Matter is young, loves 
Study, and will certainly be famous in the learned 
"World; he is already illuftrious on account of his 
Birth, for, like me, he is defcendcd from Royal Pro^ 
genitors, {o that there is between us a Conformity of 
Circumftances, and Heaven itfelf has condufted him 
hither to unite us ; fuch is our Deftiny. 

There remains only the third Hindrance to be re- 
moved j as for the Ornaments and Nuptial Feafts, I 
will take care to provide them : Can you believe that 
I have been fo fimple as not to lay up fomething a- 
gainft a Day of Neceffity ? Here, take twenty Taels, 
and give them your Matter to buy new Cloaths ; 
make what hafte you can, and let him know what I 
have faid ; if he gives his Confcnt 1 will go and pre- 
pare every thing for the Marriage this very Evening. 

The Servant took the twenty Taels, and went and 
informed his Matter of the whole Difcourfe, who at 
length gave his much wifh*d-for Confent. When 
the Lady was told the agreeable News fhe dilcovered 
her Satisfaftion a hundred different ways ; fhe imme- 
diately threw off her Mourning-habit, drefs'd, adorn'd, 
and painted herfelf, while in purfuance of her Or- 
ders the Coffin was tranfported into the old ruin'd 
Houfei the Hall was immediately cleans'd and a- 
dorn'd for the Ceremony of the Interview and Nup- 
tials ; at the fame time a Featt was getting ready that 
no time might be lott> nor any thing wanting for the 
Rejoicings. 

In the Evening they prepared the Nuptial-Bed 
tivith exquifite Perfumes, the Hall was illuminated 
with a great number of fine Lanthorns, and at the 
bottom of the Table was placed a great Wax-candle, 
being the Marriage Taper : When every thing was 
ready Oiiangfun appeared in a Habit and Ornament 
for the Head that gready fct off his Shape and Fea* 
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tures ; the Lady came foon after to join him, drefs'd 
in a long Silk Gown richly embroidered, when they 
placed themfelves near each other overagainft the 
Nuptial Flambeau ; the Sight was furprifingly charm- . 
ing, for being thus feated by one another they added 
to each others Luftre, as precious Stones and Fearls 
itt off the Beauty of Cloth of Gold, and appear more 
Iplendid themfelves. 

After making the ufual Compliments that the Ce- 
remony required, and being wifhed all kinds of Pro- 
verity in their Marriage, they went hand in hand in- 
to the inward Apartment, where they pradtifed tne 
grand Ceremony of drinking after each other in 
the Cup of Alliance, and then fat down at the 
Table. 

The Feaft ended, and when they were juft going 
to Bed, "the young Bridegroom fell into horrible Con- . 
vulfions, his Vifage was disfigured, and his Mouth 
dreadfully diftorted ; he could not walk a ftep fur- 
ther,, for endeavouring to get upon the Bed he fell 
on the Floor, where he lay extended, rubbing his 
Breaft with both his Hands, crying out as loud as he 
could. That he had a Sicknefs at his Heart that would 
be his immediate Death. 

The Lady, who was inamour'd to tne laft degree 
with her new Spoufe, without thinking where fhe 
was, or the Condition fhe was in, cried out for help, 
and threw herfelf on the Body of Ouang fun ; Ihc 
embraced him, rubbed his Breaft where his Com- 
plaint lay, and asked him what was the nature of 
his Diftemper ? Ouang fun was in too great an Agony 
to make any Anfwer, for he feemed juft ready to 
expire. 

His old Domeftick ran in at the Noifc, took him 
in his Arms and fliook him : Has my dear Ouang 
funy cry*d the Lady, been fubjeft to fiy:h-like Acci- 
dents? ' This Diftemper has feized him feveral times, 
reply *d the Servant, there feldom paffes a Year but 
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it attacks him ; there is only one Remedy that can ^ 
poffibly cure liim : Tell me quickly, rcply*d the 
Bride, what the Remedy is ? The Phyfician to the 
Royal Family, continued the Servant, hias found a 
Secret which is infallible ; he muft take the Brain of 
a Man newly killed, and drinking it in warm Wine, 
his Convulfions will immediately ceafe, and he will 
be as well as before ; the firft time that this Diftem* 
per attacked him the King, his Father, executed a 
Prifoner who defa-ved Death, and took his Brain, 
which cured him in an inftant ; but alas ! where ihall* 
we find fuch a thing at prefcnt ? 

But, rcply'd the Lady, will not the Brain of a 
Man that died a natural Death have the like Effcft ? 
Our Phyfician, reply'd the old Domeftick, let \» 
know that, in cafe of abfolute Neceffity, he might 
uie the Brain of a dead Perfon, provided he had not 
expired too long, becaufc the Brain not being quite ' 
dry preferves the Virtue. 

IT it be fo, cry*d the Lady, you need cmly open 
my Husband's CofRn, and take from thence the falu- 
tary Remedy : I thought of it myfelf, reply'd the 
Servant, but durft not propofe it left it mould fill 
you with Horror : A mighty matter, reply-d Ihe, is 
not Ouang fun my Husband at prefent ? if he want- 
ed my own Blood to heal him, ihould I think it too 
much ? how then can 1 hefitatc to meddle with a vile 
Carcafs ? 

At thefe Words fhe left Ouang Jim m his ^rvam'ii 
Arms, and took an Ax which was ufed to cut Fire- 
wood in one hand, and a Lamp in the other, and 
running with precipitation towards the old Houfe, 
where the Coffin was, turn'd up her long Sleeves, 
and taking the Axe in both Hands, lifted it up, and 
with all her Strength ftruck a great blow on the Lid 
oF the Coffin, and clove it in two. 

A Woman's Strength would not be fiifficient for 
an ordinary Coffin, but Tcbouang tfi^ by an qnufual 
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Prcxraution and Love of Life, had <M*dered that the 
Boards of the ColBn ihould be very thin^ becaioie he 
had heard that many had returned to Life after they 
had been fuppoied to be quite dead. 

Thus at the firfl: blow the Board was ^^lit^ and a 
few more knocked off the Lid \ as this extraoardiaaty 
Motion had put her out of Breath fhe fiopt a moment 
to recover herfelf ; at the fame inftant ihe heard a 
very deep Sigh, and, cafting her Eyes towards the 
Coffin, flie perceived her firft Husband move and 
rife up. 

One may judge what a Surp^ze the Lady was ini 
the Confternation made her give a great Shriek, h^r 
Legs lail'd her^ and fhe was ib confus'd fhe let the 
Ax fall out of her Hands without her Knowledgie. 

My dear Spoofe, iaid Ttbduai^ 10 her, affift mc a 
little that I may ftand up : When he was got out of 
the Coffin he todk. the Lamp and went towards her 
Apartmei^, the Lady followed, but with tremUi(^ 
Stq>s, and fwcating hrgie Dropa^ because ibe hadkft 
Ouanffun and his Serva&t there* ^ 
' When he entered into . the Room every thifig ap- 
peared gay and ^>lendid, but Ouoffgjun aad his Ser- 
vant had fortunately left it ; this recovered h^ a lit- 
tle, and ihe began to tbink of means of gloffing over 
this troublefome Aflairs thereibre cafting a kind 
Look upon 7cbouMg tfe^Hovst humble Slave, faid 
jhe to him, fince the moment that you died has beea 
intirely taken up with your dear Mefnory ; at kngith 

ing heard a Noife proceed from, the Coffii^ and 
to mind the Stories that have been related of 
certain dead Ferfona letutomg to Life,! i« gave me 
hopes diat yoa might be of thid nxambn^, for which 
reafon I ran as fz&. as I could and opened the Co^n^ 
and, thanks to Heaven, my Hopes were not deceived! 
What a Happine& is it for me 10 cegaia my Dear^ 
whofe L06 I continuaUy bewailed ! 

lam 
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I am obliged to you, reply'd Tcbouang tfe^ for your ' 
great Regard for liic, but let me ask you one fliort 
Queftion, Why are you not in Mourning ? How do 
you come to be drefs'd in a rich Brocade ? 

The Anfwer was ready : I went, faid fhe, to open 
the Coffin with a fecret foreboding of my fiappi- 
nefs ; the Joy that I expefted did not require a me- 
lancholy Drefs, nor was it agreeable to receive you 
when recovered in a Mourning-Habit, for which rea- 
fon I put on my Wedding-Cloaths. 

Very well, faid Tcbouang tfe^ let us pafs over this 
Article : But why was my Coffin plac*d in the old 
Houfe, and not in the Hall where it ought to have 
been ? This Queftion embarrafs*d the Lady, and fhe 
could not tell what to anfwer. 

^chouang tfe cafting his Eyes upon the Diflies, 
Plates, and the other Signs of Rejoicing, confidered 
them very attentively •, and then, without explaining 
himfelf, required hot Wine to drink, and fwallow'd 
feveral Cups without fpeaking one Word, while the 
Lady remained in the utmoft Confufion. 

After this Tchouang tfe faid to her. Behold thcfc 
two Men that are behind thee, pointing to them with * 
his Finger; fhe turned about and perceived Ouang 
fun and his old Servant ready to enter the Houfe •, 
this was a new Subjeft of Terror to her, and turn- 
ing her Head a fecond time fhe found they were 
gone. 

In fhort the unhappy Woman, finding her Intrigues 
all difcovered, and not being able to furvive the 
Shame, withdrew into a private Place, and taking* 
off her filken Girdle fattened it to a Beam, and 
hanged herfelf -, a deplorable End occafioned by a 
fhamefiil Paffion ! 

T'chouang tfe finding her in that condition cut her 
down, and without farther trouble mended his old 
Coffin, and laid her in it, from whence fhe had not the 
good Luck, like her Husband, to return. 

After 
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After this Tchouang tfe took a Refolutiori to travel, 
determining never to marry again ; in his Travels 
he met with his Mafter Lao tfe^ to whom he Was at- 
tached the reft of his Life, which he fjpent agreeably 
in his Company. 




TWO PIECES OF HISTORY, 

Or rather two kinds of Judgments \ the one where the 
Guilty . hdng acquitted^ Heaven:^ in the midfi of his 
Triumph J confounds and punijhes him in a remarkable 
inanner ; the other where Innocence being opprejfed^ 
and ready to fink under the Misfortune^ is fuddenly 
dif covered and revenged by the particular InterpofitioH * 
of Heaven. 

The Preface. 

T T 'IS commonly faid. Whoever deprives another 
Perfon of Life ought to lofe his own •, this is a 
Law univerfally received, and which is neceflary for 
Society, therefore it is a difficult matter to make the In- 
nocent appear guilty, or the Guilty fcem innocent ; if 
you are innocent he who endeavours to deftroy you 
may indeed blind and corrupt the wifeft Judges, and 
perhaps the righteous Tien feems at firft to wink at 
the Calumny ; but he will not fufFer you to fink un- 
der it, the Villainy will at length be difcovered and 
confounded. 

On the contrary a Villain juftly accufed, and who 
denies the Accufation, undergoes fometimes the Ihar- 
pcft Tortures without making any Confeffion, and 
obliges his Accufers to defift from their Profccution ; 
but at length the Day comes when the Myftery of Ini- 
quity is revealed, and the Artifice is laid open. 

The 
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The Guilty may furvire his Crime for a fealbn, and 
the Innocent may be condemned to languifb in a Dun- 
g^n, and be brought to the brink of Ueftrudtion \ is 
it becaufe the ancient Ruler who is over our Heads can^ 

not fee thefe things ? 

The Complaints that People under Opprcffion 
make in this Life, and after Death rife to Heaven 
and call for Vengeance ; Truth is fometimes fo per- 
plexed that the Mandarins cannot difcover it, but 
Heaven examines and fees every thing diftinftly ; tho* 
Artifice and Knavery are multiplied without end, 
they only fcrve t(^ bring on the favottrable Opportu- 
nity, when its jtift aftd immutable Decrees fhine out 
vrith the greateft Luftre. 

It is commonly feid that we fear the Wicked^ hut 
mt Heaven ; that hone^ People are deceii)ed^ but Hea- 
ven is never impofed upon y it is alfb laid that the Net 
in which Heaven confines all Mankind is exceeding large ; 
it fcems not to obfcrve their Anions, neverthelefs there 
is no way to efcape. 

Since Government has been eftablifhed what num- 
bers of upright Ma^ftrates and wife Judges have ap- 
peared upon the Stage ! were they ignorant that Hca- 
. ven is interefted in and watches over the Life of Man ? 
But the PafEons put feveral imperceptibly Springs in 
motion ; a hundred Fafts, which feem the moft incre- 
dible, are neverthdefi true, but this (hould not incline 
us to give the Icaft credit to a hundred more that may 
be abfolutcly falfe. 

From hence it follows that the Proccfe in criminal 
Affairs, even where there is the plaineft Proof, Ibould 
be examined with the moft fcrupulous nicety, and 
feveral times renewed ; after this a Juc^ need' ne- 
ver fear that thofe he condemns will complain of be- 
ing wronged, and cry for Vengeance agarnft him. ^ 

In our Days the Tribunals, the foperior a^ well as 
the inferior, are governed by a dcfire of Gain, and 
feek only to enrich thcmfelvcs ; there are few who can 

give 
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give them Satisfa&ion but rich Men and People of 
<liftin(^ion ; hence it is that Juftice, with her righteous 
Balance, is no longer to be found among us, and has 
been overwhelmed in the great Eaftern Sea. 

I am fenfihle that notorious Crimes, which require 
fpcedy Juftice, may and ought to be pijnifhed without 
long Proceedings ; I agree alfo that in matters of Icls 
confequence, where all the Circumftanocs are plaiq, 
it is beft to come to a fpcedy Determination, and 
make them up by agreement of the Parties concerned ; 
but in my opinion Murder fliould never be pardoned, 
or made up by mutual Agreement, for it is contrary 
to Equity and right Reafon ; if the Party accufed, 
whofe Hands arc imbrued in Blood, is not punifhed 
with Death, the Spirit of him who was murdered, 
and that cries for Juftice, will never be at reft. 

As to the Depofuions of thofe Wretches who, when 
tortured to confefs, name feveral innocent People as 
Accomplices of their Crimes, they cannot be fuffi- 
ciently examined, the Depofuions of one Day (hould 
be compared with thofe of another, and with the 
greateft caution. 

It often happens that thefe notorious Villains, when 
they are fcvcrely tortured, and upon the point of be- 
ing condemned to die, catch at every thing they can 
to fave thcmfelves ; they felfly pretend to confels all, 
Cahimny cofting them nothing j they accufc an inno- 
cent Peribn, without being concerned for ruining not 
afmgle Man, but his whole Family ; they only think 
to gainfomp Relief, and for this end they care not 
whom they accuie. 

But a Judge ftiould penetrate their Thoughts, lay- 
ing fmall ftrm on fuch Accufations^ and by faving 
tho& that are pointed out for Deftru6tlon make 
himfelf rich in good Aftions, for which his Children 
and Grandchildren fliall one Day receive a thoufand 
Bleffings. 

My 
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My Defign in this Preface was to inftmft both the 
People and the Magiftrates : It is certain that the 
ihiallefl: Plant, the vileft Shrub, receives th^t Ihare of 
Life it poflfeflcs from the Supreme Being ; with how 
.much more reafon ought we to fay. That he is the 
Author of the Life of Man of whom he is the firft 
Father. 

Therefore the principal Duty of a Mandarin is to 
have a Paternal Affeftion for the People intruded to 
his care j he fliould make ufe of Gentlenefs and Se- 
verity to maintain Peace and to prevent Diforders, 
and in his whole Condud Ihould do nothing un- 
worthy the amiable Name of The Parent of the Peo- 
fie ; by thefe means he will gain their entire AfFeftion, 
and this AfFeftion will fhew itfclf by Marks of an 
eternal Gratitude ; but above all, auguft Heaven will 
reward his Equity, and will prote6l him in a particu- 
lar manner. 

THE HISTORY. 

UNDER the Dynafty of Ming *, a rich Man 
of the City of Sou tcheou^ named Ouang Ida, had 
been a long time the declared Enemy of one Li jvi 
he had fought a hundred ways to deftroy him with- 
out being able to efFeft it ; he fet out therefore one 
Night about the third Watch, in a terrible Storm of 
Wind and Rain, with a Refoliition to aiflaffinate him 
in his Houfe. 

That Evening Liy^ after he had fupped quietly, 
went to Bed, and was in a found Sleep with his Wife 
when a Band of ten Thieves broke open the Door -, he 
waked with the Noife, and faw thefe Villains enter his 
Chamber tumultuoufly, having their Faces bcfmearcd 
with black and red. 

'■ ■' I ■ ' " " I II III I 1. I t^ ii I .■ ! ■ ■ II MiyTM^— ^— —I— ^i^T 

* The Author of this Story li<ved under this Dynafiy, 
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At this fight the Lady Tfiangy his Wife, quite ter- 
rified flipt out of the Bed and crept under it to hide 
herfelf i half dead with the Fright Ihe perceived 
that one of the Gang, who had a great Beard and a 
broad Face, feized Li y by the Hair, and cut off hia 
Head with a Stroke of his Sabre ; after which all the 
Troop difappeared in a Moment, without taking any 
thing out of the Houfe. 

The Lady Xfiang^ who faw all that pafled, having 
recovered her exceffive Fright, came from undcjr the 
Bed and drefled herfelf in a hurry ; then turning to- 
wards the Body and Head of her Husband, flic vent- 
ed her Sorrows in fuch loud Cries that the Neigh-^ 
bours came running in Crouds to know what was the 
matter ; they were very much lurprifed at fuch a dif- 
mal Speftacle, neverthelefs they endeavoured to com- 
fort the poor Lady, who was quite overwhelmed with 
Grief, and rcfufed all Confolation. 

You fee here, fays flie, my Husband murdered ; 
you need not go far to fcek the Aflaflin, for Ouang 
kia is the Perfon. What Proof have you of this, an- 
fwer^d the Neighbours? What Proof? added Ihe, I 
was hid under the Bed, and took particular Notice 
of the Murderer •, it is Ouang kia himfelf, that fwora 
Enemy to my Husband -, I obferved his great Beard 
and his broad Face, tho' it was befmcar^d I knew 
him very well : Would common Thieves have left the 
Houfe without taking away any thing? Yes, I am 
certain that Ouang kia is my Husband's Murderer : 
Afllfl: me, I conjure you, affift me to take Vengeance 
of this wicked Wretch, and be fo good as to bear 
me company to the Mandarin to demand Juftice, and 
to bear witncfs of what you have feen ; they reply'd. 
That they knew the Enmity there was betwen Ouang 
kia and her Husband, and that they were very wil- 
ling to bear witnefs of it at the Tribunal ;. and .more- 
over that it was their indifpenfible Duty to acquaint 
the M^indftrin of any Robbery or Murder th^t was 

com^ 
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committed in their Quarter, therefore Ihe had nothing 
to do but to prepare an Accufation againft the next 
Morning, and tney would go with her to prefent it j 
after which they retired. 

When they were gone the Lady Tfiang fhut her 
Door, and paflfed the remainder of the Night in Tears 
^d lamentations. ' 

At the dawn of Day fhe begged her Neighbours to 
fend her a proper Perfon to draw up the Accufation 
ihe intended to make j as foon as it was written (he 
went dittdly with it to the Mandarin, which happened 
to be juft at the Hour that he gave Audience and ad- 
•miniftred Juftice ; when the Lady came in fight of 
him flie quickenM her pace, and proftrating herfelf 
at the Foot of the Tribunal, fhe cried out in a mournful 
Tone, Murder! jijfaffination ! 

The Mandarin, feeing the Accufation in her Hand» 
inquired what, was the Subjedl of it, and being in- 
formed that it related to a Murder committed by 
Thieves or Aflaflins, he received the Accufation and 
promifed to do her Juftice ; the People of that Quar- 
ter canf>e up at the feme time, and prefented a Paper to 
inform him of the Diforder that had happened in their 
Ne^hbourhood . 

The Mandarin inftantly difpatched fomc Officers 
of Juftice to vkw the dead Body, and naake out the 
Procefe of the Murder ; then he ordered his * Archers 
to take the Perfon into cuftody who was accufed to be 
the Aflaffin. Ouang kia was very calm in his own 
Houfe, and fecmcd to have no Apprchcnfion of Dan- 

*r, falfely imagining that having befineared his 
'ace it was impoffiblc he (hould be known ; he was 
even applauding his Contrivance when he faw himfelf 
fiiddenly furrounded by a Troop of Archers, who had 
entered his Houfe in a forcible manner : Let us ima- 
gine we foe a Man fhutting his Ears for fear of hear- 

* Certain Officers who are employed to tah Crimhutls. 
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ing the Thunder^ and who at the fame inftant is ftruck 
by the Lightning, fo did Ouang kia appear. 

He was immediately feized, loaded with Irons, and 
carried to the Audience : It is you then. Wretch^ 
faid the Mandarin, that aiSaffinated Li y, I, my 
Lord! reply'd the Villain, if Li y was murdered^ 
it might be Robbers^ am I anfwerable for it ? Upon 
which the Mandarin addrcfling himfelf to the' Lady 
Xfiang^ Well, fays he, how do you pro ve that he com-, 
mitted this Murder ? 

My Lord, reply'd flie, I was hid under the Bed 
when the Blow was given, and from thence I faw that 
Wretch cut off my Husband's Head ; I knew him a- 
gam very well : But> anfwer'd the Mandarin, it was 
Night when this was^done, how could you know him 
in the Dark ? 

Ah! my Lord, fays fhe, I not only obiferved his 
Shape and Air, but I have alfo a fure Token 5 would 
common Thieves have quitted the Houfe in fuch a 
hurry without taking away any thing ? Such a hor- 
i:id and barbarous Aftion could only be. the effeft of. 
an ancient Enmity, which is but tOQ well known^ 
for my Husband had ho Enemy in the World befidei 
Oua7tg kia. 

The Mandarin hearing this . asked the Neighbours 
if there had been in reality fuch an old Enmity be^ 
tween Ouang kia and Li y ? Yes, my Lord, reply*d 
they, it was known, to all that /part of the Town, 
and it is alfo true that the Murder was committed 
without any thing being taken out of the Houfe. 

Upon this the Mandarin raifing his Voice, arid 
fpeaking in an imperious Tone, Let Ouang kia this in- 
ftant be feverely tortured: This Wretch, who was 
wealthy, and had always liv*d at his Eafej trembled 
at the very mention of Torture, and declared that he 
would make an open Confeflion : It is true, laid vhe, 
that I mortally hated Li y^ and this induced me to 
dilguife myfelf like a Thief, that I might not he 
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Known, and to af&flinatc him in his own Houfe: The 
Mandarin, haring taken his Dqx)fition, order'd him 
to be carried to the Dungeon where the Prifoners arc 
confined that have been capitally convidted. 

While Ouang kia was in Priion he was perpetually 
contriving fome Expedient to get out of this ugly A^- 
fiiir, and to render inefie£tual the Confeflion he had 
made in his firft' Surprize, the more he ftudied the 
lefs room there feemcd to be for fuch an Expedbtiotv; 
at length being once under great Torment of Mind, 
How is it poffible, faid he to himfelF, old Seau ihould 
never come into my Thoughts, a Man fo well verfcd 
in all Tricks and Subtilties ; I was formerly acquaint- 
ed with him, he is a skilful Man^ and has- a Brain- 
fruitful in Inventions, and can &siA out an Expedient 
for any thing. 

As he was pleating himfelf with thefe Thoughts he 
difcovered Ouang ftao eul his Son, who came to make 
him a Vifit, and he immediately communicated his 
Projeft to him, and gave him proper Orders: Elpe- 
cially, added he, if Seou gives you any hope fpare no- 
Mony, and remember that your Fathcr^s Life is in 
danger : Siao eul promised to run any risk in fb im- 
portant an Af&ir. 

The fame inftant he ran to Sem^ and happily meet- 
ing with him he laid open his Father^s Cafe, and con- 
jured him to find out fome Method of living him; 
To fave your Father, reply*d this old Fox, is a dif- 
ficult matter ; there is His own Confeflion againft 
him ; the Mandarin newly arrived in the Province is 
jealou> of hts Honour, he himfelf took the Confef- 
fion and pronounced Sentence, and it will be in vain 
to appeal to a fuperior Tribunal, it being already in 
the Hands of a decifive Judge : Do you believe he'll 
ever acknowledge any Dcfcdt in the Proceeding ? But 
without any longer preamble, give me one, two, three,, 
four hundred Taels, and leave it to my Management ; 
I'll go to the Court at Nm king^ and I may find 

an 
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an Opportunity to exercife my Skill ; I have it al-^ 
ready in my Head, and my Mind forebodes that I 
iliall fucceed; 
Which way do you dcfign to manage it? faid Siao eul. 
Don*t be fo inquifitive, reply'd Seou^ let me but have 
the Mony, and make no doubt but I fhall bring it 
about : Siao eul returned to his Houfe as faft as he 
could, weigh'd the Mony, brought it^ and prefled 
Seou to fct out on his Journey, 

Take comfort j cry'd Seou ; by the help of this tempt-^ 
iflg' Metal there is fcarce any Affair, how vexatious 
Ibever, that may not be moUify'd ; you may be quite 
eafy, and truft intirely to me ; then Siao iul took hi3 
leave, and riiank*d him fer his Zeal. 

The next Day Seou fet out for Nan king^ and ar- 
rived there in a few Days time ; he went immediate* 
ly fo the Supreme Tribunal, where all the criminal 
Gaufes of the Emph*e are carried ; there he inform-*- 
ed himfelf flily of the prefent date of the Tribunal,, 
of the Name, Credit, and Difpofition of the. inferior 
Officers. 

He' learnt, that one Stu kung^ of the Province of 
^che kiang^ was a kind of Achrocate there, that he 
wa$ an ingenious Man to tzxvj oti a CauTcJ and 
ealy of accefs, and got a Letter of Recommenda- 
tion to him that was accompanied with a handfome 
Prefent. 

Sin kung received him in a genteel manner^ and ob- 
ferving that Seou was a good Speaker he invited him 
often to fee him ; Seou took care not to fail, and for-= 
got nothing to infinuate himfelf by little and little in- 
to his Friendfhip, and to get into his good Graces % 
but for the pefent he met with no Opportunity fa-* 
vourable to his Defign. 

One Day, when he lead thought of it, he learnt 
that a Company of Officers were bringing to the Tri- 
bunal above twenty Pirates, who would be condemned 
to lofe their Heads, without the lead hope" of efca- 

M 2 ping ; 



l60 The General Hj story of 

The N^uidarin opened it, and reading that the Avh 
thor (rf* the Murder of one Liy w^ taken, he im- 
mediately cried out. How can thjs poflibly be, finoe 
Ouang kia has freely confefled the Cringe ? He thea 
ordeitd the Prifoner to be brought to examine him 
over again, when Ouang Jiao eul got within the 
B^, crying out aloud,' My Father is (landered, and 
there is a Defign to opprels him. This Concur^ 
rence of Circumftanccs aftoniflied the Mandarin^ 
who laying afide all his Doubts, ordered Oua^g 
kia to be fet at Liberty, which was done that Mo- 
ment. 

The Lady ^fiang^ having learnt the News of his 
being fet at Liberty, very well knew that (he could 
do nothing more, ^ and that a farther -Profecution 
would be fruitkis: After all, laid {he, iOnce the 
Murder was done in the Night it is very poifir: 
ble I may be deceived 5 fofhe gave over the Af- 
fair, and all Thoughts of pufhing it any further. 

One may judge how great the Joy of Oimng kia 
was ; he returned to his Houfc, as it were in Tri- 
umph, in the midft of the Acclamations of his Re^ 
lations and Friends, walking along in a proud and 
haughty manner \ but as he was ready to enter his 
pwn Houfe he was all on a fudden ftruck with a 
blaft of cold Wind, and cried out with all his 
might, I am loft I I perceive Li y, he threatens me^ 
befalls upon me ! as he uttered thefe laft Words he fell 
ienfelefs on the Ground, and expired in an inftant: A 
dreadful and terrible Example ! a great Leflbn ! there 
ij no deceiving Tien. 
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ANOTHER HISTORY. 

itiu ban)i jufi fern bow a guiUy Perfan pafs'dfor infuh 
j^nt ; thefolhwing Example will he an innocent Per^ 
fern treated as guilty : In tbisfecond Hiftory the Craft 
and Artifices of a wicked Man bring a poor Scbohr 
into a dreadful Series of Misfortunes^ and doubtlefs 
witbmU Ae Prwidence of Tien, who at loft cleared 
up the Trutbj tbe innocent Perfon would have lofi 
bis JJfe. 

T^HERE was in the prcfent Dynjifty ofAUng^ in the 
finall City Tung kia of the Diftrift of Ouen tcheouj in 
the Province of Tcbe kiangy a Scholar whofc Name was 
Ouangy and Simame JGf/, and whoie Title of Honour 
was Ou 4nboa\ he had married a Lady called Lieou^ 
who alone poflefied his whole AAedion ; he had a 
Daughter who was about two Years old at the time 
I was fpeakii^ of : Thus the whole Family confided 
but of three Peribns, befides Slaves or Domefticks. 

Tho* he was not rich^ yet he lived in a handfome 
manner, and Study was his whole Employment ; he 
had not yet taken a Degree, but he was in queft of that 
Honour ; and in order to attain it he lived in Retire- 
ment, conftantly taken up with his Books, and not 
fufpending his Labour on any Account, unlefs now 
and then to vilit two or three Friends, who mutually 
communicated their Produdtions to each other. 

As for the Lady Lieou (he was a Model of Virtue, 
ihe was witty, diligent, frugal,^ laborious, and indu- 
ftrious \ and thefe two Perfons of fo amiable a Cha- 
ra<5ter lived tqgether in perfedl Union : One After- 
.noon about the latter end of the Spring, in charm- 
.ing Weather, a Friend or two came to draw him from 
his Books, with Defign to take a Walk in the Fields. 

M 4 Ouang 
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Quango invited by the Sweetnefs of the Seafon, was 
willing to take a little Divcrlion, and he . and his 
Company went and regaled themfelves, drank fcveral 
Bumpers arid fo parted. 

Quango coming near his own Houfe, found two Ser- 
vants at the Door, who were in a great Paffion with 
a Man in the Street ; this latter lived at Hou tcheouy 
and was called Liu \ he had a Basket in his Hand full 
of Ginger, which he fold : The Servants pretended 
he had made them pay too dear for the quantity he 
had given them ; the Dealer on the other hand faid 
they would wrong him if they with-held a fingle Mite : 
Quango having learn'd the Caufe of the difference, turn'd 
towards the Merchant, and faid, You are very, well 
paid, go about your Bufinefs, and don't make fuch 
a noife at my Door. 

The Dealer, who was a plain honeft Man, reply'd 
with his ufual freedom. It is not poflible for us fmall 
Traders to bear the leaft Lofs, and it is very ill done 
in you, who ought to have a great and generous Soul, 
to be fo hard with us poor People. 

Quango who was a little heated with Wine, fell into 
a great Paffion at thefe Words, You Rafcal yG\i^faid 
' he to htm^ how dare you 'talk to me in this manner ? 
Upon this, without confidering he was a Man in 
Years, he gave him a hearty Pufli and threw him 
down ; the Fall was violent, infon^uch that the poor 
' Wretch lay without Senfe or Motion. 

To fay the truth one ought never to be in Paffion, 
efpecially with People who get their Livelyhood by 
dealing in Trifles, a Mite or two can never be worth 
hagling about ; and yet it is very common to fee Ser- 
vants fhekering themfelves under their Matter's Au- 
thority, affront and abufe People to the difcredit of 
their Matters, who are often brought into Trouble by 
• that means •; but prudent Ferfons give fuch ttrid Or- 
ders that all Inconveniencies of this kind are pre- 
yented. 

It 
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It is very certain Ouang fhould have been more mo- 
derate ; for want of this he committed a great Fault, 
and he was feverely punilh'd for it as will appear 
hereafter : As foon as tvcr he law the Stranger tall at 
his Feet without Motion, and almoft without Life, he 
was feized with extreme dread, which foon diflipated 
the Fumes of the Wine : He went to his Affiftance 
and cry'd out for help ; they carry'd the Man half 
dead into the Hall : As he yet dilcover*d no Sign of 
Life they made him fwallow a little hot Tea, which 
recovered him from the Swoon. 

Then Ouang ask'd his Pardon, and treated him with 
excellent Wine, giving him fomething to eat to re- 
new his Strength ; after which he made him a Prefent 
of a Piece of Stuff to make Mony of. 

This good Treatment foon turn*d his Refentment 
into Joy, which he tcftified by a thoufand Thanks^ 
after which lie took his Leave, and made the beft of 
his Way to the fide of a River which it was neceflary 
to pafs before it was dark. 

If Ouaftg could poffibly have forefeen what would 
happen he would have urged the Stranger to a longer 
Stay, and maintained him for the two following 
Months : This Hofoitality would have prevented the 
<^rofles which he afterwards met with : His Conduft 
may afford a good Lcflbn, which is exprefs'd in this 
Proverb, ff^e throw a golden Net with both Hands ^ and 
Caleb a hundred Misfortunes. 

Ouang no fooner faw that he was gone but he en- 
tered into the inner part of his Houfc, and rejoiced 
with his Wife that he was fo foon got rid of fo trou- 
blefome an Affair. 

As it was Night the Lady Lieou called her Slaves, 
and ordered them to ferve in Supper ; fhe began with 
giving her Husband a draught of hot Wine to reco- 
ver him from his Fright ; he had already regained 
his Spirits, and his^ Heart was at refl, when he heard 
a fudden knocking at the Door. 

He 
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He was feiz'd with new dread, >and taking a JU^np 
went iiaitily to ibe what was the fifiatter ; he found a 
Man called Tcbeou/sj Mafter of the Ferry-JBoat, hy 
which they crofs'd the River ; he had in hi$ Hand ^ 
piece of Stuff, and the Merchant's Basket. 

As foon u be perceiv'd Oui^ he &id with a wild 
Look, What ^ dreadful A&ir have you &lkn into! 
You are abfolutely loft. What ! a Sahokr like you to 
lull a poor Trader ! This was, like a Clap of Thun- 
der to the unfortunate Ouattg \ What is it that you 
fay, reply'd he, trembling ? Don't you know what I 
ixijean, aniwer'd Tcbeoufe? I fuppofe you know this 
Stuff and this Basket : Yes, I do, faid hi^ a Dealer 
in Ginger belonging to Hon tcieou came to my Houfc;, 
and had this Piece of Stuff of me to Day, and this is 
the Ba^^ in which he c^ury'd his Ginger ; how did 
they i^l into your Hands ? 

It was almoft Night, faid fcbeouji^ when a Man 
of H0U tcbemj called Uu^ wanted a Paffagc in my 
Boat ; he was hardly got in before he complained of a 
violent Pain in his Breaft, which reduced him to the 
iaft Extremity ; then telling me it was the Eflfeft of 
Blows, which you gave him, he put the Basket and 
Stuff into my Hands : Thefe will be a Proof when 
you profecute this Af&ir, which I conjure you to do. 
For this reaibn go to Hon tcbe$u as iboa as you can 
to acquaint my Relations, and pray theni to revenge 
my Caufe with the Life of him who dcpriv'd me of 
mine : When thefe Words were ended he expired j 
his Body is ftill in the Boat, which I have brought in- 
to your Port at the entrance of the River ; you may 
examine into the Affair your lelf, and fo talce proper 
Mcafurcs for your Safety, 

At this Relation Ouang was fo full of Terror he 
could not ipeak one Word, his Heart was agitated 
iike that of a Fawn who is hem'd in on all fides, and 
feeks on all fides a Paf&ge 6> efcape by, 

At 
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At kngdi, comit]lg a iittle to himfelf, be endea- 
voiir*d to diflcmblc' the Confiifion he was in : What 
you relate, faid he boldly> cannot poflibly be ; how-* 
tvet he order'd a Servant to go privately to the Bark;, 
and exanune if what he had .laid were true : The Ser^- 
vant returned very {peedily, and affured him that the 
jdcad Body was certainly there, 

Ouang was a Man of an irrefolute Mind, and couHI 
not fee very fss into Tmn&dions ; he goes back into 
the Houfe, almoft out of his Wits, and told his Wife 
Avhat he had juft beard : It is quite over with mq, 
ic:ried he, I am a loft Man, the Storm is ready to burft 
over my Head, nor do I know any remedy for my 
Misfortune, unlefi I can bribe the Waterman to coa^ 
ceal the Body in fome Place or ^ther while it continues 
i:lark. 

>Upon this, he takes a Purie of Silver amounting to 
;ibout twenty Taels, and returned haftily to the Wa- 
terman. Mafter, /aid he, I hope you will keep the 
£iecret, and I will entrnft you ^mxh. the whole Afiair : 
J fauft own I had a Hand in this unfortunate Bu&- 
jiefs, but more thco' lo^udenoe than Malice ; wears 
Jboth Natives oiOujun tcbeWy ^uid.I flatter my iclf that 
jou will ufe n^e like a Ffllow-Citizen : Would you 
jTuin me for the Lovb of a Strai^r ? What Advanuge 
can you gain by it ? Is not it better to huih up this 
Affair ? If you will my Acknowledgment ihall be 
Iproportionabie to the Benefit received irom you : Take 
^hen the Corps and throw it in fome by-place ; the 
Darkneis of the Night favours our Defign without its 
coming to the Knowledge of any Perfon whatever. 

What place can I dioofe, replied the Waterman ? 
Jf by chance any one fliould diicover the Myftery ,to- 
morrow, and there ihould be a Search after the Cri- 
minal, they will look upon me as an Accomplice in . 
the Murder^ and by doing you iervice I ihaU equally 
involve myfelf in tjm trouhlefome Affair. 

Tou 
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You know very well, faid Quango the Sepulchre of 
my Father is very near, and is a Place not at all fre- 
quented -, befides the Night is very dark, and there is 
no fear of meeting one Soul by the way ; be then fo 
kind as to fetch the Carcafe from your. Boat. 

This is a likely method, replied the Waterman, 
but how will you pay me for the Service? Then 
Ouang took the Purfe and gave it the Waterman, who 
finding by the Weight that it was not very confider- 
able. How! faid he, with a fcornful Air, here is 
Murder in the Cafe, and you think tb get out of the 
Scrape for fo fmall a Sum : It was my good Fortune 
that condufted this Manjnto my Bcmt, Heaven has 
given me an opportunity of changing my Condition 
for a better, and he would put mc off with fo little ; 
this Bufinefs is worth at leaft a hundred Taels, 

Quango who was very eager to get rid of the Danger 
as foon as poflible, durft not contradift him ; he figni- 
fied by a Nod that he accepted the Condition, and 
immediately went into the Houfe, wnerc he haftily 
took the Remainder of his Silver, together with Ha- 
bits, his Wife's Jewels, and fuch like things, and re- 
turned fpcedily to offer all to fcheou fe^ telling him 
that what he brought amounted to about fixty Taels, 
which was all that his Circumftances would permit 
him to give, and he befought . him to be contented 
therewith. 

In efFe<5t T'cheou fe fcemcd to be mollified : I wijil 
not, faid he, over-rate your Misforttine, but as you 
are a Man of Letters I hope hereafter you will have 
regard for me. ^ 

Ouang began to be revived from this Moment, and 
became a little eafy ; he got a Collation for the Wa- 
terman, and while it was preparing fent two Slaves for 
Shovels and Mattocks : The Name of one of the two 
was Hou^ he was a brutal Fellow, for which reafon 
he had the Sirname of Hon the Tiger. The Com- 
pany fet out foon after, and when they were come 

over- 
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over-againft the Sepulchre they chofe a Place that was 
foft and eafy to dig, where they made a Grave and 
buried the Carcafc -, after which they re-imbarked and. 
returned Ipeedily to the Houfe. . 

However this Labour took up the grcateft part of 
die Night, aYid the Day began to ^ break before .they 
came home ; Breakfaft was ready for the Waterman,, 
after which he took his Leave. Ouang fent away his 
Servants, and being alone went into his Wife's Apart- 
ment to bewail their Misfortune : Is it poffible, cried, 
he, that a Man of my Profeflion, and of fo ancient a 
Family, fliould be reduced to fubmit to a Wretch to. 
whom upon any other occafion I fhould not conde- 
fcend to fpeak ? At thefe Words he Ihed a Flood* of 
Tears. 

His Wife endeavoured to mitigate his borrow: Why. 
are you fo fad, faid fhe to him ? your unhappy Fate 
is the Caufe of it, you arc deftined to this trouble, and 
to pay the Sum that it has coft you ; inftead of mur-. 
muring as you do, praife Heaven that has protefted, 
you in this Misfortune ; compofe your felf to reft as; 
well as you can, for you have need of it after the: 
Troubles and Fatigues of the Night : Ouang followed * 
her Counfel, and went to Bed. 

As for the Waterman he fold hi^ Boat, and with 
the Mony that the Scholar had given him opened a 
Shop, and applied himlelf to Trade. 

I muft here break the Thread of my Hiftory to 
make this Refleftion : Sure the Scholar was Mafter of 
little Prudence, for fince he undertook to ftop the 
Mouth of the Waterman with a Bribe, ought he not 
to have put a good number of dry Faggots in the Boat 
to have burnt the Carcafe ? Then there would be no 
fign left, nor any fear of its being found out ; but in 
caufing it to be buried he afted in the fame manner 
as thofe who cut down Weeds in the Field, and leave 
the Root behind : Thefe Weeds grow again in the 
Spring, and occafion the fame trouble ; a skilful 

Husband- 
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Husbandman plucks them up by the Root, and theit 
^ the firft Froft that comes dcftroys them, and they ard 
no tongcr tmublcfome. 

The common Saying is true. That Misfortunes ridtf 
Pbft and focceed one another: The I5aughter of Quango 
t^hom I mentbned before, entered on her third Year* 
when Ihe was attacked with the Small-Pox of a ma- 
lignant fort; they prayed heartily for their only: 
Dau^ter, and^ procured the beft Phyficians to comer 
td her afflftiance ; the Parents fpent whole Days toge- 
ther weeping by her Bed-fide^, at lengph they learnt 
tHar there was a Phyfician in theGity called Siu\ great- 
ly- experienced in thefe Diftempers, and who had fared: 
a' great number of Children that were given overt 
Oua^ wrote a very preffing Letter, and gave it to ffou 
the Tiger, his Slave, charging him to make all the 
Kafte poflible ; he reckoned all the Hours of the Day^ 
and no Phyfician appeared ; as for the Child fhe grew 
worfe and worfe, but lingered on till the diird Watch, 
when her Breadi growing more difficult flie expired* 
in the midft of the Tears and Groans of her difconlb- 
; late Parents. . 

It was not till the next Day at Noon that Hou the 
Tiger returned home ; his Anfwer was that the Phy* 
fician was abfcnt, and that he had waited for him all 
the Day to no purpofe ; when the Father heard this 
his Grief was renewed : It was pre-dctermined, faid' 
he^ that my dear Daughter fhould die thus ; I was 
not to be fo happy as to get the afliftance of fo skil- 
ful a Phyfician, and faying thefe Words he fell into 
Tears. 

A few Days afterwards they difcover*d, by the 

means of one of the Domefticlcs, that the Slave in- 

flead of going on the Errand fliopt at a publick Houle, 

where he got drunk, and when the- Fumes of the 

. Wine were diflipated he invented the Story he had 

'the Impudence to relate at his return. 

At ' 
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At this News Ouangy trahfoorted with Anger,, cal- 
led the reft of the Slaves : Be quick, laid he, take 
chat Rafcal and lay him on the Ground, and give him 
fifty hearty blows with a Battoon, and be fure lay 
them on handlbmely ; when the Correftion was over 
he withdrew, foil of Grief, into his Apartment. 

The Slave got up with great difficulty, gp^tly 
bruifed with the Strokes that he had received, and* 
crawled to his Room, as^ well as he could ; there, full 
of Ra^e, and debating with himfelf like a Madman, 
Cruel Mafter, faid he'J you Ihall pay dear for yout 
Brutality, Y\\ be fure to be reven^d for this ; then, 
after he had confidered a Moment, I ncsednot gofar, 
fays he, to feek for an Opportunity, it is near at: 
hand, and I will not let it flip ; as foon as my 
Wounds arc healed you (Hall know what I can do, I 
Ihall teach you, according to the Proverb, Whether 
it is the "Bucket hung by the Ro$e that goes down into 
the fTellj or whether the tf^ater cmf of the Well falls in-* 
to the Bucket. 

In the mean time Ouang was inconlblable, and ta- 
ken up with nothing but Grief ; at length his Rela- 
tions and Friends invited him^ one after another, to" 
come to fee them, and by litde and little dryM up hi& 
Tears, and drove away hi^ Melancholy. 

A few Days after he returned home, as he way 
walking in the Gallery belonging to the Hall, he faw 
a Company of Officers enter, who came diredly to 
him and put a Cord about his Neck ; How, cried 
Ouang in a Confternation, don'ryou know that. I am 
one of the Learned ? * Is it ufual to treat one of my 
Rank in fo unworthy a manner, eipecially when I 
know no reafbn for it ? 

The Officers reply'd in an infulting manner. Yes, 
70U are a fine Man of Learning! the Mandarin will 
teach you whether it fuits with a Man of Letters to 
knock People on the Head ; at the fame time they 
dragged him to the Tribunal where the Magiftrate 

gave 



176 • l^e General ttiSTOur of 

gave Audience ; hardly was he fallen on his Knees 
but he perceived his Slave at a little diftance, who 
. was become his Accufcr, and fhewed by his Coun- 
tenance how pleafed he was to bring his Matter into 
trouble. 

He then imagined that the Accufation was dcfigned 
by this Wretch, as a Revenge for the juft Punifliment 
that he had given him. 

The Mandarin thus began his Eicamination 2 You 
are accufed, faid he> of having killed a Merchant of" 
Hou tcheou\ what do you fay to the Acculation ? Alas! 
Sir, reply'd Quango you are the Reprefcntative of 
righteous Heaven, do not liften to the Calumnies of 
this Wretch ; confidcr whether a Scholar by Profef- 
fion, weak and fearful as I am, ought to be fuipefted 
of aflaulting or killing any Perfon whatever : My 
Accufer is one of my Slaves that I catch'd in a Faulty 
^d have feverely correfted according to the Right I 
have as his Mafter ; this Wretch has formed ft De- 
fign to ruin me, but I hope by your Skill and Equity 
the Accufation of fuch a Wretch will not turn to his 
Mailer's Prejudice, and that you will eafily unveil the 
Secret of his dark Intrigues. 

Hon the Tiger, ftriking his Forehead againft the 
Ground, faid. Sir, as you adt in Heaven's (lead, I 
conjure you not to regard what this Learned Perfon 
has faid, who has an excellent Talent at counterfeit- 
ing ; it is a common thing for a Slave to commit a 
Fault, and to be punilhed, and yet there are but few 
that refcnt it fo far as to accufc their Mafters of a 
capital Crime ; but it is eafy to clear this Matter up, 
the Bones of the murdered Perfon are actually in his 
Sepulchre, ■ give Orders that they may be digged up ; 
if they are found it will appear that 1 have faid true, 
but if not then I am a Slanderer, and fubmit to be pu- 
fiifhed with all the Rigour of the Law. 
. The Mandarin did as the Slave defired, the Offi- 
cers were ordered to go with him to the Place he 

men- 
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mentioned, and there the Carcafs was found, which 
was now become a Skeleton, and was carried upon a 
Bier to the Audience j the Mandarin rifing from his 
Seat, and confidering the Carcafi, The Crime, fays 
he, is plain. Ouang was going to be put to the Tor- 
ture, when he defired they would only hear hiin for a 
Moment. 

The Skeleton, faid he, fo bare as this is makes it 
appear that the Man was not lately killed ; if I am 
guilty of this Murder, why did my Accufcr put off • 
the Aceufation fo long ? Is it not reafonable to think 
that Hou the Tiger has procured this Skeleton to fix 
the Calumny upon me, and to ftrike me as it were 
with a Thunderbolt ? The Anfwer is pretty good, 
iaid the Mandarin -, but Hou the Tiger immediately 
reply'd. It is true that this is the Body of a Man kil- 
led a Year ago ; the Attachment of a Slave to his Ma- 
iler is a Reftraint difficult to break through in order 
to become his Matter's Accufer •, I Dwn that I have 
connived at it, not being able to come to a Refolu- 
tion to bring a Mailer into trouble that I had an Af- 
feftion for •, I hoped in time he wduld correft his paf- 
lionate and turbulent Difpofition, but as he becomes 
every Day more brutal than other, I was apprehen- 
five he would take fome falfe Step» and drag me with 
him down the Precipice ; this is the reafon that I have 
now informed againll him, and I own I ought to have 
done it fooner : But if there Hill remains any diffi- 
culty with refpeft to my Evidence, let the Neighbours 
be fent for and queftioned about it j there is none of 
them but can tell the Year and Month in which Ouang ^ 
killed a Man ; this is a fure Method to difcover which 
of us two have fpoken the truth. 

The Mandarin faid he was in the right, and or- 
dered Ouang's Neighbours to be fent for •, when they 
came they were asked what they knew of the Murder 
in quellion ? It is true, replied they, that a Year a- 
go, on fuch a Month and Day, Oua^^g violently af- 
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faulted a Dealer in Ginger, he was thought to be 
dead for feme time, but at length he came to himfelf, 
and we know nothing at all of what happened after : 
At this Teftimony of the Neighbours Ouang looked 
. very pale, and afterwards did nothing but comradift 
himfelf. 

There needs no 'more Queftions be asked, faid the 
Mandarin^ you arc convkfted of ;this Murder, but 
you will never confefs it if rigorous Methods are 
not ufed ; at the fame time he ordered him to be ba- 
ftinadoed. 

Immediately two lufty Fellows, belonging to the 
Tribunal, gave a great Shout to Ihew their readineJls 
to execute hi^ Commands, and fcizing the Scholar 
they threw him on the Ground, and laid on with 
all their might twenty ftrokes of the Battoon ; this 
was more than enough, for the poor Scholar, whofe 
Conftitution was tender and delicate, was fo fearful of 
being more cruelly handled, that he made no fcruplc 
of confefling whatever they pleafed. 

The Mandarin having taken down his Examina- 
tion, fpokc thus to the Scholar ; Tho' it is no longer 
a doubt that you deferve to die, yet, as the murder- 
ed Perfon has no Relations that demand Juftice, your 
Execution fhall be delayed for fome time, and per- 
haps ere it be long fome Perfon or other will acknow- 
ledge the deceafed to be his Relation, and then I 
v/ill determine the kind of Punilhment you muft un- 
dergo. 

Ouang was then coiiduded into a Dungeon, and the 
Skeleton buried again in the Place from whence it was 
taken, that it might be delivered to his Relations 
whenever they fhould appear : The Audience ended, 
the Mandarin returned to his Palace, and Hou the Ti- 
ger withdrew well fatisfied with theSuccefs of his Ac- 
cufation, and greatly rejoiced at the Baftinadoe that 
his Mafcer had undergone : The other Slaves belong- 
ing to Quango who were lent to the Audience by the 

Lady 
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Lady his Wife, acquainted htr widi every thing that 
paflcd. 

At this News fhe fainted away, and remained feme 
time in that Condition, infomuch that one would have 
thought her three Souls had left her ; but at length, 
coming a little to herfelf, fhe made the Neighbour- 
hood echo with her Cries and Lamentations, which 
were followed with another fainting Fit more violent 
than the former ; at length, by the Afliftance of her 
Maid* Servants, (he came by little and little to herfelf; 
My dear Husband, cried fhe, but could not utter any 
thing elfc ; her Complaints and Sighs began anew, and 
lafted above two Hours. 

This extraordinary Fit of Grief being over, fhe 
took what Silver fhe could, and another Habit, and 
ordered one of her Slaves to follow her, and another 
t6 go before ; thus fhe crofTed the City, and went to 
the Gate of the common Prifon : When the Hus- 
band and Wife came to the fight of each other they 
were fo greatly fhocked that they had no Power to 
Ipeak. 

At length Ouang regained his Spirits, and with a 
Voice mingled with Sighs, My dear Wtfe^ faid he, 
V;j Hou the Tiger ^ that ill-natured Slave ^ who has cafi 
me into this Abyfs of Misfortunes : The Lady Liecu 
heaped dreadful Imprecations againfl this malicious 
Wretch ; then fhe took the Silver that fhe had brought 
and gave it her Husband ; Take this^ faid fhe, and 
difiribute to the Jailor and your Keepers^ and they will 
treat you with more Mildnefs -, as foon as fhe had done 
this Night obliged them to feparate. 

The Lady Lieou went away overwhelmed with Me- 
lancholy, and her Heart pierced with the mofl lively 
Grief: Ouang did no; forget to bribe the Jailor and 
the Keepers, by which means he was exempted from 
the Whip and Battoon which commonly fall upon 
mofl of the Prifoners ; but he had a great deal to fuf~ 
fcr from a Crowd of Villains among whom he was 
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forced to be, and thro* the Thoughts of ending his 
Days by a Ihameful and cruel Death. 

For fix Months together he led this melancholy Life 
in the obfcurity of a Dungeon, when he was attack- 
ed with a violent Diftemper -, the Phyfician's Art and 
all the Remedies that were given him had no effedt, 
and he found himfelf reduced to the laft Extremity ; 
the very Day that he defpaired of Recovery a Servant 
came to bring him fome afliftance ; as foon as Ouang 
perceived him. Turn back, faid he, as fail as you can, 
and tell your Miftrefs what a condition I am in, and 
let her make all the hafte poffible to fee me that I 
may give her my laft Embrace. 

The Slave had no fooner informed his Miftrels but 
(he fet forward full of Grief, and went to the Prifon, 
where at the fight of this melancholy ftate of her Hus- 
band fhc fhed a Flood of Tears ; then Quango recol- 
lefting his Strength, faid, Alas! my dear Spoufc, 
how wretched is thy unfortunate Husband to bring 
upon himfelf fuch a Train of Miferics, wherewith he 
overwhelms his prudent and virtuous Wife ! my Dif- 
eafe gets ground every moment ; but, my dear and 
amiable Companion, fince I have the Confolation of 
feeing thee I die content ; it is my laft Requeft that 
you will not leave the Treachery of my perfidious 
Slave unpunifh'd. 

The Lady Lxeou withholding her Tears, that fhe 
might not add to her Husband's Grief; Forbear, faid 
Ihe, this kind of Difcourfc, and endeavour to make 
yourfelf eafy, that you may take proper Medicines for 
the Recovery of ycur Health ; hitherto no Perfon 
whatever has profecuted or meddled with this Affair 
for which you languifh in Prifon, and I am rcfolved 
to fell all our Lands, Houfcs, and every thing elfe to 
purchafe your Liberty, and then we may live a long 
while together : As for your unfaithful Slave the Ju- 
ftice of Heaven will overtake him, and you will 
certainly be revenged, therefore fet your Mind intire- 
ly at rtil. Since 
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Since I fee, reply *d Ouangy a Wife fo ready to af- 
lift me, /if Heaven prolongs my Days I Ihall look 
upon it as a precious Gift •, he was going on when 
they obliged the Lady to withdraw, becaufe Night 
approached, v 

It was then fhe gave vent to her Grief which fhe had 
fmother'd in her Bofom ; fhe went to her own Houfe 
all in Tears, and retired to her Apartment, where 
fhe was wholly taken up with the Diflrefs and melan- 
choly Situation of her Husband : Mean while the Ser- 
vants were in a lower Room in the forepart of the 
Houfe, where they were endeavouring to difpel their 
Melancholy, when fuddenly they faw a Man ad- 
vanced in years enter in carrying a Prefent, and ask- . 
ing if the Mafler of the Houfe was at home : When 
they look*d at the Stranger fomewhat earneftly they 
all cried out aloud, AGhoft! AGhoft! and took to 
their heels ; they had recollefted the Dealer in Ginger 
belonging to Hon tcheou^ called Liu\ but he per- 
ceiving them all run away in a Fright, laid hold of 
one by the Arm, Are you mad, faid he ? I'come to 
make your Mafler a Vifit, and you miftake me for an 
Apparition. 

The Lady Lieou^ hearing the Noife that was made, 
came haflily out to fee what was the matter •, the good 
old Man advanced and faluted her in a very obliging 
manner ; Madam, faid he, you have doubtlefs forgot 
the old Man of Hon tcheou^ called Lf«, who dealt in 
Ginger ; 'tis I myfelf, and I fhall always have a grate- 
ful Remembrance of your Husband's Entertainment, 
and the Prefent that he made me of a piece of Stuff; 
when I went from your Houfe I returned to Hou 
tcheouy and for a Year and a half fince I have beeii 
carrying on my little Trade in feveral Places \ I have 
now takeq a trip to your noble City, and brought fe- 
veral Trifles from my own Country, that I take the 
liberty to make you a Prefent of: I cannot compre- 
hend, what could induce your People fo foolifhly to 
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' take me for a Spirit come from the other World : 
One of the Domefticks, who lay fnug in the corner of 
die Hall, began at this to cry out, Madam, take hoed 
what you do, he certainly knows that you are endea- 
vouring to get pur Mailer out of Prifon, and he has, 
afllimed this fantaftick Body to embroil his Affairs and 
complete his Deftruftion . 

The Lady LieoU filenced the Servant, and addref- 
fing her Difcourfc to the Stranger, As far as I can ap- 
prehend, faid (he, from the manner of your fpeaking, 
there is no reafon to believe ypu rofe from the Dead, 
but you are to underftand that my Husband has fuf- 
fer'ed greatly, and is like to fufier more, on your Ac-. 
count. 

•The good Man was in a Conflernation at this Rer 
ply; Alas! is it poffible that I could do the.leaft 
wrong, contrary to my Inclination, to fo worthy a 
Man ? Then the Lady Lieou related the Particulars 
of what the Waterman Tcheou fe had done: He 
brought, laid flie, in his Boat a dead Body overagainft 
pur Door, and produced your Basket and the piece 
of Stuff that we gave you, faying that you had de- 
livered them to him as a Proof that you were killed 
by my Husband ; this v/as, as you mud think, like 
the ftroke of a Thunderbolt to us, but by the aflift- 
ancc of Mony the Waterman was prevailed upon to 
conceal the Murder, and affifted in carrying the Body 
and burying it ; in a Year after Hon the Tiger in- 
form'd agpjril his Mafter at tlie Tribunal ; the Tor- 
ture which they put my Husband to obliged him to 
confefs all, in cOiifcqucnce of which he was caft into 
a Dungeon, where he has languifiied for fix Months. 

At this relation Siu violently beat his Brcaft ; Ah ! 
Madam, faid he, my Heart is iSiztd w'lxh the moft 
lively Grief; is it poffible there fhould be a Man un- 
der Heaven capable of fo black an Aftion? When 
1 left you the laft YcLr I went directly to the Bark 
to crois the River ; the Waterman feeing the piece of 

' Stuff' 
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Stuff in my Hands demanded where I had it : i^ 
who had no Sufpicion of his villainous Defign, in- 
genuoufly told him the whole Affair, that being thrown 
dow^ by your Husband I lay for fome time fenfelefe, 
that feftawards he ento-tained me handfomly^ and 
made me a Prefent of this piece of Stuff; he defined 
me to fell it him, which I did ; and defired likewile 
my Bamboo Basket, which I gave him for my Paflage 
over the River : Could any one h^ve guefs*d he had 
got thefe things of me to tranfaft the moft. horrible 
pkce of Villainy with ? 

My good Friend, reply'd Dame LieoUj before I 
Ipoke to you I could not be certain that the Accuia- 
tion againft my Husband was a Forgery : But whence 
had he the dead Body which was faid to be yours ? 

Liu having confidered a Moment, faid, I now re- 
colled: that while I was in the Boat, and relating my 
Story to the Waterman, I faw a dead Body float near 
the Bank of the River ; I obfcrved that the Water 
came out of the Mouth and Eyes, and made n6 que- / 

ftion but it was a dead Carcafe. Could one have be- 
lieved the Waterman would have form|d fach a Dia- 
bolical Defign ? He is a Mohfter that fills one with 
Horror : But, Madam, there is no time to lofe, ac- 
cept I befeech you of this fmall Prefent, and then we 
will go together and get Audience of the Mandarin ; 
I will convift him of the Calumny, which ought 
to be done as foon as poffible. The Lady Liu took 
the Prefent, and ordered in Dinner for the good old 
Man. 

In the mean while (he drew up a Petition herielf, 
for, belonging to a learned Family, ihe could write 
elegantly ; after which Ihe fent for a Chair and fet our, 
attended by Slaves, and was followed by the old Man 
to the Mandarin's Palace. 

As foon as this Magidrate was feated on his Tribu- 
nal, they both cried out aloud, The Ifinocent is op^ 
preffed with Slafjder ! and at the fame time the Lady 
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, prcfented her Petition : The Mandarin having read it, 
made her draw near, and asked her feveral Qucftions ; 
fhe gave an account of all that had contributed to her 
^ Husband's Difgracc, and ended with faying. That 
* this very Day the Dealer in Ginger being happily ar- 
rived in the City, Ihe came to profecutc the dreadful 
Calumny for which fhe demanded Juftice in the Pe- 
tition. 

The Mandarin, having heard her attentively, made 
Iau draw near in his turn to be examined ; Liu rela- 
ted the beginning and end of <he Difpute in which he 
was hurt by the Fall ; he explained the manner in 
which he was prevailed upon to fell the piece of Stuff, 
and gave intire Satisfaction to all the Queflions that 
were asked him. 

But, faid the Mandarin, has not this Woman pre- 
vailed upon you by Mony to give this Evidence ? 
Lf«, fb-iking his Forehead againft the Ground, im- 
mediately reply'd. Such a Trick is imprafticable ; I 
am a Merchant of Hon tcheou^ and have traded in this 
City for feveral Years ;. I am known by a great num- 
ber of PerfonS| how then can I carry on an Impo- 
fture? If that which they have feigned concerning 
my Death was true, do you think when I was ready 
to die 1 fhould not have ordered the Waterman to 
fetch fome of my Acquaintance to give them a Com- 
mifTion to demand Juftice? Was it likely that I 
fhould give this Charge to a Perfon unknown ? But 
if I had been really dead would none of my Rela- 
tions at Hdu tcheou^ when they found I was a long 
while abfent, come and make an Enquiry after me ? 
. If I had been killed, as has been faid, would not 
they have carried my Accufation to your Tribunal ? 
How then comes it to pafs, thajt for a whole Year to- 
gether no body has appeared, and inftead of one of 
my Relations a Slave iliould take upon him to ac- 
cufe his Mafter ? I return'd to the City but this Day, 
and therefore could be informed no fooner of this hor- 

rid 
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rid Scandal ; in Ihort tho*, I have contributed no- 
thing to the Mifery of this unfortunate Scholar, yet 
as I am in fbme fort the occafion of his Suffering, 
'twas not poflible for me to fee Innocence opprefled 
without^ Emotion, and this is the only Motive that has 
brought me to your Footftool : Give Orders, I befeech 
you, that Inquiry may be made concerning what re- 
lates to me, for nothing can be more eafy. 

Since you are known here by many, reply'd the 
Mandarin, mention fome that I may examine : Liu 
mentioned to the number of ten, whofc Names the 
Mandarin took down, but fixed on the four laft, 
whom he fent for. 

When they entred the Hall of Audience it was ob- 
feryable, that as foon as they perceived the old Man 
Liuy they faid one to another. Ah ! here is our an- 
cient Friend Liu of the City of Hon tcbeou ; he is 
not dead then, as was given out ; the Mandarin or- 
dered them to draw nearer that they might take the* 
better notice of him -, Are our Eyes enchanted ? added 
they; no, 'tis he himfelf ; this is the Dealer in Ginger 
that was faid to have been killed by the Scholar Ouang. 

The Mandarin began to perceive how the Matter 
really was, and determined to take the Examination in 
a judicial manner ; after which he commanded them to 
withdraw, charging them not to fay a Word of what 
had pafTed under fevere Penalties ; upon which they 
promifed to obey him, and left the Audience. 

The Mandarin gave orders to fome of the Officers 
to inform fhemfelves fecretly where the Waterman 
Tcheou fe lived, and to amufe him with falfe hopes 
that he might come diredly to the Tribunal without 
having the leaft Sufpicion of the Bufinefs in hand : 
As for Hou the Tiger, who had given in the Accufa- 
tion, as he had a Perfon bound for him he was eafy 
to be found \ the Order was that they (hould both 
be brought into Court in the Afternoon ; the Officers 
replied, with a Shout, that teftifiedhow readily they 

obeyed. 
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obeyed, and feparatcd immediately to go to different 
Parts of the City. 

In the mean time the Lady Lteou^ who had Orders 
to be there with old hiu at the fame Hoar, went to 
the Prifon, where Ihe informed lier Husban^ of all 
that paffed ; this Relation fo tranfported him with 
Joy that one would have thought the moft fpirituous 
Elfence was poured upon his Head, or the fweeteft 
Dew fallen upon his Heart, and the fame moment his 
Diftemper left him. 

I was chiefly provoked, faid he, at the vile Slave, 
whom I looked upon as a Monftcr, and did not believe 
there was a wickeder Man to be found, but the Vil- 
lainy of the Waterman far exceeds his : Is it pofli- 
ble to carry Wickednefc to fo great an Excefs ? If 
this good old Man had not appeared * himfelf, I 
fliould never have known whether 1 had died for a 
real or a fuppofed Crime 5 but at length the Truth is 
manifeft. 

The Dame Lieou did not fail to be at tfie Audience 
with old Liuy whom fhe had handfomely regaled at 
her own Houfe : They had by cunning prevailed up- 
on Tcheou fe to be there,, who after he had quitted 
his Boat opened a Shop, and was become a Stuff- 
Merchant ; the Officers of the Tribunal had perfuaded 
kim that their Mafter would make a good Purchafe, 
fo that he entered the Hall of Audience with an Air 
of Satisfaftion ; however the Juftice of Heaven was 
on the point of difcovering itfelf 

When he thought Icaft of the matter, and was 
turning his Head here and there in a confident manner, 
he perceived old Liu ; in an inftant, by an Emotion 
in his Mind which he could not commartd, his Ears 
became as red as Blood : Old Liu called to him with a 
loud Voice, Well, Mr. Boatman, how have you done 
fmce the Day that I fold you the piece of Stuff and'the 
Bamboo Basket ? Has the Traffick been lucky ? 

At 
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At thcfe Words Tcbeoa fe hung down his Head and 
IDade no Reply, but his Countenance fuddenly ap-^ 
peared like the Branch of a Tree diat, is withered by 
the Sun : They introduced at the fame time Hon the 
Tiger ; this Wretch, after he had betrayed his Ma- 
fter, did not return back to Ou(m^% Houfe, but 
lodged in another Place as if he had cealcd to be 21, 
Slave, and was coming that Day to the Audience for 
the fake of Divcrfion, and to fee what was doing ; the 
Officers of the Tribunal met him very luckily near the 
Mandarin's Palace, We were looking {at you, faid 
they to him, bocaufe to-day Sentence is to be pafled 
on your Mailer ; the Relations of the murdered Per- 
fpn profccute the Caufe, and there is no body wanting 
but you, who are the Informer, to condemn him to 
the Puniihment his Crime deferves. 

Hou the Tiger, tranlported with Joy, followed 
the Officers and kneeled down at the Foot of the Tri- 
bunal ; when the Mandarin faw him, Doft thou know 
that Man ? laid he, pointing to old L\u with his Fin- 
ger 5 Hm the Tiger, after he had beheld him a little 
earneftly, was immediately in fuch Confiifion and Afto- 
niihmcnt that he could not ipeak a Word. 
. The Mandarin, perceiving the Embaraflment and 
Concern of thefc two Villains, took about a moment 
for Confideration, then holding his Hand towards 
Hou the Tiger, Thou Dog of a Slave, faid he to 
him, what has thy Matter done to thee that thou 
ihould'ft contrive his Ruin with the Waterman, and 
invent fo black a Calumny ? 

Nothing is more true, reply'd the Slave, than my 
Mafter has killed a Man, nor was it a Story of my In- 
vention. How, faid the Mandarin, arc you fo obfti- 
nate as to continue in this Fallhood ? Let the Wretch 
be taken and put to the Torture till he owns his 
Crime ; Hou the Tiger, in the midft of his Torment, 
cried out as loud as he could, Alas ! Sir, if you re- 
proach me for conceiving a mortal Hatred againft 

my 
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my Matter, and becoming his Accufer, I plead guil- 
ty i but if I am killed I will never own that- 1 |iave 
confpired with any Perfon whatfoever to invent what 
is called a Slander : Yes, my Mafter having one Day 
a Difpute with Uu^ ftruck him fo hard that he fell 
down fcnfelefs ; immediately they gave him fomething 
to drink, and he came to himfelf, then they regaled 
him, and made him a Prefent of a piece of StufF j. 
Uu went from thence to crofs the River, and the fclf- 
fame Night, about the fecond Watch, the Boatman 
Tcbeou fe brought a dead Body in his Boat as far as 
our Door, and to make it evident that it was Liu 
he fhewed the piece of Stuff and the Bamboo Basket, 
and there was not one of our Domefticks but what 
took it for Fad ; the Mony and the Jewels, which 
my Mafter gave the Waterman, ftapt his Mouth, and 
he promifed to conceal the Murder; I was one of 
thofe who helped to bury the Corpfe, and afterwards 
my Mafter uling me ill I refolved to revenge myfelf, 
and accufed him at this Tribunal : As for this Man 
that died I fwear I have not the leaft knowledge of 
him, nay, if I had not feen old Liu here, I fhould 
never have thought my Ma(ler was falfely accufed in 
having this Murder laid to his charge : It is no way iji 
my Powfcr to tell what Body it was, or whence it 
came ; none but the Waterman can give an account 
of it. 

This Examination being taken by the Mandarin, 
he made Tcbeoufe draw near to be interrogated in his 
turn ; this Man made various Pretences to difguife his 
Crime, but Liu^ who was prefent, immediately difco- 
vered his Knavery, and the Mandarin put him to the 
Torture, which quickly made him confefs the truth. 

I declare, fays he, that the laft Year, in fuch a 
Month and on fuch a Day, Liu came to me for a Paf- 
fage in my Boat, holding in his hand a piece of StufFi ' 
I accidentally asked him who had made him that 
Prefent, upon which he related the whole Story, and 

at 
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at the fame time there appearing a dead Body near the 
Bank, which was thrown there by the Current, it came 
into my Head to make ufe of it to deceive Ouang ; 
this made me purchafe the piece of Stuff and the -S^w- 
boo Basket, and as foon as Liu was landed I took the 
Corpfe out of the Water, put it into my Boat, and 
ro\¥ed to Ouang's Door ; contrary to all appearance 
he believed what I faid concerning Liu^s Death, and 
gave me a good Sum not to divulge it, and I went 
with fome of his Servants to bury the Body, who took 
it for the Corpfe of old Liu : There is nothing but ^ 
what Is true in this Confeffion that I have made, and 
I am ready to' fuffer any thing if the leaft Particular is 
falfe: All this, faid the Mandarin, agrees with what 
I know already, but there is one Article feems very 
dark ; is it poffible that at that very inftant a dead 
Body ftiould be found near the Bank ? Befides is it cre- 
dible that this Corpfe ftiould rcfemble old Liu ? with- 
out doubt thou haft killed this Man in fome other 
Place, and thy Defign was to make Ouang pafs for the 
Author of the Murder. Ah! Sir, critd Tch^ou fe^ if , 
I had any thoughts of killing any body could not I 
have killed Liu fooncr than another Perfon, fince he 
was alone with me in the Boat in a dark Night ? What 
I have faid is true, feeing a Body float in the Water 
I thought it would be eafy to make ufe of it to deceive 
Quango for* which reafon I purchafed the Stuff and Bas- 
ket of Liu ; but that which perfuadcd me ,moft that 
I fhould fucceed was, that I knew Ouang to be a fear- 
ful and credulous Man, and I knew likewife that he had 
never feen Liu but this once, and that when it was 
Night and by the Light of a Lamp ; I procured the 
piece of Stuff and the Bamhoo-li2iS\itty that they might 
immediately bring to his mind the Dealer in Ginger : 
Thefe were the Rcafbns that made me think the Trick 
would fucceed, and that he would fall into the Snare 
that I had laid for him : As for the dead Body I 
fwear that I know nothing of it, and I make no doubt 

but 
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but the Perfon fell accidentally into the River and was 
drowned, tho' I can iary nottung certain as to this 
point. 

Then old Lw, falling toon his Knees, jfaid^thiis : It 
is certainly true that when i pafled by the River m his 
Boat, there appeared a dead Body floating in the Wa* 
ter ; upon which the Mandarin gave credit to what he. 
feid, and committed all thefe Depofitiom to Writing. 

Tcbeoufe falling into Tears, cried out. Take pity. 
Sir, on this poor Wretch who lies at your Feet, tor I 
I had no other Dcfign by this Artifice than to get a lit- 

tle Mony, without thinking of any further harm 5 
therefore mitigate the Punilhment I befeech you. 

The Mandarin rarfing his Voice, How, audacious 
Wretch ! laid he, canft thou expe6t Favour when thy 
Paffion for another Perfon's Wealth has broi^ht him 
within a Hair's breadth of his Deftruftion ? this De- 
figh was laid too deep to be the firft Trial of your SkiD, 
'tis not unlikely that many others may have periflied 
by fuch-like Contrivances ; it is my Duty to free the 
City from fo dangerous a Plague. 

As for Hou the Tiger, that unnatural Slave, who 
forgetting the Benefits he received from his Matter, 
has contrived his DeftruAion, he deferves to be fe- 
verely punifhed ; at the fame time he ordered the Exe- 
cutioners to take the two Villains, and laying them on 
the Ground, to give Hou the Tiger forty blows with 
the Battoon, and to baftinadoe Tcheou fe till he expired , 
under the Blows. 

They did not know that Hou the Tiger had juft got 
over a dangerous Difeafe, and confcquently was not in 
a condition to undergo the Punifliment ; but the Ju- 
ft ice of Heaven would no longer fuffer this treacherous 
Slave, for he expired on the Pavement before he had 
received his number of Blows ; "Tcheou fe did not die 
, till he had received fevcnty. 

This done the Mandarin fcnt for Ou&ng out of Pri- 
fon, and in full Audience declared him innocent ; be- 
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fides he ordered all the Cloth that was in Tcbeou f^% 
Shop, and had been bought with Quangos Mony, to 
be delivered to him ; the whole Stock amounted to 
about a hundred Taels, 

According to the courfe of Juftice, faid the Man- 
darin, this ought, to be confifcated, but as Ouang is a* 
Scholar that has greatly fufFercd 1 compafliQnate the 
miferable condition to which he has been reduced ; IcC 
every thing that is* found at the Thiefs Houfe be re- 
turned to him that it was extorted from ; this was an 
A61 of Goodncfs in the Mandarin. 

They went, according to Order, and took up the 
dead Body in which they obfcrved that his Nails were 
ftill full of Sand, which was a Proof that he fell into 
the River off the Bank, and was drowned endeavour- 
ing to get up it igain •, as none of his Relations Iai(J 
claim- to him the Mandarin ordered the Officers to 
lay him in the common Burying-place of the Poor. 

Ouang and his Wife, together with old Uu^ after 
returning their humble Thanks to the Mandarin, re- 
turned to their Houfe, where they carefled the good 
old Man who had taken fo much pains to difprove the 
Calumny, and fhewed hin) all the Kindnefs that could 
be expefted from the fincereft Gratitude. 
' From this time forward. Ouang learnt to moderate 
the Heat of his Temper, and to reftrain his natural 
Impetuofity ; if he met a poor Man who asked an 
Alms, or defired any Service, he received him with 
an Air of Affability, and Ihew'd his readinefs to affift 
him ; in fhort he came to a Refolution to labour in 
good earneft to attain his Degrees, and to obliterate 
the remembrance of this fatal Accident •, he applied 
himfdf conftantly tq his Books, had little Commerce 
with the World, and lived in this manner for the fpace 
of ten Ye'ai-s, after which he was faifed to the Degree 
of Doftor. 

There is a great deal of reafon to fay. That Magi- 
ftrates and Officers of Juftice are obliged to regard 

the 
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the Life of a Man more than that of a contemptible 
Plant, and that they are highly culpable when they are 
as carelefs in examining a Procefs as if they aflifted ac 
. the Difputes of a Company of Children that are at 
play : Nothing ought to be done precipitately -, as for 
example in the Caufe of Quango the main point was to 
penetrate into the Fetches and Artifices of the Water- 
man ; if the Dealer in Ginger had not happily arrived 
at Ouen icheou, and if thro' too much Precipitation 
they had not waited for his Arrival, the Slave who had 
accufed his Maftcr would not have thought he had 
flandercd him ; the Wife would not have imagined 
her Husband had been innocent of the Murder, and 
the accufed Perfon himfelf would not have known he 
had been unjuftly opprefled i much leis could the 
Judge have had the leaft Knowledge of the matter, ' 
for it was iropoIBble for him to penetrate into things 
concealed with fo great care : Let benevolent Magi- 
ftrates, as they ought, have the fame Companion for 
the People as the Father has of his Children, and they 
may learn from this Story both in what manner they 
ought to conduit themfclves, and what Faults they 
fhould avoid. 
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ADVERTISEMENT- 

AF'J'E R what I have /aid eljkvberej ^bat PJ^ 
are always an EnUrtHmnent at the gnat Fea/u 
^iven by the Chincfe Mandarins and other ^reat Perfins^ 
no daukt there wiil be an £xpe^atian of feeing a Pra^ 
'd^Mion of this khtdj by which one may j^dge of tbar 
Ta/te for Theatrical Perfortmimitsi and it fmunattfy 
iappm fbat I am abk tofa^fy the Curiojity ^f tb)t Rea^ 
der in this point. 

There isfaUen into fny Hands a Chinefe Tragedy ^x^ 
^ly trmfiated iy P. dc Premare 5 fhe three Unities of 
Time^ Place and AlHmi are not to be expeSed^ mryd 
ibe (^1^ Rules obferved by us to giv^ regularity 'to. Wbrh 
of this fort : 'Tis not abofue an Jigefince Dratnatick Pge^ 
^ry amongft us has been brought to the Perfe&ion it is in 
iU prefent^ and it is well known in mere diftMnt Times t^ 
iave been very rude and unpotijb'd. 
: Thertftre "weun^k not to befuYprifed ^ the Rules of 
wr jyrama are unknown io the Chmefe, who hatxe aU 
ttutys tpoed a$ it were in a World by themfehes : Thecbidf 
Jhfignin fhtir Plays has been to pleafe their Countrymen^ 
to move their Pajftons^ and to infpire them with the Love 
^ t^trtue^ and a Detefiatiofi of Vice : If they fucceed in 
this it is fuffident for tbem^ aird it is enough for fne to 
ff^e a Specimen of their Tafie in Jf^orks cf this kind^ tbo^ 
never fo much differing fr^m our^ own. 

TUs Tragedy is taken from a Book intitled Yuen girt 
pe tch<Mig ; it is a Colleilion of a hundred rf the befl Plays 
that were ctmpofed under the Dynafty ixf Yuen, ^nd con-* 
tfiins forty Volumes diftributed into four Tao^ 

3«R5 Pieoe is intitled Tcfaao chi cou ell, that is The 
Iktk Orphan of the Houfc of Tcbao s it is the eighty^ 
fifth ef ^ CoUeSionj and is at the beginning of the 
tMrty-fiftb Volume, 

The Chincfe, fays P, dc Premare, make no diflinStion 
between Tragedies and Comedies^ and I have only called 
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this a Tragedy on account of the Tragical Incidents ; tbefe 
kind of JVorks differ very little from Ghincfe Novels ^ un^ 
lefs with refpcEl to the introducing of Perfons who fpeak 
on a Theatre ; whereas in a Novel 'tis the Author that 
relates their Difcourfes and Adventures. 

In the printed Books they feldcm fet down the Name'df 
the Perfon who f peaks ^ becaufe^ as you willfind^ be at- 
' ways tells the Spectators who be is himfelf and begins with 
telling his Name^ and the Part he is to aEl in the Play. - 
A Company of Comedians is compofed of eight or nine 
A5tors^ who have each their proper Parts allotted^ not un^ 
like a Set of Strollers : The fame Comedian fometimes alls 
feveral different Parts^ otberwife the Company would be 
too numerous : In the following Tragedy there are but five 
ASlors^ tho* there are near a dozen Parts j if we reckon 
the Guards and Soldiers that fpeak. 

The Chinefe Tragedies are intermixed with Songs ^ which 
ere often interrupted by the recital of two or three Phrafes 
fpoken in the ufual manner ; itfeems very odd to us that 
an ASlor fhould fall a ftnging in the middle of a Dialogue ; 
but it muft be remembred that^ among the Chinefe, the 
Singing is to exprefs fome great Emotion of the Sculj fucb 
as Joy J Griefs Anger ^ or Defpair ; for injiance aMan^ 
who has conceived Indignation againft a Villain, Jings ; 
another, who animates ^ntfelf to Revenge, ftngs ; another ^ 
who is ready to lay violent Hands upon himfelf, likewife ftngs. 

There are Plays the Songs of which are difficult to be un^ 
derjlood, becaufe they are full of Alluftons to things unknown 
to us, and Figures of Speech very difficult for us to obferve. 

The Number of Airs belonging to the Songs of the Chi- 
nefe Tragedies are but few, and in the Impreffion they 
mention the Air at the head of each Song : The Songs are 
printed in large CharaSers to diftingui^ them from com- 
mon Speech : The Tragedies are divided into feveral Parts, 
which we may call A£is ; the firji refembles a Prologue or 
Introduction ; the A£ls are called Tchc, which may bedi^ 
vided into Scenes by the Entrance and Exits oftheA3ors, 
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rOU N GJ.N cou, alone. 

3 M A N fcldom molefts a Tiger, and yet 
I a Tiger is always milchievous to a Man, 
■ If we do not fatlsfy ourfelves, when oc- 
! cafion offers, we are fure to repent. I am 
' Tou vgan couj Prime Minifter of War in 
the Kingdom of Tfin: The King Ling cong, my 
Mafter, had two Servants in whom he placed imire 
Confidence ; the Bulinefs of the one was to rule the 
People, and was called 1'chao tun ; the other was to 
, govern the Army that's myfclf: Our Employ- 
ments have fct us at Enmity, and I have always been 
dclirous of deftroying Tcbaoj but have not been able 
to compafs my Defign. Tcbao fo his Son has mar- 
ried the King's Daughter -, I hired a Ruffian to take 
a Dagger, get over the Walls of Tcbao tuf^s Palace, 
O 3 and 
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and kill him ; but die Wretx:^^ attempting to ett« 
cute my Orders, beat his Head againit a Tree and 
died upon the Spot : One Day ^cbao tun went out 
to animate the Husbandmen^ in their Labour, and 
found under a Mulberry-trcc a Man half dead with 
Famine ; he gave him V idhials and Drink as long as 
he would, and faved his Life : About this time a 
wefiern King made his Majcfty a Prcfent of a great 
Dog, called ^cbin ngao^ who gave him to me ; him 
I trained up to deftroy my Rival in the following 
manner : I ihut up the Dog in a By-Room, and or- 
dered him to be kept from eating four or five Days ; 
at the bottom of my Garden I had placed, a Maa of 
Straw dreffed like ichao^ and of the fame fize, in the 
Belly of which were put the Entrails of a. Sheep ;. I 
fliew'd him the Entrails, and let him go, when he 
loon tore in piece* the M^n of Stnew,. and devour^ 
the Contents : After this he was fhut up clofe again, kept 
from eating, and brought back to the lame Place ; as 
foon as^e perceived the Man of Straw he fell a barking, 
I then let him go when he fell upon the Image, tore 
out the Entrails, and devoured them as before : This 
Exercife lafted^ a hundred Days„ at the end of which 
I went to Court, and laid publickly to the King, 
Prince, here is a Traitor who has a Defign upon youf 
Life ; the Kong earneftly demanded who the Traitor 
was ; I rejdyM, The Do^ your Majefty gave me can 
diftinguifli hifti \ the King feemed pleas'd with it : 
Formerly, laid he^ in the Reigns of Too and Chun 
there was. a Sheep that could difcover a Criminal by 
inftindl,. and am I fo. happy as to fee fomething like 
it in my Reign ; where is this wonderful Dog ? I 
fent for him to the King, and at the fame moment * 
Tchao tun was near the King in his ufual Drefs ; as 
loon as Chin ngao faw hihi he fell a barking •, the King 
ordered me to let him loofe, laying, Surely Tchao tun 
mull be the Traitor ; upon which I let him go, and 
he purfued ^chao tun^ who ran as fall as he could 

thro* 
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tinf the Royal Apaitoionts^ bnc bj unisibrtune nty 
^og diipleafed a Mandarin of War, who killed idtn ; 
Tdbod tuM ran oot of tbe Palaoe widi a dcQgn to get 
iiato his Chariot aiad four Horfb, but I had taken 
care to fencl away two of them, ahti bfoke one of the 
Wheels, fo that it was not fit to be ufed ; but there 
appeared a bold abk Fellow, who with his Shoul- 
der fupported the Chariot, and drove the Horfes with 
his Hand, and fo condu&ed it through a Pailage be- 
tween the Mountains and favcd the Life of fchao tun : 
Who was this Fellow ? why the very fame that Tchao 
tun had brought back from the Gates of Death: As 
for myfclf I Uaid with the King^ and told him what 
I was going to do for his Service, and upon the ipot 
I caufed all the Family and Domefticks of Tchao tuti 
to be maflacred to the number of three hundred ; 
there only remains Tcbao fi^ with the Princefs hisf 
Wife* he is the King's Son-in-law, and it will > not 
be proper toput him publickly to Death ; however 
to hinder a Plant from growing' again it is necei^ry 
to deftroy eVen the fmalldt Root *, I have counterfeit- 
ed the Kin^s Order, and have fent to Tchao fo^ as 
from him, three things, a Cord, a poifonous Draught, 
and a Dagger, with Orders to chufe one ; my Com- 
hiands will be executed, and I wait for an Anfwer. 

[ Emt. 
SCENE 11. 

tCHAO SO^ and the FklT^CtSS his JVifc. 

TC HAO S O. 

I am Tchad fo^ and 1 have fuch a Mandrinate * 
Who would have thought that Tok ngan-^ouy urged 
fcy Jealouly,' which always divides the Mandarins of 
the Army and the Mandarins of Letters, fhould de- 
ceive the King, and caufe him to put to death our 
whole Family to the number of three hundred Per- 
fons : . Princefs, hearken to the laft Words of your 
^poufe 5 I know you are with Chikl, and if it hap- 

O4 peni 
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peils to be a Daughter I have nothing to (ay ; but if 
It fliould be a Boy PU give him a Name before he 
is born, and would have him called The Orphan of 
^cbao ; bring him up carefully that he may one Day 
revenge his Relations. 

TJ^ P R I N C E S S. 
Alas ! you overwhelm me with Grief. 

^« E N YOY from /A/ K I N G enters^ and/ays^ 

I bring from his Majefty a Cord, Poifbn, and a 
Dagger, and I have Orders to make thefe Prefent;^ to 
his Son-in-law ; he may chufc which of the three he 
pleafes, and after his Death I muft fhut up the Prin- 
cefs his Wife, and turn her Palace into a Prifon ; the 
Order imports that there ihould not be a Moment's 
delay: [^Perceiving the PrincCj be fays'] Tcbaofo^ kneel 
down, fnd hear the King's Order, [He reads'] Be- 
caufc your Family isguilty of High-Treafon all that 
belong to it have been executed befides yourfelf ; but 
remembring that you are my Son-in-law I was not 
willing to put you publickly to death ; I have there- 
fore fent you three Prcfents, commanding you to chufe 
one. [Tbe Mejfenger continues^ and fays] The Order 
dire&s alfo that your Wife Ihould be ftiut up in the 
Palace, with ftridt Prohibition not to let her go out, 
with dcfign that the Name of I'chao may be quite 
extinA ; the King's Order admits of no delay, there, 
fore Tcbaofo make hafte, and put yourfelf to death. 

T C HAO SO. 

Ala^ ! Princefs, what is to be done in this Misfor- 
. tune ? [He ftngs^ bewailing bis Lot. 

The ?Kl NC ESS. 

Heaven! take pity on us, our whole Family 
have been maflacred, and thefe unfortunate Wretches 
lie unburied. 

T C HAO S O, finging, 

1 ihall have no Grave no more than they : Prin- 
cefs, remember what I required you to do. 

The 
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t:^^ p R I N c E s s. 

1 fhall never forget it. 

[Tc H Ao s o repeats to the Princefs^ fi^g^^y '^^ /«?/? -Ad- 
vice that he gave her^ and kills himfelf with the 
Dagger. 

7)^/ P R I N C E S S. 
Alas ! my Spoufe ; this Sight will kill me with 
Grief. 

The MESSENGER. 
Vtchaofo has ftabbcd himfelf, and is dead, and Jiis 
Wife is imprifoned in her own Houfe, I muft there- 
fore go and give ^n Account of my Commiflion. 

\Then he repeats two or three Verfes. 

Tie End of (be P rolo g u e. 




THE FIRST PART. 

SCENE I. 

TOU NGAN COU, and Attendants: 

T FE AR that if the Wife of rcbaofo fliould bring 
her Son into the World, when he is grown up - he 
will become a formidable Enemy, for which reafon I 
keep her fhut up in the Palace as in a Prifon. It is 
almoft Night, 1 wonder why the Meflenger ftays fo 
long ; I cannot fee him coming back. 

. Enter a SOLDIER. 
The Princefs is brought to bed of a Son, called T^ 
Orphan of the Family of Tchao. 

TOU N GJ N CO U. 
Is this true? What! can this little Imp be called 7J<f 
Orphan of the Family of Tchao ? I will let him live a 
Month, for I fhall have opportunity enough to make 
away with the litde Orphan j V\\ fend Orders to Han 
km that he may guard the Entrance of the Palace 

where 
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where 7'cbao foh Lady lives, that he may examine 
carefully every thing that is brought out ; and if any 
one is fo daring as to conceal the Infant, 1 will dc- 
ftroy him and all his Generation : ^This Order fhall 
be fet up every where,' 4nd the mfiwior Mandarins 
fhall have notice, that if any one afts contrary to it 
he fhall be deemed guilty of the fame Crime. 

SCENE il. 
S:be PRINCESS, holding her Son- in her Arms. 

It feems as tho' the Misfortunes of all Mankind 
were in league to affiidt me : I am Daughter to the 
King of %ftn ; the Tray tor 'Tou ngan c$u has deffiroyed 
all my Family, except this poor Orphan I have in 
my Arms : I remember that my Husband, ^ft before 
his Death, fpoke thefe Words: My Princefei* faid 
he, if you have a Son call hhn The Orpbafi of the 
Houfe €f Tchao, and take great care of him, that 
when he comes to Age he may revenge his Family ; 
but alas ! how ihall I convey him out of this Prifon ? 
There comes a Thought into my Head i I have now 
no Relation but Tcbing yng^ he is of my Hiisband's' 
Family, and, happily for him, his Name was not in 
the Lift i when he comes V\\ truft him with the Secret,' 

SCENE III. 

ACHING TNG, wUb bis Cbeft cf Medicim. 

1 am called Tcbtng yng^ and am a Phyfician by Pro- 
feflion ; I lerv*d the King*s Son-in-law, and he had 
a Kindnefs for me that he had not for any other ; but 
alas ! this Villain, Thu ngan coUy has deftroyed all the 
Family of Tebao^ tho' I was fo fortunate as not to be 
in the Lift : The Princefs is at prefent in her own 
Houfe, and I carry her Provifions every Day ; I know' 
that Ihe has called her Son ^be Orphan of the Fmily 
tf Tchao, and defigns to bring him up, hoping that 
he will one Day rcvcngq Ae Dotth of his Father, and 

the 
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the whole Family:^ but I am much afraid that he will 
hardly cfcapc the Talons^ of Ac cruel Toti ngcm eoui 
tt is laid the poor Princefs wants me tagtve Ircr Plr^- 
fick undoubtedly after her Lymg-in ; f muft make 
hafte, I am now at the Door ; I hare ix> oceafion to 
fend word, but will go in dircftly. 

S C E N E IV. 
TCHING TNG,, the PRINCESS. 

Madam, I underftand you have fcnt for mc; what 
would you be pkafcd to have with me ? 

Ty^r P R I N C E & & 

Alasf how has our Family beeH deftroycdl in a 
cruel manner ! Tching yng I have fent for you, and 
rfre rcalbn is this ; I am brought to bed of a Son, and 
his Father, juflr before his Death, gave him Ae Name 
cf 7^ Orphan- of Tchao : Peking yf^ you arc ©ne of 
our People^ and have always Been welt ulfed : Is there 
no Method of conveying away nsy Soft dtat he tasty 
one Day revenge his Family? 

r CITING TNG. 

Madam, I fe plainfy you dbn^ yet know all ; the 

Traytor, fou r^an rw, kncfwing that yeu have a 

Son has- put up AdisertifBmencs at ail the Gaces^ 

That if any one offers t© conceal- the Kttle QrphaA 

he and all his. Family (hall be put to death ^ after 

this who dares receive him, or convey him out of the 

Palacef 

ri&^ P R I N C E S S. 

Tcbing yng^ it iis a common Saying, ^at a Perfon 
ivbo wants JpeeJy help thinks of his Relations y and when 
he is in danger trufts to his ancient Friends ; if you five 
my Son our Family will have an Heir : [She kneeli 
down."] Tchingyng.^ take pity On me, the. three hun- 
dred Perfons that ^ou ngan cou has mafl^cred are conr 

taincd in this Orphan. 

TCHING 
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TCHINGrNG. 

Madam, rife I beleech you ; if I hide my little 

Maftcr, and the Tray tor comes to know it, he'll ask 

where is your Son ? and you will fay I have given 

Jiim to "Tcbing yng^ and then both myiclf and Family 

will be put to death, and your Son will fharc the fame 

Fafc. 

. The PR LN CESS. 

Banilh all Fear, and make hafte away ; liftcn to 
what I fay, ahd behold my Tears -, his Father died 
by a Dagger, [She takes her Girdle.'] the thing is de- 
termined, die Mother will follow him. 

T C H I N G TNG. 

I did not think that the Princefs would have hanged 
herielf as I fee fhe has done ; *tis not fafe for me to 
'ftay here a moment, PU open my Cheft of Medicines, 
put the little Prince in it, and cover him with Bundles 
of Phyfical Herbs. O Heaven ! take compaffion on 
us; all the Family of Tcbao has perifhed by the 
Sword, and none but this poor Orphan is left ; if I 
can fave him I fhall be very happy, and fhall do a 
great piece of Service ; but if I am difcovered I 
ihall be put to death, and all that belongs to tnc : Oh 
Tching yng ! confider a little, if this Orphan is faved 
he muft be taken out of the Hands of Tou ngan cou^ 
and to hope for this is to hope to get free from the 
Nets of Heaven and Earth. 

SCENE V. 

HAN K U E^y attended with Soldiers. 

,. I am Han kouiy General under fou ngan cou^ he has 
ordered me to guard the Palace of Tchao fo^s Widow; 
but why guard it ? becaufe the Princefs has had a Son ; 
it fcems he is afraid that they fhould carry off the In- 
fant, fo has ordered me to keep ftridt guard, and if 
^ any one takes him away he and all his Family will 

be made fhorter by the Head. Well, "Tou ngan cou^ 
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Ihall it be laid that you may kill at your plcafurc the 
King's bcft Subjedbs, and thbfeof the greateft Merit ? 
{.Hejings.] The two Families of J'ou and Tcbao nou- 
rish an Enmity which will not foon be extinguifhed. 

'Hejings.] O Tou ngan cou^ how odious arc thou! 

' He ftill fings^ and threatens Tou ngan^cou with the 
Punijhments of Heaven. ] I command you to keep 
ftrid: Watch, and if anyone comes out of the Palace 
give me immediate notice. [To the Soldiers. 

SCENE VL . 

TCHING TNG, HAN ROUP, and Soldiers. 

HAN K O V E\ 
Seize this Man that carrieis a Phyficlan^s Chcft. —1 

"Who are you ? 

TCHING TNG. 

I am a poor Phyfician CdlhdTching yng^.^ 

HA N KOU E\ 

Whence come you ? Whither do you go ? = 

; t C HJNG TNG. 

1 come from the Princefs to whom I have been 

giving Phyfick, 

HAN KOUE\ ■ 

What Phyfick have you given her? 

' TCHING TNG. 

That which is proper for Childbcd-Womcn. 

HAN KO U E\ 

What is it then that you carry in your Chcft ? 

TC HJNG TNG. 

Tis full of Medicines. 

HAN KOU E\ 

What Medicines ? 

TCHING TNG. 

Such as is ufually taken. 

HAN KO TJ E\ 

Is there nothing elfe ? % 

TCHlkQ 
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T C H I N'G TNG. 
No» nothing die in tiie World. 

HAN KOVE^. 
If what yoQ fay is true you may be gone about 
your Bufinefi, {^He goes away^ and Han koue vallt 
bimhack.'] ^clmg yng, Tcbi^yng^ come back and 
tell me what is in your CbefL 

TCHING rN€. 
Medicmcs. 

HJN K O V E\ 
Is there nothing elfe belides ? 

TG H I N G TNG. 

INTothing at all. 

HA N KOV E\ 

Go your ways then. \He goes mvay^ Han koue r^ 
falls him, be returnsr'] You certainly conceal fome-* 
thing or other, for when I fey Be gone you ftcm to 
fly ; and when I fay Come back you feem fcarce afcle 
to walk : D Tcbing yng^ do you think I don't know 
you? [He ftfigs.'i ipu are of the Family of Tebdo^ 
and I am linder Tou ngan cou : I am fure you have 
got the ypung Child in that Cheft, wJio is not yet 
a Month old : O Ticking yng take notice of what I 
lay. [Hejings.'] how can you get out of the Tiger's 
I)en ? Am not I the next General to Tou ffgan eeu ? 
Do you think 1 will let you go without asking any 
Queftio^ ? O f'chh^yffg^ I know you h^vp grea| 
Obligations to the Family of Tcbao. ' 

TC H I NG TNG. 
I own it, I know them, 4nd will endeavour to re- 
pay them. 

HAN 1( OU E' fings.^ 
You lay you will repay ^hc Favours you have re-: 
ccived, but I am afiaid you cannot fave yourfclf. [He 
fends the Soldiers away.] Withdraw » if | fall you^ 
. come ; if I don't call you, don't come, 

, SOLDIERS. 

Wc will do as you fay. 

fi4N 
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HA N K O V E' opens ike Cheft. 

O Aching jngy you faid there was nothing here but 
JMedicincs, and fee here is a little JMan. 

[Tching yng /fl'//^ i^on his Knees in confujion \ Han kouc 
Jings over the Infant that baf^m4> 

TCHING ITNG. 
My Lord, I bcfeech you be no^angry, but permit 
»e to teM you how things have happened : Tchao Htn 
was one <» the King^s moft faithiul Subjcfts, Tcu 
fjgan cou was jealous of him, and would have killed 
him by a Dog ', Tdba^ tun made his Efcapc, and got 
out of the Palace ; his Chariot could not get along, 
but the hHrave Lmg eke, remembring the Favours he 
had received, carried him into the Mountains, where 
it is not known what is become of him •, the King ' 

believed the Calumnies of fott ngan cou \ the Son of 
Ifeha^ hin had Orders to kill himfelf, the Princefs 
was confined to her Palace, where (he had a Son Ihe 
called TbeOrfb^n, the Mother and Child were with- 
out any Afliftance ; the Princefs trofted mc with her 
Son ; you have found hin^, my Lord, and I hope 
yott won't blatns me ; you tzBsntit defire to de^y 
this young Branch, and extingiiifii the Family witkoat. 



HA N KOV E\ 
^ehiiiQ jfMg^ you ibe that if I wa» &> carry this 
Cluld to k% Enemy X there aire no^ Riches or Hoooun 
^ I 'mi^t W^ &m ; \m (^ kmi has too^ nsiidK 
InUgrity «D^ comskHt fa bafe an A(%ioa [BtJl^g:s.} 
If Tcm ^0meoH wa&tofee dfusCkikl -^-^O fcbitgjpt^^ 
yiis^ up the dear Ocphan i if Tm t^f» (ou asl^ wkenr 
he is 1*11 anfwer for you, 

TCHING TNG. 
How great are my Oblj^sons ! 

[He wraps up the Infant y goes his way, returns back and 
kneels down. 
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\HJN K ou E\ 
Tcbingyng^ when I required you tP go. it was not 
to deceive you, therefore make the bell of your way, 

TCHINGrNG. 

Sir, a thoufand Thanks. 

[iif goes his njUijy, and returns back again. 
HA N KOV E\ 
Aching yng^ why do you return fo often ? [Heftngs. J 
you are afraid I fhould deceive you : O Aching yng f 
if you have not Courage to expofe your Life, what 
obliges you to fave the Orphan againft your Incli- 
nations ? Learn that a faithful Subjed is not afraid to 
die, and he who is afraid to die is not a faithful 

3ubjcd, 

TC H I N G TNG. 

Sir, if I go out of the Palace they'll fend after me, 
ajnd I Ihall be taken, and this poor Orphan will be 
put to death ; be it as it will — go. Sir, receive the 
Reward ; all that I wifli is to die with Ibe Orphan of 
the Family of Tchao. 

HAN K O U E\ 

You may eafily fave yourfelf and the Orphan, but 
you are afraid to credit what I fay. 

\HeJings to exprefs his laji Thoughts^ and kills himfilf^ 

TC H I N G TNG. 

Alas ! what do I fee ? — - Han kaui has laid violent 
Hands on himfelf ; if one of the Soldiers fliould give 
notice of it to Tou ngan couy what will become of 
me and the Infant? Wc will be gone as faft as pof- 
fible, and make the beft of our way to the Village 
^m pingy and there we will confider of proper Mca- 
furcs. 
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SCENE t 
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I 



rOU NGAN COU, attended with Soldiers 

F we would have our Affairs te attended with Suc^ 
cefs we muft not be in too great a hurry : When 
I was informed that the Princefs had a Son called Thd 
Orphan of Tchao, I fent Han koui to guard all th6 
Avenues of the Palace, and publifli'd an Order that 
if any one fhould carry off, or conceal the Orphan, hd 
tod all his Family fhould be deftroy^d. — Sure thisi 
little Cdb can't fly away : I have had News of him 
lately which nukes nie unefafy. 

Enter « S O L D I E R. 

My Lord, I have very bad News to acqtoirit you 

with. 

TOUNGJNCOUi 

From whence ? 

S O L D I E R. 

The Princefs has hang'd herfelf in her (Sirdlei and 
Han hue has ftab*d himfelf with a Dagger^ 

T qUNGA N C O U, 

Han koui killed himfelf! — the Ophan is certainly 
carried off then ! — What dreadful News ! — WhaC 
is to be done ? — ^ 1* he beft way will be to counter- 
feit the King's Order, and command all the Ghildren 
under fix Months old to be brought to my Palace, 
and there 1 will put them to death with three Stabs of* 
my Dagger 5 the Orphan will certainly be among 
them, and then I Ihall be fure he is deftroyed. > 
Here, who waits ? ^ • ■■ Go, and fix up this Order^ 
that all thofe who have Male Children under fisf 
Months old fliall bring them to my Palace, and if 
any dares difbbey he and all his Family fhall be de- 

VoL. IIL P ftr6y*d 
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ftroy*d rU root out all the Children of the King- 
dom of Tfin ; the Orphan fhall die, and lie unbury'd ; 
tho* he was made of Gold and Jewels he ftiould not 
efcape the Edge of my Sword. 

SCENE II. 

KONG LUN, alone. 

I am old Kong lun, and have been a great Officer 
under jKing Ling kongy but being grown in Years, 
and feeing fou ngan cou take the whole Authority in- 
to his Hands, I refigned my Office and retired to this 
Village, where I live at eafe, 

[HefmgSf the better to exprefs his Hatred to Tou ngan cou. 

SCENE III. 

rCHING TNG with a Cbejl at his Back. 

Tching yngy what caufe have you to be afraid ? My 
little Matter how dear are you to me ! Tou ngan cou^ 
how do I hate thee ! Tho' 1 have got this little Crea- 
ture without the Walls, I have learnt that Tou ngan 
cou ha^ been informed of my Flight, and has ordered 
all Perfons to bring him their Children under fix 
Months old, and then, without troubling himfelf whe- 
ther the Orphan is among them or not, he will diiP- 
member them and cut them in pieces ; how then can 
I hide this dear Child ? Here is the Village of Tat 
ping where Kong lung is retired ; this old Man was a 
firm Friend to Tchao tun ; he has left the Court, and 
lives quietly in his Retirement, and is a Man upright 
and fincere ; in his Houfe I'll conceal my. Treafure, 

and ril go immediately and make him a Vifit. 

I'll hide my Cheft in this Arbor of Bananae-Trees. 
•- My dear litde Matter wait for me here a mo- 
ment, as foon as I have fcen Kong lun Til come back 
to you again.. [^He [peaks to a Servant of Kong lun.] 

You 
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You acquaint your. Matter that Tching yng wants to 
fee him. 

\The Servant fays that Tching yng is at the Door 5 Kojig 
lun fays^f Vejire him to walk in. 

SERVANT. 

My Matter defircs you to walk in. 

SCENE IV. 
KONG LUnI XCHING TNG. 

K O N G LU N, 

Aching yng ! what Bufinefs brings you hither ? 

TCHING TNG. 
Knowing that you have retired to this Village, I 
am come to do myfelf the honour to wait upon you. 

KONG LUN 
How do all the King*s chief OiEcers fince I rer 
tired from Court ? 

T C H I N G TNG. 
It is not as it ufed to be v/hen you were in Office, 
'Ton ngan cou rules all, and every thing is turned up-i 
fide down. 

KONG LUN 
We fhould all join to let the King know it. 

TCHING TNG. 
Sir, you know there were always wicked Men, and 
even in the Reigns of Tao and Tchun there were four 
remarkable Villains. 

KONG LUN. 

[He fiftgs^ and towards the end he mentions what happened 
to Tchao tun, 

TCHING TNG. 

• Sir, Heaven has excellent Eyes, the Family of "Tchao 
is not without an Heir. 

K O N G LUN 
The whole Family, to the Number of three hun- 
dred Perfons, are killed •, Tchacrfo the King's Son-in- 
law is ftabbed, the Princefs his Wife is hanged, where 
then can the Heir be that you fpeak of? 

Pz TCHING 
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T c H I N G rwG. 

Sir, fince you know fb well what has pafled PU 
iky nothing c^ it ; but Til tell you what perhaps you 
know nothing at all of, which is this: When the 
Princefs was confined to her own Palace fhe was deli- 
vered of a Son, whom (he called The Orphan of the 
Family of Tchao ; and all that I fear is when Tou 
ngan cou comes to know it he'll cauie him to be taken, 
and if he once falls into his Hands he'll barbaroufly 
deftroy him, and the Family of Tchao will be in reality 
without an Heir. 

KONG LU N. 

Has any body iaved this poor little Orphan ? Where 

is he ? 

TC H 1 N G TNG. 

Sir, you feem to have fo great Companion for the 
Family that I can hide nothing from you ; the Prin- 
cefs, t^efbre fhe died, gave her Son to me, and defired 
me to take care of him till he comes to Man's Eftate, 
and Ihall be able to revenge himlelf of the Enemy of 
his Family ; as I was coming out of the Palace with 
my precious Trull I found Han koue at the Gate, 
who let me pais, and killed himielf in my Prefence ; 
upon this I fled with my little Orphan, and could 
think of nothing more fafe than to bring him to your 
Houfe; I know. Sir, that you were an intimate 
Friend of Tchao tun^ and I make no doubt but you 
will take pity on his poor Grandfon, and prcfervc his 

Life. 

KONG LUN. 

Where have you left thi^ dear Infent ? 

TC H I N G TNG. 

Without, under the Bananae-Trecs. 

K O N G L U N. 

Don't be afraid,' go and take him and bring him 
to me. 

TCHING 
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T C H I NG TNG. 

Blefled be Heaven an4 Earth, the young Prince is 
ftiUaflccp! ^ 

KONG LUN Jings of the Orphan's Mis/t^tunes. 

Tcbingyng fays, that the whole Remaips of the Fa- 
mily of fibao is in this Infent, [Hejin^s.^ and as for 
nie, I fay he is the Caufe of dll the Misfortunes of his 
Pamily. 

TCHINb TNG, 

Sir, I fiippofc you don't know that Tou ngan eou^ 
finding that the Orphan has efcape^^ is going to de- 
ftroy all the Children who are about his Age, and 
therefore I was defirous of concealing him at your 
Houfe, by which I fhall acquit myfclf of all the Ob- 
ligations that I had to his Father and Mother, and 
lave the Life of all the little Innocents in the King^ 
dom : I am in the forty-fifth Year of my Age, and 
have a Son born about die time of our dear Orphan ; 
he ihall jpafs for little *Tcbao^ you Ihall go and in* 
jfbrm agamft me to T'ou ngan cou^ and accuie me of 
having concealed the Orphan that he feeks after : I 
am willing to die with my Son, and you ihall edu*^ 
cate the Heir of your Friend till he is old enoMgh to ' 
revenge his Relations. What fay you of this Defign? 
Is it not agreeable to your Tafte? 

KONG LU N. 
How old do you fay you arc? 

TCHING TNG, 

Forty-five. 

KONG LU N. 
It will be at Icaft twenty Years before this Orphan 
can revenge his Family j you will be then fixty-five, 
and I fhall be ninety ; what Affiftance can I lend af 
fuch an Age ? O Tching yng fince you are willing to 
facrifice your Son bring him to me, and go and inform 
^gainft me to Tou ngan coUy and kt him know that J 
.conceal in my Houfe the Orphan he fearches after ; 
T^ ngan cqu will come with nis Guards and encomr 

P 3 pafe 
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pafs the Village; I Ihall die with your Son, and you 
tvill educate the Orphan of T^chao till he is able to re- 
venge his Family : This Defign is fafer than yours, 
what do you fay to it ? 

T C H I N G TN G. 
I like it very well, but it will coft you too dear ; 
let us immediately give little TtchA(f% Cloaths to' my 
Son ; go and accufe me to the Tyrant, and I and my 
Son will die together. 

KONG LU N. 
What I have faid I am refolved upon, therefore 
don't offer to oppofe me. [ Hefings, ] Yet twenty 
Years and we (hall be revenged : Could I be fo happy 
as to live till that Day ! 

T C H I N G YN G. 
Sir, you are yet fufficiently ftrong. 

KONG LVN, finging. 
I am no longer what I was, but I will do as much 
as I can ; Tching yng follow my Counfel. 

T C H I N G TNG. 
You lived altogether at eale, and I, without know- 
ing what I did, have involved you in Misfortunes 
whichr greatly troubles me. 

KONG LU N. 

What is it you fay ? A Man of Seventy like 

me muft expeft to die very foon, and to part a few 
Days fooner is not very difficult. [Hefi^gs. 

T G H I N G TNG. 
Sir, fince you have undertaken this Affair be fure 
to carry it on, don't go back from your Word. 

K N G LU N 
Of what ufe are Words that can't be depended 
upon ? ' 

TC H I N G TNG. 

If you fave the Orphan you will obtain immortal 

Fame. [Kong lun fmgs.] But, Sir, there is fomething 

ftiH behind ; if Tou gnan con takes you up can you 

undergo the Interrogatories, and endure the Torture 

-^ith- 
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without naming me ? for if you do both I and my 
Son muft be put to dc^th, and all my Pain will be 
to fee the Heir of Tchao die notwithftanding all this, 
and I fhall reproach myfclf for bringing you into this 
troublefome Affair. 

KO NG LUN. 

I know that the two Families are not to be recon- 
ciled ; when Tou ngan cou takes me up he will fay a 
thoufand fcvcrc things, call me old Rafcal, old Vil- 
lain : Did you know my Orders, and conceal my 
fworn Enemy to deftroy me? Tching yng fear no- 
thing, whatever happens Til make no Difcovery 5 do 
you go and take care of the Orphan ; the Death of 
an- old Man like me is a matter of lefs coqfcquence. 

{Hejings^ and Exit. 

TCHINGTNG. 

Things being as they are there is no time to be loft, 
1*11 take my Son and bring him to this Village, and am 
glad I can fave the Orphan by that means ; *tis with 
rcfpeft to me a kind of Juftice, but it is a great Lois 
to the generous Kong Iutl 




THE t H f R D PART. 

V 

S C E N E I. 

TOU NGAN CaU, and his train. 

/^ A N little Tchao efcape me ? I have fixed up an 
Order, that if he is not found in three Days, all 
the Male Infants under fix Months old fliall be put to 
Death *, let fomebody go to the Gate of the Palace 
and look about, and if any one brings an Accufation 
give me immediate notice of it. 

P 4' SCENE 
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SCENE II. 

fCHJNG TNG, rou NGAN COU, and 

a Soldier. 

TC HING TNG, aftde. 
Yefterday I carry*d my own Child to Ks^ng bin, 
and to-day I come to accuie hinni to Tou ngan cou, — r 
Let fomebody give notice that \ have News of th^ 

Orphan Tcbao. 

SOLDIER. 

Stay a moment, I bcfecch you, and I'll ftcp in 
and give an account of your coming. — Sir, [Te 
Tou ngan cou.'\ here is a Man that fays little Tch^o i$ 
found. 

TOU NGAN CO U. 

Where ig this Man ? 

SOLDIER, 
At the palace Gate. 

TO 11 N GA N C U. 
Let him be brought in. 

SCENE III. 

tou NGAN TQU^ TCHING TNG, md 

Soldiers. 

TOU N (?A N C OU. 

Who art thou ? 

TCHING rNG. 
I am a poor Phyfician called Tcbing yng. 

TO U NGAN C OU. 
Where doft thou fay thou has feen the Orphan Tchao? 

T C H I NG TN G. 
\n the Village Liu taipitig^ and it is old Kong lun 
|;hat conceals him. 

TOU NGAN C OU. 
f^ow do yoi» know it .^ 

. TCH^i^G 
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tchingtng. 

Kmg lun is of my Acquaintance; I was at his 
Jioufe and faw by chance, in the Room where be lies, 
a Child in a rich Mantle ; I faid then within myfelf 
Kong lun is above Seventy, and has neither Son nor 
Daughter, whence then comes this Infant ? I diico- 
vered mv Thought; This Child, faid I to him, 
i(:ems to be the Orphan io much wanted ; I took no- 
tice that the old Man changed Colour, and could not 
make any Reply, from whence I concluded that the 
Infant which gives you io much trouble is at old Kong 
lun'sHQ}xk. 

TOUNGANCOU, 

Go Rafcal, do you think I ihall credit this Story f 
You have hith^o had no difierence with the good 
Man Kong lun^ how then can you accule him of {o 
gr^t a Cr}me? Was it out of Aficftion forme? if 
you fay the truth fear nothing, but if you arc found 
in a Falfhood you are a dbad Man. 

T C H I N G YN G. 

Stifle your Anger, Sir, but for a Minute, and on- 
ly hear my Anfwer : It is true I have no Enmity to 
Kong lun J but when I was told that you had ordere4 
all die Infants in the Kingdom to be brought to you 
that thev might be put to Death, I then had a defign 
on one hand to iave the Life of fo many Innocents ; 
an4 on the other hand, being forty-five Years of Age, 
and having a Son about a Month old, I ihould have 
been obliged to bring him to you and have loft my 
only Heir ; but the Orphan of Tcbao being once dif- 
covered the young Cnildren throughout the King- 
dom will be faved, and I fhall be in no pain about my 
Heir ; thefe are the reafbna why I determined to altcu^ 
pld Kong lun. 

TO U N GA N C O U, hughing. , 

I perceive you are in the right, old Kong was an in- 

(im^^ Friipna of ^cbao tun^ it is no wonder then he 

is fo defiroi^ of iaving the Orphan i^ Til take a l^r 

^ ■ t^chmen^ 
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tachment of the Guards this Minute, and go with 
T!cbing yng to the Village T^ai png^ ivhich I will in- 
veft, and feizc old Kong lun. 

SCENE IV. 

KONG LUN. 
I confulted yefterday with Tching yng about laving 
little Tchao ; Inching yng is gone to day to inform a- 
gainft me to the cruel Ton ngan eoui I (hall foon fee the 
Villain make me a Vifit. \Heftng5^ What a Duft is 
raifed ! what a Company of Soldier? do I fee com- 
ing ! it is the Murderer without doubt, I muft relbl ve 
to die. 

SCENE III. 

^OU NGAN COU, rCHING TNG, KONG LUN, 

and Soldiers^ 

TOUNGJNCOU. 

.We are at length arrived at the Village of ^ai ping 
i- — let it be furrounded on all fides 5 Ticking yng, 
which is Kong lunh Houfc ? 

T C H I N G YNG. 
That there is it. . 

T OU N G A N^ C OU. 

• . ■ » • 

Let 'cm bring the old Rafcal hither. ' Kong 

lun^ do you know your Crime ? 

K O N G LXJ N, 
I ! I am guilty of no Crime that I know of. . 

TOU N GA N CO U. 

« 

I know. Wretch, that thou art a Friend of ^chao 
tun i but how couldft thou be fo bold as to conceal the 
Remains of the Family ? 

K O N G L U.N. ' ^ 

Tho* I had the Heart of a Tiger I fhould not have 
ventured to do it. 

TOU 
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t ou n ga n c o u. 

If he docs not feci the Battoon he'll own nothing. 
Jet fomebody take one and lay it on handfomly.. 

KONG LU N Jings while he Is heateriy and then fay Sy 

Who is witncfs of the Crime that I am accufed of? 

T O U N GA N C O U. 

Tcbing yng was the firft that accufed thee, 

KONG LU N ftngs. 

This Tching yng has a very wicked Tongue : [Xhen 
he fays to Tou ngan cou.] Are not you contented to 
have put to death more than three hundred Pcrfons ? 
Would you yet deftroy a poor Infant who is left alone ? 

[He continues tiffing^ 

TOU NGAN COU. 

You villainous old Fellow, where is the Orphan 
you have concealed ? Tell me quickly, that you may 
avoid a fevere Chaflifement. 

KONG LU N. 

Where have I concealed the Orphan?^— Who 
has feen me hide him ? 

TOU NGAN COU. 

What, you are not willing to make a Confeffion ; 
let him be chaflifed again. [They beat him.'] Sure this 
old Man has no feeling ! Nothing moves him, he 
confefTes nothing : Tching yng thou didft accuic him, 
take a Battoon and give him a hundred blows. 

TCHING TNG. 

Sir, I am a poor Phyfician, and never learnt to 
handle a Battoon. 

TOU NGAN COU 
You don't know how to handle a Battoon ! ■ 



You are afraid he fhould difcover you for an Accom- 
plice. 

. TCHING TNG. 

Sir, you fhall fee me beat him. [takes a Battoon. 

TOU 
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TOU NGAN COU. 
Tching yngj you have taken fuch a fmatl Battoon 
as if you were afraid of hurting him ; furely you 
muft be afraid he fhould make a Dilcovery. 

T C H I N G TNG. 
Til take one that is larger. 

TOU NGAN COU. 

Hold, at firft you took a Twig, now you are for 

taking a Beam which will do his bufinefs at two 

Strokes^ and then he'll die without making a Co^ 

feflion. 

T C H I NG TNG. 

You order me to take a Battoon, and I take a fmall 
one ; then I take another and you &y it is too big ^ 
what muit I do to pleale you ? 

TOU NGJN COU. 
Take on^e of a moderate fize, and let this Rafcal 
feel it fufEcidhtly . ' You old Wrcteh, do you 

know *tis Tcbing yng that beats you ? 

TCHINGTNG. 

Confcfs all. [He beats bim three times. 

K O N G LU N. 

I am terribly mauPd, and this laft Beating was 
worft of all ; who gave it me ? 

TOU NGAN COU. 
*Tis Tcbingyng, 

KONG LU N. 
What, Tcbing yng beat me in this manner ? 

TC H I NG TNG. 

Don't mind this old Fellow, he does not know what 
he fays. 

KONG LU N ftngs. 
W ho has beaten me f9 barbaroufly ? O TCching yng^ 
what have I done to you ? Am I tnen your Enemy 
that you treat me in this manner ? 

T C H I N G YNG. 

Make haftc and confefs all. 

KONG 
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K O N G LV N. 
1 will contefs all. [Heftngs. 

TCHING YttG. 
Confefs then quickly if you are not willing to die 
by beating. 

KONG LU N. 
Well, 'twas thus then, *twas thus. [Hejings.'] Wc 
confulted both together in what manner to &ye the ^ 
Orphan. 

TOUNGANCOU. 

Hut is as much as to fay he has an Accomplice. 
*'■ Tell me, old Man, you fay you are two ; one is 
yourfelf, who is the other ? If you fpeak the truth FlI 
(ave your Life. 

KONG LV N. 

You are willing I Ihould tell 70U, and I'll fatisfy 

you, [Hejings.l his Name is — — — at the end of my 

Tongue, but I have fent it back again. 

rOU NGAN COU. 

Aching yng^ does not this affcft you at all ? 

TCHING rNG [To Konglm.] 

. Ah! you old Man, will you flander an innocent 

Perfon ? 

KONG LU N. 

Tching yngy what haft thou to fear ? 
TOU NGAN COU. 

You mention'd two, why don't you confefs who the 

other is ? 

KONG LV N. 
You ordered me to be beaten, fo that I did not 
know what I faid. 

TOU NGAN COU. 
. If you will not go on you fhall be killed in good 

carneft. 

SOLDIER. 

My Lord, I bring you good News ; fearching in a 
Cellar in his Houfe 1 have found the Orphan. 

tOU 
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TOU GNAN COUy laughing. 

Let the little Wretch be brought hither that I may 
fee it, and have the picafure of cutting it in pieces r 
- — ^ You pld Villain, you faid you did not hide the 
Orphan -— who then is this that I hold ? 

KONG LU N fings^ reproaching the Tyrant with 

all his Crimes^ and fay s^ 

His barbarous Heart will not be contented with- 
out fhedding the Blood of an Orphan not many Days 

old. 

TOU NGAN COU. 

The fight of this Infant excites my Anger. [Kong 

lun ftngs^ the Tyrant takes the Dagger ^ and Tching 

yn^feems greatly concerned. 1 I take this curfed Branch, 

and I plunge the Dagger in his Heart three times. 

Now I am at the height of my Wiflies. 

[Kong lun Jings^ exprejfing his Regret j Tching yng 
hides his Tears, 

K O N G LU N. 
Tou ngan cou^ thou art the mod wicked of Man- 
kind 5 take care of thyfclf, impious Wretch, for 
. know there is over thy Head a Heaven that beholds 
all thy Crimes, and will not let them go unpunifhed : 
As for myfelf I haye no Regard for Life, Til there- 
fore throw myfelf down this Staircafe of Stone, it is 
the kind of Death that I chufe. 

A S O L D I E R. 
Old Kong lun has juft killed himfelf. 

TOU NGAN COU, laughing. 
Since he is dead let his Name be mentioned no 
more. [He continues to laugh, and /peaks to Tching yng.] 
You have done me excellent Service, in this Affair, 
without you I could not have deftroyed my Enemy. 

T C H I N G r N G. 
Sir, I have told you already that I had no particu- 
lar Enmity to * Tchao, and what I have done has 
been to lave the Lives of the little Innocents in the 
Kingdom, and among the reft that of my own Child. 

TOU 
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tou ngan cou. 

You are a Man that may be trufted, you fhall there- 
fore live in my own Palape and be honourably treat- 
ed ; you (Kail there likewife educate your Son ; when 
he is of a proper Age y6u ftiall bring him up to 
Learning, and I will take care to teach him the Art 
of War : I am now fifty Years old, and have no 
Heir, I adopt your Son, and intend to refign my Of- 
fice to him when he Ihall be of Age to take it upon 
him : What do you fay to it ? 

TCHING TNG. 

I return you. Sir, a thoufand Thanks ; but I am 
not worthy of fo great an honour. 

TOU NGAN GOV. 

The Favour that Tchao tun enjoyed made me very 
uneafy -, but now the whole Family is extin(ft, and I 
have nothing farther to apprehend, 

THE FOURTH P A R "T. 
SCENE I. 

TC U NGAN COU. 

ABOUT twenty Years ago I killed the Orphan 
•^ of Tchao with my own Hand, and I adopted the 
Son of Aching yng^ his prefent Name is Ton tcbing ; 
he has gone through all his Exercifes, I have taught 
him eighteen various ways of Fighting, and he undcr- 
ftands his Bufinefs fo well that no one can outdo him 
except myfelf •, he is now grown up, and in a fhort 
time I intend to make away with the King, and 
afcend the Throne myfelf, then my Son fhall have 
the Office that I am in at prefent, and all my Wifhcs 
will then be accomplifh'd •, at prefent he is performing 
Exercife in the Camp^ when he returns we'll confult 
about it. SCENE 
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SCENE IL 

TCHING TNG, wilb a Roll in his tianL 

Time paflcs away very quick, 'tis twenty Yearsr 
fince Tou ngan cou adopted him whom he fuppoies to be 
my Son ; he has taken great care of him, and his care 
is not at all thrown away ; the old Man loves him to 
diflradlion, but there is a very important point that 
my pretended Son is yet ignorant of: I am now in the 
fixty-fifth Year of my Age, and if I fhould happea 
to die quickly, who can difcover the Secret ? This 
thing alone makes me uneafy: I have painted thp 
whole Hiftory in this Roll of Paper, and if my Son 
wants to have it explained Til do it for him from 
one end to the other \ I am fure when he knows 
who he is he'll revenge the Death of his Parents ; 
rU go into my Study, and wait there till he comes 
to fee me. 

SCENE m. 

TCHING POETj who paps/or the Son of Tching 
yng, and is the adopted Son of Tou gnan cou. 

I am Aching Poei ; my Father on this fide is Tcbing 
yngy my Father that lives on that fide is Tou ngan cou : 
In the Morning I learn to fence, and perform my 
Exercifes at Arms, and in the Evening I apply to 
Study. *— - 1 am now come from the Camp, and 
am going to fee my Father that lives on this fide. 

[He/tngs like aymng Man that is plea fed with his Fortune. . 

SCENE IV- 

T C H I N G TNG, aloH^. 

Let me open this Roll a little : Alas ! how many 
brave Men are dead for the Family of Tcbao ! it has 
coft me my Son ; all this is Ihewn in this Painting. 

SCENE 
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SCENE V. 

TCHING POEI, and attendants. 

T C H I N G P O E L 
Here, take my Horfe. — Where's my Father ? 

SOLDIER. 

He is in the Study, with a Book in his Hand^ 

T Q H I N G P O E I. 
Give him notice that I am here. 

SOLDIER. 
Sir, Itching Poet is returned. 

TC H I N G TNG. 
Dcfire him to walk in. 

S O L D I E IV 7 

Walk in, Sir. 

SCENE VL 

rCHIN'G POEI, rCHING TNG, 

TCHINGPOEI. 

Father, I am returned from the Camp. 

TCHING TNG. 
My Son, go and refrelh yourfelf* 

TCHING P O E I. 

Father, as often as I go out and return back to Icef 

you, you have always been glad of my fafe Return, 

but to-day you are melancholy, and the Tears fall 

from your Eyes; I know nothing of the occafion 

of this, but if any one has offended you let your 

Son know it. 

TCHING TNG. 

1 Ihall foon let you know the Caufe of my Teari^* 
Go and rcfrefli yourfelf. [JVben be is gone he 
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fays] Alas! I am not able to fupport it. [Thenheftngs 
andftghsy his Son bears bim^ and returning fays'} My 

. Father, who has offended you ? I am greatly concerned 

at it ; if no body has offended you, why are yoii fo 

Vol. in. Q_ melan- 
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dead Man, therefore he rcfolved to dq as follows ; 
he had a Dagger privately hid, but in feeing io 
good and virtuous a Mandarin he repented of his 
Undertaking, and opening his Eyes to the Light beat 
out his Brains againft a Cinnamon-tree. 

T C H I N G P O E I. 

Him whom I fee kill himfelf againft the Tree then 
is Tfon mi ? 

T C H I N G TNG. 

Yes, my Son, 'tis the fame. ■ He dreflcd in 

Black, went in the beginning of the Spring into the 
Country to encourage the Husbandmen in their La- 
bour^ under a Mulberry-tree he met with a huge 
Man lying on his Back, with his Mouth open ; the 
good Mandarin asked the reafon of it ; the Giant re- 
plied. My Name is Ling tcbe^ and I can eat a Mea- 
sure of Rice at every Meal, which is enough for fix 
common Men ; my Maftcr not being able to main- 
tain me turned me out of Doors, and if I ihould 
take any of thefc Mulberries to eat he'll fay I fteal 
them, I therefore lie upon my Back with my Mouth 
open, and fwallow the Mulberries that fall therein ; 
but as for thofe which fall on each fide, I had rather 
die .with Hunger than eat them and ^et the Name of 
a Thief: He drefled in Black faid. This is a Man of 
Integrity and Refolution, then he gave him as much 
Wine and Rice as he would have, and when he had 
fluffed himfelf as long as he could he went away 
without fpeaking a Word ; he drefled in Black was 
not at all offended at it, nor fcarcely took any notice 
of his Behaviour. 

TCHINGPOEL 

This one Inftance difcovers his Virtue. ■ Then 

this Man that is half dead under the Mulberry-tree is 
called Ling tche. 

TCHING TNG. 
Son, take notice of all this : At a certain time one 
of the Kingdoms of the Eaft prefentcd, by way of 

Tribute, 
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Tribute, a Chin ngaoy that is a Dog with four Feet ; 
th^ King of ^ftn gave this Dog to him dreffed in 
Red, and he having fworn the Deftru&ion of him 
drefled in Black, caufcd a Man of Straw to be placed 
in his private Garden, and put on it Garments re- 
fembling thofe of the Man in Black ; he put in ,the 
Belly of this Figure the Entrails of a Sheep, and 
caufed the Pog to faft fix or feven Days, after which 
he led him into the Garden, took him near the Man 
of Straw, and let him go, and the Dog eat every thing 
contained in the Belly ; he bred him up to this Sport for 
about a hundred Days, and then went to the 'King to 
inform him that there was at Court a Traitor, who had ^ 
conipired againft the Life of his Majcfty : Where is 
he ? faid the King : Chin ngao^ reply'd the Man in 
Red, can difcovcr him ; then he led the Dog into 
the Royal Apartment when he in Black was near the 
King, and Cinn ngao thinking it had been his Man of 
Straw flew at him ; he in Black got off as faft as 
he could, and Ngao after him, but happening to run 
againft a great Mandarin, called 7i mi ming^ he was 
killed upon the fpot, 

TCHINGPOEI. 

The vile Dog then was named Ngoa^ and the brave 
Mandarin that killed him Tt mi ming ? 

TCHINGTNG, 

You are in the right. — He drefled in Black made 
his Efcape out of the Palace, intending to get into his ' 
Chariot and four, for he did ndt know that the Man in 
Red had fent away two of his Horfes, and had like- 
yrife pulled off* one of the Wheels, fo that the Cha- , 
riot was ufelefs ; at the fame time there paflfed by a . 
great ftrong Man, who fupported the Chariot with 
his Shoulder, and beat the Horfes forward with one 
Hand ; and tho* his Entrails appeared, for he was 
torn as he fled away, he carried him off without the 
Walls of the City : Who do you think this ftout 

Q^ 3 Fellow 
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Fellow was ? It was Ling tcbe^ the fame that he ia 
Black h^d found under the JMulbcrry-tree. 

TCHINGPOEL 
I have not forgot him, 'tis L^ng tcbe^ whofe Life 
^as favcd by him in ^lack, 

T C H I N G TNG. 
^Tis the f4me. 

T C H I N G P O E I. ^ 
Father, this Man in Red is a great Villain, and z 
wicked Wretch, what is his Name ? 

T C H I N G r N G. 
Son, I forgot his Name, 

TC H I N G POET. 
But who is this Man in Black ? 

TC H I N G TNG. 
As for him, 'tis Tcbao tun a Miniftcr of State ; it 
coacefns you very nearly, my Son, 

TC HI N G P O E I' 
I have heard it faid there was a Miniftcr of State 
pf that IS^ame, but I did not much mind it, 

T C H I N G TNG. 
Son, I tell you ?his as a Secret, lay it iq> fafely in 
your Memory. 

T C H I N G P O E I. 
Arp not there other Piftures in the Roll that want 

to be explained ? 

TCHING^rNG. 

ilc in Red deceived the King, and ordered the Fa- 
mily pf Tcb.00 tun to the number of three hundred 
Perfons to be maffacred ; there was but one left whofc 
NaiTic was Tcbaofo^ and he had married the King'i 
ipaughtcr ; he in Red counterfeited the King's Order, 
and fent him a Cord, Poifon, and a Dagger, that he 
jnight chpfe one of tl^e three, and difpatch himfelf 
out of the World : The Princefs his Wife was with 
child, and Tcbap defired that if after his Death Ihc 
fliould have a Son fhe would call it, ^e Orphan of 
the Family of Tchao, and he'll revenge our Caufc ; 
"■ * • ' ^ laying 
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laying this he took the Dagger and ftabb*d himfcif : 
He in Red made a Prifon of the Princefs's own 
Houfe, and here fhe brought into the World a Son ; 
as fbon as he in Red knew it he fent the General 
Han hue to guard the Prifon, and prevent the Child ^ 
from being carried off : The Princefs had a faithful 
SubjeA who was a Phyfician \ his Name was TcHng 

TC H I N G P O E I. 
Was not that you, my Father ? 

TCHINGTNG. 
How many People are there in the World of the 

fame Name ? The Princefs truftcd the Orphan to 

his Care, and hang*d herfelf in her Girdle r This 
Tching y^g wrapp'd up the Child, put it into his 
Cheft of Medicines, and went to the Door with a 
defign to get off; there he found Han kaui^ who dif- 
covered the Orphan ; but Tchii^g yng talk'd to him 
in private, and Han koue took a Sword and cut his 
own Throat. 

T C H I NG P O E I. 

This General, who iacrificed his Life for the Fami-r 
ly of Tcbao^ is a brave Man, and I fhall readily re* 
member that his Name is Han kouK 

TCHING TNG. 
Yes, yes, it is Han kouij but what follows is ftill 
worfe : He in Red was foon informed of what pafled, 
and ordered that all the Children in the Kingdom, 
under fix Months old, fhould be brought to his Pa« 
lace ; his defign was to murder them all, and by this 
means get rid of the Orphan of Tcbao. 

T C ti I N G P O E U in a Paffton. 

Is there a more wicked Man in the World than 

this ? 

TCHING YNG. 

Doubtlcfs he is a notorious Villain, This 

Ticking yng had a Son about a Month oldj^ he wrapi)*d 

0^4 him 
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him in the Orphan*s Mantle, and carried him to the 
Village of Tai png^ to the Houfe of old Kong lun. 

T C H I N G P O E L 

Who is this Kong Inn ? 

T C H I N G TNG. 

He was a great Friend of T'cbao tun : The Phyfi- 
cian faid to him. Sir, take this poor little Orphan, 
and go and tell him in Red that I have concealed the 
Child he fearches after ; fo I and my Son will die 
together, and you fhall take care of little Tchao till 
he is of a fufficient Age to revenge his Family : Kong 
lun rcply'd, I am old, but if" you have the Courage 
to facrifice your own Son, bring him hither to ihe 
dreffed like the Orphan of Tchao^ and go and accufe 
me to him in Red ; your Son and I will die together, 
and you may conceal the Orphan till he Ihall be in a 
condition to revenge his Family. 

TCHINGPOEI. 

How! had Tching^yng fo much Courage as to give 
up his own Child i 

TCHINGTNG. 

You were in danger of lofmg your Life ; what dif^ 
ficulty then cou*d there be in giving up that of a 
Child? This Tching yng i^tn took his Son and car- 
. ried him to Kong lun^ and went afterwards to him in 
Red and accufed Kong lun ; when they had inflifted 
a thoufand Torments on this good old Man, they at 
length difcover'd the Child they fought after, and he 
Jn Red cut him in pieces with his own Hand, and 
Kong lun threw himfelf down a Stone Stair-cafe, and 
was killed : It is now twenty Years fince this happen- 
ed, and the Orphan of the Houfe of T!cbao mult be 
now of the fame Age, and never thinks of revenging his 
Parents ; what then does he think of? he is handfom- 
ly Ihaped, is above five Foot high, knows Letters, 
and is very skilful in the Exercife of Arms : What is 
become of his Grandfather in the Chariot ? All the 
Family have been cruelly maflacred, his Mother was 

hang'd. 
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hang'd, his Father ftabb'd, and hitherto no Revenge 
has been taken ; fure they do him wrong when they 
t^lk of him as a Man of Courage. 

TCHINGPOEI. 

My Father, you have talked to me a long while, 
and I fecm to be in a Dream, for I can comprehend 
nothing that you (peak of, 

TCHINGTNG. 

Smce you are yet ignorant of my Drift, PU Ipeak 
inore plainly 5 the barbarous Man in Red is Tou ngan 
cou^ Tcbdo tun is your Grandfather, ^cbao fo is your 
Father, the Princefs is your Mother, I am the old 
Phyfician Tching yng^ and you are the Orphan of the 
Houfe of l^cbao. 

TC H I N G P O E I. 

How ! am I the Orphan of the Houfe of Tcbao ? 
Alas ! you kill me with Grief and Rage. 

[He falls down in a fainting FiU 
r C H I N G TNG. 
My young Mafter, recover yourfelf again, 

T C H I N G P O E I. 
Alas ! you have almoft deftroy'd me. [ Heftngs. J 
If you had not told me all this, how could I have 1 
learnt it ? — - My Father, fit down in this Chair, and 
fuffer me to falute you. [Hefalutes Urn. 

TGHING TNG. 
I have this Day reftored the Houfe of Tcboo^ but 
alas ! I have deftroy'd my own ; I have pluck*d up the 
only Root that was left. [^He weeps, 

T e H I N G P O E I ftngs. 
Yes, I fwear PU be reveng'd on the Traitor itou 
ngan cou. 

rCHINGTNG. 
Don't make fuch a great Noife, left ^ou ngan cou 
ihould hear you. 

T C H I N G P O E L 
PU either die myfelf or deftroy the Traitor. [He 
fingsJ] My Father, don't difturb yourfelf j to-mor- 

; row. 
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row, when I have feen the King and all the Gran- 
dees, PU kill the Villain with my own Hand*. 

[Hejings^ and defcrtbes the manner in which biU atfack 
and kill him, 

TC H I NG YNG. 

To-morrow my young Matter will ftize the Traitdr 

fou ngan couj it will be my bcft way to follow him, 

and aflift him in cafe of Ncccflky, 




THE FIFTH P^ R T. 

SCENE I. 

OUEI FONGj a great Officer of the King. 

I am Oueifong^ one of the greateft Mandarins of 
^fin : Under this Reign Tou ngan cou has got all the 
Power into his own Hands, alid has deftroy*d the 
Family of Tcbao tun ; but in the Palace of Tchaojb 
happened to be one Tclnng yng a Phyfician, who found 
out the Method of concealing the Orphan of this 
Hpufe ; he is at prefcnt twenty Years of Age ; he 
changed the Name of Little Prince^ and called him 
Tcbing poet : It is Tcbing poet that the King has or- 
dered to feize T'ou ngan couy that he may revenge his 
Relations} the Order is conceived in thefe Terms: 
** The Power of Tou ngan cou is become too enor- 
mous, and I am afraid left he fhould proceed far- 
ther ; I therefore order Tcbing poet to fcizc him pi- 
vately, and extinguifh his Houfe without fparmg 
a Man ; when he ihall have performed this Or- 
♦* der, 1*11 give him a Reward.** . I dare not retard 
this Order, but will carry it my felf to Tcbing pod. 

SCENE II. 
fCHING POEI. 

I have Orders from the King to take Tou ngan 
CQU^ and revenge the Pcath of my Father and Grand- 
father; 
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father ; this Villain is very proud and haughty, [He 
/tngsJ] V\\ ftop here a little, for he muft pafs this 
Ijray when he returns to his own Houfe. 

SCENE III. 

. TOU NGAN COU, rCHING POEl 

TOU NGAN CO U. 

This Day I have been conftantly in the Palace uq% 
der my care, and am now returned to my own pri- 
vate Houfe. ■ Take care there, place yourfelvc? 
In good Order, and march flowly. 

TC H ING POEL 
What do I iee, is not this d^e old Villain f 

[He defer ties the P^mp wherewith he walisj finging att 
the time. 

TOU NGAN C O U. 

Sou UbiHgj my Son, what have you been doing? 
TC H I N G POEL 

Thou profligate Wretch, I am neither Tou tcbing^ 
Qor thy Son ; I am the Orfdian of the Family of 
f€bao ( k is twenty Years fiace you maflacred all my 
Family, and now I will take chee and bind thee, and 
revenge the Death of my Parents who were flaln by . 
thee. 

TOU NGAN CO U. 

Who has put thc& idle Fancies into your Head ? 

TCHINGPOEL 
*Twas T^hifig yn^ who informed me who I am. , 

TOU NGAN COU. 

I have then a very ungrateful Son ; but as for mc 
I have nothing to reproach myself with. 

TCHINGPOEL 
flold. Villain, whither are you running ? 

[HeJingSy and as he is about to feize him Tching yng 
comis bajiih in. ' . 

SCENE 
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SCENE IV. 

rCHING TNG. 
I was afraid foinc harm might happen to my 
young Mafter, and I have foUow'd him with a de- 

ifign to give him Afliftance. Bleflcd be Heaven 

and Earth, he has fccured 2fl« ngan cm. 

T C H I N G P O £ I. 

ft 

, Let 'cm take this Wretch and bind him. Vll 

go and inform the King. 

SCENE V. 

OUEI FONG. 
I have learnt that Aching poet has fecured ^ou ngan 
cou ; let fomebody go and fee if he is coming, and as 
foon as he comes let me have notice. 

SCENE VI. 
SVHING POEI, rCHING TNG, OUEI FONG, 

TCHINGPOEL 
My Father, let us go both together and vifit the 
King. [^He perceives Ouei Fong.] Sir, I defire you 
would have Compaffion on our Family, I have taken 
and bound "Ton ngan cou. 

OUEI FONG. 

Let him be brought in. Ah Traitor, who 

haft dcftroyed the King's beft Subjefts, now thou art 
in the hands of "Tching peei^ what haft thou to fay for 
thyfelf? 

TOU NGAN COU. 
'Tis for the King's, fake that I am ruin'd j but, as 
things are at prefent, all I defire is that I may be put 
to a fpeedy Death. 

TCHINGPOEL 

Sir, take my Caufe in hand. 

OUEI FONG. 
O Ton ngan cou thou defireft to die fpeedily, and 
. I think it moft proper that thy Death flxguld be flow ; 

• let 
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let this Wretch be taken and extended upon a wooden 
Afi, and let him be cut by flow degrees into three 
thoufand Pieces, and when all his Skin and Flefh are 
gone, let his Head be cut off ; but let there be ipecial 
care taken that he dies flowly. t 

fTching Pociyfeyj the fame things fi^^gt^* 
T C H 1 N G TNG, 
My y6ung Mailer, now thou art revenged and 
your Family is preferved, but mine is left without any 
Support. 

[ Tching Poei ftngs^ and fays what he will do for 
Tching yng. 

TCHING TNG. 

What have I then done that deferves the hundredth 

part of the Favours promifed by my young Lord ? 

\Hefings and magnifies the Favouru 

OU E I F O N G. 

Tching yng^ Tching poeiy fall upon your Knees, 
and hear the King's Order. 

Tou ngan cou has put fevcral of my good Subjc<5b 
to Death unjuftly, he has raifcd Difturbances, and 
caufed Diforders in all Parts of my Kingdom, and 
has maflacred the innocent Family of Tcbao ; thefe are 
Crimes which Heaven never overlooks : The Orphan 
of this Family has happily gain*d great Reputation, 
and cut ofF the Head of the Traitor Tou ngan cou ; I 
ordain that he may be called henceforward Tcbao voUy 
that his Father and Grandfather be reckoned among 
the number of Grandees of the Kingdom, and that 
Han Koue be made Generaliffimo : I give to Tching 
yng a handfome and large Eftate to his own ufe, and 
order a magnificent Tomb to be erefted to the Me- 
mory of Kong luny and expeft that this Example will ' - 
caufe a general Reformation that all due Honour may 
be render*^d to the King. 

[Tching ^oci fings, and thanks the Kingy and they repeat one 
after another the Favours they have received from him. 
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Of a Mandarin zealous for the Publick fFelfare. 

TSIJNG r^O being Governor of 2i»^ ubeou 
the Emperor nmde a Vifit to the Southern Pro-^ 
vinces, upon which the Governor of Hoai ngan^ a 
City in the Neighbourhood of Tang tcbeoUy pulled 
down leveral Houfes to enlarge the Road on the Bank 
of the River, and render it more commodious Tor 
thofe who drew the Royal Bark : The Cords that he 
made uie of were not made of Hemp, but of more 
precious Materials^ on which account he raifed new 
Taxes, and gready diilrell the People in his Diftri6t. 

When they came to deiire %fiang to do the fame^ 
The Emperor, reply*d he, does not come here for 
Diverfion, but to vifit his Provinces; befides the 
ufual Road is fufficient for thofe that draw the Bark : 
Why fhould I incommode the People by levelling 
their Houies ? I will not have one pulled down, and 
if this be a Fauk I'll take it upon myielf. 

A little before the Emperor arrived they came to 
fliew Tftang an Order, which they faid was the Em- 
peror's ; the Subftance of it w^s that he fhould give 
m a Lift of all the confiderable Houfes in the Place : 
There is here, reply'd he, but four confiderable 
Houfes, that of the Intendant of the Salt-works, that 
of the Governor of Tang tcheoUj that of the Direftor 
of the Cuftom-Houfe, and that of the fubordinate 

Magi- 
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Magiftratc oiKiang ton ; the reft of the City, added 
he, confifts ofpoor People, and there is no Room to 
give in a Lift. 

Sometime after came another Order, the Tenor of 
Mirhich was, that the Emperor defired fome of the 
handfomeft young Girls in the Country might be pro- 
vided for his Ufe. I know but of three, laid Tfiang^ 
in all the Diftridt of Tang tcheou. The Officer, w&> 
brought the Order, asked where they lived ? They 
arc my own Daughters, replied he ; if the Emperor 
is determined to have 'em from hence I can deliver 
thefe three that belong to my felf ; as for others I 
have no power over them : Upon which the Officer 
returned, without faying a Word, and the thing rcfted 
there. 

^e Care of a Mandarin to provide for the NeceJJities of 

. the People. 

IN a certain Year there happened to fall great 
Rains in the Territories of PW, a fmall City of the 
diird Order ; when the Waters came down in gre^ 
abundance from the neigbouring Mountains over- 
flowed the Plains, and having deftroyed the firft Crop 
of Rice, prevented the planting of the fecond, info- 
much that the People could not forefee by what means 
they fliould live the remaining part of the Year. If 
we fliould wait, faid Sun^ who was then Magiftrate, 
till all the Waters are gone off before we low the , 
Land,, the Seafon \^ould be too far advanced, and no 
Grain will co;ne up : What then is to be done ? He 
immediately hit upon a happy Expedient, for collect- 
ing the Riches of the Country, and purchafmg feveral 
thoufand Loads of Peafc, . he diftributed thefe Peafe 
throughout the Diftrid:, caufing them to be fown in 
the Water itfelf. When the Waters running off, by 
^ little and little, the Peafe Iprung up before the Land 
was well dry, which proved of great Advantage to 
the People, and they pafs'd the Year without any 
great hardfliip. The 
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Ithe Steadinefs of a Mandarin. 

"TCHIN SUEN was in his time a Pattern of 
great Difintcrcftednefs, and to an inflexible Integrity- 
he added an unihaken ConHancy to refift the Abufcs 
of the Age : At the time that he prefided over the 
Learned in Chang tong there paflcd thro* a Tu jffi^^ 
who was going to another Place as Vifitor extraor- 
dinary, the Officers of the Place, great and fmall, at 
leaft thofe who were of an inferior Degree, coming 
to make their Compliments, fell upon their Knees ; 
as for ^chin he did no more than make a low Bow. 

The Vifitor was diflurbed at it, and haftily de- 
manded what was his Office ? I have the care of the 
Students, faid ^chin^ without the leaft Emotion. What 
is that, faid the Vifitor in a Paflion, in comparifbn 
of a iu Jfee ? I know. Sir, the Difference between 
one and the other, replied ^cbin gravely, and I do not 
pretend to be your equal : But we, who are at the 
head of the Learned, ought to inftruft in Matters 
of Ceremony by our Examples, and therefore, in the 
Submiffions that we make to our Superiors, dare not 
be extravagant for fear of ill Coniequences. 

The Vifitor found plainly by the Air of Tcbin^ that 
he was a Man not to be intimidated ; befides he faw 
the liearned ftand about him in Crowds, fo that 
perceiving it was not proper to take violent Mea- 
fures he became more mild, and affuming a plea- 
lant Countenance all of a fudden, faid, in a fofter 
Tone, You have nothing to obfcrve in the Affairs 
that bring me Jiither, nor I in thofe that belong to 
you, therefore give not your felf the Trouble hence 
forward of coming to me ; upon which I'cbin with- 
drew. 

A Charitable and difinterejled Mandarin. 

I N a certain Year the Dearth was fo great in the 
Territory of T^i/g-jthat of all tljc. Children that came 

into 






China, GHINESE-TARTARYj^r; i4t 

into the World they brought up but very few : Gin 
fang, who was then Governor, publifhed fevere Or- 
ders on this Account, Und to remedy this EviJ, by 
every poffible Method, made an exaft Enquiry after all 
Women with Child, and furnifhed them wherewithal 
to fubfift.; They reckon more than a thoufand 
Families that were faved by this means ; alfo wheii 
his Succeffor arrived, and he departed to go to Courts 
he had nothing left but five Load of Riccj and when 
he came there had not a tolerable Garment. 

Soon after Gin fang was made Governor of Si ngan 
he fet out for the Place, without fending Letters of* 
Advice beforehand, coming among them on Foot 
when they leaft thought of it, and even while he 
was walking towards his Tribunal difpatch'd feveral 
Affairs they talk'd to him about -, he continued the 
fame Method during his ftay at Si ngan : He died 
there while he was in Office, and the laft Wqrds 
he faid were, to forbid them taking any thing from 
the People on his Account : They fulfilled his Or- 
ders literally j and as he was very poor he had only a 
Coffin of very ordinary Wood, and was buried in 
ibme old Garments that he had by him : But to makd 
amends for this he was lamented by Perfons of all 
Degrees, and his Memory is ftill dear at Si figani 

A Reward of Fidelity in Rejioring a thing that was loft 4 

I N the time of the Emperor Tang lo a Merchant^ 
call*d Sun yong, was on a Journey, and in the Road 
found a Purfe hanging upon a Stake, when opening 
it he f6und two large gold Bodkins, fach as Ladies 
wear in their Hair : He fat down upon the fpot wait- 
ing to fee if the Pcrfon wh6 had lofl them would 
come in queft of them \ when^ towards Night, a fe- - 
male Slave came in Tears feeking her Lady*s Bod- 
kins that fhe had Ipft, and which were fufpefted to 
be ftolen. The Merchant, being fatisfied that what he 
had found really belonged to her, returned them ; upon 

Vol. HI. R \vhich 
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which the Maid, tranfportcd with Joy, defircd to 
know his Name, but he refafed to tell her: Sir, 
added fhe, what can I do to teftify my Gratitucie ? 
At thefe Words the Merchant redoubled his Steps 
without faying a Word, and went to a Lodging, hot- 
withftahding it was Night, at fbmc diftancc from 
thence : Wlien he came to Nan yang^ which was the 
end of his Journey, he gained in a Ihort time much 
more than could reafonably be expeftcd : He fct out on 
his Return with feveral other Merchants, and as he paf- 
fed near the Place, but in a Boat, where he found the 
Purfe, as the Boat was lying along the fideof the Bank 
he faw near the River the Slave to whom he had re- 
ftored the Purfe : This Maid coming there to wafh 
Linen faw him alfo, and knowing him ag^in Ihe 
talked with him for fome time, being ftill on the 
Bank, and the Merchant in the Boat, after which 
fhe withdrew. Sun yong^ who was ftopt for fome 
time by this Difcourfe, and hindred from following 
the other Boats, found it was too late to fet out alone, 
and came to a Refolution to ftay there the remainder 
of the Day : On a fuddcn a great Storm arofc, and 
all thofe who were gone forwards perifhed in it, whilft 
Sunyong^ who was ftop'd, was the only Perfonof the 
Company that was fav'd. 

Difinterefted Charity. 

LEOU Ty originally of Vouyn^ was very chari- 
tably difpofed, of which he gave frequent Proofs in. 
his Life-time, but I fhall only mention two or three. 
T'chang ki It going to Court, and attending the Body 
of his Father, who died in the Country, met in the 
Road near Vou yn with a great quantity of Ice^ where 
the Carriage which contained the Corps was overturned 
and broke to pieces : As he had no Acquaintance there 
he fent to the Houfe that he thought made the beft 
Appearance, dcfiririg to borrow a Carriage in or- 
der to continue his Journey : Leou y was the Perfon 

. to 
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to whom he applied, who gave him a Carriage im- 
mediately, without inquiring who it was that wanted 
it, or without telling his own Name to the Servant who 
was fent on this Errand by his Mafter. Tcbang had 
no Iboner perfcrm'd the Funeral Obfcquies of his Fa*« 
ther, but he fent a Servant to Vou yn with the Car- 
riage, and to return him Thanks for enabling him fb op^ 
portunely to perform the Duty of a Son ; Leou^ per- 
ceiving the Carriage at fbme diflance^ fhut the Door^ 
and would neither receive the Carriage nor the Ac* 
knowledgment, but fent word to the Servant that 
probably he was deceived, and took him for ano-* 
ther. 

Another Example. 

THIS fame Leou y returning one . Day front 
Tchin leou, the Government of which he had then quit- 
ted, met a poor Scholar in the way, who had died very 
foddcnlyj and whofe Corps lay by the fide of the 
Road : X^e Government that Leou had was fo far 
from enriching him that it only ferved to render hinl 
poorer, fo great was his Difmtereftednefs and Cha- 
rity ; being therefore without Mony at that time he 
took the beft Part of his Garinents, and put on the 
dead Pcrfon in the cuflomary manner^ then fold his 
Horfc that he rode upon, and got on the Back of an 
Ox : He had not gone two Days Journey farther but 
he faw a poor Man ready to expire with Hunger and 
Want ; he immediately alighted and killed the Ox to 
aJTifl the poor nccefTitous Wretch ; His People told 
him that he carried his Compaffion too far ; you are 
deceived, reply*d he ; to fee a Neighbour in Mifcry, 
and not to fuccour him, is to have neither Pity noi* 
Virtue ; after which he continued his Journey on footi 
and almoft without Suftenance. 
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A cbaritahle Prefence of Mind. 

ONE Day On pan returning from a ihort Jour- 
ney, and being almoft at his own Door, perceived a 
Man ftealing Chefnuts in his Park, at the fight of 
which he inftahtly turn*d back, and went half a 
League about : When he returned home the Servant 
that was with him took the liberty to ask him the 
caufe of this Circuit : It was becaufe I perceived in my 
Park, faid he, a Man in a Chefnut-tree dealing; my 
Chefnuts ; I turn'd back fuddenly that he might not 
fee me, for if he had perceived me a fudden Fear 
might have made him fall, and perhaps by that 
means he might have been dangeroufly hurt, and could 
what he ftole be worth expofing him to fuch a 
Danger ? 

Mifdry AJJipd. 

A MAN in the Diftrift of Sin^ kien had a long 
while fufFered the Hardfhips of pinching Poverty, 
and found himfelf at length reduced to a very Trifle 
of Mony, without knowing where to find means of 
Subfiftence after it was gone, fo that he and his Wife 
in defpair bought a little Rice and Arfenick, deter- 
mining to mix them together and put an end to their 
Mifery : The Rice was almoft baked, and the Arfe- 
nick was mixed therewith, when on a fudden an In- 
fpedor of that Canton entred their Houfe who had come 
a great way, and was very hungry, and being in 
hafte to go elfewhere fpcedily demanded a little Rice ; 
as they told him there was none he looked into the . 
Oven, and faw that it was almoft ready, upon which 
he made bitter Complaints that they fhould tell him a 
Falftiood for the fake of fuch a Trifle ; when the 
Mafter of the Houfe, moving gently his Hand, I was 
not willing, fai3 he to him, to give you any of this 
Rice, and then falling into Tears added the Reafon : 
At thefc Words the Ovcrfccr took the Difli, threw 

the 
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the Rice out of it, and buried it ; then comforting ' 
thefe poor People, Follow me, faid he to the Hus- 
band,. I can give you Fifty Pound of Grain ; this will 
fcrve you for fomc Days, and perhaps in that time 
you may get a fupply for the iiiture ; the poor Man 
followed the Infpe&or, and thanking him for his Cha- 
rity brought the Grain home in a Sack. 

At his Return he open'd the Sack, and found be- 
fides the Grain fifty Ounces of fine Silver ; he was 
greatly aftonifh'd at it, and when recovered from his 
Surprize, It is doubtlefs, faid he to himfelf, the Empe- 
ror's SiWq: that this Man has coUefted according to his 
Commiflion, and has forgot that he left it in the 
Sack ; if he fliould be a Debtor for this Sum to the 
Emperor it would be a troublefome Bufinefs for him : 
He has had Compaflion upon me, and I am deter- 
mined not to injure him ; upon which he returned 
ipeedily to the Infpcftor to rcftore him the Silver : 
As for me, faid the Infpeftor, I have had no Com- 
miflion to gather Mony for the Emperor, nor did I 
put the Silver into the Sack ; for where Ihould I have 
It, being fo poor as I am ? It muft needs be a parti- 
cular Favour of Heaven : It was to no purpofc for the 
Infpe<9:or to deny that the Silver belonged to him, for 
the other having found it in the Sack with the Grain 
wovild not keep it : In Ihort the Conclufion was that 
they fhould divide it between them, which proved a, 
fcafonable Afliftance to them both. 

Charity Rewarded. 

A MERCHANT of Hoei tcheou ^SLfTing near 
Kieou kiang met with a Bark that had been pillaged 
by Robbers : There was in this Bark feven Perfons 
who were well-looking People 5 the Merchant, tho* 
not rich, cloathed them all, and having given 
each a little Mony continued his Journey with- 
out asking their Names, or whence they came : The 
Year following fix of thefe fevcn unfortunate ferfon^ 

R 3 were 
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were made KiugWy and 'at the end of fevcral Years 
one of them, called Fang ouan tche^ came in quality 
of Vifitor into the Diftrift of Kia bou ; the Merchant, 
who had fucceeded ill in his Trade, found himfelf 
without Affiftance in a diftant Country, and was ibid 
for a Slave to an Officer of IGa bm : Fangj being at 
the Table at this Officer's Houfc, faw amon^ the. 
Domcfticks who ferved up Dinner the Merchant who 
had formerly done the charitable Aftion ; he called 
him to examine him a little nearer, and being well 
affured he was the fame ; Do you remember, laid he, 
the Aft of Charity which you did eight Years ago to 
ieven Pcrfons in Diftrefs ? I remember nothing of ir, 
rcply'd the Slave. How ! reply'd Fang^, don't you 
remember the feven Perfons that were ftripped in the 
Neighbourhood of Kieou kiang^ and to whom you. 
gave Mony and Cloaths ? For my part I remember it 
very well, added he, rifing from the Table and bend-? 
. ing the Knee to falute him ; I was one of them, and 
I own my Benefaftor : In ihort he obtained his Liber- 
ty, kept him fomc time at his own Houfe, gave him 
fcveral hundred Ounces of Silver, and procured more 
for him of thofe with whom he was formerly robbed : 
Thus the Merchant found himfelf in a good Condition, 
and returned to his own Country with Credit. 

A Calumny pajjed over inftlence fr{)m a Principle 

of Charity. 

LOU PANG had firft the Government of Tchang 
te^ and filled his Poft fo worthily that they raifed 
him to Vou t change a more confidcrable City : He 
paflcd by To tcbeou, which was in the Road, where 
there lay feme pieces of Wood of confiderable value 
that were drove thither by a Tempeft : The Gover- 
nor of the Place,- not knowing that the Wood be- 
longed to the Emperor, had gathered it together and 
made a Prefent of it to Fang tcbouij a great Officer, 
who paffed through that City ; he who had the care 

of 
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of this Wood, knew that Lou pang had paflcd through • 
2o tcheou much at the fame time that the Wood 
was loft, and he was accufed of haying taken it ; to 
which Lou anfwcring nothing his Silence was taken 
for a Confeffion, and as this was like to affed: his Office, 
feveral Perfons, who knew what was become of the 
Wood, offered to be Witncflb in order to difcharge 
him, and preffed him to clear the matter up : If I 
Ihould declare how the matter was, reply'd he, there 
will be two or three honeft People convifted of the 
Fauk that is imputed to me ; it will coft me nothing 
to lave them but to hold my Tongue, and lofe my 
Office ; I had rather undergo this Lois than let them 
fuffen 

The Fidelity of a Per [on in rejtoring a tUng found 
rewarded by the Recovery of a Son loft. 

A WORTHY Perfon of Myun had an only 
Son whom he was exceffively fond of; this Child wan- 
dering one Day a little diftance from the Houfe was 
carried off, and his Father fought after him in vain, 
for he was not to be found ; fome time after, as fc- 
vefal Merchants were travelling in the heat of the 
Day, they ftopp'd to reft themfelves at this Man*s 
Door, where there was a thick Shade, when one of 
them forgot a Bag of yellow Cloth that he had 
hung up behind a Door to put it out of the way, for 
it contained his whole Stock of Mony ; fometime af- 
ter the M after of the Houfe perceived the Bag, and 
not doubting but it belonged to one of thefe 1 ravel- 
lers that had ftop'd there to take a little Reft, he laid 
it up carefully till it fhould be demanded back. 

Soon after came a Man quite out of breath, who 
in a lamentable Tone told how he had left a Bag of 
Mony behind the Door : If you have it, added he to. 
the Mafter of the Houfe, I'll gladly let you have half 
of the Mony that it contains \ the Mafter, having 
taken the qeccflary Precautions to be certain that this 
t , R 4 was 
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was really the Man who owned the Bag^ reftored it 
without taking any thing : Let me know a[t leaft, 
faid the other after a great many Thanks, in what I 
can do you any ServicQ : The Mafter of the Houfe 
was fome time without making any Reply ; at length 
being prefied again, I had a Son, (aid he, that is loft ; 
I am old and have no hopes of having any more ; if 
you, who go from place to place, fhould find a young 
Child that they are willing to difpofe of, you will 
oblige nfie if you procure it for me 5 upon this they 
parted. The Merchant, ibme Months after, found 
a Man upon the Road who wanted to fell a Child 
whom he was leading by the Hand ; he was very glad 
to have wherewithal to pleafe his Bcnefaftor, fo he 
bought him and put him upon a Horie half loaden ; 
as foon as he was arrived at the Door, where he had 
formerly forgot his Bag of Mony, he immediately let 
the Child down, and while he was taking care of^^ his 
Horfes the Child went himfelf into the Houfe which he 
was well acquainted with ; the Child was likewife fbon 
known again, and his Father was not able to contain 
himfelf for Joy, infomuch that he gave the Merchant 
as good Treatment as he pofTibly could. 

An Example of Charity. 

rCHIN KON NGAN and his Wife, being 
defirous of procuring fome fmall matter from one of 
their Relations who was very poor, fent for her one 
pay to work at the Silk-Manufafture : Going by the 
Place where fhe was at work he faw her hide fome of 
the Silk with an Intent to carry it away, upon which 
he pafled on as fafl as he could, and reproached him? 
ielf for taking notice of this Theft : What art thou 

f' ping to do ? faid he to himfelf ; l might have pafled 
y another Place : His Wife, who heard him com- 
plain thus of himfelf, was curious to know the rca- 
}on, but he did not immediately make any Reply to 
her, being quite taken up with the Subjeft of his 

Afflidioni 
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* 

A fflidtion ; No, faid he once more, thou oughtcft not 
to have gone by that way : His Wife ftill preffed him 
to tell what made him fo uneafy ; It is, reply'd he, 
becaufe I faw by chance this poor Relation hiding the 
Silk with defign to fteal it y I have not taken the lead 
notice of it, but fhe will be fufbicious that 1 have 
lecn her, and tho' I went away m an inftant I per-* 
ecived the Confufion fhe was in : I had a mind 
to have compoftd her by fome mild Expreflion, but 
was afraid of adding to her Diftrefs : If I had not 
pafled that way I might have fpared her this Shame, 
and myfclf the Uneafinefs it gives me, efpccially be- 
caufe I fee no Remedy : The Remedy is very eafy, re- 
ply'd his Wife; don't afflift yourfclf any longer^ 
wait till fhe gives you an Aceoupt of her Work, and 
when I let you know fhe is thfere praife her Work 
while fhe is within hearing, and teftify that as you 
Kke it veiy well you are defirous of giving her more 
than the ufual Price : If you ufe her in this manner 
Ihe'll foon forget her Shame, and be perfuaded that 
you have not feen the Theft : Tcinn kon ngan liked 
the Expedient very well, and fo got rid of the Unea- 
finefs that the Adventure had given him. 

jf Woman was divorced by her Husband for endeavour- 
ing to feparate bm from ins Brothers^ * 

I N a Family named Zi, fix Brothers lived alto- 
gether, their little Stock and their Expences were in 
common, and there never could poffibly be a greater 
Union : The Wife of one of the younger took her 
Husband afide one Day \ We live, faid fhe, very poor- 
ly, and to continue a long while in this low Condition 
will be a great hardfhip a I have for my own fhare a little 
Mony, and therefore believe me it will be bcft to live 
by ourfelves. Li tcbong^ her Husband,- pretended to 
approve of the PropofaT: It is necefiary then, faid he, 
to make a Feafl and call our Relations together, ac- 
cording to Cuflom, to deliberate upon it : The Wife, 

whQ 
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who did not expedt to find her Husband &> eafy^ vsras 
glad to fee him fo foon gained oyer, and the Feaft 
was made ready in a. very Ihort time ; when it was 
brought in Li tcbong kneeled down in the middle of 
the Hall, and addrdTing himfclf, to his eldeft Brother's 
Wife as the Miftrefe of the Houfe : I acquaint yau, 
feid he to her, that I have a bad Wife, who endea- 
vours to pcrfuade me to forget my Blood, and to lepA- 
rate me from my Brothers, and I give you notice that 
I divorce her, a Punifhment her Fault dcfervcs : He 
inftantly executed his Defign, and the Woman j»ayed 
and wept in vain, for he fent her back to her Mother. 

Sthe ^endernefs of a Son for his aged andjick Mother. 

rCHAO tSE loft his Father while he was a 
Child ; his Mother brought him up very well, and her 
Care was not thrown away, for he had always an ex- 
tream Tendernefs and all poffiblc Regard for her ; the 
following is a Angular Example of it : One Night he 
heard at the Door a Band of Thieves ready to enter and 
pillage the Houfe, upon which he went out without cal- 
ling for help for fear of frighting his Mother, and 
fping to the Thieves foftly fpoke to them as follows : 
am willing to let you have what Mony, Grain, and- 
Qoaths are in the Houfe, even thofc of my Wife, 
and the few Jewels that Ihe has ; I fhall have no Re- 
gret for the Lofs, provided you grant me one thing, 
which is that every thing be done without Noife that 
niy good Mother, who is fick, and very old, may 
not be frightned : He fpoke this in fo tender a man- 
ner that the Thieves were moved with it, and with- 
drew ; upon which he returned back to fetch fome- 
thing to make them a Prefent of, but could not 
wcrtake them. ^ 



the' 
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The Tendernefs and^ Piety of a Son ivith regard to 

bis dead Mother. 

OUANG QUE I rUEN lived at the time where- 
in the Weftern People, poflefling thcmfclves of the 
Empire, gave rife to the Dynafty of Tfin : Through, 
Attachment to his Prince, who had juft loft the Em- 
pire and his Life, he never fat down with his Face to 
the Weft from whence the new Emperor came, whom, 
he thought it was not his duty to acknowledge: His 
Mother happening to die he fpent three Years ia 
Mourning, ihut up ip a • wretched Hut near the 
Tomb, and all his Bufinefs was to weep tenderly for 
his Parent : His Difciples afterwards made a Col- 
}edion of the fine Verfcs that he compofed upon the 
Subjedt during this fpacc of time ; thefc Verfes arc 
full of the moft lively Sentiments of Regret and 
Tendernefs : At the end of the three Years of Mourn^ 
ing he return^ to his ufual Abode, but notwithftanding, 
tie did not forget his Mother ; ft)r calling to mind tha£ 
^e was fearful of Thunder while alive, and that fhp 
defir*d to have her Son near her when it thundered,, 
whenever he faw a Storm approaching he went to thc^ 
Tomb ; and, as if his Mother could hear him Ipeak, 
faid Ibftly as he was wont while fhe lived ; Mother, 
I am here. 

Another Example. 

HAI TU lived towards the end of the Dynafty 
of Mtng ; he was in Office when his Mother died, 
and quitted his Employment, according to Cuftomn 
to go into Mourning: He was a Man that gave 
the moft remarkable Signs of Regret and Gricffbr 
the lols of his Parents, and went far beyond the ufual 
Duties appointed by the Tribunal of Rites ; he wept, 
and gave other Marks of Grief at fuch times as they 
are prefcribed, but it was in an unufual manner, and 
lafted for eight whole Years i for the Dearth, and af- 
terwards 
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terwards the Wars, which rendred dcfolate the 
vince of Chan tong his native Country, did not per- 
mit him to perform the Funeral Obfequics of his 
Mother any iooner. During this time his Tears and 
Complaints were as lively the laft Day as the firft, he 
even neglefted the moft common Precautions againfl: 
the Cold in "Winter, and the' Heat in Summer : A' 
handful of Rice boiled in Water without Salt, or 
any other Seafoning, was his Maintenance every Day. 
The Houfe that he dwelt in, and which he had not 
yet repaired, became open to the Wind on all fides^ 
and was no better a (heltef againft the fcorching Heat 
of the Sun : His Relations defired him to repair it : 
No, reply*d Haiyu, my great Bufinefs will not per- 
mit me, ^nd no other Thoughts can yet enter my 
Jloufc : I am the moft unfortunate of Mankind, and 
do not want a Houfe to be repaired for me : The 
Troubles being at length at an end, Tjai kingfong be- 
came Governor of this Country, and being informed 
of the great Example of filial Piety given by Hatyuy 
he made him large Prefents, which put him in a con- 
dition to tak^ a proper care of the Funeral Obfequics 
of his Mother. » 

irZv RefpeS and Care of a Son for bis Parents^ 

THE Father of Hia yang falling fick in the 
depth of Winter, the good Son, during the long time 
that the Diftemper lafted, would not truft the care of 
his Father to any other Perfon, but nurs*d him him- 
felf, and acquitted himfelf extreamly well, having al- 
, ways at hand the little ncfceflary Utenfils to make 
Broth, and other things for a fick Perfon : The Fa- 
ther at length dying of this Difeafe, Hia yang gave 
him a fuitable Funeral, and never failed to pay his 
Duty to, his Father before his Tablet in the fame man- 
ner as if he had been living and prefent, even fo far 
as to give him notice of every thing he undertook : 
His Mother, whofc Conftitution was infirm, being 

obliged 
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obliged to keep her Bed for three Years together, all 
the Remedies and other things that flie took were ad- 
miniftred by her Son's own Hand : Intircly taken up 
with the Grief that her Condition caufcd, he was 
infenfiblc to every thing dfe, and during thefe 
three Years did not fo much as enter once the 
Room where his Wife lay : One Night his Mother 
wiflied for certain dry Fruits called Ly^ when, not- 
withstanding that the Snow fell very fan:, and timt the 
Barriers of the Streets and Shops were all fhut, he at- 
tempted to go and pUrchafc this Fruit, and found 
means to come at the Shops where they were fold ; 
but every body being gone to Bed he kilock'd a long 
while without getting an Anfwer ; at length he fella 
weeping and lamenting fo greatly that they opened a 
Shop, where he bought what he wanted : He had a 
Son that he loved very much •, this Child having dif- 
pleafed his Uncle, a younger Brother of Hia yang 
the Uncle, naturally paffionate, beat him fo violently 
that he died of the Blows, which was a very fenfible 
Concern to Hia yang ; however the care of looking 
after his Mother, and the fear of giving her Uneafi-* 
nels, made him keep, all his Sorrow to himfclf, and' 
matter his Refentments fo far that he did not let them 
appear outwardly. 

An Example of CompaJJion for the People given 

by a Prince. 

GIN fSONG^ being yet no more than Heir ap- 
parent, faw one Day as he was on a Journey a great 
number of Men arid Women greedily gathering the 
Berries of the wildeft Herbs, upon which he ftop'd 
and demanded what they were going to do with them ? 
To eat them, reply'd they, for it has been a bad Year, 
and we have nothing elfe left : The Prince, greatly 
moved, alighted from his Horfc, entred into fome of 
the Houfes, and found them almoft empty : The few 
People that were in them were clothed in little elfe 

but 
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but Rags ; ibme had the Stove all in Ruins, and the 
Copper turn'd upfidc down, being of little or no ufc 
Is it poflible, faid the Prince, fetching a deep Sigh^ 
is it poffible the Mifery of the People can be fo g^cat, 
^ and the Emperor know nothing of the matter ? Up- 
on which he immediately gave a handfomc Sum by- 
way of Charity, and ordering the old Men of the 
Place to be fenc for, after he had informed himfelf of 
their Age, Infirmities, and Wants, ^ve them Pro vi-- 
fions from his own Table. . 

While thcfe things were doing Che^ the Treafurer-^ 
General of the Province of Chan tong^ came to meet 
the Prince to do him Honour. How ! laid the 
Prince feeing him, can yoii, who are the Paftors of 
the People, remain unmoved with their Miferies' ? I 
am very fenfible of them, reply'd Cht^ and I have 
given an Account to the Court of thofe Places where 
the Harvcft has failed, and have befought his Ma- 
jefty to forgive them the ufual Duties of the Au- 
tumn : Truly, laid the Prince, thefc poor J^eople are 
in a fine Condition to pay Duties ; the Emperor will 
certainly give them an Exemption ; but in the mean 
while open the publick Granaries, and fave the Lives 
of thcfe poor Wretches : Che propofing to diftributc 
three T^eou of Grain a Head, Give them fix, faid the 
Prince, and never be afraid of emptying the publick 
Granaries ; I will be anfwerable for it myfelf to the 
Emperor my Father, and will give him full Infor* 
matioh of the State of things in this Province* 

An Example of Severity in Military DifcipUne. 

LEOU GIN TCHENy Commander of a Body 
of Troops at Cbeou Tcbeou in troublefome times, fell 
fick thro' extraordinary Fatigues : He had a young 
Son who was prevailed upon, by fome of his Com* 
panions to take this Opportunity to pafs the Nighc 
beyond the River Hoai in breach of a publick Or- 
der denouncing Death to thofe who fhould dare to 

break 
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break it. A Ccntinel gave notice of this Proceed- 
ing, and the Commander, without Hefitation, coa- 
tdemncd his Son to be punifhed after the manner that 
was threatned : As the Father and Son were both be- 
lov'd all the OfEccrs intercceded for him, but finding 
theFathcr inflexible they imagined they could fuccced by 
means of his Wife, and therefore addrefled themfclve;^ 
to her, laying open the Danger her Son was in, which 
they thought ihe knew nothing of, and prefled her to 
ask his Life : / kve my Son tenderly^ reply*d fhe, and 
it will pierce my Heart to fee him die fo youngs and in 
fajhamefid a manner ; but on the other band^ if he is 
/pared. the Family of the Leou will be wanting in Ftde^ 
lity and Duty to their Prince ; no^ I cannot cppofe the 
Execution of the Sentence. The young Man was in r<;- 
ality cut in two, according to the Intent of the Law^ 
after which his Father and Mother took care of hi^ 
Body, and gave it publickly all ppffible Marks rf 
^hcir Tendernefs ; a Sight which drew Tears froH> thp 
Eyes of thofe very Perfons who were not concerned ^ 
the Death of the Son. 

^he Watchfulnefs of a Mother over her Children^ 

though married. 

PAO MONG FEN, and his Brother Tfu king^ 
were two of the grcateft Men of the Age ; This waj 
in fome fenfe owing to their Mother, who had loft hg- 
Husband very young, and had brought them up 
with great Care, and even with much Severity ; of 
this the following Story is an Inftance : Thefe two 
young Men, who were already married, and ma- 
naged the Affairs of their Families, one Day pre- 
vailed with a Man of their Acquaintance to dine with 
them ; the Mother, according to Cuftom, informed 
hcrfelf by means of a faithful Domeftick who this 
Man was that her Sons had invited, and what was 
their Difcourfe during the time of their JRepaft : It is 
fuch a one, faid the Domeftick, and they talked of 

nothing 
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nothing but a Girl who was very handfome, and 
this Gentleman infinuated to your Sons that one of 
them might purchafe her for a Concubine : The good 
Mother, enraged at this Account^ called her two Son^ 
and gave them a fevefe Reprimand : Such a Ptrjbn^ 
wbofe Company you frequent <^ faid (he to them, has an 
envenomed Tongue^ and is good for nothing hut to lead 
you afiray. Are there no wife and virtuous Perfons in 
your Neighbourhood ? Why do you go near fucb a pro-^ 
fligate as this ? What Difcourfe had you while you were 
at the Table ? Inftead of entertaining yourfelves with 
Learning and Virtue^ all your Talk bad a tendency 
to corrupt the Heart. Know that I am not in a humour 
to fuffer you to go on in fo bad a Road without oppojing 
it with all my might : Then fhe immediately with- 
drew^ and was a Month without fpeaking one word to 
her Sons. The youngeft was fo much afflided wkh the 
Mother's Silence^ that he went regularly twice a Day 
to proftrate himfelf at her Feet, to ask her Pardon, 
and to beftech her to fpeak one fingle word : The 
eldeft, tho* not quite fo tender, was fo far moved as 
to fhtd abundance of -Tears, and conjured his Mo- 
ther to reftore them to her Favour: However a 
Pardon was not granted till they had often promiied 
they would have no future Correlpondence with the 
Perfon in quefl:ion> nor any that pofiefs'd fucb bad 
Qualities. 
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DIALOGUE 

PFberein Tchin, a modern Chinefe Thikfopber^ 
declares hh Opinion concerning the Origin and 
State of the World* 

T N a certain delightful Place, wherein appeared fe- 
veral fine Country-Houfcs as it were in Perfpedtivc,* 
a curious green, Arbor was formed in which fe veral 
Perfons were affcmbled to enjoy the cool Breezes, and 
Entertain each other during the Heats of the Summer : 
Chance conducted a Stranger thither, whom they in- 
vited to fit down; and as they judged him likjely ta 
contribute to the Pleafure of Converfation, they rc- 
quefted him to make a few Days ftay with them, and 
to comply with the carneft Defire they had to hear his 
Difcourfc : This he confented to without any difEcul-^: 
ty, and foon drew together a crowd of Auditors, 
who received high Satisfaftion from the free and live-^; 
ly mahner wherewith he treated feveral Points of Hi-^ 
ftory and Morality* 

The Fame of thefe Aflemblies foon reached the 
adjacent Towns, whereupon a Man of Letters in the 
neighbouring City, defirous of aflifting at them, came 
t6 the Place in which they were kept, where he found 
a great number of Perfons aflfembled : As he enter'd 
the Arbor one of the Company, who perceived him, 
rofc up, and approaching the Stranger who fat in the 
honourable Place ; Sir, faid he in his Ear, this vene- 
rable Pcrfon who is come hither is very famous for* 
his profound Erudition, and his Name is ^chin vou 

Vol. III. S koueii 
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kouei: He is a brisk lively Man, conceited of his 
own Opinions, and who in a Difpute will not yield 
to the moft learned in the Empire j he has fpent his 
whole Life in Study, and there are no Books but what 
he has read ; if he once begins to difcourfe of the 
Doftrine of Heaven and Earth, his Mouth is like an 
inexbauftible River chat glides fwiftly along its Chan- 
nel : I cannot imagine what could induce fo great a 
Pcrfpn to come here. 

At the fame moment the Philofpher entred, gnd 
looking round at the Aflembly, faluted them with a 
gracious Air, moving his Hands in a refpeftful man- 
ner. I am informed. Gentlemen, faid .he, that there 
•Tc Aflfemblies held here wherein a Man of Learning, 
whom I ihould bf glad to call Friend, entertains the 
Company, and I prefumed he would not be againft 
giving me leave to profit by his Knowledge. 

At this Harangue the whole Aflembly looked upon 
each other with fome Surprize ; for the Stranger had 
but a oKxkrate Capacity, all his Merit confiding in 
the agreeable manner he had of relating Hiftorical 
Fads : The reft were Men of no Learning, but Fol- 
lowers of the Se6i of F9 or Laoy and very fond of 
their Idol$. 

We arc only aflcmbled here, r^ply'd the Stranger, 
to pafs a few Hours in Dilcouries more proper to re- 
create the Mind than inftrud it ; and you knbw that 
thefe Difcourfes commonly turn upon the Hiftory of 
the Times, or popular Morality, and fuch fort of 
Converfation cannot be agroeable to the Ears of one io 
learned as you are. 

Sage old Man, reply'd the Philofopher, it is your 
Modefly that makes you talk in this manner, and you 
feem to have too advantageous an Opinion of me : 
To fay the truth I have fpent all my time in Study, 
and even own that I have acquired fome fhare of 
Knowledge, but this very Knowledge is an occafion 
of Concern to me, when I think it is not poflible to 

bring 



China, Chinese-Tartary, ^c. 259 

bring into vogue at Court either the great Dodlrine 
of TaOi Chuttj &c. or the wife Inftrudions of lb 
many iJIuflxious Men of thefe later times of the Tcheou^ 
the TcbiHf the Tcbang^ and the Tcbu. I am uneafy 
to find that thefe Inftrudions are not relifh'd by my 
Friends who poflcfs the chief Places in the Govern- 
ment of the State, but on the contrary that the falfe 
Sefts over-run the Empire 5 every body is fond of thefe 
Seducers, there is nothing but Corruption and Dark- 
ncis, and the true Seft of the Leamai is as it were bu- 
ried in fhamcful Oblivion. 

How happy are we, reply'd the Stranger, that a 
Perfon of your Reputation and Merit is fo ready to 
comply with our Defu-e of hearing you ! Condefcend 
then to fit down here, and honour us with your learn- 
ed Inftruftions : A great Soul, like yours, which at- 
tempts the Reformation of the World, (hould be al- 
ways willing to communicate its Difcoveries, and our 
Minds, confined as they are, cannot refill the Truths 
which will flow fi*om your Tongue. 

I am very ready, reply'd the Philofopher, but fear 
I Aall fall fhort of your Expeditions : At the fame 
time he faluted the Company, and lat down in the ho- 
nourable Place which was appointed him : Upon what 
Subjed, faid he, fhall I entertain you ? We are de- 
firous, faid the Stranger in the name of the reft, to 
be inftruiSled in what was previous to the Heavens andi 
the Earth. 

I confcnt to it, reply'd the Philofopher in a grave 
tone of Voice, and therefore liften to what I (hall lay : 
Before the Heavens and the Earth were yet formal^ . 
there was nothing but a confus'd Chaos in the midft 
of an immcnfc Void : This Chaos was infinite and 
boundlefs ; that which was fubtile and fpirituous in this 
indefinite Mafs, being as it were the Form [Li ki] and 
the Soul of [Tai ki] the firft and fupreme State of the 
Univerfe, was nothing elle but the Principle of the 
Heavens and the Earth, the Bud which has difclofed 

S 2 them i 
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them ; by this means an infinite number of Beings 
have exifted. In fhort every thing that appeared ought 
to be placed in the Rank oi Produftions whofe Springs 
are aftonifhing. The World having once gained all 
its Parts thefe fort of Produftions, which in a man- 
ner efcape our Senfes, are very uncommon; for we 
generally fee that the Species are continued by ordinary 
and fenfible Methods ; an Example will exprefi my 
Thoughts much clearer. 

Wood produces Worms within itfelf, and the Body 
of Man engenders Vermin ; thefe kind of Produftions 
are of thofe fort we call wonderful, and whofe man- 
ner of Generation we are ignorant of: If upon the Bo- 
dy of Man there were not found the fpirituous Parti- 
cles of Sweat, and likewife in the Wood when it is 
corrupted, what could be the Origin of thefe Infcits ? 
Let us fay the fame in proportion, that what is found 
of a more fubtile and vivifying nature in the Tat kiy in 
the Supreme Indefinite, which immediately preceded 
all definite Beings, was as it were the Bud from 
whence the Heavens and the Earth were produced. 

But I Ihall give you a more particular Explanation 
of it. 

I. The Particles Tang, as the moft pure, moft fub- 
tile, and moft light, efcape, rife up, flutter about, and 
embrace the reft. 2. The Particles Tn lefs pure, and 
by confequcnce more heavy, precipitate themfelves, 
and by that means unite together in the middle. 3. All 
^ that which encompafles whatever is vifible are Parti- 

cles of the Univerfe, fo very fmall that they have no 
fenfible Figure, that is Hiu ki. 

But how do you underftand that Tang^ that is the 
more fubtile Particles of Tn^ or the more grofs Parti- 
cles, fhould be fcparated fi-om what you call Tai ki^ 
and that this Separation being made it fliould form a 
Sun, Moon, and all the Stars ? 

rU explain the Matter to you, reply'd the Philofo- 
pher : The fineft of the Tang^ or a CoUeftion of the 

more 
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more fubtile Particles, formed the Sun ^ the lefs grois 
of ^he Ihy or grofs Particles, compofed in their turn 
the Moon 5 the Stars were formed of the fame, took 
their Place, and made their Revolutions in the Hea- 
vens, after which all thefe things became vifible, be- 
caufc thenceforward they had their determinate Fi-. 
gure. 

The Th on its fide being united together, and the 
grofs Particles being lii^ked one in another, formed 
the Earth which is placed in the middle of the im- 
menfe Void : A little after the Earth had in its Bo- 
ibm, and on its Superficies, all the Elements, as Fire, 
Wood^ 6ff. arid in Ihort all the reft of the Beings 
here below, which having every one their particular 
Configuration, were eafily diftinguilhed : Obfcrve this 
Comparifon, which will explain what I have been fay- 
ing ; the Air which we fuck in without ceafing, and 
which we expire, when it is fent forth is rarified and- 
dilated ; it has likewife fome degree of heat, and muil 
be referred to the Tang ; this fame Air, when by In- 
ipiration it enters into our Lungs, is condenfed, and 
fo has fomething of the coldnefs wh^ch it ought to 
bring, and is by that means of the Nature of Tn. 

Let us return to the firft Combinations of the 
World : Thefe kind of Corpufcles, which make jthat 
which is called Tn^ being joined and united to each 
other, the Earth and the Water are formed of it, and 
the five Elements have their Exiftence. The Tang^ 
and the fmalleft Atoms, remain fufpendcd and fur- 
rounded, all the inadbive Mafs of it fluttering and circu- 
lating round about it without ceafing : A Hen's Egg 
may give us a flight Notion hereof; may not the 
Earth be faid to be the Yolk of the Egg, which is 
fufpcnded and fixed in the middle, where it is im- 
moveable ? May not the Heavens be looked upon as 
the White, which embraces the Part in the middle, , 
furrounds it, and moving about continues in the 

S3 fame 
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fame condition, without changing the Place of the 
Yolk. 

The Motion of the Heavens is likcwife conftant and 
durable j that fubtile and fluid Matter moves and cir- 
culates without ceafing ; and by this Motion proper 
to itfelf caufes the variety of Seafons, and forms the 
Winds, Clouds, Thunder and Rain. 

The Produftion of Mankind and other Beings 
came afterwards, ancj all the Univerfc was then in a 
State of Perfeftion : In (hort all that one can imagine 
of what is lively, fpiritual and excellent in the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, becoming united and joining tio- 
gether in the higheft degree of Perfedion ^ffible, has 
given a wonderful Birth to thefe extraordinary Men, 
who in their turn have endeavoured after the Exalta- 
tion of Nature. 

But to explain this matter more particularly, i . The 
Heavens encompafs and furround the Earth, moving 
from the left to the right ; there are two fixed Poles, 
one in the North, the other in the Sooth \ there is 
neither, properly fpcaking, true Eaft nor true Wefk j 
t nor yet is there any thing in a proper fenfe high or 

low. 

2. The Space that the Sun meafures in the Heavens 
diftinguilhesthe Hours ; when it is exaftly in the South 
Point, then it is Noon -, when exaftly North, it ]& 
midnight ; and fo of the reft. 

The Sun is pure Yartg \ it began to take its courfe 
from the Hour of Midnight, and comes to us ; when 
it rifes every thing in the Univerfc, depending upon 
Tang^ ferments and refumes frefli Vigour : From Noon 
it begins to decline, then every thing of the nature of 
Tang grows weak, and on the contrary that which 
belongs to Yn gains new Strength. 

But, faid one ©f the Auditors, if the Heaven is a 
fluid and light Body, in what Place will you fix die 
Deity To bang ta ti ? if the Earth is only tn Aflem- 

blagc 
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Wage of grols and heavy PaitfclcB, where will be the 
Abode of * Ten vang ? Where do the spirits lodge 
that are the Executioners of Juftice ? In ftiort Trherc 
will you place Hell ? 

You may be certain^ reply 'd the Philofopher, that 
the Heaven is a Subftance very fine and lights which 
is continually in motion : Confider then if it is capa- 
ble of retaining aAy heavy thing ; it can fupport no- 
thing but what is of the fame nature; how then cto 
the Deities have a Habitation there fuch as you repre- 
fcnt them ? In the Day-time a clear Sky rolls over 
our Heads, the dark Sky advances by little and little, 
bringing Night along with it ; the Day afterwards ap- 
pears again, and this Motion is conftant and regular : 
Suppofe then that To hoang^ and his Train of inferior 
Gods, had a Palace in the Sky, thefe Gods muft be 
carried along conftantly with the Sky, and make a 
great number of Circumvolutions, which ieems very 
abfurd. 

Let us come now to the Earth : It is, beyond all 
queftion, an enormous Mafs, a compofition of Wa- 
ter, Dirt, Clay and Stones, which are heaped and 
kept together by their own proper weight. If you 
affign a Lodging tb Ten vang and his Train in this . 
Place, the Court of this infernal God muft then be in 
^ the midft of this Heap of Water and Dirt : Don't 
you fee that thefe things are nothing but pure Inven- 
tions ? Let us pafs by the Deities then, reply'd one 
of the Aflembly, becaufe you are too much preju- 
diced againft them : But what are become of thofc 
great, tnofe extraordinary Men, of whom you have 
Ipoken in fuch pompous Terms, and have rendered 
equal to Heaven and Earth ? If therefore the Heaven 
. and Earth are real and fubfift, thefe Heroes of Anti- 
quity ought to fubfift like wife ; for we are not to fup- 
pofe, according to your own Principles, that a Fo hiy 

* This is the PlutQ of the Chinefc Idolaters that worjbif Eo. 
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a Hoang ti, a Tao^ a Confucius^ tcafc to cxift wheq 
they ceafe to appear here below ? 

You arc to undcrftand, . replyM the Philofopher, 
that before thefe Sages were born among us the Li an4 
the Ki, the two Parts of which they are composed, 
were pre-cxiftent in the Heaven and Eart^ : The iame 
moment that a great Man is formed this Li and Ki 
arc united together, and it is from this Union that he 
takes his Rife ; when he dies his Gifts, fine Qualities, 
Perfe6tions and Doftrine, become the Admiration and 
Standard .of future Ages; they continue to fubfift, 
^nd their duration is equal to that of Heaven and. 
Earth : To fay the truth the Body of a Sage is de? 
ftroy'd, but his Liy which diftinguiftics him from the 
reft of the World, that noble Part of himfelf, goes 
to be reunited to the Heaven and Earth as it was be- 
fore ; and as it may be truly faid that the Heaven and 
Earth are eternal, there is like wife ground to fay that 
real Sages exift for ever. 

The fame Perfon whohad juft been fpeaking to the 
Philofopher made this Reply : You acknowledge that 
Confucius is a real Sage, and yet Tradition informs us 
that he went ^o confult the illuftrious Lao kiun * : It 
appears by this ftep that Confucius was afraid of Death » 
and wanted to learn the Secret of Inmiortality. 

' Don't talk to me of your Lao tfe^ reply'd the Phi- 
lofopher, I look pn him as no other than a common.. 
Perfon, notwithftanding his ridiculous Pretence of ma- 
king himfelf immortal : What a fweet Doftrine has 
he left behind him, that teaches nothing but Indolence 
and Inaftivity ? Pll cite but one Place from the In- 
ft ructions he gave his Dilciples : Conftder my Tongue y 
laid he to them, does not it fuhjijl while it remains foft 
and flexible ? On the contrary^ is not that which dejiroys 
our Te^th their own Hardnefs ? What do you think 
0f this fine Reafoning ? Nature, in the Production of 
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^Jie Univcrfe, has made foft what ought to be foft, 
and hard what ought to be hard : Suppofe that thefe 
Teeth, which adorn the Mouth, were loft and flexible 
like the Tongue, could one then take Nourifhment if 
it was tvcv fo litde hard, fuch as the Qrains of Rice' 
boiled in Water, which is our ordinary Aliment?, 
And, if we were not in a condition to take this Food, 
would it be poflible to live feveral Ages, as they make 
us vainly hope ? Thefe are idle and chimerical J^o- 
tions. 

Let us apply this fine Principle of Lao tfe^ who! 
would have every thing foft ; let us apply it to Natu- 
ral Philofophy and Morality : We divide the Metals, 
into five kinds, according to their colour 5 if you tell, 
me that Gold and Silver, which are io much valued, 
are naturally foft, becaufe the Toys that are made 
therewith are cafily wrought, I anfwer that thefe Me- 
tals ought not to be in fuch great eileem with reipeS; 
to the ufe they have in Life ; for after all they ar^. 
good for nothing but to make Veflels and Ornaments 
of litde ufe ; when Iron, which is of the lo weft Rank 
among Metals, ferves by its hard Property to open 
the Furrows which fumilh us with Grain, ^and flipmies 
us with the Neceflaries of Life : The hardnels 01 Iron 
renders it neceflary for feveral other ufes, to prepaie 
fop inftance the Food, which we could not make ufe of 
without its Affiftance, to make Weapons of, which 
by putting an end to War arc the caufe of Peace and 
Plenty to the Nation, and which terrify or extirpate 
Robbers, and fccure the publick Safety. 

Let us come to Morality : Thofc fond and languilh- 
ing Paflions for the Female Sex, don't they come 
from a foft and effeminate Heart? If Women had 
any Courage or Steadincfs, durft we take the leaft li- 
berty in their Pr«fence ? There would be no coming 
near them but as we do Fire, with which no Man 
plays without danger : Our T kingj that precious Gift 
of Fo biy greatly exalts the Charafter Kangy that is to. 

fay 
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Wdl ! what do you think. Sir, of the Doftrine of 
Fo^ which has been brought to us out of the Eaft, 
cried out thofe of the Affembly who adhered to the 
Worlbip of this Idol ? 

Fo, reply*d the Philofbpher, is another Enthufiaft, 
who has hkewifc pretended to make himfclf immor- 
tal : According to him the whole World is a mere 
Vacuum with nothing real in it : Agreeable to which 
fine Principle we ought to think of nothing but to 
empty the Heart of all things, that is of all Af- 
fedtions, and we ihould even forget ourfelves as tho* 
we had no Exiftence : We have Eyes and Ears, and 
yet we muft neither fee nor hear any thing ; thefe Or- 
g^s ought to be void of every Objeft, for that is 
their Pcrfedion : We have Mouths, Hands, and Feet, 
and yet all thefe Members fliould be inadlive : His 
great Pretence is that the wonderful Ternary of the 
ffmg^ the Kiy the Cbin^ that is the Fine, the Subtile, 
the Spiritual, comes to its greateft Perfcftion when it 
is united and makes but one: As for the Soul, its Du- 
ration, fays he, is infinite and never dies. 

Don't you fee that this fine Doftrine of annihilating 
ones felf, and deftroying the Univerfc, ends in an ex- 
peftation .of a chimerical Immortality, and in defiring 
that which cannot be obtained : They would fcize upon 
and appropriate the vivifying Virtue of Heaven ; 
they deny the Reftoration of Heaven and Earth from 
thence, arid pretend by that to attain the pure Vacuum. 

But perhaps, continued he, you are ignorant of the 
Hiftory of this Enthufiaft : His Mother formerly faw 
in a Dream a great white Elephant, and at the fame, 
inftant fhe perceived herfelf with child j it grew larger 
every Day in a very fenfible manner, and at length 
could not be born but at the expence of the Mother's 
Life : *Twas thus the Monfter cajcne into the World, 
who was deftin'd to turn it upfide down, and deferves. 
to be placed among the deadly Plagues of Human 
Kace : Is it becaufe he killed his Mother at his Birth 
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^hat the idolatrous People faft, make Proceffions, and 
perform a hundred other things of the fame nature to 
obtain all kinds of Happinefs for their Mothers ? 
Can it be imagined that this jR?, who could not (avc 
his own Mother, is able to proteft another ? 

Let us proceed : He lived in a Kingdom 'weftward 
of this Empire, where he was at the fame time a 
liipreme Magiftrate, both in Temporals and Spirituals, 
that is a King and Head of his Religion : He had a 
Queen and a Concubine of very great Beauty, both 
of whom he made Divinities : His Kingdom abound- 
ed with Gold, Silver, Merchandifes, and elpccially 
precious Stones : But tho* it was rich and fruitful the 
Extent of it was fmall, and its Inhabitants had nei- 
ther Strength nor Courage ; on the contrary the Peo- 
ple of the different Kingdoms, wherewith it was fur- 
rounded, were ftrong, aftive, and breathed nothing 
but Blood and Slaughter, inibmuch that the Domi- 
nions of Fo Were fubjedl to frequent Invafions : Fa- 
tigued with fo many Infults, which he was not able to 
refifl, he abdicated his Kingdom, and embraced a Ib- 
litary Life : He then applied himfelf to exhort the 
People to the praftice of Virtue, and propagated the 
Doftrine which he had invented concerning the TranC- 
migration of Souls, making them pals and repaft from 
one Body into another ; yet |ie obfervcd a certain Or- 
der by which Virtue was rewarded, apd Vice punifh- 
ed : He bewitched the neighbouring People with thefe 
fond Imaginations, and lys Defign was to intimidate 
his Perfccutors, and to perfuade them, if they conti- 
nued to ravage his Dominions, they fhould after this 
Life be changed into Dogs, Horfes, and even Beafts 
of Prey. 

During the fpace of twelve Years, in which he pro-r 
pagated his Doftrine, he drew after him a prodigious 
number of ignorant People, whofe Brain he had quite 
turned: With their Afliftance he reafcended his 
Throne, became very powerful, and marrying again * 

had 
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had a numerous I floe : Such was the Fruit of his Cod- 
trivances^ and while he taught his Difgiples the Va- 
nity and Emptinefs of all earthly Pofleifions, he ear- 
neftly purfued them himielf^ and procured as many ^s 
he poffibly could. 

In *ihort you are not to judge that the Dodxine of 
Fo is excellent, becaule it has gained fo great a foot- 
ing in this Empire ; it has acquired a Repi^tation for 
lio other reaibn but becaule tqe Dodtrine of our an- 
cient Sages was almc^ oxtinguiih'd : The Ignorance 
and Corruption of Mankind have given a rife to the 
moft grofs Errors ; they negleftcd the admu^ble Lef- 
fons of Tao^ Chun^ and Confucius^ and could reliih 
nothing elfe but the Religion of Fo : This Se£i: pre- 
icribes nothing but a few idle Prayers in order for the 
Attainment of Happinefs, and a State of Serenity -, 
whereas our Sages exhort us to fubdue our Fadions, to 
r^ulate our IMires, and to perfc^-m our Duty, which 
is a very difficult Task. 

. This Diicourfe exafperated a great many of the 
Auditors : It is to no purpole to fay this, cried one 
of them, every thing is empty in the vifiblc World ; 
the Xangj the Spirit, is only immortal ; The great 
Do&rine of Fo and Tao fwallows up all in nothing ; 
there is nothing but the Soul is exempted, which will 
exift and live for ever : Who does not perceive that 
it is Prejudice, and the Spirit of Partiality, that has 
caqied you to declaim againft this Doctrine ? and 
that which you have juft laid down concerning 
the Syftem of the World, )ias it any better Founda- 
tion ? 

Nothing could poBtbly have been faid that would 
have given more diftafte to the Philofopher, and it 
was impoflihle for him to conceal the Emotion it had 
occafioned. Your Lao- tfe^ reply'd he, railing his 
Voice, muft needs* have been greatly in love with 
Life, fince he fought after fo many .Methods of pro- 
loi^g it, and yet he coukl not go beyond a hun- 
dred 
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4rc(J Year? ; but he flattered himfelf that his Tang^ his 
vivifying Spirit, fhould never be extinft. Was not 
JFa tfe equally fond of Life ? however he attained 
Cxty-three Years, and no more 5 but he was perfuadecl 
that his Soul, which was properly hitnfelf, ihould 
cxift for ever. 

The life of all Mankind here below has a fixed 
Term ; but Lao and Fq have ridiculoufly imagined 
that thcY were the only privileged Perfons, that every 
thing tnat has appeared, and will appear upon the 
Earth, will return to nothing ; but as for them they 
are to be immortal ; and bcfidcs what was feen of 
them with the bare Eye they had an intelligent Spi- 
rit, the true Principle gf Life : Thus we find in the 
Doctrine of thefe SeAs this unintelligible Language, 
Fo cinyy Chin euU Teau fan ftangi that is, accordmg 
to the Seft of Foy the Body w* Fo^ the Trunk or 
Subftanee is one, but it hath three Images, Laa cbiy^ 
Cbin euly Fuenfaa tftn^^ that is, according to the Re* 
li^on of Laoy the Body of Lopy the Trunk, the 
Subftance is one, but is. divided into three Purities. 

Thefe Scjdbaries, to nuke themfelves underftood^ 
have recourfe to ConTiparifons ; a Branch of an Elder- 
tree, planted in the Earth, leaves at length a Quintef- 
fence of the nature of the. Elder-tree \ a Fox dying in 
his Hole, leaves bdxind him the vivifying Spirits 
wherewith he was animated. It is thus they pretend 
that after the Death of their Mafter there was left 
fomeihing of Jiis Person, . which was born agab in this 
lower World. 

Thefe Vifions, as you may perceive, place Laa wA 
Fo in the rank pf Trees and B^fts ; but as tfee extra- 
vagant Notions of the Sc6t of Fq have infatuated ai) 
infinite number of People, it is necefikry that I fiiould 
enter into a more exai^b Detail of thenpi. 

I. In the Book of the Difciples of Fo^ intided the 
Utility of the Houft^ it is laid that the Body is. our Ha^ 
bitation^ that the Soul is an invQortal Gufi0: who there 
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abides, and like a Traveller pafles from one Inn ttf 
another ; that a Child is nourifh*d with its Mother's 
Milk in the fame manner that the Inhabitants of a 
Country drink of the Stream wherewith it is watered : 
Befides the dead Bodies of our Parents are nothing but 
a Lodging, and it is natural to look upon them with 
the fame contempt as a heap of Wood and Stones dc- 
ligned for the building of a Houle : Has not this a 
tendency to deftroy in our Hearts that reverential Lx>ve 
which is due to our Parents ? Does it not ftifle thofe 
Sentiments which unite us fo ftriftly with thetn, as 
being nothing but the Participation of the fame cele- 
ftial and vivifying Subflance. 

2. The fame Book, which reprefents our Bodies as 
a mere Habitation where we taike up our Lodging, 
has a tendency to a Negligence of them, and to rcfufe 
them the Affeftion and Compaffion fo neceflary for* 
their Prefervation : It is this that inclines the Difciples 
of Fo^ who have no relifh for the prefent Life, to 
fcek the means of procuring a better as foon as ^ffi- 
blc : There are fome who go on Pilgrimage to Pa- 
gods fituate on the Top of fleep Rocks, and who af- 
ter they have ended their Prayers, as if they were fure 
of being heard, cafl themfelves down into a dreadful 
Abyfs ; others are lavifli of their Lives in giving 
themfelves up to the mofl fhamcful ExcefTes ; others, 
who meet with Obflacles to their unworthy Paffions, 
go together to hang or drown themfelves, that when 
they rife again they may become Husband and Wife r 
Thefe are the fatal Confcquences of that fenfelefsi ^ 
Doftrine of the Tranfmigration of Souls. 

3. Being accuflom'd to look upon the Body as a 
kind of an Inn it is natural to forget the Eftecm, . 
Refpeft, and Regard which they ought to have for it ! 
On this account Women and Maids, who are greatly 
devoted to Fo^ are eafily feduced by the Bonzes and T^ao 
fsee^ a fort of People very skilful in amorous In- 
trigues s they affirm that the Body, which we only 

pafs 
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p^fs through, is nothing but a contemptible Cottage, 
which we ought not to give ourfelves much trouble 
about : They infinuate that many of the Female Sex, 
when they grant the Favours required of them, have 
had communication with Fo without :kiiowing it : At 
prefent, continue they, you are the weak and more 
ignoble Sexj but we gividf^you-foU^flUrance that whca 
you rife again you fhall become. ftl^a. It often hap- 
pens that Ladies, and youngi (^k >f an excellent 
Diipofition, and of diftinguifti*d Families,.. are:di{hQf- 
noured by tliefe Dregs of Mankind, and at length 
go fo far under fuch Mailers as to renounce all Shame ; 
They are not contented with one or two private In- 
trigues, but they make a Trade of Libcrtinifm, which 
is as durable as Life ; fuch is this abominable Doftrine 
that covers many of the bed Families with .Dif- 
honour, 

4. Thofe who give into thefe ridiculous Chimeras 
affirm, than the Good or Evil of the prefent Life is 
<kfigned as a Reward or Punilhnient for what was 
•done in a pre-exiftent State, and fo think they h^ve 
-Authority given them by this fine Principle to aban- 
doo themfclves to Debauchery, and feize the PojQeC- 
fions of other Perfons with Impunity : You muft un- 
d^and, they will fay. That we only refume what be- 
longs to us, for Ve are very certain that you owed 
fuch a Sum in a former Being. 

A Libertine who lays Snares for a young Girl, if 
he knows flie is attached to the Worfhip of Fo^ will 
fay to her. Don't you remember that before you were 
born again you promifed to marry me ? Your hafty 
Death deprived me of the Right which I ^at prefent 
demand ; from thence proceeds the favourable Dif- 
pofition of our Hearts, and the agreeable Opportu- 
nity we now enjoy. You may perceive that this mon- 
ftrous Dodbine ferves as a Veil to hide the moll fla- ' 
grant Wickednefs, and moft fhameful Diforder$, 
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5. The Scdarics of Fo are perfuaded that they may 
give themfelves up to the moft criminal Adions with 
Impunity, and that provided they bum a little In- 
cenfe in- the Night-time, or repeat two or three 
Prayers before the Idol, their Crimes are not only 
done away, but they are under his FroteAion, and 
cannot be overtaken by Jtiilice ; one fingle Inltance 
will make this plain. 

A Thief found means to get into the Imperial Pa- 
lace, but was difcovcred and feized by the Officers in 
waiting \ when they had throughly fcarch'd him they 
ftript him of his Clothes, and found his Body quite 
covered with Papers filled with the Tesas of Fo : He 
had got it into his Head that thefe Papers would pre- 
vent his Difcovery, and that he might follow his Trade 
of Theft with Impunity, or at kaft that he might find 
means to efcape. 

6. The Devotees of this Scft are intirely taken up 
With the Pilgrimages that they make to certain Moun- 
tains, living very fparingly that they may be aWe to 
furnifh themfelves wkh Perfiimes to burn before thefe 

' Idols ; they are infenfible to the Ncceffities of a Fa- 
ther or Mother fuffering from Cold or Hunger, or 
for want of Clothes and Food ; their only care is to a- 
mafs wherewithal to make a rich Frame before the 
Altar of Fo and other ftrange Deities, abandoning 
their Relations, and leaving their Ancdlbrs without 
granting a ^fe tang*. Muft not this infpire one with 
Horror for a Do6b"ine which buries in oblivion our dc- 
ceafed Relations, and deprives them of Afliftancc 
while they are yet living ? 

7. How many dio^we fee among the Vulgar, who 
believe every thing which is faid concerning their Pa- 
gods built in the moft.folitary and inacceffible Places? 
They make no doubt but they are an Afylum for Vir- 



* A common Hall 'wherein they fay Honours to Perfins deciafed of 
the fame Family. 
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the ahd Innocence ; even many find an Inclination to 
pafs their Lives in thefe forts of Retreats, that they 
liiay imitate Fo in his folitary Life : You will fee thenl 
all on a fudden rendiince their Wives, Children, and 
Pofleffions; what monftrous Foll^ is this? Do not 
they know that their Bodies are compofed bf Flefli,* 
Blood, Bones, and Animal Spirits ? Do they think 
to become as infenfible as a log lof Wood, or a piece: 
of Stone ? Do they think they fhall no longer feel the 
Paffions fo natural to Mankind ? All thefe pompous 
Exhortations of Fo and Lao upon Emptinefs and Va- 
cuity, ujJon the Perfeftion arifing from an abfolute 
Refignation of all Enjoyments, arc fo many Snares 
which have caught a great number of Peoplfci who 
thought they could really put thefe Leflbns in pradice ; 
but they foon found, to their coft, they were im- 
prafticable : The Empire of the Conftitution has made 
itfelf felt, the Paffions fo greatly reftrain'd have be- 
come more untraftablej and led theth into the moft 
cnwmous Excelles : To educate Youth of both Sexes 
CO fatisfy his Brutality^ to folicite and feduce virtuous 
Ladies, to debafe themfelves to the mnk of Beafts,- 
and to glory in this Abafement^ and in fhort to re- 
nounce all Reafon and Shame, are the Confequencci of 
being fedilced by this excellent Doftrin6. ' 

8. How many other Perfons hstve We feen^ who, be- 
ing infatuated with plaufible Difepurfes upon Vacuity^ 
have negledted all the Duties of Social Life, and have: 
been wholly taken up in purfuing the Happincfs yrhich 
they cxpeft in the Life to come ? ^ ' 

This Seduftion is not confined t6 iht Vulgar only; 
for it his nladc iti H«ray evert into the Palacei of 
Princes: If Rebels have flocked together, formed an 
Army, andbefieged the Capital City-, if Biarbariqins havd 
fentrfcd the Empire and rendrcd it tributary, thefe 
Misfortunes have happened thro' the Princes ftufHng 
their Heads with the Njfaxims bf Lao and Fo^ and by 
that m^nsrendring themfelves incapable of governing 
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their Dominions ? Was not Leang ou ti reduced to die 
of Famine at Tai Uhing ? Was not Hoei tfong carried 
away captive into the fandy Defarts of 'Hartary ? Did 
not Hiuen tfong ihamefully fly into the Mountains of 
Se tchuen ? and what Mil'cry did he not there under- 
go ? It is thus that thefe falfe Sefts have fooled our 
Emperors, and brought the Empire within a litde of 
its Ruin. 

. 9. Amorg the Dreams of the Miniiters of the Sedt 
of Fo and Tao^ wherewith they amufc the Minds of 
the credulous, one Stratagem ought not to be omitted, 
which they often make ufe of: When they initiate 
any Perlbn into their Myfteries, they oblige him to 
look into a Veflel of Water, where he fees himfelf as 
he is in his prefent condition ; they then make him 
look a fecond time, and he appears fuch as he fhall 
be when he paffes from this Life into another, upon 
fuppofition that he faithfully adheres to their Deides : 
It happens, by means of this magical Secret, that a 
rich Man beholds himfelf in the fhape of a fick Pcrfon, 
or a common Beggar, in want of all things> and up- 
on this he takes a Reibludon to confecrate all his Pof- 
feflions t;o the Idol-Temples : After this good Work 
is over they prevail upon him to look the fecond 
time into the VelTel of Water, and then he fees him- 
felf in the Habit of a King, or General of an Army, 
or Prime-Minifter of State ; if it is a Maid fhe be- 
holds herfelf adorned with the Robes and Jewels of an 
Emprefs, Queen, or favourite Mifl:refs of a Prince, 
and fuch fhall be their happy condition when they en- 
ter up9n a new Being. 

It is by thefe kind of Inchantments that they put the 
Spirit in agitation, and cunningly difpofe them to Re- 
bellion ; they run and take Arms, freely engage in 
Battle, and plunder Towns and Cities : It was by 
fuch like. Methods that, under the Dynafly, of Han^ 
two Rebels caufed great Difafters, which were re- 
newed under the Dyiiafty of Tuen s and more , Jatcly 
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under the Reign of the Ming, by other Ringleaders 
among the Rebels, who ought to be loQked upon as 
publick Fefts, becaufc they occafion'd the Death of fe- 
veral Millions of. Men : There have been Monfters in 
Nature, who could never be fufficiently punifhed, 
that have boafted of their Crimes even under the 
Executioner's Ax, and have cried out, certainly from 
fomc remainder of the Inchantment, after the IoIIowt 
ing manner ; We die content, we are upon the point 
of entering the delightful Abodes in the Weft, where 
Fo waits to receive us and make us Partakers of his 
Happihcfs. Thefe arc, as you may perceive, falfe 
Doftrines, which are the Source of fo many publick 
and private Mifcries. 

10. There are four forts of Profeffions abfolutely 
neceflary in the Empire, which are fufficient for pro*- 
viding Neceflarics and maintaining good Order, viz^ 
that of the Learned, that of the Husbandmen, that 
of the Mechanicks, and that of the Merchants : The 
Difciples of Fo and 7'ao are continually exhorting Peo- 
ple to abandon thefe Profeffions, and to embrace the 
four following ; thofe of Ho chang and Tao fsi'e^ for 
the Men ; and thofe of Kou and Afi, for the Female 
Sex : Thefe Bonzes and Bonzeflcs live at the Expence 
of the Publick, and there are no Tricks, Fraud or 
Contrivance that they will not make ufe of to extort 
Charity, abandoning thcmfclves* to Softnefs and Luxury, 
not refufing any Plcafures that a corrupt Imagination 
can fuggeft, and equally trampling under Foot the 
Laws of Nature and Society. 

What difference is there between fuch a kind of 
Life, and that of the vileft Animals ? This "Tamo^ 
the Pcrfon fo cried up, who is come oyt of the Weft 
into China^ pafled as they fay nine Years in the Moun- 
tain ^'fong in continual Contemplation ; he conti- 
nued immoveable with his Eyes fixed upon the Wall, 
without changing his Situation, and yet this con- 
templative Sluggard wanted none of the NecefTaries of 
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Life, but had a plentiful Simply of all forts of 
vifions and Clothes : Suppole, after his Example, 
every private P^fon fhould take it in their Headls txx 
imitate this kind of Life, what would become of the 
moft neceflary Profeflions ? Who would take care of 
cultivating the Fields, and making the ufcfal Pro- 
dufts of the Loom ? Whence would they have Gar* 
mcnts, and Food to fupport Life ? Can it be ima- 
ging that a Poftrine whofe Praftice, if it were uni- 
verfal, would put the Empire in Cbnfufion fhould be 
the true Doftrine ? 

Befides it is not credible how much Mony is mif- 
fpent in building and repairing their Pagods, gilding 
and adorning the Idols, celebrating Feflivals, and ma- 
king Proceffions to their Honour •, all thefe Inven- 
tions ferve for nothing ellc but to fwallow up the Riches 
of numerous Families : I have touched upon thefe 
ten Articles but lightly, for I fhould never make 
ah end, if I were to relate ajl that I have feen and 
heard concerning the Diforders which the Chimeras 
and Vifions of thefe Scftaries have caufcd in the 
Empire. 

This Account was not likely to be relilh'd by the 
Auditory, fo that one of them made the following 
Reply : To hear you talk. Sir, of Fo^ LaOy and the 
reft of the Deities, one would imagine they defcrve 
V nothing but Contenipt ; much more their Rewards and 
Puniftimerits, ^nd the good and evil Spirits : With one 
flroke of the Tongue you pulverize die whole Syftcm 
of our Doftrine. 

Thofe who are fond of popular Notions, reply'd 
the Philofopher, pafs their Lives in a kind of 
Drunkennefsi and finilji them in a Dream ; they arc 
fwallowed up in a heap of trifling Fables, from which 
it is not poffible for them to get out ; and the hopes 
of obtaining a happy Life thro* the Protection of Spi- 
rits increafes their Folly. 

/ 
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This Inclination of the greatcfl: part of Mankind, 
join'd to their Credulity, has produced the Opinion of 
a Place of Reward and Punifhmcnt, a Palace for the 
Ruler of the Waters, and for the reft of the Gods, 
without mentioning Spirits of an inferior Order, and 
extraordinary Men who are become immortal : They 
have particularly dilplay*d the Advantages which their 
Gods beftow, and have placed in Heaven a To hoattg^ 
Chief of all the pretended immortal Beings, who dif- 
tributcs to thefc Spirits their Employs, fuch as to 
prefide over Rain, to diftiribute Rewards and Punifh- 
ments. 

In the Book To boang we find thefe Words : In the 
Weft there is a Prince of a Kingdom of pure Vir- 
tue ; this King was forty Years old before he had a 
Son ; he and the Queen Poo yui obtained one thro* 
the fervent Prayers that they addrefled to Lao kiurij 
and this Son is the To boang of whom we fbcak : 
Another Text of the Book Hiuen ou affirms, tnat in 
the Weftern Parts there is a Place called the Kingdom 
of pure Joy, that the King thereof, being Vrithout 
Children, had one granted by Lao kiun^ and it is he 
who is honoured under the Names of Hiuen ou tfou'fe. 
Let us add what is related in the Hiftory of F(?, where^ 
in it is afl^rted that Ibmewherc in the Weft there is a 
Kingdom of pure Innocencet and the Prince who is 
Heir to the Crown is Fo bimielf ; flic whom he 
efpoufed was called Na tOj and they had a Son whofe 
Name was Mo beou lo ; foon after Fo fpent twelve 
Years in a folitary Place, and it was during thefe 
Contemplations that he was transformed into Fo. 

According to thefe Traditions it appears that the 
Dynafty of Tcheou bad been eftablifhed feven Years 
before the Seft of Fo began i let us reafon of the time 
paft by the time prefent, and of the prefent by the 
paft ; the World has gone on, and will go on much 
in the fame manner : Can it be imagined that what is 
jiow entirely loft, and of Avhich no Footfteps remain, 
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was formerly the Wonder of the World ? Run orer 
the Countries Weft of China^ and you will find no- 
thirg hut Barbarians ; where then muft we place thefe 
fir.e Names of exceeding pure^ the Kingdom of Vtriue^ 
the moft ferfeS Happinefs? Can we find at prefent 
a Race of Men with three Heads, fix Shoulders, and 
eight Hands ? Can there be found any where PeopJe 
that live two or three hundred Years, and in their 
moft advanced Years experience none of the Incon- 
veniences of old Age ? How then can we fancy fiich 
a Place as the Abode of immortal Beings ? Let us 
conclude then that all the Trafh which they have in- 
vented concerning the King of Heaven, the Ge- 
neraliflimo of the Spirits, are but fo many Fables 
made ufe of to abufe the Credulity of the Vulgar^ 

But faid one of the Auditors, in the Name of the 
reft. How dare you treat To boang with fo much 
Contempt, fmcc he is the fame as Cbamg ti who is. 
mentioned in your Books, and for whom you have 
fo profound a Veneration ; it is the fame that the 
Emperor Kao tfong faw in a Dream, and who gave 
him Fou yue for his Prime Minifter : It is of him that 
Meng tfe fpeaks, when he lays. That we muft exa- 
mine' ourfelves, faft, and purify curfelves before we 
offer him any Sacrifices : Can you deny that there is 
a Chang ti? . -- . 

Since the times of. the.Emperors Tao and Cbuny re- 

?lied.the Philofopher, the People have embraced falfe 
fotions concerning Spirits ; from thence proceeds the 
extravagant Fancy of giving a Figure to Chang ti : 
1 own that the Emperor Lao tfong was a virtuous 
Prince, that he faw in a Dream a Man whofe Shape 
and Features were very remarkable, and that it was 
the Figure of Fou yue^ tho* the Prince was then igno- 
^ ,lant of his Name, that he caufed him to be painted 
with the fame Features which he preferved in his Me- 
mory, that he gave Orders to find out the Man thus 
rcprcfented> and ihat he was in reality brought to him. 

All 
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All this is true, but how comes it to pafs that tho* 
we have never feen the flying Dragon, nor the fabu- 
lous Bird called. Fong boang^ they yet appear very 
oftc» in Dreams ? People have feen fuch Figures in. 
Pi<5turcs, and^^hile^ they are afleep they retrace them, in- 
their Imaginations. 

If you maintain that Chang ti appeared to Kao tfongt 
in a human Shape, with an Imperial Crown upon 
his Head, and Garments agreeable to the Imperial 
Dignity, it is eafy to make this Reply: *Twas tha 
Emperor Hoang ti who firft gave the reft of the Em- 
perors thofe Ornaments they appear in, and which di- 
llinguifh them from their Subjefts ; from whence it 
will follow that Chang ti did not cxift before this 
Emperor, or if he did exift, he continued naked till 
the time of this Reign wherein they began to wear a 
Crown, and cloath themfelves with Imperial Robes. - 
We may fay moreover that he, who is called Chang 
tii is the fame that rules in Heaven and Earth, and 
generally over all other Beings, on which account 
fomc give him the Name of Ti', that is the Sove- 
reign Matter. It appears likcwife, by the manner in 
which fome of the Learned explain themfelves, that 
Chang ti is in reality the fame thing as T^ai ki^ whom I 
have difcourfed to you about : It has been never faid 
by any that Tai ki appeared in any vifible Shape, . 
whence it is eafy to fee that when Sacrifices are faid 
to be offered to Chang ti^ .that they only ought to be 
made to Heaven with a pure Heart. 

All that you have faid to us, cried one of the Af* 
fembly, tends to prove that we believe nothing but fb 
many Fables, when we affirm that there is* a Hell, 
a God called Tenvang^ who* is Lord of this fubter- 
ranean Empire ; the Lo. ban, that is to fay Spirits 
who rule the. Deftiny of Mankind ; yet thcfe arc the 
kind of Spirits which conduct the Soul into the Body 
at the Moment of Birth, and take it away at the Mo* 
nient of Death, to drag them to the Place of Punifh- 
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ment, where they are cruelly tormented by other Spi- 
rits. If a Man in his Life-time has pradtifed Virtue 
he will certainly appear in a new Being furrounded 
with Splendor and Opulence : If even Beads them- 
ielves have lived well, according to their conditkMi, 
they will find themfelves transformed into Men : Qa 
the contrary, a Perfbn who (hall give himfeif up to 
ihameful Vices, and follow his irregular Appetites 
with greedinefs, (hall become a brute Beaft : If Ani- 
mals are more cruel than is agreeable to their Nature 
they enjoy no other Life after Death, but their Souls 
are entirely extind ; and yet according to you thefe 
are fo manv Falfities. 

To fpeak freely, replied the Philofopher, I do afc 
firm they are all falfe : Two married Perlbnt coha- 
bit together, they both concur in producing the Em- 
bryo conceived by the Mother, which by little and 
little grows to a proper fize : If, according to your 
Notions, we muft wait till the Feetus is brought to 
perfeftion before the Soul infinuates itfclf therein, by 
what place can the Soul find a proper Entrance ? 

We may fay further that a certain quantity of pro- 
per Matter, being united in the Mother's Womb, is 
the Foundation of the whole, for it there undergoes 
a Fermentation, and begins to have the Power of Mo- 
tion ; it is then a Being of a particular fbrt. Thus 
Man is a Compofition refulting from the Union of a 
fenfiblp thing, with another that is invifible ; and this 1$ 
what we call Ki: While this Union fubfifls it is capa- 
ble of pain, when it is diflblved it becomes infenfiblc. 
If a Man ^as the Palfy on one CvAq of his Body you 
may apply Fire to the P^lytick fide, and he will fed 
no more pain than^jf.l^c was actually dead: The 
Hingj or that whiph is vifible in him, is feparatcd 
from the Ki, or that which is invifible : This JS is 
evaporated into Atoms, which flutter here and there, 
, or are changed into a cold Wind deftitute of all ani- 
mal heat ; what tl^en reniainai of the de^eaied, upon 
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which the Minifters of Hell may excrcife their merci- ^ 
lefs Cruelty? 

But fuppofe that the grand Demon of all. He kafig 
fang^ has a mind to feize on the Soul of ibmic 
Wretch after it has been difperfed, and is able to 
blow dexteroufly together all its parts into a proper 
Situation, that this poor Soul may be punifhed for 
its Crimes at the Tribunal of the Infernal Judge ; do 
you believe that theft Demons would have Leifure 
&nd Patience to re-aflemble all the fubtile Particles 
icattered here and there ? 

This Reafbnine of the Philofopher was not with^ 
out Reply : We have been aflured, faid one of them 
to him, that the God Ten vang^ and the other Judges 
his Minifters, fixed the Moment of the Birth of all 
Mankind ; they likewife determine whether they ihall , 

marry or not, and to whom; whether they ihalf 
have Children, and what their Diipofition will be, and 
whether rich or poor : In Ihort every thing that is to 
happen is written in the Book of Ten vangj and 
thenceforward their Fate is unchangeable, and there 
is no Alteration can be expeAed : Have you any thing 
to fay againft this Dodrine i 

Don't ^ou know, replied the Philofopher, what is 
reported m your own Books ? The following Paflage 
I have read in die Book of Hiuen m tcbuen : A cer- 
tain Demon, oalled Too mo^ was continually devour* 
ing Mankind, but the God IRuen ou came to their 
' Afliftance, and prderved a great number from his 
Fury ; upon which I reaibn thus 2 Either Ten vang 
had determined the number of thoft who ihould be 
devoured, or he had not ; if he had not, your Hy- 
pothefis falls to the ground of itfelf -, but if he had 
made fuch a determination, why did the God Htuen 
0i make fudi uftlefs Efibrts to £ive People who were 
a^bfolutely condemned to be devoured f 

But fince we are fallen upon this Article you (hall 
hear another Fable, which is pleafant enough : A 
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Pcrfon called Pung lived to the Age of eight hun- 
dred Years, and married fucceffively fevcnty-two 
Wives : The feventy-fecond being dead in her turn went 
into the other World, and defired to be informed by 
the Anceftors of Pung what the Reafon might be of 
her Husband's living fo many Ages ; Is it beoiuie his 
Name, added flie, was not recorded in the Regifter 
of Ten vang ? But alas ! there is none can p)oflibly 
efcape : I will teach you the Myftery, replied the 
Grandfather of Pung 5 the Name and Sirname of my 
Grandfon your Husband is certainly in the Book, but 
in the following manner ; when it was neceflary to 
bind up the Leaves of the Book the Officer, who was 
employed to do it, took by miftakc the Leaf on 
which the Name of Pung was written, rolled it up 
like a String, and fowed the Book together with it * : 
The Woman could not poflibly keep the Secret, inib* 
inuch that Ten vang foon heard of the Stpry, fo that 
taking the Book and examining the Leaf that was 
rolled up, he blotted out the Name of Pung^ whofe 
Life was at an end the fame inftant, 
• This Example, continued the Philofopher, proves 
the diredt contrary of your Do<5b:ine, for here Is an 
Inftanee of one that efcap*d the. Penetration of Ten 
' vang : Can we be certain thad there are no more that 

have deceived him by fome fuch Artifice? But to 
convince you that all this is fabulous.it is fufficient 
to fay, that in the times of Confucius and Meng tfe no 
Books were in ufe made of Paper, for they wrote up- 
on the thin Bairk of Bamboo^ or thin Squares of Wood. 
Befides, as your Subterraneous Dwelling is nothing 
but a heap of Earth, Water and Stones, it is plain 
that Books and Regifters made of Paper could not be 
kept there ; you are therefore to look upon what you 
read in thofe Books as fo many Fables. 

* The Chinefe Book's are often bound in this frianher. 

But. 



Ch I n a, C h in e s e-Ta r t ary, ^c. 2 55 

But, replied another 5 Dare you fey the fame thing 
of t;he Guardian Spirit?, whether of Cities or other 
Places, as you do of Hell and the Spirits refiding 
there ? Thcfe latter arereyered throughout the Empires, 
and can a Worfhip that is fo .univerlal be poffibly 
falfe ? Only be pleafed to hear me, replied the PhikiJ-. 
fopher ; under the Reigns of Tao an(;i Cbm the Placet 
of Habitation were not encoippafled with Walls and 
Ditches, this Cuflpmy^as jupt introduced till the fol- 
lowing Dynafties of Hh . ftntfi Qbqi^i wjth defiga to- 
defend them from the infults of Thieves :^nd Rebels : 
At length they erefted ^ Wall ftrrourided with g? 
pitchy and built two Placjcs dcfigned for their Honour ; . 
t^ey alfo built others for the Honour of 7i«/i : Whea 
they bethought themfelycs of giving to Spirits the 
pompous Name of Ti ti^ bccaufe they are looked up- 
on as the Nurfing- Fathers of the.Pcople* they were 
diftinguiflied into different Clafles ; thpfc to whom 
they attributed the care of the Fields and cultivated 
J^and, they honoured with the Title of CM chin^ 
thofe whole Office was to take care of the Vil^ 
iages, and who were fuppofed to Ipok after the health 
of the Inhabitants,' and maintained Peace among 
them, were honoured under the quality of J'ou it : 
Other Spirits/ which were marfhall'd with the Houfts^ 
and. in Places of publiqk Affembjics, were look'd 
ypon as the Guardians of thefe Places* and under this 
' quality they were honoured with the Name Fof 
^cbufig lieou : They aflSgn to other Spirits the defart 
' and mountainous Countries, in hopes thai: they would 
' facilitate the Tranfportation of all forts of Merchan-r 
' difes, and thcfe were reverenced under the Title of Spi-* 
' rits of the high Mountains. In ihort thofe who were 
placed in the Cities, encompafled with Walls and 
^ Ditches, were worlhipped by the Name of Tcinng 
boangy and they were looked upon as Spirits who 
'' prefervcd the Cities from publick Misfortunes. 

* , .. • 
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the Relations ; and you cannot fay that theie have hap- 
pen'd according to natural Order. 

Confucius^ reply'd the Philofophcr, did not trouble 
his bead to write about the Spirits which are known by 
thefe unufual Tricks : It was not becauie he was ig- 
norant, that when a Kingdom is threatned \(^ith a 
Revolution thefe Prodigies fometimes happen^ and are 
a kind of Forerunners of approaching Mifcry : This 
poietrating Sage thought it fufficient to fay that we 
ihould not give credit too eafily to thefe fort of Won- 
ders, which only have a tendency to fill the Mind 
wkh Uneafineis and Dread ; and 'tis becaufe the Sefi 
of Fo has recourfc to this Artifice to terrify the Vul^ 
gar, that it is looked upon as a dangerous Sed: : I ac- 
knowkdge that when fonie dreadful Event is near at 
hand, for inftance at the approach of a Famine or 
a great Mortality, the five Elements are in confufion, 
and produce Monfters \ but if at thefe Conjundlurcs 
Men earneftly fet about a Reformation of Manners, 
and the Pradtice of Virtue, all thefe Omens will be 
icndred of no confcquence. 

You are unwilling then, reply'd one of the Standers* 
by, to look upon immortal Spirits as Authors of thefe 
Prodigies: To attribute them, as you do, to natural 
Ou&s only is an inconceivable Method of reafc>ning; 
J: fball endeavour to convince you by one Exampk : 
Under the Dynaily of Ming in the City of Ten fcy of 
•the Province of Ha nan^ there died one of the com- 
inpn People called. Tcbu^ and firnamed Tten poo: 
Tiie third. vDay 'afi:er,his Interment his Wife took 
.^ine and,Pulfe, andrtiKent to the Burying-place of 
-ho- Husband withldcfign to make this fmall Offer- 
ing, but flopjpin^ in'thcway, not fiu: from a Rock, 
iherc immefliatcly ^prQceeded irom it Lightning, ac- 
company *d with flhe rooft dreadful noife.: At the fame 
inftant part of the:"R0ck fell down,', and difcovered in 
a hollow fpace within it a Stone Chcft ; The Woman 

went 
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went near to difcover more clofely, and through a 
large Slit in the Cheft perceived that it contained a 
Sabre. with a very rich Handle, and a Book which 
feemed to be of the Magical fort ; Ihe took the Book, 
and returned to her own Houfe, where fhe perused it, 
and endeavoured to find out the Senfe, after which 
Ihe was able to foretel feveral Events, which happened 
cxadly according to her Prediftions. 

The Inhabitants of the Place, wha were Witneflcs 
of thefe things, had fb great an efteem for her that 
they called her the Mother of Fo : In lefs than a Year 
this new Prophetefs had fuch a wonderful Reputation, 
that more than ten thoufand People became ncr Dif- 
ciples, and Ihe continued to work furprifing Mira- 
cles : By the afliftance of her Magical Book, if fhe 
did but blow on a Field of Corn it was immediately 
changed into Swords and Spears, and every one 
thought they faw an Army in Battle-array ; with one 
fingle Word fhe could turn a Joint-Stool into a 
Leopard or a Tiger, and could transform, in an in- 
ilant, a weak Fence of Pales into high Walls fur- 
rounded with Ditches : But now you fhall hear to what 
all her Skill tended. » 

One Day, when it was Icafl expeftcd, there was 
almofl a general Revolt ; the Mandarins of the Army 
march'd immediately with the Troops in order to 
feize the Ringleaders, who found greater AfTiftance 
than they expefted, and there enfued a very bloody 
Battle ; but at length the Rebels had the worfl of it : 
The Enchantrefs was found among the Prifbncrs, 
and thrown into a Dungeon loaded with Irons, where 
fhe remained three Days without being able to fet her- 
felf at liberty, her Skill forfaking her as foon as fhe 
was in Irons : Now you mufl needs own that this 
Woman muft have been incapable of working fuch 
flrange Miracles, if (he liad not been aHifted by fu- 
perior Beings. 

Vol. III. U All 
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AH diat I can own is, faid the Philofepher, tint 
there are Magicians, or fuch fort of Peopk, who pre- 
tend to extraordinary Power, and have been 8bk to 
fteal * from Heaven and Earth the Knowledge oif a 
Revolution, which afterwards came to pafs. After 
this extraordinary Theft they have con^ied a Book, 
wherein they fet down future Events, and then con- 
cealed the Book in the Bofom of a Rock : When tin 
fatal time of the Revolution drew near, according to 
natural Caufcs, then the Enchanters have appeared, 
have been attended to, and favoured the Rebellkm 
wherein fo many perifh by the Sword. 

In Ihort tho* the Situation of Heaven and Earth 
have neceflarily brought on thefe Miferics, yet the 
criminal Boldnefs of the Magicians, who have in- 
trenched upon the Rights of Heaven by fearching in- 
to the Secrets of Futurity, will not elcape the juft Pu- 
nilhment that is due: Thofc who confult, or who 
liften to theie extraordinary Perfbns, are fuppofed to 
aiibciate themfelves with Spirits, which have always 
been fatal to their Country. 

I muft not pals by your laft Words, faid one of 
the Aflembly, you cannot be ignorant that the King 
of IGng flying after a Defeat paflfed the deep River 
of Tangji^ and by an unlook'd-for Miracle die Wal- 
ter only reached his Horfes Girths; likewifc the 
Prince who was Heir, and the hft of the Race of 
Tuen, having beheld almofl his whole Army cut ia 
pieces, was obliged to fly with precipitadon into the 
North ; when coming to the fide ot a great River, 
)and meeting with no Boat to carry him over and con- 



* 71&M Theft madifrom Heamtn and Earth hy the Magicians w, 
as plainly appears^ a mere Gallimatvfrey^ 'which proves that to rendir 
aSjfttm ridiculous^ *which is built upon mere ndfural Caufes, it isjuf- 
ficient to urge the Fa*vourers of fuch an HyMhefis to reafin aepm 
Nature : Nothing is more likely to difcover tbeir %xtra^mgimc9 mmi 
confound their Pride. 
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I tinuc his Flighti there fuddenly appeared in the Air 
q a great Metal-Bridge, by means of which he crofled 
1 the River : Can you fay that thefe arc Prodigies which 
1 • icarce deferve to be mentioned ? 
J My Thoughts concerning it, reply'd the Philofo- 
\\ pher, are thefe. That which both in Heaven and 
Earth is the Principle of the moft wonderful Pro- 
duftions, this Being, this Ki ftrengthens the weak, 
and weakens thofe that were too ftrong : Before the 
J Dynafties of Hia and Chang the Earth was not pco- 
j pled, and there was yet but a fmall number of Man- 
kind born into the World : Heaven, which was then 
j in its full Vigour, was. more likely to produce Sages 
J and extraordinary Men ; but it degenerated in After- 
times, and Men being greatly mukiply'd, the Malice 
and Corruption of their Hearts became general, whilft 
Integrity and Virtue were almoft banifh'd from amon^ 
them : Heaven could not fuffer fuch great Wickcd- 
;>ef$ anv longer, for which reafon he fcnt his Plagues 
upon Earth, fuch as blood-thirfty Men who delight 
in Ocvaftations and Slaughter 5 he raifed up a Pe tchi * 
who caufed the Ruin of Tcb^Oy and the numerous 
Troops that he commanded : Ueou tao tcbe was ano- 
ther Thunderbolt of War, who carried Rapine and 
Defolation into all the Provinces. 

As for the two Citations from Hiftory, which you 
mentioned, you ought not to doubt that this Favour 
was granted to thefe Princes in order to preferve the 
Remains of the Dynafty of Tuen^ which without this 
cxtraojdinary afliftance had become extin<5t. It is 
certain that the Condudt of Heaven is not blind, nor 
void of WifdoR), if it .huaibfcs tl^e profperous Man 
*tis to keep him withj^Jbwncis, ^f which TU give you 
one Example. 

It was the Defign of Heaven to reftore the Dynafty 
of Han to its former Splendor ; for which reafon, when 
^ang vou was ftopp'd on the Banks of a large and 
rapid River, it caufed the Waters to freeze in an in- 

U 2 ftaat. 
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ftant, to the end that he and his Troops Ihould find 
no difficulty -in their Paffagc : When the Order ob- 
fervcd by Heaven for the Government of the World 
is ready to caufe any extraordinary Change, as for in- 
ftance, when Heaven is upon the point of abandon- 
ing a reigning Dynafty, there then happen extraordi- 
nary Events, which are fo many fatal Omens : But 
thefe are not always the fame, tho' they always have 
the fame Caufe. 

All the Auditors having praifed the Subtlety and 
Penetration difcovered by the Philofopher, one of 
them faid : However, Sir, the Religions of Fo and 
Lao are propagated all over the Empire, they have 
taken long fmce deep root in Mens Hearts : Confidcr 
that you alone oppofc them ; I fhould be glad that 
you attacked them with dill greater force when they 
are repugnant to the ancient Books, but you will not 
fail to meet with Advetfaries among the Followers of 
this Do(ilrine, infomuch that you will find EiBploy- 
ment for your deepeft Skill : And are you not afraid 
that when you teach others the Source of true Hap- 
pinefs, you ihould bring upon yourfelf real Misfor- 
tunes ? The Philofopher eifily perceived the force of 
this Compliment, and judging that he had difplay'd 
his Learning to no purpofe, took occafion, from the 
approaching night, to return into the City : The ixioft 
worthy part of the Aflembly accompany 'd him as far 
as the Bridge, and thus there was an end put to this 
Converfation. 




The 
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The L I F E of 

/ 

Con fou tsee, or Confucius, 

* 

The Celebrated Clnnefe Philosopher, 

CONFUCIUS was born in a Town of the 
Kingdom of Lou^ which is at prefent the Pro- 
vince of Chan tong^ in the twenty-firft Year of the 
Reign of Ling van, the twenty-third Emperor of the 
Race of Tcbeou, five hundred and fifty one Years be- 
fore the Chriftian -ffira, and two Years before the 
Death of Thales, one of the fcven Sages of Greece. 
He was cotemporary with the famous Pytbagorasj 
and Socrates appeared loon after China had loft this 
Philofopher : But Confucius has this Advantage above 
the other three, that his Glory increafes with the Suc- 
ceffion of Years, and has arrived at the higheft pitch 
that human Wifdom can poffibJy attain : He at pre- 
fcnt enjoys the higheft degree of Dignity in the midft 
of the greateft Empire in the World, which thinks 
itfclf indebted to this Philofopher for its Duration and 
Splendor. 

If Thales and Pythagoras had been contented with 
giving Precepts of Morality only j if the firft had not 
dived into Queftions purely Phyfical concerning the 
Origin of the World j and if the fecond had not dog- 
matized upon the Nature of Rewards due to Virtue, 
and the Puniftiments appointed for Vice in a future 
State, thefc two Sages of Antiquity might have en- 
joyed a Reputation for Learning lefs liable to Cenfure. 

Confucius, without being anxious to penetrate into 
the wonderful Secrets of Nature, and without entring 
into Subtilties concerning the Points of common Be- 

U 3 lief. 



294- 7^^ General History of 

lief, a Rock dangerous to Curiofity, contented him- 
felf with fpeaking of the Principle of all Beings, fti- 
deavouring to infpire Reverence, Dread, and Grati- 
tude for the Lord of the World, afferting that no- 
thing could be concealed from him, not even the moft 
fecret Thoughts ; that he would not leave Virtue with- 
out Reward, nor Vice without Punilhment, what- 
ever the prefent condition of both might be. Thefe 
are the Maxims fcattered throughout his Works, and 
^tis upon thefe Principles that he regulated his Precepts, 
and endeavoured to tcfprm Mankind. 

Confucius was but three Years old when he loft hfe 
Father, called ^cho leang be^ who died about the Age 
of Seventy-three : This old Man enjoyed the highefi 
Offices of the Kingdom of Song^ and left no other 
Inheritance to his Son, but the Honour of defccnd- 
ing from 31 ye the twenty-feventh Emperor of the 
fccond Race of the Chang : His Mother, whofe Name 
was Chif^^ and who had her Origin from the illu- 
ftrious Family of tl^ 2en^ lived twenty-onc Years at 
ter the Death of her Husband. 

In his moft tender Age he was obfcrved to have all 
the Wifdom of a grown Perfon •, Play and childifh 
Amufements were not agreeable to his Tafte ; a grave, 
modeft and ferious Air gained him the lielpcdt of 
thofe who knew him, and gave thenceforward an Ex- 
peftation of what he would be hereafter. 

Hardly had he attained his fifteenth Year, -but he 
apply'd himfelf to the ferious Study of the antient 
Books, and furniflied his Mind with Maxims the 
moft proper to regulate the Heart, and infpire the 
People with the Love of Virtue: At the Age of 
Nineteen he married, and had but one Wife, who 
brought him a Son called Pe yu^ who died at the Age 
of Fifty ; this latter left behind him one Heir, called 
Tfou tfe^ who treading yi the Steps of Confucius his 
Grandfather, addidbed himfelf intirely to the Smdy of 
Wifdom, and arrived by his Merit to the higheft Of- 
fices of the Empire. When 
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When Confucius w^ more advanced in years, and 
thought he had nude confiderable progrcfs in the 
Knowledge of Antiquity, he propofed to re-eftabliJSi 
the Form of a wife Government in all the litde 
Kingdoms of which the Empire confided, and pro- 
cured by this means the Rdormation of Manners ; 
for then every Province of the Empire was a diftintt 
Kingdom, which had its particular Laws, and was 
governed by a Prince. 

To fay the Truth all the little Kingdoms depended 
upon the Emperor; but it often happened that the 
Imperial Authority was not able to keep them within 
the bounds of. their Duty : Every one of thefe Kings 
was Mafter in his Dominions ; they levied Taxes, 
impofed Tribute, difpofed of Dignities and Offices, 
declared War againft their Neighbours when they 
thought proper, and ibmedmes became formidable to 
the Emperor himlelf. 

Intereft, Avarice, Ambition, Diflimulation, falie 
policy, with the love of Pleafurc and Luxury, reign- 
ed in all th^fe little Courts : Confucius undertook to 
banifli thefe Vices, and to introduce the oppofite Vir- 
tues in their ftead ; he preach'd up every wnere, as well 
by his own Example as by his Inftru^^ions, Modefly, 
Difintcreftednefs, Sincerity, Equity, Temperaqce, and 
contempt of Riches and Pleafures. 

His Integrity, extenfive Knowledge, and the Splen- 
dor of his Virtues foon made him known : He was 
offered feveral high Offices in the Magiftracy, which 
he refufed with a view of propagating his Doftrinc, 
and feformipg Mankind. Tho* his Succefs was not 
anfwerable to his Labour, yet he was lefs moved 
with the Honours that were paid him, than the Love 
of the publick Welftre ; he therefore renounced all 
Offices, how confiderable ibcver, to feek a People 
more tradbble elfewhere, at^l more capable of profit-^ 
ing by his Precepts. 

V 4 Of 
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Of this he has given fevcral Proofs on varioas Oc- 
cafions, but cfpecially at the Age of Fifty-five, wheh 
he was raifcd to one of the chief Offices in the King- 
dom of Lou his native Country : In lefs than three 
Months the Face of the Kingdom was changed ; the 
Prince who placed the greateft confidence in him, the 
Grandees of the Kingdom, and the People, had re- 
fpeft to none but him : This Change was fo fudden 
and happy, that it created Jealoufy in the neighbour- 
ing Princes ; they judged that nothing was more ca- 
pable of making a Kingdom flourifli than good Or- 
der and exaft Obfcrvation of the Laws ; and that the 
King of Lou would not fail of becoming too power- 
ful, if he continued to follow the Counfels of fo wife 
and intelligent a Man. 

Among all thefe Princes the King of 9}/ was moft 
alarmed : He held feveral Councils with his principal 
Minifters, and after frequent Deliberations it was con*- 
eluded, that under the pretence of an AmbaflTy they 
Ihould make a Prefent to the King of Lou^ and to the 
Grandees of his Court of a great number of young 
Girls of extraordinary Beauty, who had been inftrufted 
from their Infancy in Singing and Dancing, and were 
poflefs'd of all thofe Charms that were likely to pleafe 
and captivate the Heart. 

The Stratagem fucceedcd: The King oiLou and 
all the Grandees received this Prefent with a great deal 
of Plcafure and Gratitude ; they were not proof a- 
gainft the Charms of thefe Strangers, and thought af 
nothing elfe than inventing new Diverfions and En- 
tertainments for them: The Prince, wholly taken 
up with hrs Pleafures, abandoned the Bufinefs of the 
Kingdom, and became inacceflible to his moft zea- 
lous Minifters. 

Confucius attempted, by Remonftrances, to bring 
him back to his Reafon and Duty, but when he faw 
that his Endeavours were fruitlefs, and that the Prince 
was deaf to all his Counfels, he was willing to get rid 

of 
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of an Office which was grown ufelcfs to the People 
under fo voluptuous a Prince ; whereupon throwing 
up his Employment he left the Court, and exiled 
himfelf from his native Country to fcek in other ' 
Kingdoms for Minds mote fit to rdilh and purfue his 
Maxims. 

He paflcd through the Kingdoms of Tfi, Guci^ and 
Xfou to no purpofe ; the Aufterity of his Morals made 
his Politicks dreaded, and the Minifters of the Princes 
were not willing to countenance an Aflbciate who was 
foon likely to undermine their Credit and Authority: 
Thus wandering from Province to Province he came 
into the Kingdom of Ching^ and found himfelf re- 
duced to the greateft Indigence, without laying afide 
his Greatnefs of Soul and ufual Conftancy. 

It was an uncommon flght to behold a Philofopher^ 
who after he had gained the Admiration of the Pub- 
lick in the higheft and moft honourable Offices of 
the Kingdom, return of his own accord to the private 
Funftions of a Sage intirely devoted to the Inftrudtioni 
of the People, and on this account undertaking con- 
tinual and painful Journies : His Zeal extended to 
Perfons of all Ranks, to the learned and ignorant, 
to Peafants and Princes ; in fhort his Leffons were 
common to all Conditions, and were proper for each 
in particular. 

He had fo often in his Mouth the Maxims and Ex- 
amples of the Heroes of Antiquity, Tao^ Cbun^ Tu^ 
Aching tang^ Ven vang, that they were thought to be 
revived in the Perfon of this great Man : For this 
reafon it is not at all furprifmg that he profelyted 
a great number of Difciples, who were, inviolably 
attached to his Perfon : They reckon three thoufand, 
among which there were five hundred who cxercifed 
with Honour the higheft Offices in various Kingdoms ; 
and in this number they reckoned feventy-two who 
were ftill more diftinguifhed than the reft by the 
Praftice of Virtue : His Zeal even infpired him with 
a Defirc of croffing the Sea, to propagate his Dodrinc 

in 
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in the moft diftant Countries : He divided his Diici^ 
pies into four different Clafles, the firft was of thoib 
who were to cultivate their Minds by Medication, and 
to purify their Heart by the care of acquirii^ Virtues : 
The moft famous of this Clafi were Men tfci kicHj 
Gen p mieouj Cbung kong^ and Ten yuen : An untinie- 
ly Eteath took away the laft at the Age of thirty one ; 
as he was a Difciple greatly beloved by his Mafter, it 
was a Ions time before he could conquer his GridF for 
the lois of him. 

In the fecond Clafs were thoJ(e whofe Bufineis was 
to reafon juftly, and to compoie pcrfuafive and ele- 
gant Difcoules : The'moft admired among thefe werc 
Tjai ngo and Tfou kong. 

The Study of the third Clafs was to learn the Rules 
of good Government, to give an Idea of it to the 
Mandarins, and to teach them to fill up the publick 
Oflkcs with Honour : Genyeu and Ki lou excelled herein. 

In ihort the Bufinefs of the laft Clals was to write 
in a concife and polifhcd Stile the Principles of Mo- 
rality : Among thefe "ffou yeu and Tfou bia defcrved 
very great Praife : Thefe ten choice Difciples were as 
it were the Flower and Chief of Confucius* % School. 

The whole Doftrine of this Philofopher tended to 
reftore human Nature to its former Luftre, and that 
firft Beauty it had received fi-om Heaven, and which 
had been fuUied by the darkneis of Ignorance, and 
the Contagion of Vice. The means he propofed to. 
attain it was to obey the Lord of Heaven, to honour 
and fear him ; to love our Neighbours as ourfelves, to 
conquer irregular Inclinations, never to take our Pat 
fions for the Rule of our Conduft, to fubmit to Rea- 
fon, to liften to it in all things, to do nothing, to lay 
nothing, to think of nothing contrary to it. As his 
Aftions never belied his Maxims, and as by his Gra- 
vity, Modefty, Mildncfs, Frugality, Contempt of 
earthly Enjoyments, and a continual Watchfulncfe 
over his Aftions, he was in his own Pcrfon a Pattern 
of the Precepts which he taught in his Writings and 

Dif- 
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Pifcourfes ; the Kings endeavoured to furpafs each 
-pther in encouraging him to come into their Domini-? 
pns ; the good Works he did in one Country being 
a Motive that made him eamefUy defired by another. 

But a Zeal always happy, and without oppofition^ 
would have wanted fomethii^ to fet off its Splendor. 
Confucius appeared always equal to himfelf in the 
greateft Dilgraces^ ^d in the Troubles which were 
imore likely to difconcert him, as they were exdted 
by the Jcaloufy of ill-defigning Perfons, and in a . 
Place where he had met with general Applauie. This 
Philofopher, after the Death of the Prince of i'cbem 
his Admiro*, became all of a fudden, thro* the Envy 
of the Courtiers, the Fable of the uncertain Vulgar, 
and the Subjed of their Songs and Satyrs, in the 
midfl of which unworthy Treatment he k>ft 
pf his ufoal Tranquillity. 

But that which was moft to be admired was hii 
Conflancy and Steadineis, which he diicov^ed when 
his Life was in imminent dai^r, thro' the Brutality 
of a great Officer in the Army called Huan ii. This 
Mandarin had an averfion for the Philofopher, tho* he 
had never given him any Offence, becaufe bad Men 
have always a natural Antipathy againft thole whofe 
regular Life is a fccret Reproach to their Faults. C^»- 
fuctus beheld the Sabre lifted up ready to give him a 
mortal Blow, from which he was happily preferved ; 
and tho' the danger was fo near he did not diicover 
the leaft dread, nor the lead emotion ; but his Difef- 
pics were terrified and difperfed. 

As fome of thofe, who bore him the greateft Af- 
fedtion, prefled him to make hafte away to avoid the 
Mandarin's Fury ; If the Tten^ replied he, protefb 
us, of which he has jufl: given a fenlible proof, how 
fran the Rage of Huan ii do us any hurt, notwithfbnd- 
ing he is Prefident of the Tribunal of the Army ? 

Confucius feemcd on this occafion to fupport the 
Charafter of a Sage more worthily than the Stoick 
did, whofe Matter gave him the Blow by which he 

was 
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was lamed. His natural Infenfibility, founded upon 
the Opinion that the Soul fhould not take notice of 
the Accidents and Pains which afFeft the Body, has 
nothing in it equal to the Notion of Confucius, who 
depended upon the Proteftion which Heaven affords 
to thofe who ferve it : This is not to place Happineis 
in i Man's own Virtue, which is an infupportable 
Pride, but is founded «pon a long Habit of referring 
every thing to Tien, infomuch that it occurred to his 
Mind in the firft moment of furprize or dread. 

An unequal'd Modefty like wife fet off the Virtues of 
, this Ci&i;?^ Philofopher : He was never heard to praile 
himfclf, and could hardly bear it fliould be done by 
others, but rather reproached himfelf for the little 
* care he took in watching over his own Aftions, and 
his negligence in the practice of Virtue : When any 
one admired his Doftrine, and the chief Principles of 
Morality which he taught, far from afTuming the 
Honour to himfclf, he ingenuoufly acknowledged that 
this Doftrine was not his own, but was much more 
ancient, and had been taken from thofe wife Lcgifla- 
tors Tao and Chun, who lived 1500 Years before 
him. 

According to a Tradition, univerfally received a- 
mong the Chineje, he was often heard to repeat thefe 
V^ords: Si fang yeou ching gin, the meaning of which 
is,That in the Weft the mcft Holy was to he found. They 
were ignorant concerning the Perfon he fpoke of; but 
it is very certain that fixty-five Years after the Birth 
of Chrift, Ming ti the fifteenth Emperor of the Fa- 
mily of Han, equally ftruck with the Words of the 
Philofopher, and the Image of a Man who appeared 
to him in his flcep, as coming from the Weft, fent 
two Grandees of the Empire called Tfai tftng and Tfin 
iing, into thofe Parts, with Orders not to return till 
they had found this Holy Perfon, whom Heaven had 
given him fome Knowledge of, and till they had 
Icarn'd the Doftrine which he taught. 

But 



China, Chinese-Tartary, ^^. 301 

But the Meffengers, terrified with the gangers and 
Fatigues of the Journey, ftop'd in fome part of the 
Indies^ but what Place is uncertain, where they found 
the Idol of a Man called jR?, who had infefted the 
Indies with his monftrous Doftrine about five hundred 
Years before the Birth pf Confucius : They were in- 
ftruded in the Superftitions of this Country, and when 
they returned to China they propagated the Idolatry. 

Confucius having ended his Philofophical Labours, 
and in particular the Hiftorical Work of Tcbun tftou^ 
died in the Kingdom of LoUy his native Country, at 
the Age of feventy-thrce, and the forty-firft Year of 
the Reign of King van^ the twenty-fifth Emperor of 
the Race of Xcheou. 

A few Days before his laft Diftemper he told his 
Difciples, with Tears in his Eyes, That he was over- 
come with Grief at the fight of the Diforders which 
reigned in the Empire : ^be Mountain is fallen^ faid 
he, the high Machine is demolifhed^ and the Sages ar^ 
all difappeared. His meaning was, that the Edifice 
of Perfeftion, which he had endeavoured to raifc, was 
almoft overthrown : He began from that time to Ian- 
guifh, and the fcventh Day before his Death turn- 
ing himfelf towards his Difciples : The Kings, faid he, 
refufe to follow my Maxims, and fmce I am no longer 
ujeful on the Earth, it is neceffary that IJhould leave it. 

After thefe Words he fell into a Lethargy, which 
continued feven Days, at the end of which he expired 
in the Arms of his Difciples. Upon the firft New? 
of the Death of the Philofophcr, Ngai cong, who 
then reigned in the Kingdom of Lou, could not re- 
frain from Tears : T^e Tien is not fatisfied with mcy 
cried he, fince it has taken away Confucius. In reality 
wife Men are the precious Gifts wherewith Heavea 
bleffes the Earth, and their Worth is never fo well 
known as when they ^re taken away. 

They built his Sepulchre near the City Kio fou, on 
the Banks of the River Su, in the fame Place wher^ 

he 
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he was iccuftomcd to aflcmWe his Difciplcs, whicH 
has been fince inclofed with Walls, and looks like 2 
ftnall City to this very Day : He was lamented by all 
the Empire, cfpecially by his Difciples who went into 
Mourning, ana who Ixwailed his Lofs as tho' he had 
been their Father; Thefe Sentiments foil of Venera- 
tion, which they had for him, have been continually 
inoreafing ever fince, and he is looked upon at this 
Day as the great Matter and Do&eM* of the Empire. 

His Stature was tall and well proportioned i his 
Breaft and Shoulders were large, nis Air grave and 
xnajeftick, his Complexion olive, his Eyes Targe, his 
Beard long and black, his Noie a Iktle flat, his Voice 
ilrong and iharp: On the middle of his Forehead 
there was a Swelling or Prominence, which a iitde^ 
disfigured him s for which Reafon his Fadier gave 
him the Name of KuoUj which fignifies Utile Hill: 
This is likewife the Name he fometimes gave himfelf 
out of Modefty and Humility. 

But it is by his Works that he is more cfpecially 
known: There are chiefly four which are in great 
efteem, bccaufe they contain all that he had collected 
relating to the ancient Laws, which are looked upoa 
as the perfirft Rule of Government, and yet the laft 
is more properly the Work of Mentius his Difciple i 
The firlt of thtfe Books is called Ta bio, that is The 
grand Science or the School of Adults : The fecond is 
called Tcbong y^S^ which fignifies the immutable Mean^ 
that juft Medium which is found between two Ejt-^ 
trcmcs, and in which Virtue confifts : The third is 
called Lun yuy that is moral and fcntentious DiC- 
courfes; and tixc fourth is called Meng tfee\ or the 
Book of Mentius J in which the Author gives an Idea 
of a perfeft Government. 

To thefe four Books they add two others, whic{i 
have almoil an ecjual Reputation : The firft is called 
Hiao kingy that is of filial Reverence^ and contains 
the Anfwers which Confucius made to his Difciple 
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Jjengj concerning die Rcfpeft which is due to Pa- 
i^ms : The fecond is called Siao bioy that is The Science 
or School of Children J which is a Colle6i:ion of Sen- 
tences and Examples taken from ancient and modem 
Authors : Thofc who would have a pcrfeft know- 
ledge of thefe Works will find it in the Latin Tranf- 
lation of P. Noel^ one of the moft ancient Mifliona- 
rics of dnna^ which was printed at Prague in the 
Year 1711. 




The TA HlOy or the School of Adults. 

The firft Claffical or Canonical Book of Confucius. 

QONFUCiyS is the Author of this Work, and 
Xfengfee his Difciple is the Commentator: It 
is this tlmt Beginners ought to ftudy firft, becaufc it 
is, as it were, the Porch of the Temple of Wifdom 
and Virtue : It treats of the Care we ought to take in 
governing ones felf, that we may be able afterwards 
to govern others, and of Perfeverance in the chief 
Good, which according to him is but a Conformity 
of our A6tions to right Reafon : The Author calls 
his Book Ta bio^ or the grand Science, bccaufe it was 
principally dcfigned for Princes and Grandees, who 
ought to learn to govern their People wifely^. 

The whole Science of Princes and the Grandees 
of a Kingdom, fays Confucius^ confifls in cultivating 
and perfefting the rcafonable Nature they have re- 
ceived from Tien^ and in reftoring that Light and pri- 
mitive Clearnefs of Judgment, which has been weaken- 
ed or obfcured by various Paffions, that it may be af- 
terwards in a Condition of labouring to perfeft others. 
To fuccced then, we fhould begin at our felves, 
and to this End it is ncccfiary to have an infight into 
the Nature of Things, and to gain the Knowledge of 

true 
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true Good and Evil ; to fix theWill towards the Love 
of this Good, and the Hatred of this Evil ; to pre- 
fcrve Integrity of Heart, and to regulate the Man- 
ners according to Reafon. When a Man has thus re- 
newed himfelf there will be no difficulty in renewing 
others, and by this means one likewife fees Concord 
and Union reign in Families, Kingdoms governed 
according to the Laws, and all the Empire enjoy a 
profound Peace and Tranquillity. 

The Doftor "Tfeng^ to render the Doftrine of his 
Maftcr more extenfivc, explains it in ten Chapters : 
In the firft he makes it appear, from the Text of 
the Canonical Books, and by the Example of feveral . 
ancient Emperors, in what Renewing ones felf confifts, 
and what is to be done to reftore, to a reafonable Na- 
ture, that primitive Light which it has received from 
Heaven. 

In the fecond he fliews in what mann.er the Minds 
' and Hearts of the People are to be renewed. 

In the third he teaches what is to be done in order 
to arrive at Perfeftion, prefenting the Application of 
a skilful Mechanick as a Pattern who has a defign to 
perfeft his Work, and bringing the Example of ft- 
veral Princes who were conftantly attentive to the 
Regulation of their Adions and Conduft. 

In the fourth he proves that before all things we 
fhould principally labour to render our felves perfeft, 
and that then afterwards it would be no hard matter 
to perfe<3: others. 

In the fifth he explains what it is to penetrate into 
the Nature of things, to come to a perfedl Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil. 

In the fixth he tells us that we ought not to deceive ^ 
our felves, but fhould apply fmcerely to the Study 
and Prafticc of Virtue, to fix the Will to the Love 
of Good and the Hatred of Evil, and to place our 
felves, with regard to both, in the fame Difpofition 
as we are with refpedt to Beauty, which we are incli- 
nable 



• Chin A, Chinese-Tart ARY, ^r. 305 

nable to'Jove, and Deformity which we are naturally . 
inclined to hate. 

In the feventh he makes it appear, that to regulate 
the Manners we fhould be skilled in governing the 
Heart, and cfpecially in becoming Mafter qf the four 
principal Paflions, capable of difturbing our Tran- 
quillity and Repofe, viz. Joy, Sadnefs, Anger an4 
Fear; that in reality thefe Paflions are infeparabl^ 
from human Nature, but can never hurt him who 
defigns to rule them ; and that the Heart is like a 
clear Mirrour, which is not fullied by refledting all 
forts of Objefts. 

In the eighth he informs us, that to eftablifli Unity 
and Peace in a Family the Father fhould be skilful 
in regulating his AfFeftions, that he may not be led 
by a blind Paffion, but follow in all things the Light 
of right Reafoo, without which he will never fee the 
Dcfefts of thofe whom he loves, nor the fine Quali- 
ties of fuch to whom he has an averfion. 

In the ninth he provps that the wife and prudent 
manner, wherewith Families are governed, is the Bafis 
pnd Foundation of the good Government of a King- 
dom; that it is the fame Principle which adluates 
and puts in motion both the one and the other ; for 
if Parents are reverenced and obeyed, they will like^ 
wife reverence the King and pay Obedience to him ; 
that if in the Orders which are given. Children and 
Servants are treated with iVlildnefs, the fame good 
Dilpofition will extend to Subjc6ts : This is the wife 
Counfel that the Emperor Fou vang gave his Brother, ^ 
when he faid. Love your People as a tender Mother % 
Ipves her Child, which AfFedlion is infpired by Nar 
ture, and requires no ftudy ; for it was never knowii 
that a Maid, before Ihe was married, lludied how Ihe 
ought to behave herfelf when fhe gave her Child 
fuck : A wife Prince likewlfe recerves the fame Incli- 
nation from Nature, and his Example is the Rule by 
which a Family is governed; as the Government 
Vql, IIL X of 
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of his Family is alfb the Model of the Grovernment of 
his Kingdom. 

In the tenth he makes it appear that, to govern a 
Kingdom aright, a Prince fhould judge of others by 
himfelf; that what difpleafes him in the Orders which 
are given by one who has a right to command, he 
ihould take care to avoid in commanding thoie who 
are fubjeft to him ; that he fhould gain the Hearts of 
his Subjefts by his Virtue, and render himfelf be- 
loved by his Example; that the Happinefs of a 
Kingdom does not confift in plenty of Gold and Sil- 
ver, but in a great number of virtuous Men ; that 
a wife Prince ought to be very attentive in the choice 
of his Minifters ; that he Ihou'd caft his Eye upon 
none but juft, wife, difinterefted and upright Men ; 
that the Hearts of his Subjefts are an inexhauftible 
Treafure -, that he will lofe his Riches if he is too 
anxious in heaping them up, and that if he diftributes 
them liberally among his People he will never ceaie 
to be rich ; that in fhort he will never enjoy Happinefs 
but in proportion to the Happinefs of his People, and 
that he ought to prefer the Publick Good to his own 
private Interefl. 




Tchong Tongi or, The Immutable Mean. 

i The Second ClafTical or Canonical Book. 

Tp H I S Work, of which Confucius is the Author, 
•*■ was publifh*d by his Grandfon 7y^ tfee : It treats 
of the Mean which ought to be oblcrv*d in all things. 
Tcbong fignifies Mean ; and by Tong is underflood 
that which is conftant^ eternal^ immutahle. He un- 
dertakes to prove that every wife Man, and chiefly 
thofe who have the care of governing the World, 

fhould 
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fhould follow this Mean, which is the Eflencc of Vir- 
tue. He enters upon his Subjedt by defining Human 
Nature and its Paffions ; then he brings feveral Ex- 
amples of Virtue, and amongft others of Piety, For- 
titude, Prudence, and filial Refpefti which are given 
as- fo many Patterns to be imitated in keeping the 
Mean : In the next place he fhews that this Mean, 
and the Pradice of it, is the right and true Path 
which a wife Man fhould purfue in order to attain the 
higheft Virtue. This Book is divided into thirty- 
three Articles. 

In the Firft he fays. That the Law of Heaven is 
imprinted in the Nature of Man ; that the Conduft 
of this Nature, or rather the fecret Light which 
guides his Reafon, is the right way which he ought to 
follow in his Aftions, and which becomes the Rule of" 
a wife and virtuous Life ; that we mufl never forfake 
this way, for which end a wife Man fhould continu- 
ally watch the Motions of his Heart and his Paf- . 
fions ; that thefe Paffions keep the Mean, and tend 
neither to the right nor left, when they are calm ; 
that if we can reflrain and moderate the Paffions when 
they rife, thert they are conformable to right Reafon j 
ancUDy this Conformity Man keeps that right Way^ 
that Mean which is the Source and Principle of virtu- 
ous Aftions. 

In the fecond Article^ and the following to the 
twelfth, he deplores the wretched State of the greatcft 
part of Mankind, of which there are fo few that flrive 
to follow this Mean, Which is the EfKtnce of Virtue: 
He then gives a particular Account of fomc Virtues, 
and explains the Mean of Prudence, Piety and For-. 
titude : He confirms his Doftrine by Examples of 
the ancient Emperors, and of fome Difciples of Con^ 
fucius. 

In the twelfth and thirteenth Articles he proves^ 
that this Science of the Mean is fublime, difficult, 
and fubtile in Speculation ; but that in Practice it im 

X 2 eaiy 
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cafy and common -, that it extends to the moil ordi- 
nary Aftions of Life, fuch as the Refped: that a 
Child owes to his Parents, the Fidelity of a Subjed: 
to his Prince, and the Deference of the younger to 
his el deft Brother, and the Sincerity between Friend 
and Friend. 

' In the fourteenth he fhews, that in keeping this 
Mean, a wife Man confines himfelf to the Duties of 
his Employment, and never minds any other Bufi- 
nefs ; that whatever Changes may happen in his For- 
tune he is always equal, always Mafter of himfelf, 
preferving the fame fteady Temper in the hurry of 
Bufinefs, and in the Tranquillity of a private Life ; 
that he is never proud nor haughty in an exalted Sta- 
tion, as he never does any thing low or grovelling in 
the meaneft Circfumftances. 

In the fifteienth Article, ajid from thence to the 
twenty-firft, he gives fome' Examples of Princes, 
who both underftood and praftis'd the Science of the 
Mean : He mentions among others the Emperors 

. Chun^ Ven vang^ Vou vang, and affirms that Heaven 
rewarded the Refpeft they paid to their Parents by 

.raifmg them to the* Empire, and loading them with 
Riches and Honours : He then relates the Ceremo- 
nies that were inftitutcd by thefe Princes, as well to 
honour the Lord of Heaven, as to give publick 

' Marks of their Refpedt for the Memory of their 
Parents. 

In the twentieth he (hews, that in order to govern 

. others well wCNmuft learn to govern ourfelves ; that 
the Regulation of our Manners depends principally 
on three Virtues, viz. Prudence, and a natural Love 
of Juftice and Fortitude ; that Prudence is neccflary 

V to difcover that juft Mean we are fpeaking of; a na- 
tural Love of Equity to purfue it, and Fortitude to 
perfevcrc in the Purfuit. Then he mentions nine 
Virtues, which fhould meet in an Emperor to render 

•. him fit to govern the Empire with Wifdom. i . fje 

muft 
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muft regulate his Life and his whole Conduft. 2. He - 
muft do particular Honours to wife Men. 3. He 
muft have a tender AfFeftion for his Parents and Re- 
lations. 4. He. muft treat theFirft Minifters of the 
Empire with Diftinftion. 5. He muft have as much 
regard for the Mandarins, and for thofe who afpire 
to Employments, as for himfelf. 6. He muft take 
as much care of his Subjefts as if they were his own 
Children. 7. He muft endeavour to draw into his * 
Dominions all thofe who excel in any Art or ufeful 
Profeffion.' 8. He muft give 'a kind Reception to 
Strangers and the Ambafladors of other Princes. 
9. He muft keep all the Kings apd tributary Princes 
of the Empire within the bounds of their Duty. Af- 
ter this he fliews the Advantages a Prince would ob- 
tain by the Praftice of thefc nine Virtues : if his Life 
is well regulated it will ferve for a Pattern to his 
Subjefts^ who will follow his Example: If he ho-, 
nours wife Men, their Advice and Inftruftions will 
be of great fervice to him in governing himfelf and. 
others with Prudence : If he loves his Parents and 
Relations they will not be jealous of his Greatnefs and 
Superiority, but will mutually endeavour to maintain 
his Dignity and Power : If he treats his Prime Mi- 
nifters with Diftindlion, they will ferve him with their 
Counfel and Intereft in any troublefome or difficult 
Affair, and he will know what to depend upon in ta- 
king the proper Refolutions : If he has the fame re- 
gard for the other Mandarins as for himfelf, their 
Gratitude to fo good a Prince will make them more 
exaft and zealous in difcharging the feveral Duties of 
their Employments : If he takes the fame care of his 
Subjedls, as if they were his Children, his Subjcdls will 
love him as a Father : If he draws into his Domi- 
nions thofe who excel in all manner of Arts, they 
will bring with them Riches and Plenty : If he gives 
a kind Reception to Strangers, his Fame will be 
Ipread thro* all the World, and the number of his 

X 3 Subjeftg 
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Subjefts will be increased by People who will come 
from all Countries to tafte the Sweets of fuch a wife 
Government. Laftly, if he keeps the tributary 
Princes to their Duty, his Authority .will be refpc^- 
ed, and Peace will flourifh in the Empire. 

In the twelve following Articles he (hews, that 
theft Virtues do not deferve this amiable Name, if 
they are not real and free from all Difguife ; that 
• Truth is the Life of every Virtue ; that a wife Man 
who would follow this Mean, which conftitutes Vir- 
tue, fhould diligently apply himfelf to the Study ^of 
Truth ; that Virtue dwells in the Heart of its true 
Votaries, and is outwardly fccn in their Adions ; 
that when we have once acquired it our Views and 
Cares are extended to all Events, and we forefee things 
to come, as if they were actually prefent ; in fhort 
that he, who has acquired the Perfediion of true Vir- 
tue, if he enjoys the fovereign Authority, can make 
no Laws but what are wife and ufeful for publkk 
Good, 

Laftly in the thirty-third and finifliing Article, 
he proves that to attain to this Perfeftion, which is 
the Mean of Virtue, we need not do any thing pain- 
ful and difficult, or that requires extraordinary Abi^ 
litles : It is fufficient to apply ourfelves fmcerely to 
this Virtue, which, tho* intircly fccret and hidden in 
pur Hearts, quite imperceptible to the Eyes of Men, 
will neverthelefs fhew itfelf, be known and admired ; 
as a Fifh, that hides itfelf at the bottom of a tranf. 
parent Water, majr ftill be feen thro* it: He thea 
confirms this Dodrine by Examples of the old Ettiy 
perors Fen. vang and Vou vatig^ who are mentioned in, 
the canonical Books intitlcd T kingy Cbu kingy ancj 
Qhi king. 
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Tun lu\ OTj Ihe ho6k of Maxims, 

The Third Claffical or Canonical Book. 

T^ H I S Book is a Colleftion of fentcntious and mo- 
^ ral Difcourfes, and is divided into twenty Arti- 
cles, containing only Queftions, Anfwers, and Say- 
ings of Confucius and his Difciples on Virtue, good 
Works, and the Art of governing well ; the tenth 
Article excepted, in which t|ie t)ifciplcs of Confucius 
particularly defcribe the outward Deportment of their 
Mafter j There are fome Maxims and moral Sen- 
tences in this CoUedion equal to thofe of the feven 
wife Men of Greece^ that have been {o greatly ad- 
mired. As it is impoffible to give the Subftance of 
fuch a vail number of fcattered Maxims, I ihall con- 
tent my felf with relating, in few Words, the principal 
Matters treated of in each Article. 

In the firft he draws the Charafter of a wife Man, 
aAd Ihews what are his Virtues and his Duties, in 
whatever Condition of Life he happens to be placed, 
either In a private Station, or at the Head of Affairs : 
H« fays, among other things^ that it is impoffible a 
Flatterer Ihould be virtuous ; to which the Difciplc 
of Confucius makes this Addition, That a wife Man 
examines himfelf every Day on three things, i. If 
in doing a Service to any one he has employed him- 
felf in it intirely, and without referve. 2. If in his 
Converfe with his Friends he has behav'd with Can- 
dour and Franknels. 3. If after having heard tTie 
Doftrine of his Mafter he has taken care to iniprove 
by it, and put it in practice : He fays farther that he 
who ftudies Wifdom does not grieve becaufe he is 
litde known in the World, but is only concerned that 
lie does not fufficiently know Mankind, 

X 4 in 
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In the fecond he fpeaks of the Duties of a Prince^ 
Who would govern his Subjefts with Equity, and of* 
, ' the Rcfped; which Children owe to their Parents : He 
informs lis by what Signs we may know a wife Man, 
and with what care we ought to avoid any badl 
Scft, iic. "Would you know, fays he, whether a 
Man is wife or not? Examine his Aftions thorough- 
ly, if they are evil he is but too well known ; if they 
are good endeavour to difcover the motive of his 
Aftions : Carry your Curiofity ftill farther ; examine 
his Inclinations, and in what he chiefly delights : Af- 
ter this it will be in vain for him to counterfeit, for 
you will fee plainly what he really is without difguife* 
Moreover, fays Confucius^ ' He who approves evil 
Sefts, fuch as thofe of the Bonzes Ho chang and 
^ao -Jfee^ very much wrongs i himfelf, and does a 
great -Injury to fthe Empire: There is no true 
Doftrine, but that which we have received from the 
ancient Sages, which teaches us to follow right Rea* 
fon, to preferve Integrity of Heart, to obferve De- 
cency in our Behiaviour, to correft our Failings, and 
to reform our Manners. 

In the third he gives a particular Dcfcription of the 
Ceremonies inftituted for honouring deceafcd Parents, 
and he reproves thofe who negledl to perform *them> 
or who exceed the Bounds prefcribcd ; he treats of the 
Religious Duties owing to Spirits, of the Imperial 
Laws, of Mufick, and of the Method obferv'd in 
the Excrcife of fliooting in the long Bow*. 

In the fourth he treats of the Duties of Children 
towards their Parents ; he fhews the difference be- 



* In this Exercife, ivhich nvas to teach them Archery, the Skin 
of a Beaji ijcas fet up for a Mark ; for the Emperor y it loas a 
Bear's Skin ; for a King, the Skin of a Deer ; for a Mandarin, a 
Niger's Skin ; and for a Man of Letters, the Skin of a hoar, like 
Emperor fhot \ 20 Faces difiant from the Mark ; a King at 80 ; 
a Mandarin at 70; and a Man of Letters at ^o; thefe differ erj 
i)rfances difinguif^d the different degrees of Authority and Fonver, 
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twcen an honeft Man and a Knave ; between a wife 
Man and a Fool : Thcfe are fome of his Maxims* 
By the very Errors of Men, we may judge whether 
they are virtuous, or not : A virtuous Man leldotn. 
errs but thro* excels of AfFeftion and Acknowledg- 
ment : The Errors of a vicious Man commonly pro- 
ceed from exccfs of Hate and Ingratitude : The wife 
Man has nothing in view but the Beauty of Virtue : 
The Fool confiders nothing but the Conveniences • 
and Pleafures of Life : The wife Man. does not grieve 
becaufc he is not raifed to great OilEces, but becaufe 
he wants the neceflary Qualifications to difcharge the 
Duties of them in a worthy manner. When we fee • 
the Virtues of wife Men, we are wife if we imitate 
them : When we fee the Vices of bad Men, we are 
rirtuous if AVe look into our own Hearts, and exa- 
mine if we are not guilty of the fame Vices. 

In the fifth Confucius gives his Opinion of the 
Qualities, Temper, Virtues and Defeds of fome of 
his Difciples: He praifes, for inftancc^ one named' 
TJii venj who having been raifed three times to the 
Poft of Prime Minifter in the Kingdom of ^ou, 
which is the Province of Hou quango did not fhew the 
leaft fign of Joy ; and who, being as often deprived of 
his Dignity, did not give the leaft Mark of Difcon- 
tent : To which he adds ; I judge from hence that he 
is an excellent Minifter, but I dare not afiirm that he 
was virtuous ; for to be certain of it we fhould be ' 
able to penetrate his Thoughts, and td know if he 
afts from a fincere Love of Virtue: He then teaches 
not to judge of a Man's Virtue by fome outward 
ASions, which have often only the Appearance of 
Virtue ; for true Virtue refidcs in the Heart, and in a 
natural Love of Juftice. 

In the fixth Confucius mentions fome of his Difci- 
ples, whom he thinks qualify'd for jpublick Offices, 
and praifes their ardent Dcfire to learn and improve : 

Next 
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Next he treats of the Rules to be .obferv'd in giving 
and receiving ; then he explains the qualities of true 
Virtue : My Difciple Ten bod was reduced to extreme 
Poverty, having only Rice and Water for his Sub- 
^lence ; notwithftanding this ftate of Indigence he 
never loft his ufual Serenity and Chearfulnels : Such 
a Man I call a trueSage ; I call him a virtuous Man, 
vrho icts out with bearing conftandy all the Difficult 
ties he meets with in the Acquirement of Virtue, and 
who afterwards thinks of enjoying the Sweets that are 
found in the PofiefiBen of it. A virtuous Man may 
iiifier him&lf to be deceived {o far as to believe things 
duit are falfe, but never fo far as to do any ill 



In the feventh he relates the mean Opinion Canfu'^ 
aus had of himfelf, and the Encomiums beftoVd oa 
him by his Dilciples : This Pbilofbpher ufed to iay,. 
I am not the Inventor of the Do&rine I teach ; I 
leamM it from the Ancients, Another time he faid. 
There are four things which give me continual Unea^ 
finefs : The firil, that I have made fo little progrels 
in Virtue ; the iecond, that I am not eager enough 
in the pijriuit of my Studies ; the third, that I do 
not give myfelf up intirely to the Duties that are pre* 
ftribed by Juftiee ; and the fourth that I am not fuf^ 
ficiently wsoDch&il over myfelf, and the Reformation 
of my Manners. Again he faid ; I find myfelf in 
extreme Poverty, a little Rice and Water is all I 
have to live upon, yet in this Condition i am chear* 
&1 and contented, becaufe I look upon the Dignities 
of the World, and the Riches that are acquired by 
unjuft means, like Clouds which the Wind drives 
diro' the Air : Another time he broke out into this 
Exclamation ; How happy am I if I commit a Fault, 
it is immediately known by all the World ! Being in- 
fermM one Day that ^ was call'd King^ wWch fig- 
nifies Wifeft \ I do ilot deferve this Encomium, iays 

he. 
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he, and I can by no means fufFer it ; all the good 
that can/ be faid of me is that I do my utmoft en- 
deavour to acquire Wifdom and Virtue, and that I 
am not difcoura^d by the trouble I miect with in 
teaching them to others : His Scholars us'd to {sty 
that he joined three things together, which appeared 
almoft incomj^atible j All the Grace of a polite B©^ 
haviour, with a great deal of Gravity ; a itern Air, 
with a great deal of Good-nature -, and Swectneis and 
an uncommon Greatnels of Soul, with a great deal of 
Modefty. ^, 

In the eighth Article there is a Panegyrick on the 
the Emperors Fbu vangj Zu, Cbun^ and Tao -, he 
recites ibmc Maxims of the Dodor ffing^ and. 
teaches tbe Duties of a wile Man : Where is there 
tQ be found, fays Confucius^ a Greatnefs of Soul like 
that of the Emperors Chun and Tu ? They were takea 
from a moft abje6b Condition to. be raited to the Em- 
pire ; and upon the Throne, tibey were io fre^ from 
Ambition and Vaui-Glory, that they poilefs'd the 
Imperial Dignity as if dvey were only m a private 
Station : Where ihall; we End a Man of great Under-* 
fianding, who will patiiently hear the Inftrudions. 
given him by aa ignpjant Perfon ?■ Where is there 
to be found a Mfan,^ whp upon being treated witli 
Contempt; and Outrage, does uot feek Revenge ? for 
my par:t I nev^r knew any one;^ of this Diipofition,, 
but m«y firlJ/Qw Pjfaiple Ten yuen. A wife Man ought 
to learn continually as. if h/s knew nothing, and fhould 
always b& afraid of fi^getting what he haa learnt* 

In the ninth there ar€ &veral Encomiums* of' Conr- 
fiiciusy his DoArine and his Modefty in ipeaking of 
hio;)fdfo with, federal; Preq^pts how to acquire Wif- 
dom : It isf npc only our dutjy to reverence old Men^ 
^d Confucius^ we (hould behave refociSbfully tq 
young People ; for how do I know but that a young 
M^n may one day be more wife and virtuous than 

myfelf? 
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myfcif ? I never yet faw a Man who had fo ftrong 
an Inclination for Virtue, as I have fccn in fome for 
Pleafure. 

In the tenth the Difciples of Confucius defcribc the 
Air and outward Deportment of their Mafter ; his 
manner of behaving at home and abroad to People 
of all Ages and Conditions ; his way of living, 
fpeaking, walkings drefling, eating, drinking, and 
fleeping, £s?r. 

In the eleventh Confucius fpcaks of his Difciples ; 
he praifes fome, and reprimands others : One of them 
begging that he would teach him how to die well ; 
You have not yet learnt to live well, anfw'ered he ; 
Jearn that and you will know how to die well. 

In the twelfth Confucius teaches how to make our 
Aftions conformable to right Reafon \ then he gives 
Rules for "Well-governing the People, for raifing the 
Tribute, and for acquiring Virtue : Somebody ask- 
ing him what he fliould do to live well ; When you. 
appear abroad, anfwer'd he, be as grave and modeft as 
if you were vifiting fome Perfon of Dignity ; ufe other 
People as you defire tobeufedyourfelfj neither fay nor- 
do any thing to make them uneafy or angry : To ano- 
ther of his Difciples he faid ; Life and Death depend 
on the Law of Tien^ which is immutable ; Poverty 
and Riches are the Dilpenfation of Tten^ who cannot 
be compelled ; the wife Man reveres this Law, and 
this Difpenfation of 7i>«, which is the Source of the 
Peace and Tranquillity he enjoys. 

In the thirteenth he defcribes the Qualities and Vir- 
tues which render a Man wife and prudent : I believe 
a Man wife when I fee he is belov'd by all People of 
worth, and is hated only by bad Men : I fuppofc that 
a Man is virtuous when I obferve that he is difcrect in 
his Family- Affairs, aftive in Bufinefs, and candid in 
his converfe with other Men. 

In 
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. In the fourteenth he fpeaks of the Duty of a wife 
Man, of the Care that Heaven takes of Kingdoms, of 
the Qualities of a Minifter of State, and of the Zeal 
he Ihould have for good Government : , He who eafily 
makes Promifes, fays Confucius^ finds it difficult to 
keep his Word : The Ancients, fays hfe again, ftudied 
Wifdom purely for itfelf, that is to fay to know 
Truth and to acquire Virtue : The Moderns apply 
themfelves to the ftudy of Virtue for the fake of 
others, that is to fay to get a Name, and acquire Ho- 
nours and Riches : A Father, who loves his Son, will 
corrcd him when he commits a Fault j in like man- 
. ner a faithful Minifter fhould admonifli his Prince of 
his Failings. 

The fifteenth contains divers Maxims concerning 
the Virtues of a wife Man, and the great Art of 
Governing, of which thefe following are a part: 
When a Man is the Objedt of the general Hatred, be- 
fore you hate him examine what it is that renders him 
odious : When a Man is generally beloved, before 
you love him examine what it is that makes him ami- 
able : Not to corredt our Faults is to commit new 
ones.: Be rigid to yourfelf and gentle to others, and 
you will have no Enemies ; The wife Man loves to be 
by himfelf, the Fool feeks Company. 

In the fixteenth he exclaims againft a Prime Mini- 
fter who did not diffuade his Prince from an unjufl: 
War, and (hews the ill Confequence of bad Go- 
vernment ; then he fpeaks of Perfons and things 
which, we ought to love, of what a wife Man Ihould 
, avoid, and how Confucius inftrufted his Son : Thefe 
are fome of his Maxims -, If a Leopard or a Tiger 
breaks out of the Royal Park, who is to anfwcr 
for it ? If Trouble and Diffenfion overturn a State, 
who is to be blamed? I have feen a great Prince 
who afflifted himfelf, not on account of the fmall 
number of his Subjc6ts, but becaufc they were am- 
bitious ; 
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bitious ; not for the Poverty Of his Kingdom, hut 
for the Difcord th^t reign'd in it ; and indeed if Dif^ 
cord is baniflied from a State it will foon grow rich $ 
if Tranquillity and good Order are maintained it will 
foon fwarm with People : There are three forts of 
ufefiil Friends; thofe which are virtuous, thofe 
which are open and lincere, and thofe which arc. 
learned : A young Man, who is in the prcfcnce of 
a Perfon venerable for his Age or Dignity, may 
commit three Faults j the firft, if he fpeaks without 
being fpoken to. he will be taken for a Blunderer; 
the fecond, if when he is fpoken to he makes no 
Reply, he will be thought fubtle and deceitful ^ the 
third, if he fpeaks without confidering what he lays 
he will pafs for a Fool. 

The feventeenth contains the Opinion of Confucius 
concerning the Mandarins who forfake their Prince's 
Intereft ; the Virtues that are neceffary to a Prince ; 
thofe whom a wife Man- ought to hate, and the Ob- 
ligation of mourning three Years for a Father or 
Mother: A Prince, fays Confucius j ought to be 
grave, beneficent, a ftrid: Obfcrver of Truth, dili- 
gent in Bufmefs and liberal : His Gravity will make 
him refpedted by his Subjects : His Goodnefs will gain 
the Hearts of all his People : If he is a Lover of 
Truth he will gain Confidence, and will caufc no 
Sufpicions : If he is diligent his People will labour to 
imp-ove : If he is liberal it will be a pleafiire to 
obey his Commands. There are four forts of Peo- 
ple that a wife Man Ihould hate, fays Confucius^ 
I. Thofe envious Spirits that love to publifh other 
Peoples Failings. 2. Thofe low Wretches who loVe 
to Q)eak evil of their Princes. 3. Thofe power- 
ful Men who have no Sentiments of Humanity. 
4. Thofe rafti and daring People who a<5t without 
Thought, ^fu kung^ one of his Difciples, taking 
up the Difcourfe, There are three more, fays he, 

that 
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that I cannot bear: i. Thofe ignorant and grofi 
People who ftrivc to appear full of Knowledge and 
' Judgment.^ 2. Thofe high and prefumptuous Spi- 
rits who afFeft Courage and Valour. 3. Thofe fa- 
tyrical and carping Spirits who would be thought 
honeft and fincere : There is one thing that appears to 
me Exceeding difficult, fays Confucius again, and that 
is to govern Women and Servants; if you treat 
them with Kindncfs and Familiarity, they lofe all 
Refpe6t -, if you ufe Severity, there will be conti- 
nual Quarrels and Complaints. 

In the eighteenth he gives great Encomiums to 
fome ancient Princes or Emperors, and their Mini- 
fters ; he fhews how much the Love of Women in 
a Prince is hurtful to good Grovemment ; he recites 
the Aftions of fome Sages who lived in Retire- 
ment and Obfcurity ; then he Ipcaks of divers Mu- 
sicians that ufed formerly to attend at great Enter- 
tainments ; and laftly he gives Rules for good Govern- 
ment, by relating the Inftruftions of a Prince to his Son. 

In the nineteenth he fhews what we muft do to 
acquire Wifdom.; and ^fter having defcribcd his 
manner of inftrufting his Difciples, he juftifies his 
Mafter Cenfucius from fome ill-grounded Reflexions, 
and makes his Elogy : Thefe are fome of his Maxims. 
He who is negligent in the Study of Wifdom, and 
who is of a light and wavering Difpofition, will 
never* incrcafe the number of wife Men in his Life- 
time, nor diminifli it when he dies : When we are 
going to conv^rfe with a wife Man we obferve him 
in three different Situations ; when he is feen at a 
diftance his Appearance is grave and fevere ; when 
he approaches, and we make our Addreffes to him, 
his Air and Behaviour are full of Sweetnefs and Af- 
fability; when we liften to his Difcourfe, we arc 
charmed with his Conflancy and Uprightnefs : A 
wife Minifter ought in the firft place to perfuade the 

• People 
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People that he loves them, and has their Intereft at 
heart ; when he has gain'd this point he nuy raiie 
the Tribute without Fear ; the People will not 
think themfelves opprefs'd: After this he fhould 
thoroughly convince his Matter of his Fidelity, 
and of his Regard for his Perfon, without which 
al! the Counfcls he gives him will be efteem'd as fb 
many Affronts: Altho' the Emperor Tcbeou was not 
fo bad as is reported, neverthelefs, having le£t an iljl 
Charafter behind him, he is generally faid to have 
been guilty of all manner of Crimes ; for this rca- 
fon a wife Man fliuns even the appearance of Vice, 
fearing left he might be charged with many real 
Vices of which he was innocent. 

The twentieth contains the beginnings and the Suc- 
cefs of the wife Government of the Emperors Tao, 
Cbutiy Tu, Tching tang and Vou vatig, with the 
Qualities of a good Government, and the Defers 
o( a bad one ; All that they recommended to their 
Minifters and their Subjefts, was to follow that 
juft Medium in which right Reafon and Virtue 
confift. 
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ATaANSLAfioNofa 

CHINESE AUTHOR, 

Containing Precepts of Morality. 

The Chinefe Author begins bis Work with a fort of Pre-^ 
faciy wherein he fuppofes^ as a thing inconteftaUe^ that 
the Worfhip of Tien, Attachment to one^s Sovereign^ 
Obedience to Parents^ Reverence to Mafters^ UnioH 
between Husband and Wife^ Friendfhip between Bre* 
tbren , Fidelity cf Friends^ Deference amongji Reld^ 
tionsy and good Intelligence among ft Citizens^ are the 
indifpenfaUe Duties of. a reafonable Man. After which 
be enters into a Detail in the manner following. 

- 
Of the Duties of Parents and Children^ 

'T' H E Benefits which a Son receives from his Fa-* 
ther arc much more confiderable, tho* lefs fenfibte 
than thofe he. receives from his Mother : Thus wc 
more readily perceive the Succour which Plants and 
Animals derive from the Earth, which it brings forth 
arid nourifhes, than thofe which proceed from Heaven, 
whofe Influences heat the Earth and render it fruitfijl. 

.The Tchdernefs of a Mother to her Child is bound- 
ed with the care of the Body ; the Lx)ve of a Father 
is more extenfive^. and has a tendency to form the 
Mind ; they operate much in the fame manner as 
Matter and Form in the Compofition of Beings^ the 
firft of thefe Principles giving an outward Shape to a 
Being, but the fecond bellowing the Eflence and the 
Properties. 

A Father and d Son, who perform their refpeftivc 
Duties, ought to lay afide all fclf-intercfted Views \ 

Vql/III. Y they 
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they ought not (b much as to think of obtaining 
Praifcs, as if they were arrived to the higheft pitch 
of Virtue : It belongs only to low and groveling 
Souls to perform their effential Obligations from fuch 
like Motives : That your Services may be truly ufe- 
ful and agreeable to your Parents, you ought not to 
content yourfclvcs with Appearances only i this would 
be like imitating him who made magnificent Feafts be- 
fore his Father's Coffin, after he had fuffered him to 
die for wUnt of neceflary Food. 

Children and Nephews ought not to aflumc the Sir- 
name of their Fathers and Anceftors, nor yet the Sir- 
names of the Sages and celebrated Men of Ages paft ; 
which would difcover a want of that Refpeft which 
they may properly claim. 

What a Dad Tendency has the irregular AfFeftion 
of Parents ? How many do we fee who lofc their 
Children for fear of difpleafing them, or making 
them iineafy ? who give them whatever they ask, 
and allow them the Liberty of doing what they pleafc ; 
but what are the Confequences of this fatal Liberty ? 
they are foftened by Luxury, are addid^ to bad Com- 
pany, reliih nothii^ but Sport and Pleafure, often 
become Pnxiigals and Spendthrifts, or ruin their 
Health by Debauchery: Our ancient and modem 
Books fay that Mony deftroys Children ; but in 
reality the Parents contribute to their Deftru&ion by 
the Mony which they give them. 
• The Duty of the Father is to correct the Faults of 
the Child, the Inclination of the Mother is to excufe 
them ; this is the general Praftice among the more po* 
lite, as well as the vulgar : If the Mother carries her na- 
tural Tendernefs too fer, this ill-placed Indulgence 
will influence their Daughters to commk numerous 
Fauks : If the Father, on bis fide, never ipeaks to 
his Children without Harfhnefs ; if he never opens 
his Mouth but to reprehend and blame them ^ if he 
renders them ib timorous that thc^ dare icarcely Q)eak» 

. they 
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fcfaey will be afiefted all their Life-time with a childifh 
Timidity, and I know not what bafliliil and flieepifEi 
Air: The liitoition may be gocxi, they defigning to 

give them an early Tindtore of Virtue, but they take 
&d meaiures to perform it, and iuch as cannot &c- 



Wben the Mind of an Infant begins to open then 
is the time to fill it gcndy with Precepts and Inflru(5li«- 
ons : They ought not to be chid out of meer Humour, 
nor punifhed for flight Faults, bat an indulgence 
ihould be fhewn to their Weaknefs fuitable to the 
ftrength of their Reafon, which is not yet come to 
inatarity ; yotl muft look upon it as a tender Bud^ 
which ought to have tinne to open, after which the 
Flower dilclofcs itfcif, and becomes fully blown. 

Too great an Attention to the Hcakh of Children i$ 
another Extreme into whkh many Parents EiU : If a 
Chiki is aficAed widi the leaft Indilpofition they pre^ 
lently have recourie to Medicines and Cordials, and 
never reflet): that they ruin their Conftitution, render 
^m Valetudinarians, and ffaorten their t)ays. 

In a numerous Family it often happens clKit the 
Perfons who compofe tt are obliged to feparate : 
Formerly the celd>rated Chang fiiw, in his Houfe, 
• Children and Grand-children to the ninth Generation, 
who lived together in the moft pcrfeft Union ; he 
is now fpoken of with Admiration, but I greatly 
doubt if People in our Days are capable, like th^ 
virtuous Change to preferve domeflick Peace through 
the Exercife of fb much Patience and Mildnefs. 

When it happens that Children have each a parti- 
tular Family, it is theft time to think of a Separation ; 
but it ought not to be done too loon or too late, for 
both are equally dangerous ; when it is done too fbon 
it is to be feared that young People, without Experi- 
ence, not knowing the Inconftancy of good Fortune, 
nor the Hardfhips of a bad, one, will lead an idle 
Life, difTipate their Subf^ance, and at length be en- 
tirely ruined. Y 2 Like- 



I 
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„ Likcwife when this Sq>aradon becomes neceffarjr^ 
if it be delayed there are other Inconveniences to fear, 
.which are not eafily remedied ; For fuppofe. Children 
and Grand-children are naturally prudent, and of a 
fociable and 'complaifant Difpofition, there will . be 
found in the Houfe a great number of Women and 
.Domcfticks : If the Father or Grand-father is obliged 
^o fupply all their Wants, to find them with Furni- 
ture, Utcnfils, Provifions, Clothes and other things 
rwhich every one will want a pretty large quantity of, 
will the good old Man be able to fupply fuch large 
Expcnces ? Befides fome will love to fpend too much, 
others more thrifty will perceive it, and grow uneafy ; 
rtho* they fhould pa6 it over in filence, yet they will 
fear that the Family by little and little will fall to de- 
;cay, and that they themfclves will want the Nccefla- 
ries of Life ; theie Inquietudes cannot be long 
•ftifled, for the murmuring will at length difcover it- 
lelf, ciccafioning Diflenfion and deftroying Peace. 

Inftead, therefore, of fufFering them to live in comr 
mon, it will be proper to give a certain Sum to every 
•Family proportionable to the number of Periohs it 
contains, and then every one may live according to 
.their own Humour. This is an ancient Maxim .; a 
.Father, whofe Children are grown up, ought to givc^ 
•them a fort of fmall Fund, that they may find how 
difficult it is to grow rich, and may learn by manag- 
ing their Subftance to live in a frugal manner, and 
J'et genteelly according to their Rank : A Father will 
:now, by this means, if his Son has Abilities to take 
.Care of a Family, andlikewife the Son difcoyer expe- 
rimentally the Method of living in the World, and the 
lecrct Springs that put Mankind in motion : This 
fmall Portion, committed to their Management, is as 
.it were an Earned of their Freedom. 

It is commonly faid, when a Girl is born in a 

• Family, that fhe is to go out of it again, and to pais 

.very foon into another ; whence it happens that their 

.... ' Educar 
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Edocation is commonly neglected, not confiderihg 
that a Daughter, who has not been properly inftrudted, 
greatly injures the Family to which fhe is allied by 
Marriage, and is a Reproach to her own Relations. 
. In fhort the Duty of a new-married Wife is to pay 
a reljpcftful Obedience to her Husband's Parents ; to 
live m a perfeft Union with her Sifters-in-law 5 to 
honour her Husband ; to inftrud: her Children ; to 
compaffionate the Hardfhips of her Slaves •, to pre- 
pare Silk and to work it up; to be thrifty, frugal 
and laborious ; to fupport Crofies and Reproaches 
with Patience ; not to liften to common Fame, and' 
all forts of Difcourfc, and not to meddle with Afiairs 
out of her own Houfe : Thcfc are the Inftruftionsi 
which a Daughter fhould learn before fhe is married. • 

But what is the Confcquence of a want of Inftruc- 
tion? All their Care will confift in adorning their Heads . 
in a graceful manner, in laying oh their Paint artfully, 
in rendering their Attire ahd Shoes as agreeable as: 
pofHble, in placing skilfully their Bodkins for the 
Hak- and Pendants for the Ears ; in knowing how to - 
give an exquifite Reliih to whatever they eat or drink ; ' 
they will be careful about nothing but fetting off their • 
Beauty by a ridiculous Combination of all kmdsof Or* 1 
naments ; this will be the Sum total of all their Know- 
ledge, becaufe they are unacquainted with the leaft Obli- 
g^ations which a Mother of a Family lies under ; it is 
neceflary therefore to put early into their Hands hiflo« • 
rical Books proper to yield Inflruftions j their Minds 
fhould be fumiflied with the befl: Maxims, and their : 
Hearts formed after the greatefl Examples, 

When a Mother takes care of her Children herfclf 
all is well & but if fhe is obli^ to make ufe of a 
Nurfe fhe ought to choofc one who is prudent, mo- 
defl and free ffom all outward Blemifhes j for a Child 
fcldom fails of afTuming the Air and Manners of its 
Nurfe, 

Y3 If 
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If flie, who is cholent is obliged to quit her own 
Child to give fuck to yours, this muft be the BShGt 
of her Poverty ; infomucb that (he not only ought to 
have fufficient Wages, but you Ihould provide for the. 
Maintenance of her Child ; by which means both 
Parties will be £itisfied. 

Befides it is neceffary to infpeft into the Conduft of 
thcfe Nurfes, and not to let th^m carry your Child in- 
to Neighbours Hoixfes, the publick Streets, and Places 
of great refbrt, nor to bring after them Slaves or oki 
Women of the Neighbourhood \ the Confequenccs 0^ 
which are evident enough. 

When you have a Son bom, and are yourfelf pretty 
much in Years, you are greatly overjoyed ; you take 
all imaginable care of this Child ; you proclaim his 
Birth before the TaWet rf your Ancdlors ; you faft, 
perform ieveral A£ts of Charity^ and you hope, bv 
thcfe Failings and g9od Works, to obtain kmg Ii4 
for your dear Infant. 

It is a Cuftom, univeriaUy receiv'd» to gtv^ extrz^ 
ordinary Demonftrations of Joy at the Birth of a Son 2 
We boil a gre^t quantity of Hen and Duck E^;s \ 
there is plenty of Rice ready drcfs'd for thofe who 
come to partake of our Joy, and naake thetr Connpli- 
raents of Congratulation ; afterwards we fend Prdenta 
to their own Houfes of foch things as are fit to make 
an Entertainment ; this is called The Treat of the 
downy Beard, 

The Ceremony is ftill more pompous on the third 
Day, when the Infant is to be wafh'd ; we drcfs Eggs 
by hundreds and thoulands ; we paint them with va-. 
ricty of Colours, and call them the Egg$ of the third 
Day : It is then that the Relations and Neighbours 
come in Crowds to our Doors with Prcfcnts of Eggs^ 
and fevcral forts of fugar'd Cakes. 

Among the Rich, the Expence is ftill greater, e^- 
cially if there has been a long Expectation of an 
Heir : They kill a great number of Hens, Ducks, fcfr. 

They 
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They make a great Feaft, and IJjare nothing to give 
the moft publick figns of rejoicing : But have they 
no Fears that the Prayers, which are made for the 
long Life of the new-born Infant, fliould be rejefted 
by the Gods to whom they are addrefs'd ? * When a 
long Series of happy Days is defired for the Child, 
would not it be pr<^er to (pare the Lives of fo many 
Animals as are ufually flain ? To obtain this Son them 
was an Abftinence n-om eating any thing that had 
Life, and confequently there fliould be a Continua^ 
tion of the fame Pra6kice to procure his Prefcrvation. 

But how ! you will lay, when Relations and FriendJ 
eome to congratulate the BTirth of a Son, is it not al- 
lowable to give fome Demonftrations of Joy ? Yes 
'certainly ; let there be a fmall Treat of Fruit, Cakes, 
Wine and fuch like things, but never go beyond 
that. 

One of the principal Duties of a Son is to perpe- 
tuate his Family, and to leave Delcendants after him : 
For want of a lawful Heir it is cuftomary to adopt 
another Perfon*s Child, whofe Bufincfs it is to obey 
the Parents Orders as long as they live, to bury them 
after they are dead, and to pay them the uftal Ho- 
nours. 

But what is fometimes the Confequence of this ; af- 
ter this Child has been adopted they happen tO have 
a Son of their own, and then the adopted Child lofes 
his Merit ; he is with refpeft to the Family like a 
Wen on the Body, no longer looked upon as the 
Support of the Houfe, but every thing thstf he docs 
or fays gives diftafte ; the fmalleft Pcccadilto which 
they find him guilty of is called by the moft odious 
Names ; they have forgot all that paffed when he wat 
introduced into the Family, and the Mediators and 

♦ ne Phtlofopber J^aks here mecerding to the feoli/b Nations nfthe 
nm^avy nuhich he elfewhere laughs at. ^hefe Deities are Chcou, the 
Genius ef kng Life \ Lou, the Genius of Dignitirs ; Fou, }he G#- 
mius of Riches* . • 

Y 4 "Friends 
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Friends that were employed in the Choice : If the 
prefent and the paft arc compared together, with 
refped: to him, it will appear that Interell alone has 
brought about this Change ; they cannot endure to 
think of their PofTeffions going into the hands of a 
Stranger. 

But do they ever refleft that this lawful Heir, who 
came into the World fo late, will be very young 
when the Father bends beneath a Load of Years, and 
who is no more than a flying Shadow, but will all 
of a fudden pais off the Stage ? Hence will arife s^ 
thoufahd Law-fuits between the Adopted and the 
Real Son ; in the midft of thefc Differences the 
Riches, which have been left to an Orpha,n, will be 
fpeedily confumed, and the Defign they had of leav- ■ 
ing every thing to their own Son will be the Caufe of 
the Deftrudion of all : Would it not be better to ufe 
more Good-nature with refpeft to him ? and then 
he would become the Support and Prop of your own 
Son in his juvenile Years, 

If you fe^r that* the Adopted Son ihould after your 
Death confume all the Riches which you leave behind, 
make an equal Divifion between them, and let them 
live feparate -, this Conduft is agreeable to our Laws ; 
If you ncgleft my Counfel, the Event will juftify the 
Wifdom thereof. 

Of the five Duties of Social Life the moft impor^ 
tant, and that which ftands in the highcft Rank, is 
the Obedience and Reverence of a Son to hi^ Parents : 
The Reafon hereof is very natural ; without my Pa- 
rents I fhould hpve had no Being ; whatever J am is 
owing to them : Without fpeaking of what a Mother 
undergoes during the time of her Pregnancy, and the 
Danger fhe is expofcd to in bringing the Child into 
the World ; what is the whole Bufmefs of her Life ? 
Is it not the Care of her Child? She has no Joy but 
v;hcn it is pleafed; when it cries, fhe runs with all 
hafte to find out the Caufe j if it is fiek, flie is full 

of 
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of Anxiety ; if it happens to be cold, flie takes care 
to warm it ; if it is hungry, Ihe quickly fupplics its 
Wants ; if it defires to walk, fhe leads it by the 
Hand ; if it be foul, flie cleans it, and is not dif- 
gufted with the moit diiagreeable things that have a 
tendency to, make it eafy. In fhort nothing can 
equal the Care of a Mother, nor can there be greater 
Kindnefs done than that which is receivecf from our 
Parents : A good Child ought to repay thcfe Benefits 
in part, by rendring them all the Obedience and Ser- 
vice they arc capable of. 

When there is*U defign of educating Children well 
we cannot begin too foon, efpecially when the Mind 
begins to open : If by chance any thing prelenta 
itfelf which has Life or Motion, tho' it be but a con- 
temptible Infeft, a Shrub, a Plant of litde ufe, warn 
him not to do it any Injury ; by which means you will 
cultivate and nourilh in him the Sentiments of Grood- 
nefs and Moderation, which he has received from Na- 
ture, 

If there comes a Perfon of Diflinftion or ad- 
vanced in Years, a Relation, a Friend to your own 
Houfe, inftrudl your Children to ihew them Relpcft 
after their manner j and thus you will form them to 
• Civility and Politenefs, of which they have already the 
Seeds in their own Nature : Sometimes a dry Anfwer, 
when they fpeak or laugh in a wrong Place, willfervc 
to maintain their Modefty and Integrity: If they are 
never fo little quarrelfome or lovers of Difcord, they 
fhould he reproved with a great deal of Sternnels and 
Severity, but without chaftifing them with Anger ; fb / 
viok.rt a Condqft will render their Tempers niorc 
morofe, and make them more hafty and paflionate. 

It is my ufual Saying, that i^ a Father ufes his Son 
well the Son will behave refpeftfully to the Father \ 
but if the Father is not fuch as he ought to be the Son 
fhould not, on that account, neglecl his own Duty \ 
he fhould be like another Chun^ whole Cries and 

Tears 
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Tears continually befought Heaven to fliowcr down 
Blcflings on a Father, who feemed only to have given 
him Life in order to be his Tornncntor. 

Of the Reciprocal Duties of Brotbeh^ 

NEXT to our Parents nothing concerns us more 
nearly tha* our Brothers : When Brothers are young 
it is a pleafure lo behold the Tendernefs they (hew to 
^ach other -, if the eldeft is grown up, and the younger 
is ftill a Child, he takes all manner of care of it, he 
takes it by the Hand, carries it in his Arms, and dif- 
covers his Fondnefc a thoufand different ways. 

But when Brothers come to be fetded in the World 
then Complaifance for their Wiyes, whofe Difcourfc 
they too readily liften to, Intereft and Jealoufy produce 
Coldnefs, Sufpicions, Diftruft, and infenfibly difunite 
their Hearts. However when any Difgracc feems to 
threaten one, or any other advene turn of Fortune^ 
it then appears plain that other Relations, and the 
moft intimate Friends, are not fo much confidered as 
the moft indifferent Brother. 

Nothing would be more laudable than to fee Bro- 
thers live together, but this is not to be hoped for 
-when they are once fettled : Their Families, more or 
Icfs numerous, the Love of Expcnce in one, and of 
Frugality in another, the different Acquaintance which 
they have contrafted, produce oppofite Inclinations 
which it is not pofTible to reconcile. 

It is much more difficult for Sifters-in-law to agree 
together, efoecially with refpeft to the Management 
of the Houlnold when it is in common : For this aji 
Expedient may be found out -, they may live in the 
fame Habitation at the fame time that their Expences 
are feparate : But, if to avoid all occafion of Mifiin- 
derftanding and Noife they cannot live under the fame 
Roof, the eldeft ought always to love the younger, 
and the younger to refpeft the elder ; this Separation 
it fdf fliould ferve to make the Bonds of the Blood, 

by 
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by whidi they arc united, nuich more flrong } other* 
wifcj if any troublefbme Affair happens, the whole 
Family may be in danger of coming to Ruin. 

It is* an ancient Proverb, that when Brothers live 
together they ought to maintain themfclves, which is 
the way to lead a quiet Life ; if no differences or 
' difputes happen to arile the Children will imitate their 
Example, which will contribute to tranfmit Unity and 
Concord to future Generations : This well deferves our 
Attention ; nfK)ft commonly the Wives are the occa* 
lion of the Separation of Families •, wherefore their 
Husbands ihould guard againft the fufpicions and vain 
talk of their Wives, jmd tjien the Peace and Unity of 
Brothers will be conftant and lafting. 

The Agreement between Brothers and their Fami* 
lies is a fource d( Happinefe v the method of keeping 
it up is to be skilled in the Art of bearing and forbear* 
ing ; of feeing things, and behaving as if they were 
not feen ; of hearing much, and feeming not to have 
heard any thing ^t all ; after this manner they will 
learn not to magnify trifles, and to avoid great uneafi* 
nefi, nay often troubiefome quarrels. 

The Sage Ten tfr faid very well that Brothers arc, 
with xf&p^ to each other, like the Arms and the 
Feet, and that the Wife, with reference to the Hus- 
band, is like a Garment' that he has purchafed: The 
Philofopher's meaning is that Brethren, born of the 
fame Mocher^i are of the fame fubftance, a Whole, 
which cannot be hurt in one part but the reft will fee} 
it : But what doth fpmetimes really happen ? Excefs 
of Complailanee in a Husband to his Wife produces 
Indifierence, and afterwards Averfion for his own Bro- 
thers, which at length proceeds to a Separation. 

However the views of Wives are generally limited ; 
they are confined to the little cares of Houfewifry qf 
whkrh they are contii^ually talking ; this perfuades a 
Husband that his Wife has an affedion for the Family, 
aadi$ capable of taking the management upon her ; he 

himfclf 
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himfclf enters infcnfibly into the views of his Wife, 
and imitates her too great' Frugality : There needs 
nothing more after this than a trifling Intereft to difu- 
nite their Afie&ion, and to deftroy the Union that 
oaght to reign among Brothers. 

Tlaere is doubtlels no Law which obliges a Father 
to leave his Son any Inheritance whatever : Nay, how 
many Fathers do we fee who not only leave their 
Children nothmg, but alfo heavy Debts to pay ? It is 
therefore neceflary for Children, that they may not be 
difiinited by Intereft, to lay to themftlves, fuppofe 
our Relations had not left us fuch an Efkte, fuch a 
Houfe, or fuch other PofleJKons, which is the occa- 
fionof our Difputes ; let us therefore aft as if they 
had not been left to us at all : This Reflexion alone is 
capable of preventing Diflerences ; it is a trifling thing 
may they Jay, and we are at a very unneceflary Ex- 
jpence ; the moft eflential Point is to live together in 
the ftrifteft Union* 

A Wife, on the other hand, ought to look upon 
fccr Husbands Brothers as Bone of his Bone, and 
Fkfh of his Flefh, that ihe may have as miuch: 
Efteem and Confideration for them as poflfiblc. When 
even there is juft caufc of Complaint, on account of- 
sn extraordiniary Expence, it (bould be under proper 
Refl:riftions, and in a moderate and decent manner : 
To fhun giving trouble to thofe who give it us, is, 
the fureft means of caufing them to enter into them-s 
felycs, and change their Difpofkion, 

Of the Duties of Husband and Wife. 

WHEN a Marriage is going forward, the prin- 
cipal thing to be confidered is the Harmony of the^ 
Dilpofition and Temper of the intended Husband 
and Wife ; for it is neceflary that there fliould 'be a- 
Conformity in their Inclinations and Humour, and 
in fliort they fliould feem only to be made for each 
pther : But xhis is but too often neglefted ; they gc-» 

nerally 
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nerally have an Eye to the (lighter Convenicnc<^. : 
Sometimes it is the Rank or Employment of the 
Peribn, or elfe an ancient Friendfhip between the two 
•Families ; fometimes it is a mutual Intimacy^ <x 
the fame Propenfity which the Fathers have for polite 
Learning or Philofophy. 

Th? Marris^e-Contraft being once concluded from 
one of thefe Motives, the two Fainilies treat each 
other as Relations, and lend a mutual Ailiftance even 
before the Bride is taken home to her future Hus^ 
band : The Union feems very ftrift ; but how long 
will it laft after tlie Confummatiori of the Nuptials ? 
Her Relations, who bore her Company, are deli* 
rous that the Entertainments and Plays which they 
partake of ihould laft a long while ; they delay their 
returning home as much as ever they can ; their long 
Stay and great Expence procure a Diftafte, which 
proceeds to Complaints againft the Marriage-Brokers ; 
they murmur at the fmall Fortune and Nuptial-Prc- 
fents that were made. 

When the Oucfts return home they repeat every 
occafion of Uneafinefs, and magnify them greatly; 
when a Vifit is made at any time afterwards, they feem 
to carry in their Bofoms a bundle of Thorns 5 they 
often pafs by the Houfe without fo much as entring 
in, or if they do, they appear with aa^Air of Cold- 
nefs and IndifFerency, and will not condefcead io 
much as to drink a Difh of Tea. 

The young Bride has the greatcft Cauie of Com^ « 
plaint ; ihe often pafles from a wealthy Family into 
one whofe Circumftances are narrow ; all the trouble 
of managing houfhold Affairs falls upon her ; howe- 
ver willing fhe m^y be Ihe is not able to fupport 
fuch variety of Bufincfs ; fhe perceives her Husband's 
Affection begin to cool, but dares, not complain of it ; 
at the diftance fhe is from her Mother's Houfe, ftic 
can n^either fee nor talk with her ; in fhort fhe leads 
an uneafy Life, giving her fclf up to Sighs and Tears 

without 
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i^ithout any Allevadon or Comfort ; the more fhc 
has been beloved in her own Family the harder her 
Condition vu 

One great defign of Marria^ was to flrengthen So^ 
dety among Mankind : Alliances air contra&ed to 
form the ftrifteft Union ; at preient the pernicious 
Maxims, which are introduced, have entire reference 
to interefted Views, which divide thofe who formerly 
lived in a friendly manner : This Diibrder is almoft 
unived^, but it reigns moil in die City of Tat^ 
tcbeou. 

I wiih all thoie who marry would ferioufly attend 
to the nature of fo great a TranfaAion : A young 
Man ought principally to aim at finding, in a virtu^ 
ous Companion, the Aflilfcuice which is ncccflary for 
the good Management of a Houfe : A Maid ought 
to propofe to her ielf the meeting with a firm Support 
in a prudent and faithful Husband : This is the Plan 
of a perfe6t Marriage, which will infallibly be follow^ 
cd by conjugal Fruitfiilnefs. 

' A Husband ought not to confide too much in his 
Wife, with refpeft to the account Ihe gives of her 
Childrens Conduft ; Ihe will always be inclined to 
ecmceal or diflemble their bad Qualities *, on the con« 
trary if it be a Woman, whom he has' cipoufcd for 
a iecond Wife, he ought not to give credit too 
lightly, with relation to the Faults fhe affirms the 
Children of the firft Bed have been guilty of. There 
til a great deal of reafon in the iaying, that the prin- 
cipal care of a Husband is to render his Wife vir^ 
tuous. 

However prudent your Wife may fcem, don't let 
her meddle with your Affair^ that lie abroad ; what^ 
ever Talents your Slaves and Servants may have, com* 
municate nothing to them relating to your own Per-* 
^ f<m and Wife: This is an Article that no married 
Perfon ought to be ignorant of. 

As 
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As for thofe who marry their Daughters into di* 
^ant Countries, they cannot make ufe of too great 
Precautions : Perhaps you have feen a young Man by 
chance that hits your Fancy ; you find he has ibme 
JMerit, and immediately you perfuade your felf that 
you are going to make as happy a Marriage as that 
formerly was of Tcbu and Tcbin : You give him your 
Daughter; you fufFer her to depart. Do you think 
her Heart has confented to this Separation ? 

When fhe Ihall come to her HusbMtfs Houfe, can 
you hope that Peace and Unity will continue therft 
long ? When the Birth-day of her Relations or one 
of the annual rejoicing . Days ihall arrive, when the 
whole Family m«et together at her Father's Houfc 
to pafs the Day in Mirth and Jollity, flie will be 
quite difconfolate that fhe cannot be in the fame Com* 
pany \ being placed as flic is in another Climate, her 
Eyes cannot meet thofc of her Mather 5 think then 
how great her Uncafinefs muft be ? 

If at' the end of fome Years, ihc is permitted to 
take a Journey to fee her Friends, a Month is hardly 
cxps-ed but ihe is fent back without knowing how 
long it will be before flie will have this fatis£k£tian a 
fccond time : In this melancholy moment of Separa* 
tion they wrcft her very Soul from her Body ; on the 
Road Ihe turns her Head every .moment towards 
the Place ihe is quitting, and where fhe has left hef 
dear Relations ; her Tendernefs is renewed^ and gives 
her an Uneaflnefs of Mind impoffible to be exprefled : 
Thus by too great a precipitation a Father procures 
his Dai^ter*s Mifery. . ' 

If Riches are only the Ends of a Marriage, the 
grand Doftrine of Husband and Wife can no longer 
fubfift I in like manner if at the Funeral Obsequies 
of Parents, the^ chief defign is to bring down Ben&- 
diAions upon the Family, thenceforward the duties 
of a Son, with refpeft to his Father, are annihilated. 
When does a Wife happen to defpr& her Husband? 

It 
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It is when fhe is proud of having made her Husband's 
Fortune : What is it inclines a Son to keep the Body 
of his Father fo long a time without Interment ? It is 
often becauie he is afraid to bury hiiti in a Place that 
may prove unfortunate to himiclf : It is thus that Self* 
Intereft deftroys every Virtue. 

However there arc Ibme who are carefiil enough 
in the choice of a Son-in-law, but are negligent in 
that of a Daughter-in-law : However one is more 
difficult than the other; for it is an eafy mat- 
ter to find out the Character of a Son-in-law, but 
that of a Maid is not fo eafy to be known, and yet 
it is a very important matter. 

If he who defires to marry oflf a young Perlbn 
^ attends to nothing but what the Woman brings,or if he 

who would difpofeofhis Daughter thinks of nothing 
but of the Prefents that will be made, either in Mony 
or Jewels ; that is if he values nothing but Riches, 
and has no r^ard to Merit, it will be the occafion of 
TOihing Ae Family, and of dividing and difuniting 
the neareft Relations. 

We ought not to fuppofc that a Woman well-born 
is a certain fource of Happineis ; for we fliould chiefly 
regard the Virtue of a future Spoufe, and prefer that 
to Birth and Riches : A Virgin who is prudent, vigi- 
lant, diligent,chafte, obedient^who never contradicts her 
general Chara<Sler, but is of an even Temper in good 
or bad Fortune, is a very confiderable Acquifition : 
When we meet with one of this Charaftcr we may 
boafl in reality of poflcffing a great Treafure. 

Jealoufy is a great misfortune to a Family, when 
it takes pofleffion of a Woman's Mind, efpecially if 
ihe has no Children : Tho* a lawful Wife of this 
ftamp perceives her Husband grow grey-headed 
with Sorrow for want of a Child, yet Ihe cannot bear 
to fee him approach a Concubine or a Slave, and will 
take all methods to prevent it : If the Concubine or 
Slave becomes pregnant ihe will not omit Potions, 

and 
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and other Methods to procure Abortion, and deftrov 
the Fruit before it is born. 

To prevent this Misfortune the Husband is often 
obliged to maintain his Concubine in a feparatc 
Houfe: If fhe brings forth a Son Jealoufy afe ano- 
ther part, Ihe makes a Ihow of counterfeit Toy and 
ufes the moft tender Expreflions with defign to pre- 
vail upon her Husband to bring her back ; but her • 
real Intention is to lay fnares for her Deftrudion • If 
her Stratagem does not fucceed fhe gives hcrfelf ud 
entirely to Paffion ; fhe cries, florms, threatens to 
fire the Houfe, and to do all the dreadful things fhe 
can think gf: The poor Husband is fo terrify 'd that 
he immediately complies and fends for the Mother 
and Child ; foon after the jealous Wife has recourfe 
• to the moft 'notorious Calumnies to procure the ruin 
of tlie helpJefs Concubine ; fhe beats her, and fol- 
lows her fo long with Cruelties till fhe at len^nh 
forces her to run away. " 

As for the Infant you would imagine, by her Be- 
haviour, that fhe loved it moft afJcdionately, at the 
fame time that fhe hates it at the bottom of her • 
Heart, and perhaps is contriving how to difpatch 
It fecretly by Poifon : If fhe gains her Ends flie is 
. fetisfy d, and is not at all concerned that fhe has no 
Child to ferve and comfort her in her old Age 

There is fliU another kind of bad Women, and 
, they are fuch as their Husbands take for their fe- 
cond Wives : They cannot bear that the firft Wife 
Ihould enjoy a good Reputatbn, and their Rage car- 
ries them fo far as to deftroy the Children by the 
former Bed ; and this fhe does that the Spoufe 
who was fo greatly cfteera'd, may not be honoured 
according to the cuftom of the Empire, but be bu- 
ried m Oblivion : This is an Excefs of Inhumanity 
whereof fome Women are capable, and of whi-h 
many Examples have been feen in the World. " ■ 

you. Ill z There- 
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Therefore, when a Pcrfon intends to take a. Wife, 
he cannot examine too narrowly whether Ihe is of a 
jealous Difpofition or not, without which he is likely 
to be made very unhappy : If he is married, and has 
no Children,, he ought to confider well before he takes 
a Concubine, whether he can bear the Inconveniences 
which commonly follow thereupon : Bat he who has 
Children already, when he reflefts upon the faiut 
Consequences of Jealoufy fo natural to Women, will: 
as(tl a wife part if he ftiiies his Inclinations, whe- 
ther for a Concubine or a fecond Wife, and Tanqotlbes 
the Charms of Plcafore with the love of £aK and 
domeftick Tranquillity. 

Wives are dillinguifhed into fuperior and inferior,, 
that is to fay the lawful, and thoie that are not ib ^ /" 
but there is no fiich Diflindlion among the Children ^ 
this is the grand Dodkrine of the Empire : However 
the Children of the lawful Wife, and thofe of the 
Concubines, are not altogether without Diftin£ti(»i- 
according to common Cuftom \ this gives the true 
Wife a Rank of Superiority over the reft : Formerly 
the Emperor and the Princes of the Empire took fe- 
ven Wives, the Grandees and Mandarins had three,. 
Undergraduates and the Vulgar but one lawfiil Wife 5 
if they had more they were deemed to be Concu* 
bines. People do not fail, when they mention their 
Wives or Concubines, to affume a grave Air, to 
weigh their Words, and to fpeak as Mafter of the 
Houfe, wherein every one takes the Place which 
properly belongs to him ; intending to fhew \>j this 
that they took a Concubine for no other purpoie than 
to manage Houlhold- Affairs, and to be employed in 
the loweft and moft troublefbme Offices, to fei:ve 
carefully the Father and Mother, and to love, nou- 
rifli and bring up the Children. 

But if this Concubine has contributed by her la- 
bour and care to enrich the Family, and if by her 
means you arc more eftcemed and refpe&ed, is it not 

proper 
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proper that fhe (hould experience this happy Change 
of Fortune ? And yet how many are there who adt 
quite otherwife, who difmifs ^ Concubine, without 
gny Formality, after Ihe has had Children, and done 
long and important Services ? If you would boClieve 
them their main defign in fending her away is to give 
greater Advantage to the lawful Wife, and to do ho- 
nour to the Marriage-Bonds: But do not they know 
that in great Families the Children and Grandchil- 
dren who attain Degrees and OfEccsarc thofe of the 
lawful Wife ? They are more careful in pufhing their 
Fortune: However many ot thofe, who are born of 
Concubines, rife likcwife in the World, and obtain 
marks of Diftindion and Nobility for their natural 
Mother ; the Light and Splendor of her Sons I'eflcdt 
upon her, and their Elevation dignifies her^ 

There are certain Mailers of Families who value 
themfelves upon their Steddinefs and Refolution^ and 
yet are fo weak as to give up a poor Concubine they 
have a value for to the difcrction of their Wives : 
This is attended with great Inconveniences ; the dx> 
meftick Afiairs ought not to be regulated, but ac-^ 
cording to the pleafure of the Mafter of the Houfe ; 
it is not at all decent that a Wife fhould meddle with 
the Government, and fpcak in a magifterial manner. 

We fee, in the ancient JHiftories, that when the 
Daughters of King;8 were married to Perfons of an 
inferior Rank, they behaved in a meek and humble 
manner, without priding themfelves, in their high Ex- 
traftion ; what better Examples can any Perfon fol- 
low ? 1$ it the Condud of the common fort, or is it 
not much rather that of the Sages and Grandees that 
we ought to imitate ? I would have young Maids 
place their Glory and Nobility in being mild and obe- 
dient i Parents cannot beftow greater Tokens of their 
Tenderncfs upon them than in giving them an early 
tindare of Pditencij and Virtue. 

2 2 None 
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None of our ancient Books fpeak in exprefs terms 
^ concerning Marriage ; it was fo late as the Dynally 
of Tang^ that a Perfon called Lm tfai wrote upon the 
Subjed: : At prefent we meet with feveral who confult 
the Stars, and imagine they can difcovcr by them the 
Agreement or Difagrcement, the good or bad Fortune 
of thofe who are about to marry : A weak Imagina- 
tion ! and is attended often with bad Confequenccs ; 
for thefe filly Obfervations often break off Marriages 
which are almoft concluded, or are the occafion of 
Trouble and Diffenfion. 

Another Error of our Days is this : To what pur- 
pofe (hould a young Man and Maid, will fome fay, 
wait till they are twenty Years old before they are 
married ? This fhcws an Ignorance of the ancient 
Rites, which fay that a Son fhould be married at 
thirty, and a Daughter at twenty : Can one read thele 
Maxims of our Sages in our moft ancient Books, and 
yet follow new Notions? 

Formerly , which is very obfervable, when a 
Perfon had caft his Eyes upon a Son-in-law, the 
Daughter was permitted to have a glimpfe of him, 
for the firft time, in the Dining-Room thro* a fmall 
hole made in a Skreen placed before the Door of her 
inner Apartment ; in this choice they did not look 
upon it as a principal ' point to examine the eight 
Letters of good Fortune to determine the good or 
bad Fate of Perfons who are going to enter into con- 
jugal Tics ; they examined if the Maid was virtuous, 
and if the Youth was a Man of Conduft ; if the 
Age, Humour and Inclinations were fuitable ; and 
certainly this ought to be principally regarded : They 
may afterwards make choice of a Month and a for- 
tunate Day, to accomplifh the Marriage after the 
ufual Form, wherein both Parties drink in the fame 
•Cup ; and what occafion is there to add to this vulgar 
and fantaftick Cuftoms fubjeft to a thoufand Incon- 
veniences ? 

When 
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When the Ceremony is ended it is the Cuftom, in 
well-bred Families, for the young Bride to withdraw 
into her Apartment, and nfot to have any . farther 
Concern with the reft of the Family, with her Bro- 
thers-in-law, nor even with her Husband's Father ; 
and yet there has been introduced, even almoft in our 
Days, among the Vulgar a deteftable Cuftom, which 
I defy any one to find in our ancient Books, and 
which is only fit for Barbarians brought up and edu- 
cated in a Defart : They delay her withdrawing into 
the Apartment for three Days, and thefc are called 
the Three Days of Freedom ; and during this time what 
Extravagancies do not they allow to be put in prac- 
tice ? The Wife is placed on the Nuptial-Bed ; they 
flock round about her, and perform a hundred Mon- 
key-Tricks ; one takes off her Shoes ' in a jefting 
manner, and hides them in her Sleeves -, another lifts 
up the Veil which covers her Face -, a third takes her 
Head between his Hands, fmells her Hair, and cries,* 
What an admirable Scent is here ! Some cotmterfeit 
Madmen, and endeavour to raife a Laugh by Gri- 
maces" and indecent Buffooneries, at the fame time 
drinking hearty Draughts ; and this they call Merri- . 
ment and Diverfion. 

But who arc thefe that ad: thefe foolifti Farces? 
Why truly the near Relations, the Father-in-law and 
the Uncles, who, forgetting their Age and Rank, 
overleap the Bounds of Decency and Shame ; they 
were young thoughtlefs Fellows who gave rife to theic 
Diforders, and it belongs to wife Men, and Men of 
Letters, to ftop the courfe of them in the Places where 
they refide ; by this they will gain a lafting Efteern 
among the Sed: of the Learned, whofe Bufinefs it is 
to reform the Manners of the People. 

When the Marriage-Rites are ftriftly obfcrvcd there 
ij room to hope that the Match will be fortunate, 
and that the two Perfons, who are joined together, 
will be a Bleffing to each other, and arrive at a good 

Z 3 old 
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old Age : Among married People the Difoourfe often 
falls upon their Nobility and the rRichcs of their 
Family ; it is not fit that a Husband (hould make too 
curious an Inquiry into the Condition of the Rela- 
tions and Anceftors of his Wife, as whether they hav« 
born Offices, or lived in Obfcurity ; thefc Inquiries 
generally caufe Diflenfioh between the Wifi: and the 
Husband's Sifters. 

Wives, tho' they are never fo deferving, when they 
perceive the meannefe of their Extraftion is known, 
imagine that they fliall be reproached with it every 
moment, and treated with contempt : Hence arifes a 
Diftafte for each other, anxious Cares and cruel Suf- 
picions prey upon the Heart, and oftentimes a fe- 
cret Thirft after Revenge: The Glow-worm bor- 
rows ks Splendor from a heap of rotten Herbs, 
wherein h is generated ; the moft odoriferous Flowers 
derive their Beauty, and fine Smell, from the Dung* 
hil ; Light breaks forth from the Bofom of Dark- 
ncfs i the beft Fountain-water is procured immediate- 
ly from the Cleft of the Earth, from whence it Iprings 
. and bubbles. 

The principal State of Life in the World is that 
of Wedlock -, from whence is derived the Rela^ 
tion of Father and Son, then that of Brethren ; after 
which Men unite themfelvcs in the Bonds of Friend- 
fhip -, and when Societies have been formed and are 
become numerous, they have rifen to the Relation of 
Prince and Subjefts: Hence it is faid that the princi- 
pal Care of a wife Man has Marriage ft)r its Objeft \ 
even the Union of Heaven and Earth itfelf is a per- 
feft Model of conjugal Concord. Our Claffical 
Books Ibppofe the Regularity of this State, as the 
Foundation of good Order and Regularity in ge- 
neral. 

The Perfeftion of a Marriage State requires the 
Husband to maintain a perfeft Harmony with his 
Confort, to treat her with Rcfpeft, but not with too 
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great Familiarity ; to take pleafiire and delight in 
her Society without too paflionate a Pondnels. 

As for the Wife flie ihould diftinguifh herfelf by 
fi, Sweetnefe of Temper mix'd with Gravity, and by 
a Re^eft foil of Complaifance, not degenerating in- 
to abjecl Flattery.: Formerly when the Husband and 
Wife convcrfed together concerning any Affair, they 
iat over-Againfl: ^cach other, and fhew'd the fame Re- 
ipc<3:as if ithey were talking to a Vifitor: How charm- 
ing was fudi a JBehaviour ! 

A Woman has three Duties to perform ; fhe is to 
mangge the Houfhold-Affairs, to be diligent in icrv- 
Jng her Husband's Parents, and to fhew the fame 
JRiefpcdt to her Husband as to a Mafter : If fhe ac* 
quits herfelf well in thefc Particulars ihe is an accom- 
fJifh'd Wife. 

The Charader of a good Husband confifts in his 
Steadinclfi to preferve right Order in his Family : On 
this account he juflly holds the Rank of Superiority 
which he pofTefles, being able to command himfelf in 
the ufe of lawfol Plcafures : Hence proceeds conjugal 
Harmony, which will be follow*d with all the other 
Advantages of Marriage. 

If, according to the old laudable Cuflom, the Fa- 
ther choofes a W ife for his Son^, and the Mother finds 
out a fit Mat^h for her Daughter, this will be a Gua- 
rantee of the mutual Concord of the young Couple ; 
-and that which will -contrlbwce to it ftill more, will be 
for the Bride to avoid carefully all Sufpicions, and not 
to Kften to malicious Whifpers, otherwife Rcpen- 
4ancc will come too late. 

As for Concubines there are many Matters of Fa- 
fnilies, who koow how to keep them under, but there 
arc few have the Art to make them live undiflurbed 
in a Houfe, bccaufc the firft Wife is feldom Mift :efs 
of folid Virtue: Women arc generally addided to 
unaccountable Jealoufies ; for this rcafon, if you have 

Z 4 ' ChiU 
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Children by a deferving Woman, the bcft way will 
be to take no Concubine at all. 

If a Husband is arrived at his fortieth Year with- 
out having any Children, he may then take a Concu* 
bine ; for this is accordino; to the Laws, which look 
upon a want of Pofterity as the greateft Misfortune. 
If the Wife, through a jealous Tranfport, makes a 
Difturbance and a Noife, and fills into a Rage at the 
very Name of a Concubine, the Husband muft in- 
form her Relations of his Intention, and if their Per- 
fuafions have no effeft upon the Wife, and fhe ftill 
continues to oppofe her Husband's Defign, he fliould 
then have recourfe to the Magiftrate ; and after a Ci- 
tation to appear before his Tribunal let her be di- 
vorced according to the ufual Form ; for, in fliort, 
he is not oblig'd to be fo complaifant to his Wife as 
to render himfelf culpable, with refpeft to his An- 
ceftors, in not performing all in his Power to perpe- 
tuate the Family. 

Of the Duty of Friends. 

WHATEVER Harmony there may be among 
Friends, it is a difficult matter to keep it inviolable ; 
a Word falling by chance from your Friend may give 
you a Diftafte, and offend your Delicacy : What 
will be beft for you to do ? Why, to diflemble the 
matter, and overlook fuch a Trifle : Take a great 
care not to make a harlh Reply, or to inform the 
jRrft Perfon you meet with your Difcont'^nt : The 
Ajffeclion'of your Friend will certainly grow cold, 
either from a dilagreeable Anfwer, or an indifcreet Re- 
lation of the manner of your Complaint. 

While Children are kept at home, and before they 
have any Acquaintance abroad, they know no body 
but their own Family; afterwards they meet with 
Companions at School, to whom they begin to be 
attached; When they have attain'd to. a certain Age 

they 



China^ Chinese-Tartar Y,^^r. 

they marry, and have a neceflary Communication 
\vith the Relations of the Wife, and nothing is mor^ 
eafy than to fall into their Manners arid Cuftoms-: 
If thefe Relations are laborious People, diligent and 
frugal, a young Man profits by fheir Examples; and 
on the contrary if they are extravagant, luxurious 
and Lovers of Pleafure, he will foon be addidedto 
thcfe Irregularities. 

When he is grown up to Man's Eftate, and en^ 
gages in Bufinefs, he then affociates himfelf- v/ith 
other Perfons, with whom he has any Concerns :: He 
likewife gains Acquaintance with thoft who are' ad- 
mitted together to the fame Degree, or with Men of 
Letters who live in the fame City : This Acqoain-r 
tance is made inferifibly, and without per(!civingrany 
great Change in his Behaviour or Manners ; and if by 
this means Vice takes root in a young Heart,- it: will 
be difficult to pluck it up ; for this reafon Men ought 
to be very attentive to the FricQdfhips they enter into, 
bccaufe commonly- they produce very great Changes 
with regard either to Virtue or Vice. •: 

There is nothing ought to be avoided more than a 
perverfe Mind and a bad Heart'; the leaft Familia- 
rity with People of this Stamp is very dangerous:^ 
manage every thing with them as if they were entire 
Strangers, by which means you will avoid many Dif- 
ferences, and prevent troublefome Affairs in which 
you may be involved thro' their Malice, 

Fly with equal Care an pbftinate Man, but witli- 
out letting hini perceive it, otherwife you will make 
him a dangerous Enemy -, feek after the Company of 
a prudent Man, but take care to be open and free in 
your whole Behaviour, by which means he will be 
gained over, and be ready to do you fervice. 

When 'you made choice of a Friend you perceived 
in him a hundred good Qualities, but now you have 
been long acquainted you find in him a thoufand 
Faults-; But is his Merit in reality Icfs than it was at 

firft? 
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firft ? No, the Friend is not changed, but your Heart 
is difgufted, and your Mind does not judge in the 
uiiial manner. 

The following is an odd Pradice not much unlike 
the former ; while a Perfbn is living, who is of our 
Acquaintance, we feldom mention any thing but their 
Faults, but when they are dead we talk of nothii^ 
but their Merit : Is it becaufe towards the end of their 
Lives their Defert has, as it were, fwallowed up all 
their Faults ? Not at all, 'tis only their Deatli which 
has rendered us more compaffionafie ; thofe wiio treat 
tbdr livmg Friends with the fame Eikem and Af- 
fofUoQ as when dead, will derive ^reat Advantages 
from their Friendftiip. 

It is of no ufe, or rather it is very inconvenicat, 
to enter into Friendfhq) with a great number tof Per- 
ions : Our ancient Sagf^ have faid, Tho^ you areac* 
quainted with a Perfon vo-y early, it will be no »- 
fy matter to gain a thorough Knowledge of each other : 
if you are fond of a Multitude, and are defirous t)f 
a Crowd of Friends, how then can you poffibly know 
much of them ? The Tefti monies likewifeof Eftoem, 
Friendfhip and Zeal, which thcfc fort of Perfons be- 
llow on each other, have nothing of Solidity in 
them ; all their Proteftations are but from the Teeth 
outwards, for if you difplcafe them in never fo tri- 
fling a matter they fall off, and are the readied to de- 
ftroy you with their flandcrous Tongues. 

This fhews you cannot be too carefial in the choice 
of Friends : My Friend, who was in a poor- and low 
Condition, finds himielf all on a fudden furrounded 
with Plenty, and in a fplendid Station ; I therdfore 
ought to found ,the prefcnt Diipofition of his Heart ; 
it is to be feared, if I treat him with my ufual Fami- 
liarity, he will give me but a cold Reception with a 
Defign to keep me away ; on the contrary if my 
Friend who was rich falls into Poverty after this 
(phangc of Fortune, I ought to have as great Regard 

for- 
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far him as ever, witixxt: which he may iib^)e£l that I 
aifoft an IndiiFcreoGe wkh an Iimntjon to bitak <£[ 
all Commerce ^th him ; I oaght then to avxnd dit 
kaft dung which may occafion fuch a Siatpkaafi. 

A wife Man, who knows tfast FrieifKUhips are i^ry 
liable to bebroke oflf, lacver entenB iatD any without a 
great deal of Reftexiom: True Friendifaip occe ixtst^ 
ed is fimple, and free from conftraint ) it has no ns 
courfe to vain Preoecvces, which are almoft always 
deceitful : But if a Perfoa is obliged to bnsak oS a 
Fri(^d^ip it ou^t to be done, as it were, diilentty, 
and a Perlon ihould withdraw infeafibly^ aind widioctt 
any mtk ; tlhis is an excellent Vteatpt of our Ack 
ceftors : Friendfliip^ fay they, wiuch is formod ikrw^ 
}y^ and withoot nradi Profi^ioQ, is genendly hA-- 
lag. 

Of the Duties of Relatiotis. 

TO carry our Indiiferenoe to Relations £> &r as 
to difownthcm, is the lEJlkOi of fooitfli Pride mod 
wkked Ingratioude ; fio proto6t tfaeoi when in NeoeA 
fity, and to aflifl them in Mr^tfertmies, i^ ite RikQt 
of fiqierior Vfanie : if jcM foficr yoor Relations to 
take v:p wkh mean Offices, tf tiiey are redtioed to he 
Servants or Slwrs, the Shame widl &I1 tipon yea; and 
befides are not yoa faulty with rc^pcA %o your An^ 
ceftoR, who Hic likew.i& itheirs ? 

A floor ££lack>n wiaks on die to communicate an 
A^ir '; I |)epceiveby>the Cbnfufion he b in that he 
would faki esoplaiii hinvfislf, but dares not, and that (be 
cannot £nd nt T«ittis to difcover his Mind ; it is 
tbenefoj^emy Place to entor into liis Thoughts, and if 
poifibleto lead him on in&iifibly totaake a Declara* 
tion of his Bufincft ; and df I am in a Condition to 
grant him the AiTiftance ke czpefte, I ought to do it 
generoufiy, m^ feafon the K^ndnei^ whih an obliging 
Behaviour, 

When 
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When extreme Mifery obliges poor Relations to 
implore your Afliftance, confult your Heart and your 
Ability, and tho* it is inconvenient. endeavour to lend 
them Afliftance ; do not fay to them I lend you this 
or that, the Word Lend will put them in mind of 
their Obligation to repay it, and will make them un- 
eafy ; but be particularly careful not to promife what 
you cannot perform. 

. The Nature of Mankind is fuch, that it is not pof- 
fible to avoid all Occafions of Complaint and Difcon- 
tent among Relations and Neighbours : . How then 
ihould we behave when thefe Sc«ds of Divifion begin 
to fhoot forth? Why, we muft learn to bear and for- 
bear, and call to mind, that if a Relation has his Fail- 
ings, we ourfelves ,are not entirely free, and theneforc 
we Ihould mutually overlook each others Faults : If 
one cannot pais over the leaft Uneafinefs, but make 
a noife at it, and trufting to our Quality, Riches, or 
Learning, greatly refcnt all the little Difturbances 
that may happen, without yielding in any Cafe what- 
ever, it will be a means of felling into Law-fuits, 
and perpetuating Animofities. . , 

* There are degrees of Kindred, and according to 
thefe degrees there arc feveral Teftimonies of Rcfped: 
required, and yet how many are there who regard no- 
thing but their own Fortune ?. If we happcn.to be in 
Company, when a Relation who is rich and power- 
ful is the Subjeft ' of Converfation, we are proud of 
being related to him ; My honourable Uncle, will 
fome fay, iic. on the contrary if a poor Relation is 
talked of, who is covered with Rags, he is mention- 
ed with the greateft Contempt ; My rafcally.Coufin, 
will they fay, and fuch like: They would fecm to 
difown a poor Relation, .becaufc he is in Mifery ; 
what an unworthy Praftice is this ! 

It is not allowable, even to PerJbns of the higheft 
Rank, to negleft their Duty to their JRelations, 
Friends, Neighbours, or Countrymen. Emperors 

and 
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and Princes do not difpenfe with thefe buties, and 
in this they refcmble Heaven which fheds its In- 
fluence on the nfioft contemptible Places : Should not 
we then follow the Example of our Matters, and 
fhould People in a low Condition think that they un- 
dervalue themfelves in giving Affiftance to every one 
of the Family, without refpeft of Perfons ? 

Yet how many are there who build magnificent 
Temples to the Honour of Idols, or maintain at their 
own Houfes for their Pleafure a Company of Aftors 
and Adtrcfles, and fpare nothing to fupport their 
Luxury, when at the fame time they think much of 
a trifling Sum, when required, for a poor Relation 
in neceflity ? But why is this done ? Do not they all 
proceed from the fame Stock? Have not the Riches 
they are poflTcfs'd of been received from their com- 
mon Ancefl:ors, and when thefe Anceftors. left their 
Poflfeflions, could they fuppofe a fmall part would be 
refufed to fucH of their Dcfcendants who Ihould fall 
into Poverty ? Could they imagine that any of their 
Heirs would be of fo cruel a Difpofition as to fufFer 
their Relations to perifti with Cold, Hunger and 
Mifery ? 

But let us confider that the Wheel of Fortune incef- 
fantly turns round, and no one can promife himfelf a 
continuance of Happinefs: Thefe poor Relations, 
whom you at prefent defpife, may not always be in 
want ; may not they be raifed in their turn to Offices 
and Dignities ? Your Children or Grandchildren may 
poflibly fl:and in 'need of their Aflifl:ance after your 
Death ; but what Aflifl:ance can they expeft from 
thofe whofe Treatment from you has been fo very in- 
different ? 

I have often obferved, that in numerous Families 
the Rich and Poor aflemble together once in a Year 
on fome occafions, but thefe happen very fcldom > 
poor Relations will venture to make a Vifit when, for 
inftance, any of the Family dies they go to the 

Houfe 
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Houfe which is in mourning very indifierently habited, 
thdr Garments being either too long or too ihort % 
but as they have nothing to offer they ftand at the 
Door overwhelnoed with Confulion^ not knowing 
whether they may be permitted to enter, or whether 
Aey ifaould return to their own Houfes : At length 
they enter in, but in a trembling manner, and their 
Timorouihefs increafes when they are about to make 
their Compliments in the preience of the Domefticks, 
who receive them very coolly : At length the Mafter 
of the Houie appears, but in a haughty and difdain- 
fill manner, which fcrves only to keep thcfe Wretches 
away from their Houies ; yet have not thofc who pro- 
ceed from the fame Stock a fort of Right to fhare, in 
ibme ienfe, the Happineis which is enjoyed by one 
part of the Family ? 

Of the manner of governing the Houfe^ and the Apart- 

tnent proper to the Women. 

NEVER ^ve Admittance into your Houfes nei- 
ther to Bonzefles, nor to a certain fort of old Wo- 
men, whofe Bufinefs is to fell Ornaments for the Heady 
Needles, Pendants, or Artificial Flowers, nor to 
fuch who bring Medicines, or are Go-betweens in 
Marriage-Affairs, their principal Employment is to 
colledl Stories from all the Families that they vifit 
to divert your Wives and Daughten ; but this is not 
the greatefl Miichief they do ; what is moil to be 
feared is their giving them a Rclifh for Galantry and 
Libertinifm, and fo caule them to run away, or be 
carried off: Thcfc are publick Pefts, which every ho- 
ncft Family ought carefully to avoid- 

The fame thing may be faid of the Singing Wo- 
men, who are fomedmes introduced into the inner 
Apartment, and arc not at all leis dangerous : As for 
Midwives it is impoflible to be without them, but 
fuch ihould be made choice of whofe Reputation is un- 
blemifh'd, yet let not thcfc make a Cuftom of coming 
to your Houfes. When 
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When one perceives that a Family rifcs early in the 
Morning one may conclude the Houfe is well-govern- 
ed, and that they aore not addicted to make Debauches 
in the Night ; and when this happens one may be 
certam thac the Skves and Dosnefticks are neither Li- 
bertines €a Knaves ; oci the contrary in thofe Houiea 
where they b^in to &aft in the Evening, and keep* 
their Beds till broad-day, one may conclude that the 
Family is difbrdierly, and that they are upon the very 
Briixk of Ruin. 

Keep no yoang Servants at your Houles, wh6 are 
fond of Dreis,. who af&£t foppifh Airs, and are anxi* 
ous to pleafe; for this gives a bad Notion of your 
Wi&lom : As for Women-Slaves, if their Perfbns are 
agreeai^, never fufier them to enter into your own 
Apartment; take care likewife not to hire Nuries 
who are too handfome, for tho* you fhould never lee 
thcai, nor hear them fpcak, yet you cannot avoid a 
thou^nd injurious Suipicions which will arife from 
hence. 

Great Joy is generally followed with great Uneafi- 
]iie& ; nothing biK a moderate Fortune can be the Foueh 
datioti of a kfting Tranquillity ; nay, tho' you fbould 
be reduced to downright Neceffity, you need not be 
kft happy. 

The Bufineis of a Mafter of a Family is to have 
an Eye to every thing, and then he may fay to hin>- 
&lf ; if I am careful and v^laitt, dares any, who be- 
tong to me, be idle and flothful ? If I am frugal, who 
dares be extravagant ? If I chiefly regard the common 
Good, who dares purfue their own private Intereft ? 
li I am open and fincere, who dares play the Hypo- 
crite ? Not only the Servants and Slaves, but likewife 
the Children and Grandchildren, will imitate {q ex- 
cellent a Pattern. It is commonly faid that the Per- 
fection of a Man's Heart is never to offend Heaven -, 
the Perfe&ion of his Behaviour, as it relates to Words 
and Aftions, confifts in their being fo prudent >and 

well 
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well chofen, that his Children and Servants may imi- 
' tate them. 

There is no Perfon whatever but loves to live in 
Profperity, Honour and Plenty, but there are few who 
underftand the Duties of this Condition ; they are de- 
ceived who think it an eafy matter to obtain it, and 
preferve themfclves in it : If it be Virtue, and an ex- 
renfive Capacity that raifes us to it, a Series of good 
Aftions fhoujd preferve us in it. In Ihort Knowledge 
and Prudence Ihould direft our Conduct ; if thefe 
Td,lents'are wanting our Riches and Honours will not 
laft Jong •, the wife Man only knows how to preferve 
them by his Diligence. 

Young Perfons of different Sexes ihould not meet 
together, or fit in the fame Place, nor make ufe of 
the fame Furniture, nor take things from each others 
Harid^ ; a Sifter-in-law ought to have no Converlation 
with her Brother-in-law : If a Daughter who is mar- 
ried- makes her Relations a Vifit, fhe muft not fit at the 
fame Table with her Brothers. Thefe Cuftoms have 
been wifely eftablifhed to make an entire Separation 
between Perfons of different Sexes ; and a Head of a 
Family cannot^ be too ftrift in feeing them obferved. 
:. The young Men of a Family ought not to ch^ftiie 
Domefticks themfelves, nor yet the Slaves. who hav^ 
committed any Fault ;' nor Ihould the Wives or young 
-Women punifh their Maid- Servants, or the Concu- 
bines •, when they deferve Corredtion the Head of the 
Family ihould be informed of it, who ihould order a 
favourable Puniihment, but not- inflidt it themfelves 
left they ihould be tranfported with Aager. 

If the Maftecs are too rigid. Servants will obey them 
with lefs Affection ; we ihould companionate the 
-Weaknefs of thefe Wretches, for the young have lit- 
tle Skill, and the old little Strength : To govern them 
wifely we ihould join Gravity with Mildneis, which 
' is the means to gain their Love and Reipeft. 

There 
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There is no Duty more important than that of in- 
ftrudling Youth j when a young Man begins his Stu- 
dies do not give him long Precepts ot die Method of; 
living in the World, it is fufficient to aid him infen- 
fibly by the reading of Books to gain this fort of • 
Knowledge ; but efpecially teach him 'Modefty and 
Refpc<3:, and never be fparing of your Reprimands 
and Correftions ; by this means you will overcome his , 
Spirit of Pride : Magnificence of Drels and luxurious 
Meals ought to be forbid very early ; never fufFer 
him to have the Icaft acquaintance with young Per- 
Ions of a bad Education, or inclinable to Debauchery : 
With fuch a proper Care as this your Son will be na- 
turally difpofed to every thing that is reafonable and 
good. 

Study gives a young Man a certain Air of Polite- 
nefs and Agreeablenefs, which makes his Company 
defireable : If you allow him to ncgledl his Studies, 
and to purfue his Pleafurcs and Diverfions, what a 
poor Figure will he make in the Company of inge- 
nious and polite Perfons ? If they happen to look up- 
on him a little carneftly, he will imagine they reproach, 
him for his Ignorance : If the Difcourfe falls upcn 
Learning, he will be feen to fmile affedledly, 
making a pretence of comprehending their Difcourfe, 
but at the bottom* will be as if he fat upon Needles. . 

You fhall fee Parents who keep their Children fb. 
conftantly to their Books, that they neither fufFer them 
to fee nor hear what paflcs in the World : Whence 
it happens that they are as fimple as the young Man, 
who chancing to be in a publick Street, and feeing 
a Hog, cry'd out. Of what an enormous fize this Rat. 
is ! This Example (hews that a Perfon may be a va*y 
Fool with a great deal of Learning. 

When the Mind of a Child opens more ?nd more,, 
and you have taken care to cxercife his Memory in. , 
caufing him to lear 1 the ufual Books by heart, in- 
(Iruft him gradually in the different Diuties of focial 

You III. A a X.ife^ 



354 ^* General History 6f 

Life ; and the better to inftil your Leffons into 
Mind make afe Of familiar Comparifons, (^ let them 
be comprifed in Vcrfe. 

If the Women feldom meet together there will be 
lefi Slander^ and greater Unity amoi^ Relations : It 
is 6id in the BodL of Rites, That what is talked of 
in the Women's Apartments ought not to be repeated 
out of them, and likewife that they ought not to liften 
to any thing which is difcourfed of out ^ their Apart* 

We cannot fiifficiently admire the Delicacy of our 
Sages, and the Precautions they have taken to hinder 
the leaft Communication between Peribns of difierene 
Sexes. 

However, in this Agp, Women and Maids are fccn 
to go freely to the Pagods, and there burn Perfumes ; 
to go into covered &rks, and take their Pleafure on 
the Water ; their Husbands know of it, how then 
come they to allow it ? There are others who are feen 
to look through a Lattice at the Plays which are 
afted in a neighbouring Half, where the Company \% 
rivaled ; they leave thelc Lattices pretty open that the 
Gucfts may have a glimpfe of their Perfons j there are 
even fome who find out a way to fhew their little 
Shoes, and to examine thro* the holes of the Skrccn 
the Air and Manners of the Company ; they are heard 
to talk to each other, and fall into Fits of Laughter ; 
the Eyes of the Players penetrate the Lattrce, and the 
Hearts of the Guefls likewife fly thither : But that 
which is flill more intolerable is that thefe Plays, 
which ought to reprefent a worthy Adion of a faith* 
ful Subjeft, or an obedient Son, or a Pattern of Cha* 
ftity and Juflice, are fometimcs mingled with a- 
morous Intrigues and criminal Commerce; can any 
thing be more dangerous to the female Sex ? and arc 
not the Confcquences hereof greatly to be feared ? 

The Education of young Girh ought to be quite 
diff^nt from that of Boys \ the latter ihould be in* 

ftrodcd 
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ftrufied if> modern and ancient Books, to render them* 
felves cajpable of attaining the Degrees and Dignities i 
but as for Perfbnfi of the fe;nale Sex^ the Le0bn| 
beftowed on them fhould relate to Vigilance, FrugsH 
licy. Unity, Obedience and Labour ; this ought to bo 
the Sum total of their Knowledge ; you cannot mak< 
a finer Encomium on^ the Virtue of a Womany than 
to fay (he is not learned. 

Tncre arc a fort of Wom^n who fun from Houfe 
to Houfe beating a little Drum till fomebody ftopf 
them ; fomethnes they fing Verfes^ fometinaes relate a 
Story, which they accomfiany with Anions and Gc<> 
ftures proper to divert i their Stik is plaiA and po« 
pular, and they require nothing but a fc^w Farthing^ 
for their pains : The Wbnien and young Gir!b are in^ 
&iiiely pleafed with hearing thefe Songfter$ ; ibme* 
times difFoient Families fliall afl&mble in the fame 
Houfe where they are invited % at firft they fufier 
them to fing in the outward Coitft next to the HaU^ 
then they bring them in ; the Scene begins by Repe* 
titions teaching nothing but Virtue ; from this tliey inu 
fenfibly proceed to Gallantry ; they relate the MiC^ 
fortunes of two Perfons who loVe each other paffio- 
nately, without an opportunity of cxpreffing it ; they 
liften to what they fay ; their Hearts are afFefted with 
Tend^nds v they figh, and eveii fbmetimes weep: 
Boe y9lM i^ ar h»igth the Event of all this P Secret 
LMeienrk^ aDd criminal Pleafures : What &tat Impre^ 
fions does tlus fi^andalous Amiuf^anent make upon 
young Minds ? How can they be reconciled to the 
FVecepts, which our ancient Saqc^ have left coocern- 
Bfg the Management of the female Sex ? They would 
have them hear nothing in the kafl offenfive to Mo^ 
defty, ftor have any Objeft that is ever fo little ob- 
fcene be prefcnted td their Eyes : This requires the 
emire Vigilance ^f a Mafter of a Family. 

When a Boj is twelve Years old his Entrance into 
the mner Apartment ought to be forbidden -, in like 

A a 2 manner 
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manner a young Girl of the fame Age ought not to 
' have the Liberty of coming out of her Apartment ; 
let it not be faid that tbefe are Infants, and that there 
is nothing to fear. Old Women-Servants are feldom 
diftrufted ; they pafs and repals where they pleafe, 
and yet by their means fecret Words are carried into 
the inmoft part of the Houfe, and what Diforders do 
not frequently arife from hence ? 

When in the Ladies Apartment you do not hear the 
finging of pieces taken out of Plays, nor the Tone 
of the Comedians counterfeited, it is a fign of Regu- 
larity and Virtue : If while the Husband is retired 
with his Wife, there are no Fits of Laughter heard, 
it is a fign they arc refpc(5tfully treated : The Servants 
ought not to be permitted to go backward and forward 
in the Houie, while it is Night, without a Candle. 
This Precaution is ncceflary, and prevents great In- 
conveniences ; the Mafter and Miftrefs are equally 
concerned to fee this Cuftom obferved. 




Of the Skill of the Chinefc in the Art of 

Medicine. 

T T cannot be faid that the Art of Medicine has been 
neglefted by the Chinefe ; they have a great num- 
ber of ancient Authors who treat of it, and they have 
applied themfelves to it from the Eftablifhment of the 
Empire. 

But as they have but litde Skill in natural Philofo- 
phy, and are not at all verfed in Anatomy, they never 
knew the Ufes of the Parts of the Human Body, nor 
conicquently the Caufes of Diftempers, their whole 
Knowledge entifely depending upon a doubtful Syf- 
tem of the Stmfture of the Human Body ; it is therefore 
not at all furprifing that they have not made the fame 
Progrefs in this Science as our Phyficians in Europe. 

How- 
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However the Study of Medicine has always been 
greatly cfteemdd by this Nation, not only becaufe it 
is ufeful for the Prefervation of Life and the Reco- 
very of Health, but becaufe they are perfuaded that 
there is a clofe Connexion between it and the Motions of 
the Heavens : There were ft)rmerly Imperial Acade- 
mies for the Improvement of Medicine, but the Phy- 
ficians, who are now in grcateft efteem, are thofc 
who have received their Knowledge from their An- 
ceftors in the fame Line, 

• The Chinefe lay down two natural Principles of 
Life, vital Heat and radical Moifturc, of which the 
Spirits and the Blood are the Vehicles : They give the' 
Name of Tang to the vital Heat, and that of Tn to 
the radical Moifture ; and as thcfe two Names joined 
make what we call Man, w hich has the Name of Gin 
in their Language, it is alfo of the Strokes or Figures 
of thefe two Words, joined together, that they form 
the Charader or Figure of the Name of Man ; and 
they fay, in a fymbolical manner, that as the Divi*- 
fion and Separation of thefe Strokes divide the Figure 
or Name of Man, fo the Divifion of thefe two Prin- 
ciples likewifc deftroys the Life of Man. 

The two Principles of Life, according to them, are 
lodged in all the principal Parts of the Body, in all 
the Members and Inteftines to convey Life and 
Strength. 

They make three Divifions of the Body, one is into 
the right and left Parts -, each of thefe Parts have an 
Eye, an Arm, Hand, Shoulder, Leg and Foot : The 
fecond Divifion is into three Parts, as the high, the 
middle, and the loweft Part : The high takes in the 
Head and the Parts as. far as the Bread ; the middle 
rfeaches from the Breaft to the Navel ; and the laft 
from the Navel to the bottom of the Feet. 

* To thefe two Diftindions they add a third, which 
divides the Body into Members and Inteftines. 

A a 3 The 
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.The fix principai Members, wherein the radical 
Moiftgre is lodged, are throe on the left fide, viz. the 
Hpart, Liver and one of the Kidneys ; three on the 
r^t, the Lungs^ Spleen ^, and the other Kidocy, 
which they call the Gate of Life, 

The Inceftines or Eiwails, in which they place the 
vital Heat« are likewiic fix in number » three on the 
left, the fmall Guts, the GaUrbladder, and the Urc* 
tcr^ ; three on the righc, the great Gvt$, the Stomaich, 
^nd the third part of the Body, 

They Itkewiie acknowledge certain mutual Relati* 
0n$ between the Menibers auid the Inteftines • Tiius on 
the left fide they pretend chat the fmall Guts have 
^cat reference to the Heart, the Gall-bladder to the 
l^iver, iiui the Ureters to the Kidneys ^ on the right 
fide the great Guts wid) the Lungs, the Stomach with 
the Spken, and the third part of the Body with the 
Gate of Life, or the right Kidney. . - 

Thcfe are the Parts of the Body which, according; 
(to them, are the natural Seats of vkal Heat and radi-* 
cal Moifture ; and it is from thefe Places that they 
pafs into other parts of the Body by m^ns of the 
Spirits and Blood, of which it feems they have known 
the Circulation ever fyice about four hundred Years af- 
ter the Deluge. 

They likewife foppofe that the Body is, on account 
of the Nerves, Mufcles, Veins and Arteries, a kind 
pf a Lute or mufical Inftrument, whofe Parts render 
diverie Sounds, or rather of a certain kind of Tempe* 
lament proper to themfi;! vqs by reafon of their Figure, 
(Situation and various U&s ; and it is by this m^uis 
that the different Pulfes, which are like the various 
jSounds, and diverie Touches of th^e InftrumentSt 
are Marks whereby infallibly to judge of their Pifixn 
fition i in the f^me mannisr that a Strit^ more or leii 

♦ This ferns to he « MifteJie iff, da Hal«k, fifr the SfUm Mu 
f» the l^ftfide, and the Li'ver on the right* 

ftfetflned^ 
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flmched, touched in one Place or ia another, in a 
manner more ilrong or more gentle, gives ^ifierent 
Sounds, and fhews if it is too loofe or too mvich 
iixetchoL 

After they have eftablifhed thcfe twelve $o\irces of 
Life in the Body of Man, they have learched after 
outward Tokens in the B<xly, t^t may discover this 
inward Difpofition of theib twelve Part^, and they 
think they have found them in the Head, which i^ 
the Seat of all the Senfes that perform the animal Ope- 
nuions ; and they Hippofing neceflary Relations be<- 
tween theie Senies, and the Sources of Li^, aflcrf: 
that there is an Agreement between the Tongue and 
the Heart, the Noflrils and the Lungs, the Mputh 
and the Spleen, the Ears and the ^Kidneys, as alfo the 
Eyes ancf the Liver ; and they think that from thp 
Colour of the Vilage, Eyes, Noftriis and Ears, from 
the Sound of the Voice, and the Diipofition of the 
Tongue^ they can make certain Conje&ures of the 
Temperature of the Body concerning the Life ^r Peath 
of a fick Pcrfon, 

J have already £(id that they noake the Heart, the 
jLiver, the Spleen, the Lunps and the I^neys the 
Seat of radiod Moifture, and the fix Inteftines die Seat 
of the vital Heat \ but it i$ neceHary to e^^lain the 
manner in which they think this radical Moifture 
and this vital Heat ar^ con^municated to other Farts 
of the Body ; They prctaid there are twelve Ways, or 
twelve Canals by which they are conveyed. 

They fay there is a Canal by which die radical 
Moifture pafies from the Heart to the Hands, an^ 
they call it Cbao cbun yn king : 'Tis by fuch lijce Paf^ 
i^^ that the Viicera, which are united to the Heart, 
convey the vital Heat, and thde Canab are called Cbeti 
tiAyang hng : Thefe two Origins join'd make one of 
the Sources of Life. 

The Liver fends the radical Moifture to the Feet, 
and the Canal which it pafies is called So kmyn kini ; 

A a 4 and 



•360 ^e General History of 

and it is the Gall-bladder that conveys the vital Heat 
to it by a Paffage which is called So chiao yang 
king. ■ * • 

The Kidneys likewife fend the radical Moifture 
through another Paflage, as alfo the Ureters the vital 
Heat : Thefe Canals prefcrve the Communication of 
Life with the left Side of the Body. 

On the Right Side the Lungs convey the radical 
Moifture by a Canal called Cheu tai yn king^ and the 
great Guts the vital Heat by the Paflage Cheng yang 
ming king : From the Spleen the radical Moifture goes 
to the Feet, and the vital Heat from the Stomach, 
the one by So yang ming king, and the other by So tai 
yn king. 

From the Gate of Life the radical Moifture goes 
to the Hands, by Cheu kiue yn king ; and the vital 
Heat of the third part of the Body to the Feet, 
by Cheu chao yang king. 

It is thus, according to the Chinefe Doftrine, that 
Life and Vigour are diftributed throughout the Body, 
and a Man cannot have, the Reputation of a learned 
Phyfician among them, without being well acquainted 
with thefe fix Sources of Life, which proceed from 
. thefe twelve Origins, and alfo the Paflages and Ca- 
nals by which they are conveyed, and the Alterations 
that may happen to them. 

After this Knowledge of the Conftruftion of a Hu- 
man Body, which is according to the ancient Ana- 
tomy of the Chinefe^ and is, as plainly appears, not 
very exaft, they then proceed to the Knowledge of the 
exterior Bodies, which may produce Changes in the 
Body of Man. 

Thefe Bodies, according to them, are the Ele- 
ments, which are five in number, the Earth, Metals, 
Water, Air and Fire : *Tis of all thefe Elements thaf; 
a Human Body is con^pofed, and difpofed in fuch a 
'manner, that there are Parts wherein one Element 
reigns more than the reft. 

Thus 
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' Thus Fire, reigns in the Heart, and the chief Vif- 
cera, which lie near it ; and the South is the Part of 
Heaven which has the principal Reference to thefc 
Parts, beaufe Heat is chiefly fituated there, and it is 
in Summer that they obferve the AfFcftions of the 

Heart. 

The Liver is referred to the Element of Air, as 
likewife the Gall-bladder, and both have a relation to 
the Eaft, which is the Place from whence Winds and 
Vegetation proceed 5 and it is in the Spring that the 
Pifpofition of both thefe Partes ought to be obferved. 
The Kidneys and Ureters belong to the Water, 
and are referred to the North, whence Winter is the 
propereft time to obferve their Indications. 

--The Metals are faid to prefide over the Lungs and 
great Intcftines, as well as the Weft and the Au- 
tumn, which is the time of their Indications. 

In fhort the Spleen and Stomach are of the nature 
of the Earth, and they are referred to the middle of 
the Heavens, between the four Cardinal Points, and 
the third Month of every Seafon is the time of their 
particular Indications. 

The Gate of Life and the third Part of the ^ody 
are fubjeft to Fire and Water, and receive the Im- 
preffions of the Heart and Kidneys, which they com- 
municate to the other Parts. 

They reafon, much in the fame manner as we do, 
concerning the Agreement and DiCigrcement of thefc 
' Elements with the Body of Man, from whence Alte- 
rations and Difcafes arife. 

*Tis by the Difference of the Pulfe that they pre- 
tend to difcovcr infallibly all th? Difpofitions of each 
of thefe Parts -, their Principles are as follow. 

It is Motion, fay they, that makes the' Pulfc^ and 
this Motion is caufed by the Flux and Reflux of the 
Spirits, which arc carried to all Parts of the Body by 
the twelve Paffages before mentioned. 

Every 
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Everj thing chat gives MotioQ, add they, thrufts 
fi)nvards ibme moveable Body, and every thing that 
h oioved either gives place eafily, or makes re* 
fiftance ; thus as the Blood and Spkits ai^e in a conti- 
nual Motion^ ftrike againft, and preis the Vd^ 
Icls in which they are conveyed, there muft nece0arily 
arife a Beating of the Polfe. 

It is the Knowlcdgis and perfedl Con^»dienfion of 
tfiefe Beatings and Percuflions, which diicover the 
PiTpofition of the Body, and the Afie<^ions which 
diey receive from the E^ments : 'Tis by theie Beat* 
in^ that one ma^ know the Nature of the ffiood and 
Spirits, as likewife what Dc&£b aad ExctSc^ may 
be found therein, and it is the part of skiUbl Phy^ 
fidans to regulate and reduce them to th^ firft Tem- 
perament. 

In every Mution there ai^ two dungs td beoUerv* 
cd ; the Place where it is made, and its Duration ; this 
thl^pi the Cbineji Phyficians k> take notice c^ the 
Places of the Body where thePuUe^ay be examined^ 
and the Time of its Beatings 

The Uie of Blood-letting isvoy uncommon among 
ihajf, tfao it cannot be denied that they are acquaintol 
with k ; tt is from the Phyficians of Macao that the 
v& of Glifters has been propagated y they do not 
diflike this Remedy, but becaufe the Knowledge of 
it came from Europe^ they call it the Remedy of 
'Barbarians: Their whole Science confifts in the 
knowledge of the Pulie, and the Uk of Simples, of 
which they have great variety, and which, according 
to them, have fpccifick Virtues to cure diverfc Dif 
fcmpers. 

They pretend to know, by die Beating of the 
Pulie only, what is the Cau£b of the Dileale, and in 
what Part of the Body it refides : In Ihort all the 
skilful Phyficians difcover or predi& pretty exailly 
all the Symptoms of a Difeaie, and it 'is chiefly thi^ 
that has rendered the Cbinefe Phyficians fo famous in 

jthc World, . Whea 
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When they arc calloi to a fick Ferfon they lay hi$ 
Arm upon a Pillow, Acn place their four Fingers 
along the Artery, fom?tin)es gently and ibmetime$ 
bard i they take ibme time to examine the Beating, 
and diftinguiih the Differences how imperoeptiiUe 
Ibever, and according to the Motion more or kft 
quick, full or (lender, uniform or irregular, wl^h 
they oblerve with the greatest Attention, they daico* 
ver the Caufe of the Difeafe, inibmych that without i 
asking the Patient they tell him in what Part of tl^ 
Body the Pain lies, whether the Head, Stomach or 
Belly ; or whether it be the Liver or Spleen, which 
id aifeded ; they likewife £or^ when his Head 
Jhall be eafier, when he ihall recover his Stomach,and 
^hen the Diftemper wiil leave him, . 

I fp(Kik of skilful Phyficians, and not of a fort of 
People who profefc the Art meerly to get a Livelir 
hood, without either Stu^y or Experience : But it is 
certain, and there is no room to doubt of all the 
Teftimonies we have, that the Cbinefe Phyficians have 
acquired a Knowledge in this Matter, which is Tcry 
mraordinary and iurprifmg. 

Among many Eicampli^ that I oouid bring I ihall 
relate but one : A Miflipnary fell dangcroufly ill in 
the Prifon of Nan king -, the Chriftians, wIk> per- 
ceived they were like to loie their Pafl^r, prevailed 
upon a famous ^Phyfician to make him a Vifit ; He 
came to the Priion, and after he had confidered the 
Patient, and felt his PuUe with the ufual Ceremonies, 
he inftandy made up three Medicines, which he or^ 
dered him to take, one in the Morning, the other at 
one in the Afternoon, and the third in the Evening. 
. The Patient £bund faimfelf vforfk the following 
Night, lofi; his Speech, and they believed him to be 
dead, but early the next Morning there was fb great 
a Change that the Phyfician, having felt his Pulfe, 
aflured him that he was cured, and that he need do 
nothing iQore iim ob^v^ » certain Regimen till his 

Health' 



364. 7^^ General History of 

Health was entirely re-eftablifhed ; and in cfFcft his 
Health was entirely recovered by this Method : 
There arc Phyficiah^ who when they vifit fick Per- 
ibns, bring in their Chair, or by a Servant who fol- 
lows them, a Cheft with various - Drawers, which 
are feparated into forty fmall Compartments well fur- 
nilhed with Roots and Simples, which are admini- 
ftrcd according to the Nature of the Diftemper ; and 
they are either fudorifick, or ferve to purify the 
Blood and Humours, to ftrengthen the Stomach, to 
difpel Vapours, and to ftop Fluxes, or elfe are gently 
purgative. 

There are others who carry no Cheft, but give a 
Prefcription, and leave the fick Perfons at liberty to 
uke them of him, or buy them of the Druggifts, 
"which are to be met with in almoft every City, and 
who have great Shops furniflied with excellent Me- 
dicines i fome think it beneath them to difpenfe Medi- 
cines, and thefe commonly require more for their Vi- 
fits than others. 

There arc alfo a fort of Quacks, who collcft a 
great number of Receipts, and who after having 
examined the Diftemper pretend to make a Cure, and 
agree for a Price, which is not to be paid unlefs the 
Patient is cured. 

But that which makes the Fortune of many Phy- 
ficians is to cure Mandarins of Diftinftion, or other 
rich Perfons ; for, befides what they receive every 
Vifit, they have other very confiderable Gratifica- 
tions, 

The Cbinefe Phyficians, after having made ufe of 
the fimple Etecodions, and rcftored Health, depend 
very much upon their Cordials to extirpate the Dif- 
eafe even to the Root ; they have thefe of all forts^ 
which arc generally compofed of Herbs, Leaves, Roots, 
Fruit and dried Seeds. 

They have variety of Simples, which are fold in 
every City of the Empire -, one Province borrows 

from 
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^om anothet what it has not it felf, and there arfr 
Fairs where nothing elfe but Medicines are fold, and 
Shops filled with nothing but Simples. 

The Cbine/e Phyficians allow Water to their Pa- 
tients, but order it to be boiled : As for other Food 
it is generally forbid ; and if the fick Perfon is exceed- 
ing hungry they allow him to take but fome fmall 
matter ; the Reafon that they give is, that the Body 
being indifpofed the Stomach is not fit to perform its 
Funftions, and that the Digeftion made in this Condi- 
tion is always pernicious. 

The Fee required for thefe Vifits, and for their 
Medicines, is very moderate : After the firft Vifit they 
never go back to the Patient unlefs they are fent for, 
which allows them liberty to choofe another Phyfi- 
cian, which happens very often, when they are not 
pleafed with the Medicines given by the former. ^ 

As the moft Angular part of the Cbinefs Medicine 
is the Ingenuity of the Phyficians in judging of Dif- ' 
tempers by the Beating of the Pulfe, and in knowing 
the Nature of the Simples, of which they compofc 
their Remedies, it will be doubtlefs very agreeable to 
learn of the Chinefe themfelves in what the Secret^ of 
the Pulfe confifts, and what Ufe they make of their 
Simples. 

This ' will appear firft by a Treatife on the Pulfe 
made by an ancient Chinefe Audior ; in the fecond , 
place by an Extrad: that I fhall give of the Cbineji 
Herbal ; in the third place by divers Receipts em- 
ployed, by the Phyficians for different Diftempers. 

All the Chinefe acknowledge the Author of tHis 
Treatife of the Pulfe to be Ouang chou boy who lived 
under the Dynafty of Tfin^ that is feveral hundred 
Years before the Chriftian Mra : P. Hervieu^ aii 
ancient Chinefe Miffionary, who has taken the pains 
to tranflate it, thinks it rather to be a CoUedion 
than a Treatife made by one and the fame Author. 

However 
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However k is cercain diat thi9 n die b^ aod 
ffioft ancienc diing of die kind in all China ^ ^ 
There are feveral Oioiflipns of feme parts of die ] 
Text) becaufe thejr contain nodiing bot wbac is ex* 
pref&d elfewhere more plauity, or becaufethey woubi 
re^oim long Coaimeiiu to make diem sudligibte 
widioat any Advams^. 

The SECRET of the PULSE: 

PART I. 

Tranflated from die CHINESE. 

The r E X T. 

^ O underftand Diftafes, and to jadgc whethet 
^ they are mortal or not, the bcft way is to exanrine 
die PtiHe. 

In Difeafes of the Heart it is neceflary to confiile 
the Pulfe of the left Wrift. 

In Diftcmpers of the Liver the left Hand mnft 
likewife be taken ; but it muft be examined precifeiy 
at the joining of the Wrift with the Bone of the 
Cubit. 

In Diftempcrs of the Kidneys the Pulfe muft be 
examined a little higher than the Joint towards the 
End of the Cubit; the right Hand for the rig^ 
Kidney, and the left Hand tor the left Kidney. 

commentary! 

The right Kidney is otherwife called Mift^ men^ 
the Gate of Life. 

REMARK. 

The Cbinefe Phyficians commoftly fup^fe^ and 
often fay that the right Kidney is the feimnal Refer* 
voir, and this is the Reafbn of its being called the Gate 

of 
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of Life : I ha^e read one who explains the Origin of 
this Name in another manner, and pretends that it is 
chiefly the right Kidney which changes the Blood in- 
to the feminal Liquor. 

The TEXT. 

Nothing is more eafy than the Diftin^lion of the 
different Places, wherein the Pulfe -is to be felt in the 
I)iflempers of/thdfe five different noble Parts: But 
the Examination of the Pulfe is, notwithftanding this« 
in fome Places very difficult : The continual Motion 
of the Circulation, wherein the Captain and his Train 
are continually Night and Day, is in reality deter- 
mined to a certain number 6f Circulations ; but yet 
there are in the Pulfe a thoufand Differences, accord- 
ing to the Difference of Sex, Ags, Suture and 
Sdafons. 

COMMENTARY. 

The Captain is the Blood [Hiue] his Train are the 
Spirits, [Ki] the Blood runs within the Veffels, and 
die Spirits without ; they are in a perpetual Motion 
of Circulation, and ought to make in the fpace of a 
Night and Day fifty Rounds : This is the determinate 
Number fpokenof in the Text. 

REM A R K. 

In the time while the PeHbn is breathing, that is* 
in the fpace of an Expiration and Infpiration, the 
Pulfe commonly beats four times, and the Blood and 
Spirits move forwards fix Inches : As in twelve Cbi'" 
nefe Hours, which contain a Day and a Night, they 
reckon thirteen thoufand five hundred Refpirations, it 
mufl move in one Day eight hundred and ten Tcbang^ 
a Meafure containing ten "TcM or Foot of ten Inches 
each : Then the longefl Road of the Blood and Spi- 
rits in a Human Body is but fixtecn Tcbang^ two Foot j 
and consequently the Blood mufl ntake fifty Circula- 
tions in one Day and Night : This is taken from a 

Cbinefc 
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Chinefe Book, but not from .this that is now tranf- , 
lated. 

Tho' it is tranflated the continual Motion of Cir- 
culation, there is no Afliftance given to the Ex- 
preffion, for the Chihefe Words mean the fame thing ; 
whence it feems natural to conclude, that the Circula- 
tion of the Blood difcovered io lately in Europe has 
been known by the Chinefe at leaft two thouland 
Years : However I am very far from vehturing to 
warrant this Conclufion ; I do not find that the CH- 
nefe Phyficians diftinguifli exaftly between Arteries 
and Veins, nor the Road that the Blood takes in flow- 
ing f^om and returning to the Heart. 

Some of the Learned, among the Europeans^ 
m tranflating their Diftionaries have found Words 
that fignify, according to them. Arteries, Veins, and 
Nerves : But tho' I have read the Chinefe Books of 
Phyfick, and endeavoured to inform myfelf from 
living Authorities, I do not find that thefe Words 
contain exadly the fame Ideas that we have at this 
Day ; and it may be faid that if China formerly had 
fuch a Knowledge, as certain Expreflions incline one 
to think, they have been loft for fome time. 

In tranflating the Chinefe Commentary I have put 
Its Train are the Spirits , I thought that of the va- 
rious Senfes of the Charafter Ki none was more a- 
greeable to this Place : Howexpr it is proper to in- 
form the Reader, that this Character may likewife fig- 
nify Air, Vapour, Humour, (^c. 

The TEXT, 

Every Seafon of the Year has its proper Pulfe. 

In the firft and fecond Moon, the Seafon when 
Wood is predominant, the Pulfe of the Liver which 
anfwers to Wood is Hien., that is a long tremulous 
Motion, not unlike that of the Strings of the InftrU' 
meat called Tfen^^ 

- ■ • iii 
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In the fourth and fifth Moon the Pulfcof the Hearty 
which anfwcrs to Fire, is as it were overflowing. 

As for. the Stomach, which ahfwcr;^ to the Earth,' 
its Pulfe at the end of every Scafon, that is the third,, 
fixth, ninth, and twelfth Moon, ought to have a mo- 
do-ate SlbA^nfefs, Omtti In the fevcitth ^nd eighth 
Mboh, which fe th6 Rdgft of Metal, the Pulfe of this 
Lungs, which anfwers to it, is flendir, 8ii'\ fiiperfi* 
cial, Feou ; fhort, 75?^;^ ; and fliarp, Scs. 

In the tenth and efcVdnth lAadti ri the Reign of , 
Water, to ^hidh thfe Pulfe of the Kidneys anfwcrs^ 
ftrid is deep, Tchin 5 and flehder, Sii\ , , . 

COMMENTARY* 

That is, if the Pulfe of the Heart is deep and 
flehdeh, tchin arid Sie \ that of the Liver Ihort and 
lliafp, Toan ahd S^ ; that of thfe Kidneys . flow, 
Ouan ; that of the Liings overflowing. Hong \ and 
that of fhe Stomach long arid trtoJbli^g^ Tcbang and 
Hien. .... * 

7** T E X T. 

If the Alteratioff is fuch as an Infant may under* 
go from his Mother^ the Difl:emper is not great, 

COMMENTARY. 

o 

For inftaiice if the Pulfe of the Heart is flow, 
Ouau'y that of the Stofnach full and overflowing,, 
Hong i that of the Lungs deep, ^ehin. 

The T YsXT, 

But if the Mother loads the Infant, the Difl:emper 
will be long. 

COMMENTARY. 

For inftance if the Kidneys communicate their Dif- 
orders to the Liver, pr the Liver communicates ita 
Difl:cmperaturc to the Heart* 

Vol. III. Bb R £. 
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REMARK. 

The Commentator does not ieem to expreis him- 
felf very cxaftly, but he is tnuiflated literally. 

The T EXT. 

• 

In fliort if the Husband and Wife do not keep 
themielves in order, there are Rules to judge if the 
Difeale is mortal or not. 

COMMENTARY. 

For example, if the Heart has the Pulfe of the 
Lungs, it is the Husband that has the Pulfe of the 
Wife. 

Tbe T EXT. 

In the Spring-Seaibn to have the Pulie of the 
Lungs is mortal'; for the Pulfe of the Heart is fet 
afide, and the Heart is the Son of the Liver, which 
has the Kidneys for its Mother, and the Stomach for 
its Wife. . 



/ 



COMMENTARY. 



Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal, Water ; this is the 
Order of the Generation of the five Elements : Earth, 
Wood, Water, Fire, Metal ; in this Order they de- 
flroy each other ; Of the five tfangj or noble Parts 
abovementioned, the Lungs anmer to Metal : Me- 
tal deflxoys Wood. Thus in the Spring, which an- 
fwers to Wood, to have the Pulfe of the Lungs is 
mortal. 

7i/ T E X T. 

In the Spring to have the Pulfe of the Stomach, in 
the Winter the Pulfe of tht Heart, in Summer that 
of the Lungs, in Autumn that of the Liver, arc all 
very bad. 

Thu« 
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, Thus you have what relates to the difierent Pulfes 
pi^oper to the different Seafons, . with regard to the 
Order of the Generation, or the Oppofition of the 
five Elements. 

COMMENTARY. 

It is faid in a Paffage of this Book, that when iri 
the Spring one has the Pulfe at the end of the foiif 
Scafons, otherwife called, the Pulfe of the Stomachy 
which anfwers to the Earth, the Diftemper gendrally 
is not dangerous,, and is often got oter without taking 
Medicines. 

Here it is faid, that in the Spring to have the Pulfe 
of the Stomach is mortal ; how then can^thefe two 
Aflertions agree ? In the manner following •, for in- 
ftance, when in the Spring the Pulfe of the Liver is 
flow and tremulous^ tho' it has this Slowncfs propei* 
to the Pulfe of the Stomach, if it prefervc the Tre-* 
ittUlouftiefs proper to it, the Alteration is hot gWat^ 
but if it lofes the tremulous Quality, and has nothings 
but the Slowncfs proper to the Pulfe of the St<Mnidi,: 
which anfwers to the Earth, the Difeafc will then be 
dangerous. 

The Earth, when it is predominantj generaees Mc-» 
tal : Metal deftroys Wood, which anfwers to the 
Liver and Spring \ This is the Solution of the pro- 
pofed Difficulty, and the Senfe of the Place liirhere 
the Text fays. When the Husband and Wife are noc 
kept in order, &fr. Apply this to the proper Pulfes 
of the reft* 



Here follows a Figure cf the Five Element ii 
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remark; 

When the Cbinefi talk of the Seaibns of the Year, 
diey refer the two firft Months of the Springto fFb^di 
the two firft Months of the Summer, to JRre j thofe 
of lint Autumn,, to Metal \ and thofe of the Winter, 
to Heater : To the Earth j which is in the middle, 
and as it were partakes of the Nature of the^rcft, they 
refer the laft Month of every Seaibn. 

If they treat of the noble Parts of a Hum»i Body 
ttit Phyficians have reference to this Figure, and 
make the Liver anfwcr to Wood, the I^bu-t to Fire, 
the Lungs to Metal, the Kidneys to Water, the Sto- 
mach to Earth, finding an Analogy therein, fuch as 
it is. 

If they talk of the five Planets, Saturn is called 
the Planet of the Earth ; Jupiter the Planet of Wood ; 
Mars the Planet of Fire ; Fenus the Planet of Metal ; 
and Mercury the Planet of Water, 

But v^hether the five Elements have given Names 
to the five Planets, or the number of Planets have 
been determined by the five Elements^ I am not able 
to fay. ^ ^ The 
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7*^ T E X T. 

We muft take g^t care not to Godbqnd the dif- 
ferent kinds of the Pulfe, which have feme Reieni- 
blance between each other; for inftance the Pulfe, 
that we call Him^ and that which we name Kin ; the 
Pulfe 8^9 and the PuUe Ouei ; the Fulfe Fe&u ; and 
the Pulfe Kong ; the Pulfe Hong ; and the Pulfe CM^ 
have' fome relation to each other ; and yet their In* 
dications are very different, and often contrary. The 
Fulfe called Tdnn, and the Pulfe named Fouj come 
to the fame end by divers ways : As for the two 
Pulfcs, Siu and To^ they have a Ibrt of relation even 
in their Indications. 

REMARK. 

The Explanation of thefe various Names you will 
have in the Text more than once : However, as a re- 
gular Method requires that all the Terms fhould be 
explained in the lame Order they are mentioned, 
that the Defcft of the Compiler may be fupplied, I 
fhali explain the feveral kinds of Pulfes of which ho 
ipeaks. 

The Pulfe is called Hienj when it has a long tre- 
mulous Motion, not ^unlike the Strings of the Infhu- 
ment Tfeng. 

The Pulfe is called iTm, when it has a tremulous 
Motion, Ihort and quick, like that of the Cords of 
the Inftrument named Kin. 

The Pulfe is termed S^j fharp or rough, when it 
railes a Senfation in the Finger, rcfembling the Mo* 
tion of a Knife when it fcrapes a Bamboo. 

The Pulfe is called 0««, Small, when it is in rca-i 
lity fmall, much like a filken Thread. 

The Pulfe is named Feouj Superficial, when lay- 
ing the Finger gently on it, it is fenfiblcj but difap- 
pcarj when prelftd more clofely, . 

»bs The 
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The Pulfc is Kmgy when it iceiiis under the Fingpr 
much like a Hole of a Flute, leaving a kind of 
empty Space in the middle of two lenfible Extre- 
mities. 

Hong Qgnifies Overflowing, and Che fignifics Full ; 
^chin fignifies Deep, Low; /w, lying low, and 
concealing itfclf ; &iu is when it is perceived by the 
finger to be like a Drop of Water ; To is Wcidc. 

The TEXT. 

It is ncGcflkry to apply one's felf diligently to un- 
derftand the Properties of the Pulfc, and to draw 
proper Confcquenccs from it ; after which, by a fuf- 
ficient Knowledge of Drugs, the Cure of Difcafes 
may be undertaken. 

* If the Pulfc of the Wrift is JG^, quick, then there 
is certainly a Pain in the Head ; if it is Hten^ long 
' and tremulous, it is a fign of the Heart-bum ; if it is 
Kin^ fhort and tremulous, it indicates the Colick ; if it 
is Ouan^ moderately flow, the Skin is as it were in 
a flcepy State ; if it is Oun^ fmall, the Breaft has 
taken cold ; if it is Sou^ in a great hurry, there is 
extraordinary Heat at the Orifice of the Stomach j 
if it is Hoay flippery. Blood is predominant ; if it is 
A?, fliarp or roygh, there is a Failure in the Spirits ; 
when it is Hong^ overflowing, the Breaft and Sides 
are too ftill, and the Patient {)crceives an Oppreflion 
there ; when the Pulfc of the Wrift is Tchin^ deep 
and low, it is a fign of a Pain in the Back. 

When precifcly at the joining of the Wrift with 
the CubiiuSj the Pulfe fcems to be FeoUj fuperficiai, 
and Ouarjy moderately flow, there is a Naufea^ or 
want of Appetite. 

If it is Kin^ fliort and tremulous, there is an Op- 
preflion and Fulnefs of flatulent Matter, which is ve- 
ry diflicult to cure. 

If the Pulfe is To^ weak, and Souy in a hurry, 
there is great Heat in the Stomach ; if it is long and 

trc- 
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tremulous, Hien and Hoa^ flippery ; the Stomach 
has fufFered from Cold. 

If it is Ouii^ fmali, the Heart is as it were oppref- 
fcd with Fulnefe, 

If it is Tjcbinj deep, low, there is a weight and 
dull Pain in the Region of the Diaphragm, and this 
proceeds from a Plethora ; whereas if it be SiUy foft, 
and as it were mpift, tho' there is a Swelling in the 
lower Parts, from the Reins to die Feet, it proceeds 
from £mptine&, and being exhaufted, it will be there* 
fbre^neceilary as loon as poflible to diffipate the wa- 
tery Humours : In ihort, . if the Pulfe at the Joint is 
Fou^ lying very low and concealing itielf, there is a 
Difbrder at the Orifice of the Stomach, which re- 
quires nothing but Purgation. 

As to the Pulfe at the extremity of the Cubitus^ if 
it is Hoa^ flippery, and belongs to a Woman, it is 
plain that her Catamenia are not r^ular ^ if a Man, 
the laft Digeftions are imperfeft. 

If it is Fou^ lying very lowi die Digeftions are im« 
perfeft in the Prima Via. 

If it is 0u6y fmall, there is a violent Colick : If 
it is To^ weak ; and Ouan^ moderately flow,, there is 
an Excefs of Heat in the Ventricle, and a Diforder in 
the Orifice of the Stomach. 

If it is TVi&i, fluggifli, very flow, the Tftao or 
lower Fire-place and Stomach have fuffered fi-om 
Cold, there is a Naufea^ and ibmetimes a Vomiting. 

If it is Sa^ fliarp or rough, there is a Tenfion in 
the Belly, fomctimes of the Scrotum, 

If it is ibmetimes Hien^ long and tremulous ; ibme- 
times Kin^ ihort and tremulous ; the Pain is in the 
Belly itfelf. 

If it is Tcbin^ deep, the Diiorder is in the KidT 
neys. 

In ihoFt if it be A'lr, ibft, and as it were moiil \ Sjouy 
in a hurry ^ Feou^ fupcrficial ; or Kong^ empty in the 
middle, as the Belly of a Fhite, the Urine is red and 

B b 4 iharp : 
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ibarp-: Thi« examining evejy thing cjja^y U v^iU |^ 
hard for any material Point to efc^pe QQ(ic^ 

REMARK. 

Thie CiWjr^T^ diftingrtiih in thp gfid^fv or tl)jt vhich 
we call the Trunks three %fiao or J^ire-plac^s of ng- 
tpral JHLttt : Thq Cpfnmcntyy 'ff jl] fpc^ic of them 
hereafter. 

The Text expUiping in this flap? the ysu-jou) 
Pulfcs that may be fouiul at die Wrift, the Jcdqt of 
the Wriil y^ith th^ Qubitusy or tl^ qs^treipky o^ the 
Cubitus^ and fpejcifying tiipir Ip^icjations, doe$ pot 
make a Diftindion, 4$ iq opH^ PUfej , JDctwcen tliq 
left Hand and the right, but oply the pi^in£tion of 
the three different Places where ^c yuife is felt in 
each Hand. 

It muft be fuppofed, acprdii^ tp his Notion, |hat 
^e £Uilin£tipn pi ri^t and lefts which is fo iniipor- 
tant on fo many other OpcafiQ()$, ha^ nothing ig dq /] 
with the Indications abpY^mentioned. 

The. TEXT- 

When the Pulfe of a Womag is felt at ;hc ea^tre* 
mity of the Cubitus^ and is found to be conftant^y 
Haa^ flippery, it is a fure Sign that (he \i^ pr^pant. 

If it is at this Place of the right H^Ad tha.t ycui 
feel the Pulfe, and Hnd it at the fame tipne Hp^g^ 
pverflowing, ihe is with child of a Daughter. 

If it is at the left Hand that the fame is ^n^ fiie 
is with Child of a Son. 

If the Pulfe at the fame time is founid the iain? in 
both Arms, the Woman is pregnant with two Chil- 
dren. He who undcrftands this Method will neyer be 
deceived. 

To know if a Patient will recover of his Difl;em- 
pcr, you muft carefully examine the IVIotiort wd Space 
of Time between each Pulfe* 

* ' \ » . . . 

If 



China, Chinesb-Tartaiiv, ^c. ^^^ 

^ If tb« MptiQpis Ji^ and keen, an4 at $he fyjm 
time very quiclc as if the Brings were fo many 
iStrokcs of- an Arrow or Stone repeated with great 
Qdcknefs : If cm the contrary it is iQofe, not unlike 
aTString wluch is fpinning ; if it as it were pricks 
Ijkc the Bea;k of ^ Bird, and this Motion is interrupt- 
f:4 all of a fudden ^ if it is ftow and like Drop^ of 
Water which fometimcs fall through a Crack, info-, 
mych that it feems fometimes to be quite gone, and 
then begins ^new ^ if it is epibarrafled much like 9, 
Frog in certain Weeds, infomuch that it feems unable 
to get backward or forward ; if it frisks like a Fifh 
that dives every Minute, and then cOmes up again fb 
flow that one would think fhe was held by the Tail, 
apd yft makes its Efcape ; why then the beft of thefe 
Pulfes is wordi nothing ^t all : If a Phyfician had the 
Phiipfppher*s Stone, he could not recover •fuch a Pa- 
tient from his Diftemper, he muft neceffarily refolvo 

tofubmit to Fate. • 

But there are certain ©iftempers wherein the Pa- 
tient, without hj^ving fuch a Pulfe as we h^ve juft 
mentioned, has his Hearing difturbed, lofe$ hi^ 
Speech, or has a fmall fqucaking Voice, Ipmetimes 
one cannot even difcover any Motion of the Pulft 
cither at the Wrift or Joint : If however at the extre- 
mity of the Cubitus^ the Pulfe is ftill fenfible, if the 
Beating and the Spaces between have much the fame 
Extent, and if the Motion continues pretty regular 
for fome time, the* the Patient feems to be at the laft 
extremity, he will not die; at leaft a good Phyfician 
fhay fave him. It is the Senfe of an ancient Text 
that fays. The Tree is without J^ves, but the Root 
is ftill alive. • 

The manner of feeling the Pulfe. ^ 

On the left the He^rt, the fmall Inteftines, the 
Liver,, the Gall, the left Kidney : On ^he right the 

Lungs, 
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Ldf^, the lai^ Inteftines, the Orifice of the Sto- 
mach, the Stomach itfelf, and the ri^ Kidney. 

COMMENTARY. 

• 

The Pulfe of the Wrift belonging to the left Hand 
hath relation to the Heart and fmall Inteftines v the 
Pulfe of the Joint of the fame fide Ihews what re- 
lates to the Liver and Gall ; the Pulfe at the extremi- 
ty of the Cubitus of the iame fide has reference to 
die left Kidney and the Bladder 5 for if the Text has 
not exprefled the Bladder, 'tis becaufe he could not 
bring it into the Verfe. 

REMARK. 

It is neceflary to know that not only this Place but 
almoft all the Book is in Verfe, and it is nothing elfe 
properly but an indigefled CoUe^ion of Poems in 
Technical V erfb. 

Thi TEXT. 

On the right [at the Wrifl] the Leungs, the largp 
Inteftines ; [at the Joint] the Orifice of the Stomachy 
and the Stomach itfelf; [at the extremity of the Cu- 

bitus.'] 

♦ 

COMMENTARY. 

It is proper to add to the left Kidney the three 
Xftao^ or Fire-places ; if it is omitted in die Text it 
was bccaule it would not agree with the Verfe, 

REMARK. 

We fhall fee hereafter what thefe three TJiao are^ 

The TEXT. 

Let us purfue this Doftrine in examining Women's 
Diftempcrs, with this^Exception, that m Women the 
Pulfe ot the Cubitus in its natural Condition is con* 
trary to that of Men. 

COM- 
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commentary. 

It is ftrong in Women, and weak in Men ; when 
otherwifc, it is a Diftemper, 

T»^ T E X T. ^ 

It is. nece0ary to be attentive and exaA in examining 
and following each of thefe Pulib, and the Phyfician 
likewife himfelf ihould be healthy, and in a State of 
Tranquillity : As for the Situation of the Hand, it 
depends on the Situation wherein the fick Perfbn is ; 
if the latter hath his Hand (o placed that the Back ap- 
pears, and not the Palm, it is.neceflary for the Phy- 
fician to turn his own. 

From thefe three Pulfes refult nine H^au : It is ne-^ 
ceil^ry that you fhould be accuftomed to diftinguilh 
the Pulfes rightly beneath the Fingq-s, and to receive^ 
at the Tame time, the Imprelllon upon the Mind as di- 
itindly as from a Seal. 

COMMENTARY. 

The Wrift, the Joint, the Extremity of the C»fe- 
tusy are the three Places where the Pulfe is felt, by ap- 
plying the three longefl Fingers to them, and thefe are 
called the three Pou. 

In thefe three Places the Pulfe is either very fupcr- 
ficial, or very deep, or between both -, now three 
times three makes nine : Thefe are what the Text calls 
Heou. 

Thi TEXT. 

• 

The Funftion of the large Inteftines, and the 
Lungs, ^ has a tendency to proceed, conduft, and eva- 
cuate : The Funftion of the Heart, and (mail Inte- 
ftines, tends to receive, contain, ^d amend. 

COMMENTARY. 

The large Inteftines thruft forward, and evacuate 
the ^tofs and impure Faces : As for the Lungs they 

neither 
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neither thruft any thing forward nor evacuate; but 
as there is a relation between the large Inteftines and 
the Lungs, therefore the Text joins them together. 

REMARK, 

What the CUnefe Commentator fays is true, that 
according to the Cbinefe Art of Medicine the Lungs 
^nd large Inteftines fympathize, as well as the Heart 
and the fmall Inteftines; but I think he is in the 
wrong to fay that this Relation is the only Realbn for 
>p^hich th£ Lungs are mentioned, as though they 
Betther thruft forward nor evacuate : Do not the Lungs 
fend forward the Kood, and evacuate Phl^m, and 
other Matter ? 

The Commentator is ftill more miftaken in what 
lie fays of the Heart, and the fmall Inteftines : The 
Text may admit of this Senfe, viz. That the Fundion 
ef the fmall Inteftines is to receive the Aliments in or- 
der to digeft them, and convert them into Chyle ; the 
Funftion of the Heart is to receive the Chyle, to di- 
f^ it, and tura it into Blood. . 

TZf T E X T. 

The Funftion of the Orifice of the Stomadi and 
Ventricle, which are contiguous to each other, is to 
yield mutual Affiftance for the Adminiftration of the 
five Grains [that is to fay the Aliments] the Funftion 
of the Kidneys and Bladder is to filtre, and evacuate 
the liquid Matters. 

What they call the three XfiaOy or the three Hearths 
or Fire-places, are not fenfible and diftinit Vifcera : 
They aflign their Situation with reference to the other 
Parts, to which they anfwer. 

COMMENTARY. 

There are faid to be three TJtaOy the fuperior, the 
middlcmoft, and the inferior. 
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The Superior is the Region of the Heart ; its prin- 
cipal EfFcd: is to retain and contraft, without which 
how Could the Heart govern the Blood and Spirits? 
Or could they otherwise govern the Blood and thA 
Air ? For the Charadler admits of both thefe Senfes. 

That of the Middle is the Region of the Ster^ 
num ; it neither retains nor fends forward ; its Efied )i 
to cook, for without it the Stomach could not digefl: 
the Aliments. 

The Inferior is the Regbn of the Navel, and an 
Inch beneath : Its EfFedk is to feparatc and fend for-« 
ward, without which the Liver and Kidneys couM 
not filtre and feparate the Liquids as they ufually do. 

The T 1£,XT. 

The Liver and Bladder both aflift in the Filtratioti 
of Humours ; they have a confidcrable CommuniCa* 
tion with the Eyes, which depend very much upon 
ihefe Vifcera : A Man of Underftanding, who hat 
well confidered the natural Situation, the juft Td!* 
perature, and the Relation of the five nobie Parts, 
will very eafily attain the Knowledge of Diftenoper^* • 

There is a Bone which arifcs from the joining of 
the Arm with the Hand \ it is there the Pulle ought 
to be felt, which is called the Gate, or the }o\ta^ 
before this Joint is that which is called the Socket of 
the Thum, "Tfun ktouy the Wrift j behind the fame 
Joint is what we call the Cubitus^ TcbS ; the Wrift is 
called Tang', the Cubitus^ Tn^ in the Language of 
Phyficians. 

In feeling the Pulfc of thcfc three Places it nojofres 
fome Attention and Exa6inefs to place the Fingers pre^ 
cifely upon the Yeflels where they ought to be. 

REMARK. 

fcM fignifies the Bone which goes from the Hand^ 
to the Elbow 5 the. fame Charadter like wife fignifies 

a Foot 
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If in die fpace of one Refpiration the Pulfe beats 
bat once^ the Diftemper is then confldcrable and dan-^ 
gettms ; btit it is iiiudi worfe if it beats but once in 
the fpace of two, for it prognofticates the approach of 
Deadi. 

Too many Beatings of the Pulfe proceed fronni Ex- 
cels of Heat, and too few from Excels of Cold : This 
is a conftant Tradidon of all Ages ; the divers De- 
grees of it are fet down in the Book of the eighty-oh^ 
Diflticulties. 

In the Spriiig the long tremulous Pulfe Kien ; in 
the Summer the overflowing Hmg \ in Autumn Soft- 
ftcls of Hair or l^'eathers ; in Winter Hardnels of 
Stone: It is necellary to fubdivide thefe Sealbns m^ 
to tj%e ki. 

COMMENTARY. 

tey the Chafafter Xfie is undef Hood the Subdivilions 
whidi ai*6 rfiade of the four Scafons : Every Sealbn has 
fix Tfie : By the Charafter JG is uhdcrltbod the diflfe* 
rent Temperatures of the Air. 

Tli T E XT. 

A foft Motibn, and Ibmewhat flo^^, nbt unlike 
^t 6f the Ifranehcs; 6f a find WilloW-trce agitated 
by the Breath of a gentle Zephyr in the Spring of 
the Year : This is die Prbperty of the Pulfe which 
is called the Pulfe of the Stomach, which anfwers 
to the end of every Year : However nice thefe Di- 
fPin6H6ns are af> experienced Phyfician will not 
only perceivd thditt, but will Ift able at length not 
fo fofget oiie. 

tiff EkpldnaHoH of m Pulfe tailed the Seven Piaa 

REMARK. 

• ^That is to layj The Seven E^^temals] becaufe they 
g^ in reality more external, and more fenfibic than the 
reft, which will be fp(A;en of hereafter. 
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% t E X t. 

Feou is when, laying the Finger gently Without ftip-i 
jjorting it, the Pulfc is pcrmved, and gives a Sena^ 
cion like that of the Blade of a fmall Onioot 

R E M A ft k. 

I caU ic in the l^randation, Superticiaij 

ni T EXT. 

Kot^ is when we diftinguifh, as it were, two Ex- 
- tfemities, and an empty Space in the middle. 

R E M A R Ki 
As if the Finger was put upon a Hole of a Flute ; 
this Comparifon is taken from the Chinefe themfclvG. 

The TEXT. 

Hott is as if one touch'd or put ones Fingers among ) 

Pearls : They move backward and forward very quick, 
bdng fmooth and llippery. ' 

REMARK. 

This is the fame that is called in the Tranfladon s 
flippery Pulfe. 

The TEXT. 

Ciw is, as it Were, a Propaty of the Feou, Super- 
ficial -, and as if the Blade of a fmall Onion was fiili 
and Iblid within. 

REMARK. 
1 call it in the iTranQation a fiill Pulfe^ 

The TEXT. 
fTtm is like the Strings of "Tfen^t 

Vol. m. Cc B 
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REMARK. 
I call dus a long trawiloiH PuUe. 

n* TEXT. 
IGh is like the Strings of the Infixument Kin. 

REMARK. 
I call it a fhort tranuloas PuUc. 

Tbe ir EXT. 

Hong is when the PuUe riles the highelt, and the 
Beats are very ftrong. 

REMARK. 

I call it Overflowmg j the CUn^/i Caiaiafter admits 
of this Senfe. 

71^ T E X T. 

Thcfc arc the Seven PtaOj which arc Tangj like 
the beft Side of a Stuff with relatk>n to the eight fol- 
lowing called Zi, which arc like the wrong Skie^ and 
' confequendy 2h. 

Jin Explanation cf the Pulfes called The Eigte LL 

REMARK. 

That is to fay the Internal, becaufe they arc in efied 
more inward, and Icis fcnfibic than die Seven above 
explained. 

The TEXT. 

fcbin is when there is a Ncceffity of prcfling hard 
to find the Pulfc. 

REMARK. 
I call this a deep Pulfe. 



The 
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"^ The T EXT. 

Ouei is when the Pulfe feels under the JFii^fet as 
fmall as a Thread< 

R E M Al^ K. 

1 call it the fmail Pulfe. 

The tZXT. 

Ouafi is when it is moderately flow4 

Sa is when the Beats make an Impreflion, whidh 

has Ibme relatbn to that of a Knife fcrapinga 

Bamboo, 

R E M A R I^. 

I call it fharp 5 the Chinefe Charaftei* properly Iig- 
nifies rough. 

ne TEXT. 

Tcin is when it comes very flpwly, and as it were 
concealing itfelf. 

REMARK. 

I call it the flu^ifh, or (low Fulfe^ 

The TEXT. 

Fou is when it flies, if I may fa fpeak, very low, 
and is as it were concealed under the Bone, iniomuch 
that you muft prefs very hard to difcover it, and even 
then is not very diftinft. 

REMARK. 

I call this flying low i the Chinefe Charader figni- 
lies to bow down. 

The TEXT. 

Ski is when it yields a Senfation like a Drop of 
Water when touched- ^ 

C c 2 RE- 
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REMARK. 

I call it the loft, and as it were the fluid Pulfe. 

The T EXT. 

To is when prefllng moderately one perceives it, 
but not in a diftindb nunner, and which yields a Sen- 
iadon not unlike an old Piece of Stuff when it is 
couched -, and when prdling a litde harder 'tis not per-* 
ceived at all. 

An Explanation of the Pulfes called The Nine Tao, 

or The Nine Manners. 

Tcbang is when it yields a Senlation like a Staff, 
or the Handle of a Spear. 

REMARK. 
I call it long, which is the Senfe of the CharaAer. 

Tb€ TEXT. 

Toan is when it is perceived almoft like an indivifi- 
ble Point. 

REMARK. 

I call it fhort, which is the Senfe of the Charafter. 

ne TEXT. 

Hiu is when the Finger is laid on gently, and the 
Beating of the Pulfe is not difcovered. 

REMARK. 

The Charadler Hiu fignifies empty, and thercfbit I 
call it fo. 

The T EXT. 

Xfou is when it feems confined, and moves with dif- 
ficulty, elpecially at the Wrift. 

Kie 
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IGe is whm, being otherwife a little flow, it ieems 
nQw and then to flop. 

REMARK. 
I call it the embara0cd Pulie. 

The T EXT. 

Tai is when it is found to ftop all on a fgdden, and 
returns with difficulty. 

REMARK, 

JEIfcwhere this Tat is differently explained, 

The TEXT. 

Sie is when it is very fine and flender, and feems 
like a fingle Hair. 

REMARK. 

I call it the flciidcr Pulfc. 

ne T EXT. 

Tang is when the Senfation that it yields has rela* 
tioQ to that made by Stones when they fall into the 
Water, 

REMARK. 

I call it the moveable Pulfe, which is the Signifi^ 
cation of the Charafter Torig. * 

TJ^ T E Ix T. 

Ke is when it is found hard and fmooth^ like thq 
Head of a Drum. 

REMARK. 

Elfewhere this Pulfe is called hard^ and that is the 
Term which I give it, 

P c 3 V^ 
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The TEXT. 

Thefe nine different Manners muft be carefully di- 
ftinguiih'd, which is not very eafy to do. 

REMARK. 

I have been affured that at prefcnt fcarce any CfaV 
Tiefe PhylGcian eacamines after thcfc nine Ways, being 
contented with the feven Pulfb called Piao, ^md the 
eight named Li 9 nay there are fome who negledt 
them all, being content to judge, ^ well as they can, 
concerning the Nature of the Diftcjnper by the 
Height and Depth of the Pulfe, and by its Slownefe 
and Quicknefs, 

In tHe Sequel of this Bpok all thele PuHes are ex- 
plained over again, and fome of them have a dific- 
rent Name from what they have here, and a different 
Explanation, with refpeft to the Terms, tho' very near 
the fame as to the Senfe ^ thefe {)iSerences and Repe^ 
titions give reafon to believe that the Book was not 
written by one Handt but is a mere CompiUtion. 

•Indications of tbefefeveral Pulfcs. 

The fuperficial J^<f^« indicates Windinefs: The 
Kong^ which has twp fenfibJe Extremities, and ^ Space 
in the iBiddle, indicates, a want of Blood.. 

REMARK. 

The Text does not exprefs whether there is a wanf 
pf, or too much Blood : It is after the Cooimentary 
fhat I determined* the' Senfe, 

The TEX T. 

The flippery \Hodr\ indicates abundance of Phlegm, 

the full {Che\ fignifies Heat. 

The long tremulous \H%en\ Wearincls, 

The fhort tremulous [&*»} fharp Pain. 

~ The 
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The overflowing [Hmg] Exods of Heat. , 

The fmall [Ouei] too much cold ; they both indi- 
cate Obftru6tions in the lower Belly. 

The deep [Tcbin] indicates Pain proceeding from 
intercepted Air, or elfe from the Interruption of the 
courfc of the Spfa-its : The Chinefe Word admits of 
both Senfes. 

A flow Pulfe [Ouan] when it ought not to be fo, 
indicates a kind of Rheumatifm in the Breafl:. 

The fliarp Pulfe [5^] indicates Barrennels, or a 
Difpofition to it both in Men and Women. 

The fluggrfli [Trfa] fliews a Defcft of internal 
Heat. 

The flying-low [Fou] indicates a confiderable Ob- 
ftruftion, which fliuts up, as it were, the Paflfages of 
the Blood. 

The foft or fluid [Stu] indicates Q>ontaneous Sweats, 
and a Difpofition to a Confumption. 

The w»k [To] fliews a great Wafliing, and dull 
Pains as it were in the Bones. 

The long [Tcbang] fliews that the Spirits are in 
good Quantity and good Order. 

The mort [Toan'] fliews that they foil, or are trou- 
bled. 

When the Pulfe is Gender, like a Hair, 'tis a figa 
of the Failure of the Spirits. 

When it is [Tat] variable, they arc in Dilbrder. 

The Pulfe embarrafled, confined, and as it were in 
a Strait [Tfou] indicates Excefs of Heat. 

The empty Pulfe [Hiu] commonly follows a grieat 
k)fs of Blood : It is accompany 'd with vain Fears 
and convulfive Motions. 

The hurrying Pulfe [Sou] which was not placed be- 
fore among the nine Manners, indicates Inquietudes df 
another kind, and a Delirium, at which time the 
Difeafe is confiderable and dangerous. 

The hard Pulfe [Kie] indicates a lofs of the Semi^ 
nal Liquor in Men, and of Blood in Women, 

C c 4 .RE: 
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REMARK. 

There h omitted in the|e Indications the embarraT; 
fpd Pulfe [jfiS/,] and the moveable [Tong;] I know 
not for what reafon. 

COMMENTARY, 

When a fick Perfon has a lonjg Pulfe l^'cbang'] 
efpecially if it is a litde (low at the &me time, die 
Diftemper is commonly eafy to be healed ; on the 
contrary in almoft all Diieafes the fhort Pulfe [ToanJ^ 
indicates Panger and DifHculty of Cure. 

The T -BXT. 

The Refemblance and Difference of various Pulfes, 
The fuperficial Pulfe [Feou] refembles the Pulfe 
called [Kongy'] with this Difference, that' the latter 
leems empty in the middle, the former not: The fu-: 
pcrficial iFeou'] is alfo like the overflowing [fll?»g>] 
the Difference lies in onie's being flronger than the 
other ; the overfJowins having mirch Strength, the 
fuperficial but little : The fuperficial [Feoul has fome 
fort of relation with the empty Pulfe [-^w,] they 
both yielding a flight Senfation under the. Finger ; but 
this proceeds from very different Caufcs •, it is want of 
Strength in the empty Pulfe, whereas in the fuperficial 
it proceeds from not being fufBciently preffed ; the 
Nature of this Pulfe being fuch, that in laying the 
Finger on without preffmg it is perceived, and di(kp7 
pears if it be prefled. 

The flippery Pulfe [Hoa^] and the moveable [Tong^] 
have a Relation very like that of Pearly being moved 
in a Veffel, and Stones moved in the Water, one is 
more djftinft than the other. The flippery [Hoa] has 
alfb a relation with the hurrying [Sou] ; but the hur- 
rying [Sou'\ has more Beats in the fame fpace of a Re- 
fpiration. - 

The 
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The foil [Che] rcfembles very near the hard [JK/,] 
but the hard never changes by being more or Jefi 
prefled ; whereas the full becomes ftronger and longer, 
if the Fingers be laid on more hard. 

The long tremulous [Hien^'] and the fhort tremu- 
lous, have relation. to each other ; the latter expreffes 
the effential Charafter of Tremuloufnefs, which is com- 
mon to *?m both ; the former expreffes its Condition 
with njugh greater Strength. 

The overflowing [Hong^'] and the large or ftrpng 
[7^,1 greatly refemble each other ; but the overflow- 
ing [Hong^ tho* preflcd hard always preferves its 
Strength, which does not happen every time when the 
Pulfe is ftrong [ST^.] 

The fmall \HQueiy']. and the fharp {So] have fomc 
relation, but the Iharp is more fhort and fluggifh than 
the fmall : {Sif\ the flender or fine is properly the 
fpiall, \Ouef\ becomes line as a Hair or Down. 

The deep [Tcbin^ and the flying [Fou\ have 
a nigh relation ; the latter is only more deep, and is 
wjltb more difficulty -difcover'd. 

The flow \puan^'] and the fluggifli [fcbi^ differ . 
only in this, that the firfl is moderately flow in com- 
parifon of the other : The fluggifh [Tcbi^'] and the 
fharp [S(s\ have fome Refetnblance ; but the fluggifli 
{X^H\ has but three Beats in the fpace of a Refpira- 
tion, whereas the fharp [Scf\ has a fourth, tho'a 
little embarraflcd. 

The weak [22?,] and the foft [Siu^ are very much 
^like ; the latter is fmall, fbft, and feems moifl: -, the 
former has nothing but what is neceffary to its being 
ifelt under the Finger. 

The three Pulfes abovenamed, Kie^ Tfou^ Tat, the 
cmbarraffed, the confined, the variable, tho* they re- 
femble each other, have likewife their Difference ; the 
firfl has a juft Slownefs, whereas the fecond is in a hur- 
ry ; the Spaces between the Beats of the fecond arc 
not regular, and thofc of the third are ; the fcattered 

Pulfe 
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Pulfe r^j«] rcfcmbles Ac Pidfe called \td\ the Great r 
The Difference is diat the firft is more loole, flow and 
fuperficialy whereas the fecond has even fome Confi- 
ftency in it. 

REMARK. 

The Expofition of the Pulfc, which is above, has 
lio Pulie named {SanP\ fcattered, which makes it plain 
to me that theie Verfes were made by difitrent Au* 
lhors» 

rbe TEXT. 

Seven Cautions to a Phyfician when he is about to 
fcel the Pulfe. 

1. He muft be in a calm Difpofition of Mind. 

2. He muft be as attentive as poflible, laying afide 
even the fmalleft Diibrder or Ablence of Mind. 

3. With refpeA to his Body he (hould alfb be in a * 
Slate of Tranquillity, inibmuch that he ought to find 
his Refpiration free and regular. 

4. He ihould^ after he has laid his Finger fbftly, 
and touched lightly the Skin at the Places undermen* 
tioned, examine that which r^ards the fix Fou. 

5. This done let him lay on his Fingers more hard, 
moderately prefllng the Flefh to examine how the 
Fulfe is, which is called the Pulfe of the Stomach, 
the Situation whereof, fays the Commentary, ought 
to anfwer to the oKxlerate Temperature of the four 
Sealbns. 

6. Then let him prefs io hard as to feel the 
Bone, and let him examine what relates to the five 

7. Let him examine the Quicknefs and Slownels 
of the Pulfe, and if the numSer of its Beats be more 
or lefi than it ought to be in the fpace of a Re- 
fpiration* 
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REMARK. 

The five Xfang are the Heart, the Lirer, the Ori- 
fice of the Stomach, che Lungs, the Kidneys ; the fix 
F(>H are the finatl IiMseftines, the Gall-bladder, the Sto- 
mach, the lai^ Inteilines, the Bladder, and that 
vhidi they call the three TJiaoj the three Fire-places 
ox Stoves. 

The T "EXT. 
Seven forts of Pulfes wUcb indicate Danger of Death. 

Whfcn the Pulfe is perceived, under the Fingers, to 
bubble irregularly like Water over a great Fire ; if it 
be in the Morning when the Pulfe is felt one may af- 
firm that the Patient will die in the Evening, that is 
th^ he has very little time to live. 

'Etesidi is no farther off if the Pulfe ieems like a 
Fifli whofe Head is ftopp*d in fuch a manner that 
he cannot move, but has a frisking Tail without any 
Regularity ; the Cauie of this Diftemper lies in the 
Kidneys. 

Vihtn the Pulfe, after having been in a hurry, 
dianges all of a fuddcn, and becomes flow and Aug* 
gUh, d^ere is likewife danger of Death, but it is not 
(b very near. 

If the Pulfe, by the Hardnefs of its Beats, refem- 
bles in fome fenfe a round Stone, or dry Earth fhot 
out of a Oofs-bow, the Lungs and the Stomach want 
Spirits, and this is not a flight Failure, but a rooted 
Pift^mper. 

In like manner if the Pulfe feems like Drops of 
Water that fall into a Room through fome Crack, or 
any little Hole in the Roof, and when in its Return it 
is fcattered and difordered muph like the Twine of a 
Cord which is unravelled, the Bones are dried up even 
to the vjsry Mvrow, 

J-ikc- 
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Likcwifc if the Motion of the Pulfc, at the 
mity of the Cubitus in both Arms, rcfembles the Pace 
of a Frog when he is embarraOed in the Weeds, or 
that of a Toad, Death in all thefeXafes is certain. 

If the Motion of the Pulfe refcmhles the hally Peck- 
ing of the Beak of a Bird, there is a Defedk of Spl- 
ints in the Stomach, ' and one noay conclude the deart 
performs its Functions but ill, and that the Blood is 
not in a right Condition. 

COMMENTARY. 

The Pulfes that indicate Danger of Death are not 
confined to Seven, for there are many more : I ihall 
make them plain for the more ample Inftru<^ion of 
thofe who apply to thefe Matters. 

The firft of thefe Pulfes is called Foufo^j the Bubr 
bling of the Kettle, otherwife Tong Siuen^ a bubbling 
Spring: This is when the Pulte always fcems to 
throw itfclf outward, not unlike the Bubbles which a- 
rife up(Hi a boiling Liquor ; when the Pulfe of a Par 
tient is in this Condition he will not live a Day, and 
it is uielefs to ^ive him any Remedies. 

The fecond is called F^ou boj a Union or Continui- 
ty of Waves ; that is when the latter Beat incroaches 
upon the former, much like one Wave-s getting 
ground of the other before the firft is levelled. 

The Third is called Tan cbcj the Stone or Bullet 
of a Crofs-bow, that is when the Pulfe, coming from 
between the Bones, beats hard and dry againft the 
Fingers. 

The fourth is called Tchio tfoj the Pecking of 4 
Bird ; that is when the Pulie beats three or four times 
in a hard ^nd fharp manner againft the Fingers, then 
ceafes a while, and returns in the fame manner like 4 
Bird picking up Grain. 

The fifth is called Fbu fecu^ a Crack by which the 
Water drops into a Houfe ; and lyJ^en it has ceas*d 
for feme time the Pulfe beats feebly again, like a , 
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irnail Drop that Aides thro* a Crack : This Pulfe, and 
the precedent, indicate that the Stomach, Heart, and 
Lungs are in a very ill State. 

The fixth is called Kiai fo^ a String that is unra- 
vell*d 5 that is when the Pulfe is difperfed and difor- 
dercd in fuch a mariner that one cannot perceive the 
Return of any regular Motion : Then the five Tjang < 

are in a bad condition. 

The feventh is called Tu tfiang^ the Frisking of a 
Fifli J that is when the Beating of the Pulfe being 
generally fuperfkial ' there are deep ones mix*d with 
them ; it is felt, and then difappcars, n^r is it known 
what is become of it ; the Kidneys ceafe to perform 
their Funftions. 

The eighth is called Hiayeou^ the Gatt of a Toad ; 
and is when the Pulfe being felt foftly *tis not per- 
ceived for Ibme time, becaufe it is deep, [Tcbin'] and 
fuddenly there appears a fuperficial Beating, [Feoul 
but weak, which prefcntly ceafcs, and after fome time 
|)erforms the ,lame over again : The Stomach and its 
Orifice are in a very bad State at that time. 
• " The ninth is called Ten iao, and fometimes Stun taoj 
the Strokes of a Knife following each other : This is 
when the Pulfe being fine and flender, like a filken 
Thread, has neverthelefs hard and cutting Beats, like 
the Strokes of the point of a Knife or a Needle. 

The tenth is called T^cheouen teou^ rolling Peas j this 
is when the Beats are pretty ftrong, very Ihort, hard, 
and fliarp ; the Spirits of the \San yuen] three Prin- 
ciples abfolutely fail. 

REMARK. 

I have not yet fcen in any Book what is to be un- 
dcrftood by thefe Principles [San yuen. "] 

The Sequel of the Commentary, 

* 

' The eleventh is called San ye^ Scattered Leaves •, 
that is when the Motion of the Pulfe imitates the 
Leaves that fall from the Trees by irregular Intervals. 

The 



^98 ^^ General HisfORV tf 

Tte twelfth is called Ou6 tou^ Earth throwa th»^ 
on ; that is when hardnefs and cm{)ckie& at the iamc 
time is found in the Motion of the Pulfe. 

The thirteenth is called Hmen yotig, a deep and 
dangerous Impofthume ; that is when in feelit^ the 
Pulfe it ieelsy under the Fingers^ like the piickii^ 
of an Impo(UiiHn6 that grows ripe with difficulty. 

The fourteenth is called Tnyuen^ like a little round 
Ball ; that is when the Pulfe is £> (lippery that if the 
Fingers are not pi:efled hard it will ekrape. 

The fifteenth is called Tu khngy refenobling a PdUe 1 
that is when the Beats ait at tl^ fame time yery high 
and full. 

The fixteenth is called Ju tcbouiy like the Breath of 
a Man who puSs and blows ; that is when the Pulfe 
icems always to thrufl outwardly without itmitting. 

The fcventeenth is called Pie tie^ the rolling of 
Thunder ; that is when the Pulfe, being at firft pretty 
ftill, falls immediately into a hurry of Beatings, and 
afto- wards difappears, not unlike a flight Storm that 
is difperfed. 

Thenc is yet another Pulfe named T\ overflowing ; 
that is when at the Wrift the Blood, inflead of prb^ 
ceeding forwards, feems to turn back and get upon 
what is called Tu ifi^ which is the extremity by wfakh 
the firft and largefl Bone of the Thumb is joined to 
the Wrifl. 

Laflly there is the Pulfe iw, turning back ; that 

is when the Blood, inftead of pafUng freely the ufual 

way by the Joint of the Wrift and Cubitus^ returns 

as it were backward, and renders the Pulfe flippery at 

• the extremity of the Cubitus. 

InJlruSions for feeli^ the Pulfe. 
The TEXT. 

" He who is to feelthe Pulfe, being himfclf in a calm 
Situation of Body and Mind, takes the left Hand of 
the Padent if a Man, the right if a Woman. 

R E- 
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REMARK. 
I have feen rcvenU Phyficians fed the Pulfet of 

Men at both Arms. 

Tit TEXT. 

He bcg^ 1^ placing the middle Fingier exafUy 
upon the Joim of the Wrilt with the CuhiiuSy then the 
two next Fingers, one on each fide : At firft he mud 
prcfs very gently, then a little harder, and then very 
much fo ; but he mult be furc that his Fingers are 
adjufted as they ought to be, after which he may pro- 
ceed to examine the Pulfe in the three Places ap* 
pointed, laying it down for a Principle, that when the 
Pulfe is regular there are four Beats in the time of lui 
Infpiration and Expiration, or five at molt. 

He muft alfo remember well what ought to be the 
natural and healthy Situation of the capital Pulfes, 
•viz. The Pulfe of the Scafon, the Pulfe of the Sto- 
mach, and the Pulfe proper to each of the five Tfatv, 
and the fix FoUy to pafs the Examination of the Pufle 
^ the Diftempcr. 

In all the Spring-feafon the three Fulfes of each 
Arm naturally mcline to the l(»ig tremulous : In the 
Summer they incline to the overflowing : During the 
Autumn they incline to the fupcrficial> and in the 
Winter to the deep. 

As to the Pulfe at the end of every Seafon, com- 
monly called the Pulfe of the Stomach, it is a Pulfe 
of an equal and modcrare flownefs, and is perceived 
by a moderate PrefTure. 

As for the natural and healthy Fulfes of every one 

of the T/ang^ and every one' of the Foa, they 

follow J that of the JHeart fuperficial, flronj 
fpreading ; that of the Lungs fuperficial, ihar 
fhort ; that of the Liver long, tremulous, but 
enough ; that of the Stomach moderately flow, : 
and hard ; that of the Kidneys deep, fott, anc 
pcry : Thefe are the natural Properties of thefc P 
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When they are found in this State, and in a juft 
Temperament, it is a fign of Health ; if there be any 
Excefs or Defed it is a Diftemper. 

When there is an Excels found, and the PuUe beats 
with Violence and Plenitude, 'tis then an outward 
Diftemper ; when there is a Defed, and the Pulfe be- 
comes as it were fmall and empty, the Dileafe is in- 
ward. 

REMARK. 

Neithier the Text, nor the Commentator, deter- 
mine what we are to underftand in this Place by outward 
and inward : I thought it proper to mention it hcrc< 
becauie we fhall meet with it hereafter. 

7i^ T E X T. 

• 

When the Patient has a long Wrift it is not neceP 
fery to apply the Finger fevcral times ; but there muft 
be feveral Trials, very near each other j when the Pa-* 
tient has a Ihort Wrift. 

Every time the Finger is applied there arc three 
manners of diftinguifhing it ; tor either the Preflure 
is very gpntle, or very ftrong, or between both : In 
all thefe Circumftances examine the nature of the 
Pulfe in order to difcover the feat of the Diftemper. 

We muft like wife examine in the Pulfe what is 
called afcending, defcending, ctonling, retiring, beat- 
ing, ceafing : When the Pulfe goes from the extre- 
mity of the Cubitus to the Wrift it is called afcend- 
ing *, from the Wrift to the Cubitus is called dcfcend-* 
ing : In the firft Tn produces langj and in the fecond 
Tang produces 2h. 

REMARK. 

I have tranflated it word for word, but I acknow-^ 
ledge I cannot underftand this Place throughly. 
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The T E X T. 

To proceed as it were from between the Bone and * 
the Flefh to the Skin, is <:alled Coming r from the . 
Skin to return between the Bone and the Flefli, is called 
"Withdrawing : In fhort to make it felf felt, is called 
Beating *» ^not to make it felf felt, is called Ccafing. 

Befides *ti& neceflary to have refped: to what is 
called Piaoj the Outfide, which is feniible ; and Lu 
the Infide, which is lefs fenfible ; to what, is caUe4 
HiUj Inanition ; and Cbe, Repletion. 

That which is called Piaoj the Outfide, or molt 
fcnCbk, is Tang^ with reference to \dut is called Lu 
the Infide, or lc6 fenfible •, fuch jare the fix Feou, for 
inftance, with rcfpedt to the five Tfang. 

Every Alteration and Irregularity in the Veflels, and 
in the carnous Parts, without afFcfting the Stomach 
one of the fix Fou^ or the T/ang^ is likewife reduced 
to what we call PiaOj an outward Difcafe, and more 
apparent and more fenfiUe. 

But the Irregularity of the Spirits caufed by the (even 
Paffions, which are, as it were, concentred in the 
Heart,' and the Belly, without being able to furmount 
and appeafe them, as well as all the Diftcmpers caufed 
by the quantity or quajity of the Elements which a- 
bide in the FoUy and the ^ang^ without beiiig well 
evacuated by the ordinary Ways -, all- this is reduced 
to what is called Lij the Interior, that which is 
lefs apparent and lefs fenfible. 

That which is called, [Hiu'] Inanition, is when the 
vital and primogenial Spirits being, as it were, en- 
tirely diffipated, no Strength remains. 

That which is called, [Ch^ Repletion, is not the 
Vigor and Abundance of the vital and primogenial 
Spirits ; fo far from that, that it is the Abundance of 
peccant Humours, which overpower the Spirits. 

/ • ■ 

Vol. III. D d Thus 
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Thus in what is called, IHtu] Inanition, there muft 
be 3J1 Endeavour to reftore the Spirits, and in what is 
called, [Cbe] Repletion, there muft be an Attempt 
to evacuate whatever is hurtful, and occafions the 
Diforder. 

It is neceilary to have Judgment in feeling the 
Pulfe ; the ufual Rule is to prefs but little, when re- 
gard is had to the fix FoUj and to prefs much harder 
in the Examination of what relates to the five Tfafig : 
According to this Rule, taken rigoroufly,,thePulfcs 
Tang have all relation to the five T/ang. 

REMARK. 

By Tang is to be underftood here the exterior, fu- 
perficial, fenfible ; and by Tn the deep, conceded, 
and leis fenfible. 

7:&^ T E X T. 

But in this, as in almoft all the reft, there is often 
in the 2« a little of the Tang, and in the Tang a little 
of the Tn : There are Pulfes FcoUy fupcrficid, high, 
fenfible, which have relation to the ^ang ; and there 
are Tcbin^ deep, concealed, lefs fenfible, which have 
relation to the Fou : For this reafbn it is neceflary to 
proceed with a great deal of Judgment. 

Prognojiicks by tbe Pulfe in various Difeafes. 

In hot, malignant and contagious Diftempers, when 
the Patient perceives a burning Drought, accompa- 
nied with Anxiety, and violent, but irregular Mo- 
tions, if the Pulfe is \Feou ta'] fuperficial and ftrong 
it is a good Sign, and the Patient is likely to get 
over it. 

If it happens that he is delirious, has a Diarrbcsa^ 
and the Pulfe is [^Hiufiao] empty, and fmall, 'tis a 
Sign of Death.' 

• In Swellings of the Belly the Pulfe fuperficial and 
flrong is good, but if empty and fmall it portends 
Death. In 
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In malignant Fevers, either proceeding from Heat 
or Cold, the Pulfe .overflowing and ftrong is goodj 
the deep and (lender is mortal. 

In the Diftemper [Siao ko] immoderate, Hunger 
and Thirft, the Pulfe hurrying and ftrong is good, 
but empty and fmall mortal. 

In Hemorrbagiss of the Nofe the Pulfe deep and 
{lender is good, but fuperficial and iirong is mortal. 

In fliormefs of Breath the Pulic fuperficial and 
. flippefy is good, but Ihort and fliarp is mortal. 

In Diarrhoeas and Dyfenterics the Pulfe fmall is 
.good,, but fuperficial and overflowing is mortal, 

In aqueous Dropfies the Pulfe fuperficial and over- 
flowing is good, but deep and flender is mortal. 

In Cardialgias the Pulfe de«p and flender is good, . 
but fuperficial and ftrong is mortal. 

In fiipcrficial Swellings, perhaps fuch are meant 
that are caufed by the Air or intercutory Wind, the 
Pulfe fuperficial and clean [Feou T/m) is good, but 
fmall and flender is mortal. 

In fpitting of Blood the Pulfe deep and weak is 
good, but mil and ftrong is bad. 

In vomiting of Blood the Pulfe deep and (lender is 
good, but fuperficial, overflowing, full and ftrong 
is bad. 

In a Cough the Pulfe fuperficial and flabby is good, 
but deep, and flying low, is bad. 

In a Woman, newly brought to bed, the Pulfe mo- 
derately flow and flippery is good, but very tremu- 
lous and hurrying is morul. 

In internal Repletions the Pull*e overflowing and 
full is good, but deep and flender is bad. 

In Diarrhoeas and obftinate Fluxes the Pulfe *" — *' 
and flender is good, but fuperficial and overli 
is mortal. 

In cxceflive Sweats the Pulfe empty and fi 
good, but tremulous, confined and hafty ts bad 

D d 2 
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In hot Indifpofitions after Child-bearing the Pulfc 
moderately flow and flippery is good, but tremulous 
and quick is mortal. 

When a Perfon is internally exhaufted the Pulfc 
deep and flender is good, but overflowing and ftrong 
is bad. 

When a Perfoh is exhaufted both inwardly and 
outwardly, at. the fame time, the Pulfe full and flip- 
pery is good, but deep and flender is bad. 

In the Dijiemper called Ho loan. 

[*Tis a violent Colick greatly refembling that 
which is called in the Edfi-IndieSj Modecbin\ the Pulfc 
fuperficial and overflowing is gpod, but flender and 
. flow is mortal. 

In Wounds by Steel the Pulfe fmall and flender is 
good, but confined and quick is mortal. 

In a Confumption of the Lungs the Pulfe fuper- 
ficial and flippery is good, but confined and ftrong 
is mortal. 

In a fudden Apoplexy the Pulfc tremulous, Ihort 
and flender is good, but fuperficial and ftrong is 
mortaL 

In confiderable ObftruAions of the Inteflines the 
Pulfe flippery and ftrong is good, but fhort and 
flender is bad. 

You may judgp, by an Examination of the three 
Pulfcs of each Arm, if the Difcafc proceeds from 
Inanition, or a Defe£t of the Spirits and Blood, or 
if it arifb from a Plenitude of the peccant Humours ; 
and if it refides in what is called Piao^ the upper- 
part, the Outfide, [the Skin, the VefTels, the Mufclcs] 
or if it lies in what is called the interior [the noble 
Parts, fc?f.] 

In this Examination there is no ufc made but of the 
Diftin&ion of two forts of Pulfcs, the fuperficial and 
the deep : The firft will anfwer to what is called 
Pi#^i the fecond to what is called Li : They make 

the 
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%hc Pulfc of the Wrift to prefidc over the Region of 
the Heart and Lungs as fuperior ; the Pulie of the 
Joint dvcr the Region of the Liver ' and Stomach ; 
the Pulfc of the Extremity of the Cubitus over the 
Region of the Kidneys, Inteftines, as well great as 
fmall, fcf^. 

According to this Method they then explain what 
Parti arc fubjcft to the Pulfe of the Wrift of the left 
Arm. 

When the Diftemper proceeds from Hiu^ [this 
Word has been explained above] and it refidcs in 
what is called PiaOy the Outfide, the Pulfe of the Wrift 
at the left Arm is fuperficial, but without Strength ; 
the Skin has not its. natural Confiftence, the Perfon 
has involuntary Sweats, is fcarfiil of the Wind and 
Air, and is very fenfible of Cold. 

On the contrary if the Diftemper comes from [Cbe] 
a bad Repletion in what is called Piao^ the Outfide, 
the Pulfe of the left Wrift is outwardly fuperficial, 
but at the fame time ftrong ; there are Pains in the 
Head, and Heat throughout the Body, and fbme- 
times the Mouth is dry. 

When the Diftemper arifes from Inanition, [Hiu] 
and refides in what is called Li^ the Infide, the Pulfe 
of the left Wrift is deep and weak, attended with 
unreafonable Fears, panick Terrors, lofs of Memory, 
trouble of Mind, want of Sleep, and a diflike to hear 
any Body fpeak. 

If on the contrary the Diftemper arifes from [Che] 
a bad Repletion, and refides in what is called Li, the 
Infide, the fame Pulfe of the left Wrift is likcwife 
deep, but it is ftrong at the fame time : Then there is 
Anxiety, Agitations, Frctfulnefe, internal Heat, Mad- 
nefs, Raving, an Averfion to every thing that is 
hot, Thirft. 

According to the fame Method they explain what 
relates to the Pulfe of the Joint of the left Wrift. 

D d 3 When 
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When the Diftemper proceeds from Inanition, iHiu] 
and refidcs in what is called Piaa^ the Outfidc, the 
Pulfe of the left Joint is fuperficiai but we£ik ; the 
£)yes have a wild Look, and the Sight is difturhed. 

If the Diftemper comes from [Cbf] a bad R^le- 
tion, and refides in what is called Piao^ the Outude, 
the Pulfe is likewife fuperficiai, but then it is flxong: 
The Patient perceives a Pain in the Hypcx:hondria,with 
a Tenfion of the Belly, the Eyes are fwelled and difor- 
dered. 

When the Diftemper arifes from [Hiu] Inanition, 
and refidcs in what is called L/, the Infide, the Pulfe 
of the left Joint is deep and without Strength, the Pa^ 
tient is fearful and fuipicious, and his Complexion 
turns ycUow. 

If the Diftemper comes from [Ci>f\ a bad Rcpler 
tion, and refides in what is called Li, the Infide, the 
fame Pulfe is ftill deep, but it has Strength withal 2 
Such People have abundance of grofs, vifcous Hu- 
mours, are fubjedt to fall into a PafHon, have Con- 
traftions of the Nerves, with Pains in the Groin^ and 
in the Scrotum. 

According to the feme Method they explain that 
which relates to the Extremity of the left Cubitus. 

When the Diftemper proceeds from Inanition, [iS«] 
pnd refides in what is called Piao^ the Outfide, the 
Pulfe of the Extremity of the left Cuhlius is fupcrfir 
cial, but without Strength ; there are.fpontaneous and 
malignant Sweats, Deafhefs, a painful Weight in the 
Bladder, and an extraprdinary Contraftion of the 
Urethra. 

If the Diftemper comes from [Cbi'] 3, bad Reple- 
tion, and refides in what is called PiaOy the Outude^ 
the fame Pulfe is ftill fuperficiai, but at the fame time 
it is likewife ftrong : Then there is a Difury or Dif- 
ficulty of making Water, a Pain in the Urethra, and 
the Urine is red and thick. 
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When the Diftcmper comes from Inanition, [Hiu]. 
and relides in what is called U^ the Infide, the lame 
Pulfe of the left Cubitus is [^dnti] deep, and with- 
out Strength ; the Kidneys want Spirits, Cold is pre- 
dominant ; there is a Gout or a painful Rheuma- . 
cifm, efpecially in the Region of the Loins, and in 
the Knees, with a Pain at the Scrotum, 

REMARK. 

They have not mentioned here the Cafe of a Dif- 
eafe proceeding from \Che'\ and refident in what is 
caUed Li\ die Infide : I believe that in the Copy from 
which this Book' was printed the Writer had omitted 
a Line. 

r*^ T E X T. . 

According to the fame Method they explain what 
relates to the Pulfe of the right Wrifl. 

When the Difcafe comes from Inanition, and re- 
fides in what is called Piao^ the Outfide, the Pulfe o£ 
the right Wrifl is fuperficial, but without Strength : 
There are ipontaneous Sweats, a Dread of Cold and 
Wind, the Back efpecially is fenfible of Cold, there 
is an Itching in the Skin, and the Nofe runs very 
much. 

If the Diftemper comes from \Cbe'\ a, bad Reple- 
tion, and refides in what is called Piao^ the Outfide, 
the fame Pulfe of the right Wrift is flill fuperficial, 
but it is likewife flrong : The Patient perceives a great 
Heat throughout the Body ; there is a great Pain in 
the Head, attended with a Stupor, and every thing 
fcems to furn round, 

When the Diftemper proceeds from Inanitioh , [_Hiu'] 
and refides in what is called L/, the Infide, the Pulfe 
of the right Wrift is deep and without Strength. 

If the Diftemper comes from [Chf] Repletion, 
and refides in what is called Lu the Infide, the fame 
Pulfe of -the Wrift is likewife deep, but it is likewife 

D d 4 ftrong : 
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ftrong : The peccant Humours abound in the YUcera ; 
there arc frequent fits of Coughing, a great deal of 
Phlegm that cannot be brought up, a Shortnefs of 
Breath and Oppreflion. 

According to the fame Method they explain what 
relates to the Pulfe of the Joint of the right Wrift. 

When the Difeafe comes fi"om Inanition \Hiu^ 
and refides in what is called P'im^ the Outfide, the Pulfe 
of the Joint of the right Wrift is fuperficial, but with- 
out Strength: The Patient can neither move his 
Arms nor Legs, has a fpontaneous Laflitude, and is 
exceeding flcepy -, ibmetimes the Face and Eyes air 
fwelled. 

If the Diftemper comes from \Chc^ a bad Repic* 
tion, and refides in what is called Piao^ the Outfide, 
the fame Pulfe is likewife fuperficial, but it has 
Strength withal : The Belly is fwelled, and there is a 
great Oppreflion in the Breaft and Diaphragm. 

When the Diftemper arifes from Inanition [iB«,] 
and refides in what is called /Li, the Infide, the Pulfe 
of the Joint of the right Wrift is deep, and with- 
out Strength ; there is an Emptinefi in the Kidneys, 
they not performing their Funftions as they ought, 
and fecreting but little Urine ; ibmetimes an enor- 
mous Weight m the Region of the Loins ; ibmetimes 
a fharp Pain, and the Patient is not able to turn him- 
fclf about. 

If the Diftemper comes fi^m \Cbe^ a bad Reple- 
tion, and refides in what is called Uj the Infide, the 
fame Pulfe is ftill deep, but )x has likewife Strength ; 
the Patient cannot bear Cold, there is a Pain in the 
Scrotum^ which extends even to the Loins, and ibme- 
times a Licntery. 

REMARK. 

There icems to be ibmething wanting here, for there 
is nothing faid that relates to the ^fc of the Extre- 
mity of the right CuhiSus. 

The 
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Tie Pulfes of ibe Seven PaJJtons or Jfe£iiont of 

the A£nd. 

in Joy the Pulfc is modwately flow ; in Compaf- 
£on it is thort } in Sadnefs it is Jharp or rough ; in 
Anxiety it is in Diforder \ in Fear it is deep ; in a 
iudden Fright it is in a flutter ; in Anger it is confined 
aKi in a hurry. 

yjf Difference of the Pulfes according to the Sex. 

In a Man the Pulfe of the Wrift ihouJd always be 
niOTC ftrong than that of the Cubitus ; if the contrary 
h^pens it is unnatural, and indicates a Defeat in the 
ICidneys. 

On the contrary the Pulfc of a Woman at the Cu- 
hius ought always to be more flvong than that of the ' 
Wrift } if it hamjens otherwife 'lii unnatural, and this 
indicates a Deleft in the T/iao, the fuperior Stove or 
Fire-place. 

^e Difference of the Pulfes according to differences. 
In an old Man the Pulfe is naturally pretty flow 
and feeble ; if the contrary happens it is a Difeafe ; In 
the bloom of Age the Pulfe is naturally hard and foil ; 
if the contrary happens it is a Difeafe : However, 
■with relation to thu, there are two Obfervations to 
be made. 

I. There are fonw old Men whofe Pulfe is ftrong 
and jffetty quick, but at the fame time hard, and not 
frisking: It is a natural Pulfe that indicates the 
robuft Conftitution they are blefs'd with: ''''■■;- 
Pulfe is likewife called The Pulfe of Long Life: 
when the Pulfe of an old Man is ftrong, and 
wife at the fame time frisking or skipping, and 
were difturbed, all the Strength that ren:iains to 
Man is outward ; he has not much within, nor 
he lift much longer. 
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2. A Man in the Flower of his Ag^ fometimes has 
a Pulfe that is (low and flender, but in a manner gen- 
tle and equal, and pretty uniform in the three difie- 
rent Places where it is ufually felt : This is not much 
amifs ; it is a natural Pulfe and proper to Perfons that 
hare been brought up tenderly ; but if in the Flower 
of the Age the Pulfe is fo 6ne and floider, that it 
fccms to rife up and grow hard by Intervals ; if it is 
not the fame at the Wrift as at the Extremity of the 
Cubitus y but very difierent, this Pulfe is mortal. 

TTjere muji he refpeEl had to the Cmjiitution and 

Stature. 

In feeling the Pulfe one ought to have regard to the 
Stature and the Corpulence of the Subjeft, and its be- 
ing naturally more dull or aftive ; if the Pulfe an- 
fwers thereto it is good, but if otherwife it is bad. 

REMARK. 

Neither the Text nor the Commentary difcover in 
what this Correlpondencc confifts. 

The TEXT. 

^e Complexion of the Patient ought to agree with 

the Pulfe. 

If the Complexion of the fick Perlbn does not qua- 
drate with the Pulfe it is a bad (ign : But diere is this 
Obfervation to be made. That if the Colour which 
according to its kind overpowers the Pulfe oppo- 
fite thereto, if the fick Perfon dies it will be fudden- 
ly ; whereas if the Pulfe, according to its kind, over-? 
powers the Complexion contrary thereto, if the fickPer- 
ibn dies it will be after he has lingred for ibme time. 

But if the Patient efcapes th^re is this Obfervation 
• to be made, That if it is the Pulfe which changes, 
and fubmits to the Complexion, the Cure will bq 
fpeedy : On the contrary it will be flow if the Com- 
plexion 
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plexion chaoges and becomes agreeable to the Pulle 
while the Fulfe continues the fame ; but when once ' 
the one and the other quadrate as they ought the I^- 
, ger is over. 

ff^m it is known in what uohU Part the Difeafe Ites^ one 
may judge hy the Patients Pulfe v>ben be wiU die. 

When the Diftemper is in the Liver the Pulfc is 
commonly tremulous ; but if this Tremuloufncfs is 
hard, ftrong and quick, like fo many repeated Strokes 
pf a Blade when it is whetted at the Place mark'd for 
the Pulfc of the Liver, the Patient in this Cafe will 
not live above a Day : He'll die the next Day, be- 
tween Three and Seven in the Evening. 

REMARK. 

This Place is the Joint of the Cubitus with the 
Wrift of the left Arm. See the Place where the 
Pulfcs proper to each c^ the Entrails are mentioned. 

The TEX T. 

In Difeafes of the Heart the Pulfc proper to thii 
Vifcus is overflowing : If you find at the fame time 
the Skin leap, like the Head of a Drum when it is 
beating, knowing from other Signs that the Diftem- 
per is in the Heart, yoo may be certain that the Pa- 
tient will die the next Day between NineinthcEven- 
iog and One in the Morning. 

When the Difeafe is in the Stomach the Pulfc go- 
ncrally proper to this Vifcus is feeble : If bcfif^~ ""■■■ 
find the Motion like that of Water failing D 
Drop through a Crack, ot if without theleaft 
ing or Skipping^ it is flabby, like a fmall Stt 
Water, ihc Patient will die the next Day I 
One and Five in the Morning. 

When the Difeafc is in the Lungsthe Pulfc 
KtthisVifcus is generally Iharp or rough; bu 
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find it mixt with a certain flight fhoit Motion, fuch 
as is that of the Feathers or Hairs of Animals when 
they are put in Agitation by the Wind, the Patient 
will die the next Day between Nine in the Morning 
and One in the Afternoon. 

When the Difeafe is in the Kidneys the Pulfe ge- 
nerally belonging to thefe Vifccra is hard ; but if you 
find, over and above, that its Motion imitates that 
of the Beak of a Bird in Pecking, the fick Pcrfon will 
die the next Day between Nine and Eleven in the 
Morning, or elfe between One and Three in the After- 
noon, or between Seven and Nine in the Evening, or 
between One and Three in the Morning. 

If there are fick Perfons who, in fuch like Cafes, 
pafs the Terms that are fixed, they are Perfons whole 
Stomach is naturally good, and are able to eat to the 
very laft. 

That Aphorifin ought to be rejefted that fays any 
one of the five noble Parts being deftitute of Spirits 
the Perfon will die at the end of four Years. 

An ancient Book fays, that if in the Pulfe of any 
Perfon after forty fucceflive Beats there is a Failure of 
one, it is a fign that one of the noble Parts, called 
Tfang^ is deftitute of Spirits, and Death will follow 
four Years afterwards, when the Spring-fcafon fliall 
-- fend forth Grafs and Herbs. 

Thofe who fince that time have treated of the Pulfe 
unanimoufly lay, that when the Pulfe beats fifty times 
fucceflivcly, without flopping, the Perfon is in per- 
fcift Health, and his Conftitution is found : If after 
fifty fucceflSive Beats there is a Failure of one it is a 
fign that one of the noble Parts is deftitute of Spirits, 
and Death will follow five Years after : Alas! if every 
thing aflertcd in thefe Books was to be credited feveral 
other things might be mentioned more ftrangc than 
thefe. 

If the Liver is able to perform its Funftions no 
longer, Death will enfue in eight Days 5 if it is the 

Heart, 
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Heart, a Day will be the outfidc ; if the Lungs one 
may fiirvive three Days, and even to five if it be the 
Stomach ; if it be the Kidneyis, four Days is the 
longed : This is aflerted in Books to which one may 
fafely give credit. 

But when we read that when one of the noble Parts, 
Xf^ng, is deftitute of Spirits, Death will not follow 
till four Years a:fter, and that in the Spring-feafon : 
This is not at all credible ; common Phyfitians and 
Men of fmall Underftanding ufually adhere to Books 
without any Difcemment;, by which they deceive them- 
felves and inipofe upon the Publick > I know nothing 
more contemptible. 

REMARK. 

I am not able to fay to whom this Scrap of Criti- 
cifm belongs, it is put into the Text with the reft, 
and confequently is attributed to Ouang tcbou boj who 
is faid to be the Author of this Book : The Critick 
lays, very properly, that we ought not to follow 
every thing that is affcrted in ^Books without Di- 
ftintition, not even the moft ancient and moft valued ; 
and whether he has reafonor no to adopt what he has 
adopted I Ihall not examine in this Place, 

I fhall only obfcrve that the Refutation of ibc 
Aphorifm, which he rejcfts, fuppofes that the Au- 
thor of the ancient Book has aflerted that one may live 
four Years, tho' one of the noble Parts called ^ang was 
intirely deftitute of Spirits : This k to take it ftridly 
according to the Rigor of the Letter -, it may be ex- 
plained more favourably^ and the Author might on- 
ly mean that the Intermiflion of one Beat at the end 
of forty was a fign that one of the noble Parts, called 
Tfangj Was in an ill State, and fcarcely admitted any 
Spirits i infomuch that Proceeding ftill, from bad to 
vcorfe. Death would follow ^t the end of fuch a num- 
ber of Years : But to fay that this Term fhall be juft 
four Years, and no more, is being too particular ; our 

Critick 
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Cricick has o^crloc^ed this Circumftance, for he hioH 
ielf is as nraft in his Determination, tho* for a much 
ihortcr time, as may be (Skq in the preceding Ar-* 
dele. 

The TEXT, 

There are Ckrcafions, that r^ard being had tp tho 
Caufe and Nature of the Difeale, will admit of a 
Deviation fix>m the common Rules of the Pulfe. 

When the Pulfe is externally fuperficial, and eafy 
to be felt when the Finger is laid g^tly on it, it is 
ufual to prefcribe a Sweat ; however there are Occa- 
lions in which, tho' the fick Perfbn has fuch a Pulie, 
it will be proper to procure an Evacuation by Stool. 

Tcbong king gives us art Example ; Tho* the Pulfe 
be fuperficial and high, fays he^ if the Patient feels 
an OpprefBon at the R^ion of the Heart, and a Heat 
in one of the noble Parts, named Xf^ng^ let an Eva- 
cuation be procured by Stool, and not by Sweat. 

There arc feveral other fuch like Cafes, and ^tis a 
great Error always to follow the common Rules rela- 
ting to the Pulfe, without regarding the Caufe and 
Nature of certain particular Diflempers. 

There are alfb Occafions wherein, r^ard being 
had to the Situation of the Pulfe, there mufl be a De- 
viation from the common Rules laid down for ibme 
Difeafes. 

When the Difcafe is external the common Rule is 
to procure a Sweat ; but fbmetimes, according to the 
Indication of the Pulfe, this Rule mufl be neglc6ted : 
For inflance, fays Tcbong king^ in a Pain of the Head 
with Heat, if you find that the Pulfe is more deep than! 
ufual, and the Pain is in the Head only, and not in 
any other part of the Body, there mufl be Provifion 
made for die internal Parts, there mufl be no Sweat- 
ing Medicine adminiflred, but a Potion called Su 
nbi, regard being had to the Indication of the deep 
Pulfe- 

Like- 
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Like wife in internal Dileafcs the common Method is to 
ivc Catharticks : However when there is an internal 
eat which came on in the Afternoon, and the Pulfe 
is fuperficial and empty at the fame time, do not 
purge at all, but procure a Sweat, and for that pur- 
pofe make ufe of the Decoftion of the Tops of the 
Tree Kouei. 

Like wife, when there is a Stoppage at the Stomach, 
'tis common to give a certain Potion which, carrying 
the Humours downward, opens the Paflages of the 
Breaft, and on this account is called a Peftoral : How- 
ever, tho • there be a Stoppage in the Stomach or Breaft, 
if the Pulfe is high and fuperficial, forbear Purging, 
bccaufe it will prove mortal, 

Likewife, in certain wandring Pains throughout 
the Body, it is ufual to adminifter a Potion compofed 
of Ma hoangj and the Tops of the Tree Kou^i, by 
this means a Sweat is procured which commonly re- 
moves the Pains : However, if in thcfc Pains you 
find the Pulfe at the extremity of the Cubitus evi- 
dently flow, take heed of Sweating; take fpecial heed 
to the Indication of the Pulfe, and endeavour to re- 
eftablifli the Spirits and Blood which are defective. 

yfe impwiant Obfervatim relating to the Prognojlicks 
of malignant Fevers in the Winter. 

Tcbong king fays. If the Pulfe be fuperficial, move- 
able, ftrong, hurrying, flippery, it is Tang. 

REMARK. 

That is it indicates Heat, if not ezceflive at kaft 
diat which is lufficient. 

7lt TEXT. 
A deep, (harp, tremulous weak Fulie hlH. 
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is deep, but full in both Arms, flie is big with two 
Boys : If the Pulle is fuperficial and high in both 
Arms, 'tis with two Daughters: The ancient Book of 
the Pulfe flops here. 

Some of the Moderns have prefcribed Rules to dif^ 
cover if a Woman is big with three Boys or three 
Girls, or with a Boy and a Girl : If in obferving this 
Rule they fometimes happen to be right, it is mere 
Chance ; but as for myfeli I never follow fuch ridicu- 
lous Whimfies. 

REMARK. 

Ouang chou boj who lived under TJin cbi boa?!gy 
that famous Burner of Books makes mention here of 
feveral Treatifesof the Pulfe, which at the fame time 
he diftinguilhed into ancient and modern : At* prcfcnt 
Ouang chou bo is himfelf the moll ancient Author that 
we have upon this Subjeft, 

If a Woman generally has the Pulfe at the extre- 
mity of the Cubitus J fmall, weak and Iharp, the Ab- 
domen is generally cold, and fubjeft to violent Shi- 
verings tho* fhe be ever fo young, and Ihe rtiay be 
certain fhe will never have a Son ; but if (he is ad- 
vanced in Years fhe will have neither Son nor 
Daughter. 




7%e SECRET of the PULSE: 

P A R T II. 

Tranflated from the CHINESE. 

Of the Pulfe of the Heart. 

T N the Examination of the Pulfe, with, relation to 

the Heart, it is neceflary to have a clofe Attention 

and a juft Difcernment : If the Heart is attacked, 

and 
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and the Diftempcr proceeds from a bad Repletion of 
peccant Humours, the Patient is troubled with fright- 
ful Imaginations, and difturbed with monftrous and 
dreadful Figures : If the Difeafe proceeds from Inani- 
tion the Patient raves of Smoke, Fire, Light, and 
fuch like things. 

When the Pulfe is quick in the three Places where 
it is ufually felt, [it is the left Arm only that is treated 
of here] the Heat is extraordinary in the Heart ; in ., 
this Cafe there commonly arife fmall Ulcers on the 
Tongue, and Chops in the Lips ; the Patient utters 
idle things, fees Spirits, and Would drink without In- 
termiffion if he was permitted. 

When the Pulfe of the Heart is [_Ko;ig^^ that is 
when it feels like a hole in a Flute, having two fen- 
fible Extremities, and a void Place in the middle, 
there is a lofs of Blood either by Vomiting or Urine, 
and fometimes by both. 

When the Pulfe of the Wrift of the left Hand, 
called othcrwife the Pulfe of the Heart, being thus, 
flows back, if I may fo fpeak, upon the Joint, the 
whole Body is full of Pain which fecms to pierce- to 
the very Bone : The Heart perceives a parching Heat^ 
caufing great Anxiety, and the Head, elpecially the 
Face, is all in a Flame. 

When the Pulfe of the Heart is high and full it is , 
ftill a fign of extraordinary Heat ; the Fire with- 
held, and as it were embarrafled, / produces Wind:- 
Thefe aYe the parching Vapours which caufe Pain 
and Anxiety, and communicate to the Face the pro- 
per Colour of the Heart. 

When the Pulfe of the Heart is fmall there is a 
Defeft of Heat, and a kind of Inanition ; the Pa- 
tient being then fubjeft to panick Fears, and Alter- • 
natives of Heat and Shivering : If the Pulfe is in a 
hurry, there are Pains in the Entrails, and Suppreffion 
of Urine. 

E e a J^ ^^ 
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If at the fame time it be full and high, and more 
flippery, there is Terror, diforder in the Tongue, 
and difficulty of fpeaking ; if only flippery it is a 
fign only of fimple Heat, which has nothing very 
morbificlc ; but if it is (harp, there is wanting at the 
Heart a proper degree of Strength ; then there is like- 
wife a difficulty of fpeaking. 

If the Pulfe of the Heart is deep and confined a 
cold Humour is the occafion of the Diforder, whence 
proceeds a Cardialgia ; but if the Pulfe is tremulous, 
there enfues a Palpitation, and a canine Appetite. 

When the Patient has an inflamed Vifage, an 
anxious Heart affefting to laugh much, there is an 
c^ceffive Heat in the Palms of the Hands, and a great 
Drincfs in the Mouth ; the Pulfe likewife agreeable 
to this State is a Pulfe confined, full, and inclinable 
to be quick ; if on the contrary it is deep and flabby, 
the Difeafe is very difficult to heal. 

« 

Of the Pulfe of the Liver. 

REM A R K. 

The Pulfe proper to the Liver is the Pulfe at the 
Joint of the left Wrift, as was mentioned at the be- 
ginning. 

The T "E X T. 

The Pulfe of the Liver in its ufual and healthy 
Condition is long and tremulous ; when it is fuper- 
ficial and ihort the Liver undergoes an Alteration, 
and one is fubjeft to Emotions of Anger. 

When the Pulfe of the Liver is full one dreams of 
Mountains, Trees and Forefts ; when it is empty one 
dreams of Herbs and Bufties. 

The Diftemper, called Fei kij proceeds fi*om an 
Obftruftion of the Liver s it is a fenfible Swelling 
lying under the Ribs. 

COM- 
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commentary. 

This Tumour generally happens in the Spring: 
This Diftemper commonly has its rife in the Lungs ; 
but the Liver not being able to get rid of the vitiated 
Humour that it receives, collefts it together and forms 
a Tumour; whence often proceeds a troublefome 
Cough, and a Quartan Ague of long continuance. 

The T EXT. 

When the Pulfe is long and tremulous in the three 
Places of the left Arm, where it is ufually felt, the 
Liver is not then- in a natural State, but is faulty ' 
thro* exccfs ; upon which is generally felt a Pain in 
the Eyes, and large Tears are fhed by intervals : The 
Patient is fretful, eafily provoked, and very fubjeft 
to be clamorous. 

If the Pulfe of the Liver, being foft, inclines ne- 
ver fo little to long Tremuloufnefs, it prefages nothing 
amifs ; but if it inclines to the fhort Trenriuloufncfs, 
there is an Alteration in- the Liver, but not cpnfide- 
rable. 

If the Pulfe of the Liver, being fuperficial and 
ftrong, is at the fame time full the Alteration of the 
Liver is confiderable ; then generally the Eyes are 
red and full of Pain, the Patient does not fee clear, 
but imagines his Eyes are covered with fomething that 
prevents his feeing. 

When the Pulfe of the Liver is, as it were, empty 
in the middle, having two.fenfible Extremities like 
the hole of a Flute, the Sight becomes dim, the Pa- 
tient fometimes vomits Blood, and the Arms and the 
Legs lofe their motion. 

If the Pulfe of (;he Liver is Iharp or rough there is 
a wafting of this Vifcus, and a folution of the Blood ; 
the Sides are commonly puffed up or fwelled, and the 
fwcUing is perceived as far as the Armpits. , 

E e 3 If 
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If the Pulfe of the Liver is flippery the Liver is 
too hot, and this heat communicates it felf to the 
Head, particularly to the Eyes. 

The Indication is quite otherwife when tl\e Pulfe 
is either fliort and tremulous, or full, or long and 
tremulous, or deep ; then there is an Obllruftion, 
and a Swelling to be feared : When this Pulfe is fmall, 
weak, fuperficial, and as it wei^edifperfed, either there 
is a failure of the Spirits, or they have, not a free 
courfc ; then the Sight fails, they fee as they com- 
monly fay Stars, and they are fcarcc able to diftinguifh 
any thing exacMy. 

When the Pulfe is fupcrficial to the laft degree 
the whole Body is feeble, and there is a danger of a 
Palfy. 

In fliort in Diftempcrs of the Liver the Face has 
generally a blueifli caft, there is Weaknefs or Pain in 
the Joints, the Patient has an angry Look, the Eyes 
are often ihut, as if unwilling to fee any Perfon 
whatever. 

If the Pulle of the Liver is quick, and likewife 
long and tremulous, there is ftill fome hope of a Cure ; 
but if when it changes it becomes fuperficial, and at 
the fame tim^ fliort and fliarp, the Diftcmper is then 
Incurable, 

Of the 'Pulfe of the Stomach Pi. 

When the Stomach is found the Pulfe proper to 
(this Vifcus is moderately flow, [It is the Pulfe at the 
Wrifl: of the right Hand.] 

REMARK. 

' The. Chinefe diftinguifli the Orifice of the Stomach 
from the Stomach it felf; they call the firft Pi, and 
the fccond Ouei ; there is nothing to be faid to this, 
but they reckon the firfl: among the five Tfang^ and 
the fcconcl one of the fix Fou, 

This 
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This appears contrary to Reafon, cfpecially if we 
■adhere to the Interpretation of feme ot the Moderns, 
who explain the firft Charafter by another wliich fig- 
nifies to retain, to Ihut up i and the fecond CharatSer 
by another which, according to the fame Interpreters, 
lignifies Gate, Paflage ; for it is plain that the Sto- 
mach may be faid more properly to retain the Ali- 
ments than the fupcrior Orifice. 

Thus, according to this Interpretation, there 13 
reafon to place the Stomach among the five Tfang, 
and the Orifice among the fix Fm ; but let this be as 
it will, the Phyficians in their pradlicc and ufual way 
of ipeaking almoft always join the Pi and Ouei. 

n« T E X T. 

If the Morion of the Pulfe of the Stomach refem- 
bles that of Liquor fwallowed without interruption, 
the Stomach has ioft its found and natural Conftitution. 

This may proceed from two different Caufes, either 
Fulnefe, upon which they dream of Mufick and Di- 
verfions ; or Inanition, when they dream of Feafts, 

The Stomach dreads Moifture very much, and 
whenut fuffers by that there is heard a Motion in this 
Vifcus, and in jhe Intcflines, and there enfucs one of 
the five Fluxes. 

COMMENTARY. . 

The five Fluxes arc the Flux of the Stomach, the 
Flux of its Orifice, the Flux of the large Inteftines, 
the Flux of the fmall Intctlines, the Flux called Ta 
kia : In the firft the Aliments are not digefted } in 
the fecond there is a Tenfion of the Belly, in co 
quencc whereof the Aliments taken in are returnee 
the Mouth 1 in the third there is a Motion and I 
in the Entrails, and the Stools are of a white Cole 
in the fourth there is likewife Pain in the Entrails, 
not violent ; there comes away Blood, and fometi 
a purulent Matter with the Urine; in the fifth t 
£ e 4 
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is a ilrong Motion to go to Stool, and the Patient 
goes fcveral times to no purpoie. 

REMARK. 

This laft is called a Tenefmus in Europe: The 
Commentator calls it 7'a kia^ a Name the Origin 
of which I am unacquainted with : The Phyfldans 
of the prefent Age generally term it Ge tcba?^^ a 
Name which fhews that they afcribc this Diftemper 
to too great a heat of the Inteftines. 

T:^.- T E X T. 

The Stomach is fubjedt to a Diftemper called Pi 
it ; it ufually b^ins in the Winter, and it is a De- 
fluxion like to a Tumour : This Diftemper, if it be 
lifting, is followed with a Jaundice, aixl a general 
falling away of the whole Body* 

COMMENTARY. 

This Swelling anfwers to the Pit of the Stomach, 
and appears there oftentimes of the bi^eis of a finall 
Plate turned upfide down, 

REMARK. 

There are fmall Plates in China riot above three. 
Inches in Diameter. 

TZ^^ T E X T. 

If the moderate Slownefs which agrees to the Polfe 
of the right Wrift, proper to the Stomach, is like 
that of the Joint at the Extremity of the Cubitus of 
the fame right Arm, and at the fame time the Sto- 
mach fuffers from excels of heat, the Mouth then has 
an ill fmell, the Patient is fubjeft to troublefbme 
Naufcasy but never vomits ; the Gums are eaten 
i^way, the Teeth are left bare, the Hair turns dark. 
Cold and Heat often fuccecd by turns, and the Strength 
continually decays, 

Jf 
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If the Pulfe proper to the Stomach is full, and 
at the fame time fuperficial, the Digeflion is not good ; 
the Mouth is generally dry, and tho* the Patient 
eats and drinks never fo much he ftill is weak, and 
ieems to be empty : But if this Pulfe is only full 
there is too much heat in the Stomach, from whence 
proceed Vapours that produce a ftinking Breath. 

If this Pulfe is (harp it is to no purpofe to eat, for 
it does no good, lior does it ever caufe the Perfon to 
thrive. 

If the Pulfe is Ihort and tremulous there is a Pain 
at the Stomach, and dolorous Shrinkings at the Joints ; 
the Patient is troubled with continual Naufeasy and 
has a defire to vomit, but cannot. 

If this Pulfe is long and tremulous there is an ex- 
oeffive he^t in the Liver, which renders imperfcft 
and fpoils the Digeftion of the Stomach. 

If the Pulfe is extraordinary full the Patient is 
troubled with inward Pains and dreadful Anxieties, as 
if he were pofleffed with a Demon : But you ought 
not on this account to have recourfc to Conjurers 
and their Tricks to diipoilefs him. 

COMMENTARY. 

Extinguilh, by an Evacuation, the too great heat 
of the Heart, and the Difcafe will difappear of it 
fclf. 

The T EX T. 

In certain Difcafes of the Stomach, which are pretty 
often accompanied with Pains at the Joints, wherein 
the Countenance becomes yellow, and the Body heavy, 
there is an Indigeftion and a Diarrhoea : As trouble- 
Ibme as this Condition is if the Pulfe be deep, mo- 
derately flow, flender, fine and fmall, there is hopes 
of Recovery ; but if it is ft^ort, tremulous and ftrong, 
Peath is unavoi^ble. 

Of 
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If the Pulfe be long and tremulous the Cold has 
caufed Ventofities in the Bread, which is commonly 
accompanied with a Conflipation. 

If the Pulfc feems to be empty in the middle, like 
a hole in a Flute when the Finger is laid upon it, 
there is a Hemorrhagy, and a Diflipation of the Spirits. 

If the Pulfc is deep, flender, and inclinable to be 
jlippery, the Bones are as it were ftewed in Balruo 
MaruB ; the Skin and the Hair become rough, and 
there is a SuccefBon of Heat and Cold. 

In fhort when a Man who has diftempered Ltmgs 
Ipits Blood, or bleeds at the Nofe, coughs violently 
by intervals, is melancholy and full of Complaints ; 
*if the Pulfe in fuch a Cafe is fuperficial, and never 
lb litde fharp, the Sign is not quite ib bad, nor is the 
Difeafe abiblutely incurable ; but if it is overflowing, 
ftrong, and bordering upon the hard, dicre is no pof^ 
fibility of a Cure. 

Of the Pulfe of the Kidneys: 

If the Pulfe proper to the Kidneys be deep and 
flippery in the Winter it is in its natural State. 

REMARK. 

The Pulfe at the Extremity of the Cubitus of the 
right Arm has reference to the right Kidney, and the 
lame in the left Arm to the left Kidney : Here the 
Text ipeaks of both confufedly. 

TCbe TEXT. 

If the Pulfe is fuperficial and flow the Kidneys are 
difbrdered, and the Caufe of the Difl:cmper is in the 
Stomach. 

It happens thro' Cold that fome Pcrfons are always 
Ipitting, and this draws off the Humidity noccflary 
lor the KidneyS) from whence enfucs a troublefome 
Drinefs. 

There 
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There is a Diftemper called Puen titn^ ^ kind of 
Tumour or Swelling which is perceived in the umbi- 
lical Region, the Caufc whereof is an Obftruftion, 
^d which commonly ends in a univcrfal Falfy* 

When the Kidneys, arc in a difeafed State, if it hap- 
pens thto* Repletion, there is perceived a Weight in 
the Region of the Loins, cfpecially in the Night 
when the Perfon comes to lie down ; if it is caufed 
by Inanition or Weaknefs, the Urine is apt to come 
away infenfibly when the Perfon is afleep. 

If at the three Places where the Pulfe is ufually felt 
it is found to be fluggilh, the Kidneys are difordered 
wi(h Cold, and there is Heat and Roughnels in the 
Skin ; the Patient when afleep often dreams that he is 
falling into the Water, and when he is awake is 
thoughtful, anxious and melancHoly. 

If the Pulfe proper to the Kidneys feems to be dif- 
perfed, or if the Perfon makes water too often, or 
too plentifully, or if there is a fimple Gonorrhoea, 
then there is a Pain in th6 Region ot the Loinsj^ and 
in the Knees ; there even fometimes arife fudden and 
cold Sweats without any apparent Caufe : In fhort 
the Pulfe above-mentioned is fo much the worfe, if it 
does not exactly indicate any of thefe Diftempers in 
particular. 

If the Pulfe proper to the Kidneys is full and flip- 
pcry, it is an infallible fign qf" a Dyfury or diffi- 
culty of making water ; the Urine is reddifli and 
very hot. 

If the Pulfe be fliarp it is a fign of a troublefomc 
Gonorrhoea, the Patient is fubjed to a thoufand extra- 
vagant Dreams, efpecially often imagining himfelf to 
be walking over great Waters ; befides there frequently 
happens a Swelling in the Scrotum and the right 
Tefticle. 

If the Pulfe is at the fame time full And fl:rong there 
is a heat in the Bladder, whence enfues a Suppreffion 
of Urine, or at leafl: a difficulty of making water. 

If 
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If the Pulfe is at the fame time (lippeiy, tremulous 
and long, or elie deep, fhort and trcmuloxis, in both 
thefe Cafes there is a Pain in the Loins, and a SweU^ 
ing in the Feet ; but in thefe two Cafes thfe Caiife of 
the Pain is not entirely the fame. 

COMMENTARY. 

In the firil Cafe the Pain is caufed by humid Winds, 
but hot withal ; in the fecond Cafe by cold Winds. 

The TEXT. 

When the Pulfe proper to the Kidneys is fuperfi- 
cial, fhort and tremulous, the Alteration in the Kid- 
neys is perceived in the Ears, for they become deaf* 

When the Kidneys are fo affedcd that the Counte- 
nance becomes livid, and the Cold feizes the Legs 
and Feet, the Difeafe is very dangerous ; however if 
the Pulfe is then deep, flippery, and inclinable to be 
long and tremulous, the Diflempcr is not incurable ; 
but if the Pulfe be then flow and fbong, there is lit- 
tle hope left. 

General Ohfervations on the Pulfe wherever it is felt. 

1. In whatever Arm and Place the Pulfe is felt there 
ought to be regard had to the Seafon. 

2. The Pulfe of a healthy Perfon beats at leafl forty 
five times fucceflively, without any confiderable In- 
termiflion. 

3. When the Pulfe is perceived under the Fingprs 
to be long and tremulous, or in a hurry, or over- 
flowing, or fhort and tremulous, one may judge in 
general that there is an excefs of Heat and Vento^ 
iities. 

4. When the Pulfe becomes deep and flender all of 
a fudden, and as it w^re by flealth, the Caufe of the 
Difeafe is Cold, and it preys upon the Spirits. 

5. When the Pulfe imitates the Motion of Water 
that falls drop by drop through a Crack in the Cicl- 

ing. 
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fng, or the Motion of a Bird's Beak when it pecks 
any thing, we may judge that the Difeafe is incurable* 

Ohfervations on the Pulje of the left Wrijly which is 

^proper to the Heart i 

1. If after forty-five ufual Beats it alters oriCfeafes^ 
for a Ihort time only, it is no very dangerous matter. 

2. When after thirty-one Beats it finks, and is re-*^ 
markably backivard in returning to its firft State5 if 
it be the Spring-feafon in which this happens, the Pa- 
tient will die the following Summer ; the fame may 
be faid in proportion with refpeft to the other Sealonsi 

Ohfervations upon the Pulfe of the Joint of the left 
fFrifiy , the Pulfe proper to the Liver, 

1 . If the Pulfe beats fifty times in the ufual man- 
ner, or at leaft forty-five times, without any remark- 
able Interruption, the Liver is found* 

2. If after twenty-fix proper Beats it finks and be- 
comes deep, but returns quickly to its former State^. 
there are cxceflive Heats and Ventofities in the Liver. 

3. If after twenty-nine proper Beats it becomes • 
fiiarp, and feems to coneeal it felf, the Liver is in ^ 
bad State, and there is a remarkable Obftru6tk)n ; the 
J'oints of the Body are affefted with it, and it com* 
monly proceeds fi-om bad to worfe till it terminated 
in Death. , . . 

4. If after nineteen proper Beats it finksj rifes, tlieii 
finks again, the Liver is quite fpoiled, and is not able 
to perform its Funftions \ in which cafe all Human 
Affiftancc is to no purpofe^ 

Ohfervations upon the Pulfe of the Extremity of thi 
left Cubitus^ the Pulfe proper to the left Kidney. 

I. If there is fortj^-fiv6 {iropfct Beats without In- 
tcrmiflion the Kidney is (bund. 

Vol. IIL Ff 2. If 
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2. If when preflcd by the Finger k feenw to be in 
a hurry, or long and tremulous, the Kidney fofien 

/ from Heat and Wind. 

3. If it becomes very flow all of a fudden the Dif- 
cafe is exceeding dang^Dus, and requires {peedy Af- 
fiftance; it generally procmls from Cold, and will 
require a great deal of Trouble and Expence to get 
rid oi it. 

4. If after twenty-five proper Beats it finks the 
Kidneys are depraved, and not able to perform their 
Fundions ; all the Phyfician's Skill will not be fuffi- 
cient to fave the Patient, and the mofl: that can be 
expedcd is a Reprieve, which can be but for a Ihort 
time. 

Ohfervations upon the Pulje (f the right JVriftj wbkb 

is proper to the Lungs. 

1. If there are forty-five proper Beats without In- 
tcrmiffion the Lungs are found. 

2. If this Pulfe is in a great' hurry the Lungs have 
been difordered by the external Air. 

3. If when you continue to count the Beats, and 
obferve the Pulfe, you find it becomes confidcrably 
flow after twenty Beats, the Lungs ate void of the 
neceflary degree of Heat ; do not fay this is a trifling 
matter, but get a Cure as fafl as you can; without 
which you will find that the Pulfe will fink, and fink 
again, that the feeble Patient will in a fhprt time not 
be able to quit his Bed ; you will then perceive that 
the Lungs will no more be able to perform their 

" Offices, and you will repent in good eamefl of having 
faid that it is a trifling matter. 

4. If after twelve Beats of the Pulfe it then dif^ 
appears, or undergoes any remarkable Change, the 
fick Perfon will foon be tormented with a troublefbme 
Cough, accompanied or followed with fpitting puru- 
lent matter ; the Strength will fail, the Hair decay, 
^nd tho* the famous Tfm pien tfi fliould arife again 

from 
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from the Dead to admimft^f Phyfick, it would be 
without Succefs. 

Ohfirvations on the Pulfe at the Joint of tbe-f^bt tf^riji^ 

which is proper to the Stomach. 

1. If the Pulfe beats forty- five times in a propef 
manner, without Intermiffion, the Stomach is founds 

2. If the Pulfe falls into a great hurry, the Excels 
of Heat in the Stomach will difturb the Concodion 
of the Aliments. 

5. However this Vifcus moft commonly fuffcrs 
through defedt of Heat, which will appear from the 
extreme Slownefs of the Pulfe* 

When it is in this condition, wWch is common 
enough, there are Naufeas and Vomitings, and the 
Patient cannot live above ten Daysf. 

Obfervatians on the Pulfe at the Extremity of the right 
Cubitus, winch is proper to the right Kidney. 

• 

1. If during forty -five proper Beats there happens 
no Intermiflion this Vifcus is found* 

2. If after nineteen healthy Beats it (inks, then 
rifes and finks again, it is a fure Prognoftick of 
Deatl\, for one out of a hundred docs not efcape. 

3. If this Pulfe is ftrong, hurrying, and inclinable 
to be tremulous, this Vifcus is difordered with Vento- 
fities, which may be cured by proper Medicines. 

4. If after feven agreeabk Beats the Pulfc finks^ 
rifes and fmks again, without rifing till fome time 
after, the Patient has But a few Hours to live. 

Ohfetvations upon the feven Ptdfes called Piao, that is 
the external and morefenfihle in comparifon of the reji. 

Upon the Pulfe called [Feou] fuperficial^ and its dif- 
ferent Indications. 

I. The fuperficial Pulfe is that which when prefTed 
hard by the Finger is not felt at all, or but very little, 

F f 2 find 
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and which on the contrary is very fenfible when gently 
prefled. 

2. In general when the Pulfe is fuperficial at times 
and places when it fhould be otherwife, as has been 
explained elfewhere, there is either a Cough or diffi- 
culty of breathing, or cold Sweats, or Laffitudc and 
Weight in the Loins, or unquiet Sleep, or elfe a Com- 
plication of thefc different Symptoms. 

3. When upon preffing with the Finger the Pulfe 
becomes very litdc fenfible, and then upon feeling 
exceeding lightly it becomes very fenfible, and if upon 
repeating this twice the fame thing happens exadJy, 
then the Blood is too hot, and yet the noble Parts have 
not that degree of Heat that they require : What 
Method muft then be obferved in the Cure ? It muft 
be by reftoring the Spirits, and reducing the Heat 
and Cold to a juft Temperature. 

4. When the Pulfe is fuperficial both in the right 
and left Wrift, the Patient is difordered by the exter- 
nal Air, and there is Pain and Heat in the Head. 

5. If this Pulfe is the fame at the Joints of the 
Wrift, the Stomach is as it were exhaufted,. and a 
Swelling or at leaft a Tenfion of the Belly enfues. 

6. If it is the fame at the Extremity of the Cubi- 
tus the Wind or Air has hurt the Lungs, whereupon 
there enfues Drinefs or Roughnefs in the great In- 
teftines, and confequently a Conftipation. 

Of the Pulfe called Kong, and its Indications. 

I. The fecond of the Pulfes, called Piao^ is the 
Kong \ it yields a Senfation under the Finger like that 
of a hole of a Flute, leaving an empty fpace between 
two Extremities -, this Pulfe appearing ^t a time, and 
in places not agreeable to its Nature, generally indi- 
cates a Tenfion of the fmall Inteftines, a conftant 
defire to make water, and yet making drop by drop 
with pain ; however by the help of proper Medicines 
thefe Difordcrs may be cured. 

2. If 
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2. If this Pulfe is perceived at the Wrift there is 
an Obftruftion, Stoppage, and perhaps a Defluxion 
in the Breaft. 

3. If this Pulfe is found at the Joints of the Wrift, 
it indicates an Abfcefs in the Inteftines. 

4. If it is found at the Extremity of the Cubitus 
there is an Inanition in the Kidneys, a (harp Blood is 
fecrcted by the urinary Paffages, or even thick puru- 
lent Matter. 

Of the Pulfe called [Hoa,] and its Indications. 

1 . If in the Places where the Pulfe is ufually felt 
be perceived, under the Finger, fomewhat like a Pearl, 
and if when prefling a little harder it finks without 
going backward or forward, this kind of Pulfe is 
called flippery ; when it is found at the three Places 
ufually felt, the Kidneys are difordered, there is a 
Tenfion in the fmall Inteftines, a Weaknefs in the 
whole Body, and hot and cold Fits by turns, the 
Urine is fliarp and reddifli, all which proceeds from 
too much Heat : The Cure is performed by a Mitiga- 
tion of the Heat, in which if you fiicceed thefe Dif- 
orders ceafe. 

2. When this Pulfe is only found at both Wrifts it 
indicates frequent Naufeas. 

3. When it is the fame at both Joints the Stomach 
is cold, and cannot digeft the Aliments. 

4. When it is found at the Extremity of the Cuhi- 
tusy the Belly in the umbilical Region is as cold as 
Ice, and in a condition which, according to the Com- 
mentator, makes the Patient thirfty, and yet he never 
drinks, but a grumbling in the Belly is heard. 

Of the Pulfe called [Che] full^ and its Indications. 

1. The fourth of the external Pulfes is faid to be 
full : It differs from the fuperficial in that being 
preflcd hard it ftill continues to be fenfible, tho* it is 
more fo when but (lightly prefled. 

F f 3 2. If 
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2. If this Pulfe is found the fame in the three ufiial 
Places of feeling it in each Arm^ it indicates exoef- 
five internal Heat, which caufes Inanition in the Sto- 
mach and its Orifice, and tho* the Patient eats fuffi- 
ciently he ftill feels a Laflitude and conftant Lowneis 
of Spirits \ in this Cafe he muft ufe temperate Cor- 
dials, which are neither too hot nor too cold. 

3. When this Pulfe is found in the Wrift at impro- 
per times, there is an Excefs of Heat in the Bread. 

4. If it is found at the Joints of the Wrift there is 
a Pain in the Hypochondria, and the fecond of the 
three 7fiao^ or Stoves, is in diforder. 

5. If it is found at the Extremity of the Cubitus^ 
and feels under the Finger like a Cord, it indicates a 
Swelling in the Belly and a Dyfury. 

0/ the Pulfe called Hien, or kng and tremulousy and 

its Indications. 

1. The fifth Pulfe of thePf^, or external, is called 
long and tremulous : It has *this in common with the 
fupcrficial, that when it is prefled hard with the Fin- 
ger it is fcarccly fenfible, whereas when the Finger 
is laid on gently it is as fenfible as the reft ; but it 
differs fi-om the meerly fuperficial in that there is ob- 
ferved in it every now and then a kind of Inequality 
or Trembling, much like that of the Strings of the 
Inftrument called Xf^ng. 

2. If at the three Places where the Pulfe in each 
Arm is felt this fort of Pulfe is found, it indicates 
fpontarieous Sweats, Lownefs of Spirit, and forebodes 

^ a Confumption ; the Hands and the Feet feem as if 
they were benumm-d, and are fometimes full of Pain ; 
the Skin likewife feels dry : The Indication of Cure 
in this Cafe is to maintain the natural Heat in the 
Tan tien \ [this, fays the Commentator, is three Inches 
below the Navel]. 

3. If this Pulfe is found in the Wrifts there is a 
fharp Pain in the Region of the Breaft j if it is fooind 

at 



China^ CniNEsi^-TARTARy, ^c. 439 

at the Joints the Stomach is a^^ed with Cold, and 
the natural Heat of the loweft Stove [TJiao] is as it 
were extinguifh'd by the Waters which ftagnate in the 
Region of the Abdonien. 

Of tbf Pulfe [ Kin, ] Jhort and tremulous^ and 

Us Indications. 

1. The fixth Pulfe of the external [Piao] is called^ 
jQiort and tremulous, it is fomethih^ of the Nature of 
the Superficial and Overflowing ; it has however this 
proper to itfelf, that when the Finger is prefled hard 
it is ftill fenfibly felt, but in laying .on the Fingpr 
lightly there is a confiderable Acceleration perceived. 

2. When in thole Places, where the Pulfe is ufu- 
ally felt, it is found as has been defcribed, there are 
malignant Vapours put in motion by internal Heat, 
and Madnefs is not far off; if it has not yet appear- 
ed it will foon difcover itfelf by extravagant Words, 
foolifli Threats, Songs and irregular Motions, and 
unlefs a skilfol Phyfician be called in there is no hopes 
of a Cure. 

3. If this Pulfe IS only found at the Wrifts there 
is a Pain in the Head. 

4. If it is only a& the Joints the Pain is perceived, 
and increafes, by litde and little, at the Region of the 
Thorax. 

5. If this Pulfe is at the extremity of the Cubitus 
the Pain is in the Abdomen, and fo violent that the 
Patient keeps his Hand there inceflantly. 

<y the overflowing Pulfe [Hong,] and its Indications^ 

1. The feventh and laft of the Pulfes called PiaOy 
external and more fenfible, is the Overflowing ; it is 
always found to be very fenfible tho' prefled ever fa 
hard, thcf it is mc^e (b when it is touched but gently^ 

2. When this Pulfe is found at the three ufual 
Places of. t|)e left Arm, there is a fuperficial Heat 

F f 4 through* 
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throughout the Body, drinefs of the large Intcflines, 
Conftipationy Thirft, uncafy Fain throughout the 
Body, 

3. If this Pulfe is predominant in the middle of the 
Suipmer it indicates Exccfs pf Heat, but not at all 
dangerous, for it will grow temperate of itfcif ; but if 
it is in the middle of the Autumn, or in Winter, the 
Piftemper requires a Remedy ; the Patient ought firft 
of all to have a Sweat, and then, after taking a laxa- 
tive Medicine, the Excels of Heat will ceafe. 

4. If this Pulfe is only at the Wrifts the Excels •of 
Heat is in the upper Parts, from the Head to the 
Breaft. 

* .5. If this Pulfe is only at the Joints, the Stomach 
is overloaded^ and there fucceeds a Naufea and Vo- 
miting. 

6. If this Pulfe is only at the extremity of the Cu- 
hiluSf the Heat is in the fmall Inteftines, which is 
communicated to the Kidneys ; the Urine is fliarp and 
reddilh, and there is an obtufe Pain in the Legs. 

.Observations upon the Eight Pulfes called 
Li, more internal and lefs fenftble, 

Upn the Pulfe galled [ Oqei, ] Small, and^ its 

Indications. 

. I . This Pulfe is the firft of the eight, Li : It is di- 
Jlinguiflied by prefling moderately when the Beating 
is difcovered, but is very fmall ; then prefling ibme- 
what harder a fecond time it is ftill perceivable, but 
fo fmall that all. one can fay is that it is not quite 
gone. 

^ 2. If it is found in the three ufual Places of each 
Arm, it indicates that the Spirits are greatly exhauft- 
pd ; and when it continues fo long, it is folfowed with 
a fimple Gonorrhoea, the Vifage becomes livid, and 
In length of time the Bones grow quite dgr. 
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3. If this Pvilfe is found at the Wrifts, a malig- 
nant Humour attacks the Head and the Brcaft. 

4. If it is only at the Joints, then the Heart is at- 
t^ked. 

5. If it is at the extremity of the Cubitus only, the 
ixisdignant Humour has its Seat in the Abdomen : The 
Patient perceives a kind of Shivering throughout the 
Body, and when he drinks there is a grumbling of 
the Inteftines. 

Of the deep Pulfe [Tchin,] and its Indications. 

1. The fecond of the eight Pulfcs, called Zi, is 
deep or profound, and is known by this Mark, that 
if you prefs very hard it becomes fenfible, but flow 
and loofe like a piece of old worn-out Stuff; and if 
the Finger does not prefs hard it is not at all per-^ 
ceptible. 

2. If this Pulfe is found at the three ufual Places 
. in each Arm, it is a fign of a Swelling or Oppreffioa 

in the Region of the Armpits, and of Cold at the 
extremities of the Body ; the noble Parts are ex^ 
haufl:ed, and the natural Heat of the three Stoves arc 
not communicated as they ought, which is the cauie 
of Obfbudiions. 

3. When this Pulfe is only at the Wrifls the Breaft 
is loaded with Phlegm. 

4. If it is only at the Joints there is an Oppreflion, 
and a lively Pain from the Breaft to the Navel, with 
a great difficulty of Breathing, which is fometimes 
ready to ftifle the Patient. 

5. }f this Pulfe is only at the extremity of the Cu- 
hitusy there feems to be a weight in the Loins and 
Legs, the Urine becomiog very thick and whitifh 
by turn^. 



Of 
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' Of the Pulfe [Ouan,] moderately Jlow^ and Us 

Inaicatms. 

1. The third of the internal Pulfes called f Li,] Ids 
fenfible, is the moderately Slow : I'hc only Diflfercncc 
between this and the Siuggifh lies in the Degfee ; the 
flow Pulfe generally indicates Lowncis of Spirits and 
Laflkude, accompanied with Anxiety, which fhews 
that the Motion of the Spirits is not free. 

2. When this Fulfe is found at the three ufual 
Places of each Arm the Kidneys are afFcfted ; there is 
a vHcous Humour, and a malignant Vapour extends 
itfelf to the Head, and particularly to the Ears, whkh 
dien are troubled with a great Humming : Make an 
Aperture with a Needk behind the Head overagainft 
the lower part of the Braui, repeat it three times, and 
the Pains will ceafe. 

g. If this Pulfe is found at the Wrifts there is a 
Pain in the Joints. 

4. If it is felt only at the Joint of the Wrift there 
is a difficulty of (landing upright, for the Extremity 
of Pain renders the Body crooked. 

5. If it is found only at the Extremity of the Cu- 
hitusy and is at the fame time flow and inclinable to 
be iinall, there is an Obftrudion caufed by odd Hu- 
mours, the Patient*s Sleep is difturbed in the Night- 

^ time, and he imagines himfelf haunted by a Ghoft. 

Of the Pulfe [Sas,] fiarp^ and its Indications. 

I. This is the fourth of the Eight called [la,'] the 
more internal and Icfs fenfible : It is ncceflfary to prels 
hard to perceive it, and its Motion has fomething 
like that of a Knife-blade fcraping a Bamboo : When 
this Pulfe is found at improper times, if the Patient 
be a Man, it indicates a Virus j if it- be a Woman 
with child her Fruit will be diforder*d, and (he 
hcrfelf will be perhaps intirely carry *d off: If a Wo- 

rpan 
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man not with child has this Pulfe, it indicates a Cor^ 
ruption infeding the Mafs of Blood. • 

2. If this Pulfc is only found at the Wrifts the Sto- 
mach has but little Strength. 

3. If it be at the Joints of the Wrift the Blood is 
ipoiled, and unfit to nourifli the noble Parts. 

4. If it be only at the Extremity of the Cubitus^ 
there is a malignant Sweat over the whole Body, and 
frequent Dcjedtions of die Faeces. 

Of the Pulfe [Tchi,] flugpfbj and its Indications. 

1 . This Pulfe is the fifth of the Eight, Li^ the more 
internal and lefs fenfible ; bcfides that it requires pref- 
fing hard to find it, its Charaderiftick is a great Slow- 
nefs of Motion, infoniuch that in a Ipaceof Infpira*" 
tion and Expiration there is but three Beats ; this in* 
dicates a general Inanition in the Kidneys. 

2. If this Pulfe is inclinable to the following Pulfe, 
called flying downwards^ the Difeafe is difficult to 
cure ; but if this is met with in the Summer it is dill 
worfe, the Difeafe is as it were incurable. 

3. If this Pulfe is found at the Wrifts the Heart is 
difordered with Cold. 

4. If it is at the Joints of the Wrift there is a Pain 
itt^e Belly, and Liquids pafs with difficulty. 

5. If it be at the extremity of the Cubitus^ there is 
a Coldnefs and Weight in the Loins and Feet, and 
'tis in vain to cover them, for they cannot be kept 
warm. 

Of the Pulfe [Fou,] flying downwardsy and its 

Indications. 

I . This Pulfe is the fixth of the Li, and fcems 
when felt to fly away and hide itfelf, becoming infen- 
fiblc for a moment ;. then if you prcfs anew with the 
Fingers, and ftiU harder, it is met with again, and 
does not vanifh, but is low and deep \ if it is found 
at the three ufual Places it indicates occult Poiibn and 

' concealed 
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concealed Malignity, the Body is weakened, and the 
Extremities ar& cold ; there is an internal Pain, and a 
fecret Poifon difturbs the Temperament of the Blood 
and Spirits ; in whatever Seaibn this is found it is nc- 
ceffary to procure a fpeedy Sweat, and from thence to 
begin the Cure of the Difeafe. 

2. If this Pulfe is only at the Wrifts there is an 
Obftruftion in the Breaft. 

3. If it is found only at the Joints of the Wrift, 
there is an Obftruftion in the lateftines, which afFeft 
the Eyes. 

COMMENTARY. 

If it be at the Joint of the left Wrift this is true ; 
but if it be at the right Wrift 'tis the Stomach that 
is difordered, and the Diftemper called the Piles 
cnfues. 

The TEX T. 

4. If it is only at the extremity of the Cubitus that 
this Pulfe is met with, there is a want of Digeftion, 
and the Patient cannot reft fitting or lying v it is be- 
fides attended with a Diarrhoea. 

Of the Pulfe [Siu,] mqtfi or very liquid^ and its 

Indications. 

I . The feventh of the Eighth Li is called tnoift or 
liquid^ and feems like Water prefled under the Finger : 
It is commonly accompany'd with troublefome Heat, 
a violent Pain in the Head, a great Noifc in the 
Ears, and an external Cold in the private Parts : All 
thefe troublefome Accidents proceed from things ftill 
more troublefome ; the Brain and the Marrow of the 
Back are dried up, and likewife the Veftculce Semina- 
les: A malignant Fermentation, boils, if I may fo 
fpeak, the Bones in Balneo Marice ; in a Ihort time 
the five Tjang are difordered, and certain Death 
enfues. 

2, If 
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2. If this Pulfe is met with only at the Wrift, the 

Feet are fubjeft to fweat. 

3. If at the Joints of the Wrift the Spirits fail, 
and there is a Barrennefs, or a Difpofition thereto. 

4. If at the extremity of the Cubitus it is at the 
lame time flender like a Hair, there is a malignant 
Cold throughout the Body ; the* Flefli and the Bones 
are reajly to feparate, and do not any longer fupport 
each other. 

Of the Pulfe [ Yo,] weak^ and its Indications. ' 

1. This Pulfe is the eighth of the L/, and is cotn- 
pared to the Senfation caufed by a bit of old Cotton, 
having this in common with the reft, that after it i^ 
difcovcred, and is more ftrongly prefled, it difep- 
pears; befides its Motion is llow, and commonly 
cmbarraffed. 

2. If it be found fuch at the three Places where it is 
ufually felt, *tis a fign of malignant and exceflive Ven- 
tofities : If it be found irt. a young Man the Difeafe is 
mortal, if in an old Man it is curable. 

3. If this Pulfe is only at the Wrift there is an Ina- 
nition. 

4. If it be only at the Joints of the Wrift there is a 
difficulty of Refpiration. 

5. If it is only at the extremity of the Cubitus the 
Blood is fpoiled : There is an internal Pain which is 
foon felt outwardly, and the Commentator fays that 
the Patient will die of it. ' 

Obfervations upon the Nine Pulfes called Tao, 

and their Indications. 

REMARK. 

The CharaAer f(^ fignifies, among other things, ' 
Faihion, Manner, Road, i^c. Perhaps the Intention 
is here to examine the Nine Manners, or Nine Proper- 
tics, which- may be indifferently found in the more and 
lefs fenfiblc Pulfes. The 
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• n. TEXt. ^ ••'. • 

The firft of thcfe Nine Pulfcs is called [Tcbangy'] 
long ; that is when the three Fingers being applied to 
the three ulual Places it leems to be one continued 
Pulfe, the Fidfe of the extremity of the Cubitus pal^ 
fing beyond its nfual Bounds, as alfo that of die Joint : 
This ' Pulfe in general indicates exccffive Heat *and 
Anxiety, as well afleep as awake: The Poilbn or 
Malignity of the Heat is communicated to th^ noble 
Parts, and arifes from the Intemperies of the three 
Stoves ; this ought to be diffipated by Sweating. 

The fecond of thcfe Pulfes is called [Toan,'} fliort, 
that is when the three Pulfes do not exaftly fill their 
ufual Places : This indicates Inanition, whence pro* 
ceed malignant Shiverings, cold Humours in the 
Belly, which hinder the natural Heat from fpreading 
as it ought, and keeps it as it were in Priibn, whence 
proceed very imperfcdt Digeftions; the Method of 
Cure is to evacuate thefe Humours. 

The third of thefe Pulfes is called [fl/«,] empty, 
or exhaufted : This is when the Fingers are prefied 
. hard or are laid on gently, the Pulfe feems inefficient, 
and as it were empty or exhaufted : It indicates great 
Weaknefs, Fears, fainting Fits, a Dilpolkion to be 
epileptick, eipecially in Children; but in whatever 
. Perfon it is found, if it is in the three ufual Places, 
the Hood cannot attam the neceflary Perfe<^ion for 
the Nouriihment of the int^nal and more ^fendal 
Parts of the Body, which, wanting their neceflary Sup- 
plies, undergo malignant and troublefome Fermenta- 
tions : The Method of Cure is to re-eftablifli, if it be 
poflible, or at leaf): to fuflain the natural Heat of the 
three Stoves. 

The fourth is the Pulfe called [7^,] thecohfiAed: 

^ This is, when prefled by the three Fingers it ^tms 

in a hurry, but flops as it were at the Wrifl in foch 

a manner that it omits, through Precipitation, a fin^ 

Till 1* 

jjear, 
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Beat, and then begins again : This Pulfe prefages a 
dangerous Event ; if it changes foon for the better, 
the Patient may ra:over ; but if it continues in this 
Condition Death is at hand j at leaft there is no hu- 
man Remedy to be found, nothing but Heaven itfelf 
can fave the Life. 

The fifth is the Pulfe called [iS/,] embarraffed : 
That is when the Pulfe is moderately flow, fails in 
one Bcat,\ then returns again with an irregular Impe- 
tuofity, as if it could not have proceeded without 
flopping, if I may fo fpeak, to take Breath, and dif^ 
entangle itlelf, it indicates an Obftruftion in the Re- 
gion of the Stomach, whence follows a Weight and 
Numbnels of all the Limbs, and often a violent Co- 
lick : The Diftemper arifes from an Excefs of Heat - 
in the three Stoves ; correft this Intemperies gently, 
and the Difeafe will vanifh. 

The fixth is called Tai, which fignifics Succeffion, 
change of Generation, Subflitution, &c. This is when 
the Pulfe is felt to be irregular under the Fingers, and 
then rifes of a fudden, and feems to move back in- 
ftead of proceeding forward : In this Cafe the Vilage 
becomes livid and fickly, the Patient is not able to 
^eak becaufe the Vital Spirits are almoft intirely ex- 
haufted ; a malignant Air has quite difperfed them ; 
the Soul, adds the Commentator, has no longer any 
Place to lodge in. 

The feventh is called [^Lao,} hard ^ that is wherl 
it cannot be felt with a gentle Preffure, but is difco- 
vered afterwards by prefling hard, but fo irregular and 
indiftinft that it fometimes feems to incline to the 
Deep, and flying fometimes to the Full and Long ; 
fometimes to the Small, but tremulous at the fame 
time, retaining always a certain Tenfion or Hardnefs, 
which is its proper Charadteriflick. 



RE- 
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REMARK. 

This is othcrwife named Ke, and is compared to 
the Seniation which arifes from the Head of a Drum 
when it is touched. 

The TEXT. 

It indicates an internal Plethora kept in by the trou- 
blelbme Imprcffion of external Cold on the outward 
Farts, which were too much exhaufted to refift it, 
whence proceed internal Pains as in the Bones : Soon 
after the Skin changes colour, and a difficulty of 
Breathing cnfues ; at length a continual Oppreffion in 
the Bread, caufcd by the Combat of the internal 
Heat and external Moifture : Lay all Medicines afide^ 
for if Heaven does not work a Cure there is nothing 
to be hoped f6r. 

The eighth is the Pulfe called [X^ng^l moveable, 
not that it has any great Motion, but becaufe it 
yields a Senfation under the Fingers not unlike that 
of fmooth Stones when they are felt under the Wa- 
ter : This Pulfe is not difcovered but by prefling hard, 
upon which' it refifts the Fingers a little, and when 
you repeat the Feeling of it two or three times it 
feems to beat without prefling forward, as if it was 
fixed in the fame Place : This indicates a weak and ex- 
haufted Body ; there enfues a Flux and lofs of Blood 
of long duration, efpecially in Women ; and if the 
Patient does not meet with a vely skilful Phyfician 
he falls into a Confumption of the Lungs, and dies 
very foon. 

The ninth is the Pulfe [Sie^] fine, flender, which 
is when it fceriis under the Fingers like a very fine 
Hair : This Pulfe Ihews an accidental cooling of the 
Brain and Spinal Marrow : The Body is feeble, and 
the Legs feem to be afleep ; there fbmetimes happens 
a troublefome Gonorrhcea of the fimple kind ; the 
Countenance chapges colour, and grows meagre j the 

Half 
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Hair both on the Head and ^ody decay and perifh ; 
and this Difeafe has its beginning towards the end of 
Winter, which fometimes difappears in the following 
Spring* without taking any Medicines. 




The SECRET of the PULSE: 

PART III. 

Tranjlated from the Chincfe. 

• 

\T^H A TEV ER relates to the Heart, theLivcr, 
^^ and the left Kidney, is examined from the Pulfe 
of the Wrift, the Joint, and the extremity of the 
Cubitus of the left Arm : In the fame Places ' of the 
right Arm, and in the fame Order, they examine 
what regards the Lungs, Stomach, and right Kidney, 
otherwife called The Gate of Life. 

This is the Correfpondence of the five Xf^ngj and 
the fix^ Fou : The Heart, which is the firft of the 
five ^angj and the fmall In^jcftines one of the fix Fou^ 
have a Correfpondence with each other : There is like- 
wife another between the Liver one of the five ^ang^ 
and the Bladder of the Liver one of the fix Fou : 
Likewife between the Stomach one of the five Tfang^ 
and 'the * Ventricle one of the fix Fou^ to which it is 
contiguous : In like manner between the left Kidney 
and the Bladder, the right Kidney and the three 
Stoves, and between the Lungs and large Inteftines. 

The Pulfe is ufually felt in three Places of each 
Arm ; at each of thefe Places it may be diftinguilhed 
into luperficial, deep and mean, which yield nine dif- 
ferent Combinations in each Arm; but the mean or 

* The Englifli ^ronjlator confefes this to be unintelligibUy hu^ 
nMuli not *venturi to altir it uftn his 9^m Authority. 

Vol. III. Gg middle 
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middle Pulfe is that which ought to dircdl the Judg- 
ment, with regard to the reft. 

He who feels the Pulfe ought to be in pcrfeft Tran- 
quillity, both of Body and Mind : He Ihould like- 
wife be very attentive without fuffering his Thoughts 
to ramble, and even the Motion of the Syftole and 
Diaftole ought in himfelf to be regular and juft ; 
then applying the Fingers gently to the Skin, without 
preffing, he is to examine wliat relates to the fix Fou ; 
then preffing a little harder, but not fo as to feel the 
Bone, he is to examine if he finds the Pulfe that he 
feels in a juft Moderation ; then prefllng harder, fb 
as to feel the Bones of the Arm, he muft examine the 
*Pulfes of the five T^fang \ afi:erwards he is to examine 
whether the Pulfe has any Intermiffion or not, if it 
be quick or (low^ and how many times it beats in the 
Ipace of Infpiration and Expiration. 

If there is found irt the Pulfe fifty fucceffive Beats, 
without any Intermiffion, this is Health s if it ftops^ 
before it has beaten fifty times, this is a Difcafe ; and 
the Diftemper is judg^ more or lefs dangerous, ac- 
cording to the number of Beats before it ftops. . 

If at the end of forty Beats the Pulfe ftops, one of 
the five ^fang is fpoiled : Thofe to whom this hap-* 
pens fcldom live more than four Years 5 if after thirty 
Beats the Pulfe ftops then three Years is the longeft 
Period ; if the Pulfe ftops at the end of twenty Beats 
the Patient cannot live above two \ but if it ftops 
fooner than this it is ftill worfe, and is a figtl of a dan- 
gerous Diftemper. 

But tho' in this laft Cafe there be great Danger, 
yet it is fometimes more and fomctimes lels : For in- 
ftance, if the Pulfe ftops after two Beats the Patient 
generally dies in three or four Days time ; if the 
Pulfe ftops after three Beats the Patient may live fix 
or feven Days ; and if the Pulfe does not ftop till 
after four fucceffive Beats the Patient generally lives 
eight Days, and fo of the reft in Propordon. 

The 
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The Prognofticks of the Pulfe are likewife founded 
upon its oppofition to the prefcnt State of the Health 
of the Perfbn at the time of feeling; for inftance a 
Man may feel no Difordcr, and even feem hail and 
flrong, and yet have the Pulfe of a fick Perfon, that 
is fuperficial, Ihort and tremulous, and according to 
the Commentator be walking haftily toward the 
Grave : He adds that in a Ihort time he will fall fick, 
and very probably die. 

Likewife if when the Pulfe of a Man who is 
aftually fick is felt, you find it like that of a robufl; 
Perfon ftrong and overflowing, he is a dead Man, 
fays the Commentator, 

It is proper to know that fat People generally have 
the Pulfe deep, and a little embarrafled, but lean 
Perlbns (mi the other hand fuperficial and- long : In 
People of a low Stature it is confined, and as it were, 
prefled 5 on the contrary it is fomewhat loofe in People 
of a large Size* 

Qf iSfe Diftemper cdUd Chang han. 

'remark. 

Chat^ (\gmfi<^ to wound, to hurt ; and Han^ cold ; 
as if one (houldfay a malignant and dangeroi^ Cold : 
This Diftemper is very fi-equent in China ; it is a- 
malignant Fever to which they give the> Name of 
Chang han in Winter, and which has^othcr Name^ 
in the other Seafons of the Year. 

TJtf T E X T. 

In thb Difeafe, notwithftanding the Name thit it 
bears, the Phyfician in feeling the Pulfe, and in 
judging of ks Indications, Ihould follow the fame 
Rule as in Diftempcrs proceeding from Heat : Thus 
when in the Difeafe called Chang han^ the Pulfe is at 
firft fuperficial, fhort and tremulous, and becomes by 
lictlc and littk ftrong and overflowing, and is per- 

G g 2 ceivcd 
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ccivcd to be fo in the three ufual Places of feeling, k 
is a good fign ;* the Malignity feems ready to be dif- 
fipaced, and there is room to hope the Patient will be 
out of danger in feven Days time. 

But if on the contrary the Pulfe is fnrall, flow, and 
yet a litde frisking at times, and then as it were flying 
downwards, the Patient is in great danger : In this 
Cafe there muft be an exadt knowledge gained of the 
Day and Hour that the Diflemper begati, that its 
Progrels may be judged of by examining carefully 
the Changes that happen to the Pulfe, either with re- 
fpe<5l to its height or Imallneis, or with relation to the 
flownefs or fwiftnefs of its Motion. 

Generally fpeaking in the Diflemper Chang ban^ 
as in thofe proceeding from Heat, the Pulfe ought to 
be high and overflowing \ and when it is fnull, flen- 
der and almofl imperceptible, all human Means are 
vfelefs. 

When after Swcating,which is to be procured at the 
b^inning of the Diflemper, the Pulfe becomes tran- 
quil, and the Fever ceafes, all goes well : But if after 
Sweating the Heat and Anxiety continue, and the 
Fulfe is as irregular as before, there is no hope left. 

There are Difeafes [malignant Fevers,] cauied by 
a Poifon or malignant hot Ferment in the Blood ; 
and there are others which proceed from a Poifon of 
a cold nature : Thefe are ^he dificrent Diagnofticks 
and Prognoflicks ; in thofe which are caufed by a hot 
Poifon the Patient appears to be flrong, is troubled 
with unquiet, violent, and convulfive Motions ; the 
Face becomes red, and red Spots appear in other 
Parts ; the Patient grows delirious, and while he is 
fo fays a thoufand extravagant things, and fbme- 
times thinks hfe fees Apparitions : Thefe Accidents 
are generally accompanied with a continual Loofenefs, 
and fometimes with profiifc Sweats ; the Patient opens 
his Mouth fropi time to time in fuch an extraordinary 
manner that one* would think he was ready to ex- 
pire: 
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5)irc : However dangerous his Condition fecms to be 
et him not be given over, but make ufe of harmlels 
Medicines that are proper to his Diftemper •, if he 
gets over the fcventh Day he will recover by de- 
grees. 

When Ae Polfon is of a cold nature there is a 
weight over the whole Body ; the Back is ftifF, the 
Patient feels infupportable Pains in his Eyes, and 
Abdomen ; the Lips are of a dusky Blue -, the Heart 
is feized with a malignant Poifon, which it cannot 
expel ; the extremities of the Body become cold ; 
there is a Naufea, Diarrhoea and rattling in the 
Throat, and the Pulfe is generally deep and flender : 
In this dangerous extremity the beft thing that can be 
done is to endeavour fpeedily to maintain the natural 
Heat thrice Inches under the Navel : If the Patient 
gets over fix Days, without dying, he is fafe. 

The Prognofttcks of fever al Difeafes by the Pulfe. 

In the Swelling of the Belly if the Pulfe is high 
and ftrong the Diftemper will difappear, but if it be 
empty and fmall the danger is great, and to make a 
fuccefsful Cure requires a great deal of Judgment and 
Attention. 

In Dyfenteries a fmall Pulfe is good, but a ftrong 
and overflowing one very bad. 

In Ravings and Madnefs a full and ftrong Pulfe is 
good ; but if it be found deep and flender in die 
three ufual Places, it is a very bad fign : I never 
heard that any Phyfician was able to cure fuch a 
Difcafe. 

In the Piftemper called [Siao ko^"] continual Thirft, 
the Pulfe quick and ftrong is good ; but if it- be fmall 
and empty it is dangerous, and difficult to be cured. 

In the aqueous Dropfy, when the Pulfe is ftrong 
and high, if the Difeafe will not yield to Medicines, 
yet fhe Patient will not die very foon ; but if the 
rulfe is fmall, and fcarcely fenfible, the Patient muft 
take his leave, for Death* is at hand, 

G s 3 After 
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After the Accidents of the Diftcmpcr called JGo 
loan, if the Pulfe is iSnall and very flow there is a 
failure of the Spirits, the Patient is very low, and 
neither can nor will fpeak a Word : In this Cafe the 
Diftemper is very difficult to cure ; on the contrary 
if the Pulfe is high and overflowing the Cure is csfy, 
according to the Experience of all Ages. 

COMMENTARY. 

The Diftemper Kio loan is a Confufion, ahd a War 
between Heat and Cold in the Intcftines ; .diis Con- 
fufion is caufed either by fome Irregularity in Eating 
and Drinking, fuch as a debauch with Wine, an ex- 
ccfe of C^ld and raw Food, or elfe a Cold taken 
by fleeping on the Ground, and being expofed to too 
great a Wind, £s?r. 

When the Accidents of this Difeafe begin by a 
Pain at the Heart, a Vomiting follows foon after ; 
when the Pain flrft appears in the Inteftines it is fuc- 
qeedcd by a Diarrhoea, and as fometimes the Pain at the 
. Heart and in the Belly begin together, then there 
follows a Purging both upwards and downwards: 
During the time of thefe Accidents and violent Pains 
the Pulfe is very irregular, variable, and yet inclinar 
ble to that called the Flying downward. 

The moft violent Accidents being over^ if the 
Pulfe is ftrong and overflowing, the Difeafe is ealy to 
cure ; but if it be flow, fmall and flender, |hc 
Pifcafc is very dangerous and hard to.curc. 

The TEX T. 

In Fluxes of Blood, whether by" the Nofe or 
Mouth, a deep and flender Pulfe is good : A high, 
ftrong and' tremulous Pulfe fliews that the danger is 
great ; but if it is hard withal, the Commentator fays 
that the Patient will die. 

In Cardialgias and Colicks a deep and flender Pulfe 
is bood i but a high tremulous and ftrong one i? mortal, 

COM^ 
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COMMENTARY. 
Upon this one of the Commentators fays, that the 
Cardialgias or Colicks may proceed from very dif- 
ferent Caufe^, and the Rule juft now laid down is 
not infallible. 

The TEXT. 

There are feveral forts of Epilepfies, but it may 
be faid in general that a Pulfe fuperficial and flow is 
proper to this Diftemper ; a confined, full, ftrong and 
hurrying Pulfe is a very bad fign, elpecially if the 
Epilepfy is of this kind that the Patient, whether he 
will or not, fets his Teeth ftrongly together, and 
Ihuts his Mouth; for when this laft Symptom is 
found complicated with the Pulfe abovementioncd, 
the three Souls are deftitute of help, and Death is at 
hand. 

There are Epileptical Perfons, who are not trou- 
bled with this Symptom, but on the contrary open 
.their Mouths, and emit their Breath like a thick grofs 
Vapour, their Faces appearing as red as if coloured 
with Vermilion 5 thcle, tho' difficult to cure, may 
linger on for fome time. 

As for thofe whofe Hair ftands on end, and who 
frothe at the Mouth, without being able tofwallow any 
Medicine ; who are melancholy, difconfolate, anxious, 
rattle in the Throat, and make a Noife like the cry 
of a Moor-hen, being likewifc troubled with vio- 
lent and convulfive Motions, thefe Perfons are incura- 
ble, efpecially if,befides the preceding Syniptoms 
, you obferve that they have a blueifli Vifage, with 
the Orb of the Eye contraded, and the Pupil en-, 
larged., and if there happens a certain Sweat, which 
. adhering to the Hair of the Body forms a kind of 
tenacious Prop that will not run off ; but it is word of 
all when thefe Sweats are oily, 'tis but labour loft 
to affift thefe Patients, 

In a certain Diftemper, occafioned by the abundance 
of internal plenitude of malignant Humours, the 
BipUy fwells, and there is a Tenfion and fain ; at the 

G g 4 Region 
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Regpon of the Stomach there U perceived a hardnefe, 
ftraitnefs and drincfs, accompanied with Naufeas and 
Vomiting 5 at the fame time there is felt in the Hands 
and Feet a malignant and troublefome heat. 

If in this Cafe the Pulfe is deep and flender it is a 
very bad fign, and the Patient commonly dies, clpe- 

♦ daily when the Stool and Urine are fharp. 

* In certain other Diftempers, caufcd by the abun- 
dance and external plenitude of Humours, and hy^ an 
internal heat, there generally happens a Vomiting, 
which is no ill Prcfage; but if there is at the fame time 
a Diarrhoea, and the Stools are very liquid, the Di- 
ftemper then is very great ; and if the Patient does 
not die, he will with great difficulty recover a good 
flate of Health : But if with a Vomiting and Diarrhoea 
together you find a ftrong and overflowing Pulfe 
you need not attempt a Cure, for if you do your la- 

• hour will be loft. 

In a certain Dropfy, which is a fuperficial Swel- 
ling, caufed by a Humour or rifing Vapour that ge- 
nerally renders the Breathing difficult, a Pulfe fiiper- 
ficial and flippery. is agreeable thereto : If it becomes 
all of a fudden fmall and flender the Difeafe is mor- 
tal ; you will employ your Skill to no purpofc, for 
the Patient will not efcape. 

In a certain Diftempier, wherein the Patient has a 
dry Cough, makes bloody Water, and is dry and very 
, lean, if you find the Pulfe ftrong confiderwell before 
you undertake the Cure, for it will be very difficult. 

In fpitting of Blood a deep and weak Pulfe is good, 
if you find it full and ftrong it is mortal. 

In an Oppreffion of the Breaft, caufed by any In- 
temperies whatfoever, the flippery Pulfe is good; 
but if on the contrary it is fliarp there is no Cure. 

In the DiftempNer, called Mekong ngo^ wherein there 
is a fudden Swelling of the Belly, the Pulfe flioit, 
tremulous and flender is good, but fuperficial and 
ftrong is very bad. 

COM. 



China, Chinese-Tartary, ^c. 457 
commentary. 

According to the Book the Tide whereof is 7is 
Sources of Difeafes^ the tcbong ngo is when a Man 
having a good Conflitution, and by a bad Regimen 
and Excefles becomes very weak, and from thence 
very fufceptible of foreign Imprelfions, is ftruck with 
ibme malignant Impreilion wnich makes his Belly to 
fwell fuddenly, cades violent Fains» and brings him 
to the brink of the Grave, 

The TY.XT, 

In Wounds attended with great lofi of Blood a 
Pulfe (lender and /empty is good, but the full, ftrong 
quick one is bad. 

When at the extremity of the Cubitus^ and at the 
Wrift, the Pulfe is fo fhort and treniulous that the 
Beats are like the Pricks of a Bodkin, and the Patient 
has fits of Vomiting by intervals, the Diftemper arifes 
from certain Worms called Kou^ and requires a fpeedy 
Remedy 2 Ufe quickly the moft efficacious Medicines 
fays one Verfion 5 the Life is in great danger : Ano- 
ther Verfion fays, if the Pulfe is fo quick that it is 
foft at the fame time, the Patient may be kept alive a 
good while longer^ 

COMMENTARY. 

The Book which is intided^ Tbf Source of Difiem- 
pfrsj fays ; in the Compofition of the Charader, 
which is r^ Kouj there are three Tcbongj that is to 
fay three Worms that are in the fame Veflfel Afi«, 
where they make war and feed upon each other; 
that which vanquifhcs the reft is very dangerous, and 
gnaws the Vifcera of the Patient ; thofe who are at- 
tacked with it have frequent Cardialgias, and fome- 
thing feems to gnaw them at the Heart, the Vifage 
often becomes blueilh, and the Eyes yellow, and feve- 
ral other extraordinary and irregular Acx:idents of the 
fame nature happen : This Animal generally attacks 

the 
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the Midriff firft, whence enfues fpitting or vomiting 
of Blood ; and if not prevented he'll devour the Vif- 
€tra called Tfang and Fou^ and bring on Death. 

The TEXT. 

In the Attacks of Poifon the PuMe ftrong and over- 
flowing is good, but if it is fmall and flender the dan- 
ger is great, cfpecially if attended with vomiting of 
Blood, for it is difficult to ftop it perfedUy, and Death 
comtnonly enfues. 

COMMENTARY, 

In other vomitings of Blood the Pulfc deep and 

{lender is good ; there is none, but that occafion'd by 

Poifon, where the ftrong and overflowing is thought to 

be good* 

The T E 3? T. 

In fliort, generally fpeaking, to judge and pro- 
nounce more certamly if the Patient will die of his 
Difeafe or not, there is nothing can be done better 
than to confult the Pulfe Tat cbang \ if it is found to 
have Motion and Vigor the Patient will efcape ; but 
if in this Place the Pulfe is languifliing and flops he 

will then die« 

COMMENTARY. 

This is an Inch and a half difl^ujt ftom the Joint of 

the great Toe. 

REMARK. 

At this day the Chinefe Phjrficians never confult the 
Ptilfe in this Place^ not even m Men* 

Prognojlicks taken f rem the Infpe^ion of the Patient. 

If the Patient has the inward Corner of the Eye$ 
ydlow it is a good (ign, he commonly recovers ; the 
Stoniach is good, iays a Commentator. 

If the Eyes having been fwelled fall of a fudden he 
is a dead. Man \ the five Tfang are fjpoiled, iays the 
Commentator. 

When you perceive a blackilh Colour fpread it felf 
over the £yes„ E^^'s ^nd Nofe of the Patient, the 

Pifliemper 
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Diftemper is very difRcult to cure •, and if this Colour 
reaches as far as the Mouth fcarce three out of ten will 
recover ; the Stomach is opprefled with the too great 
Humidity of the Kidneys, fays the Commentator. 

When the Face is yellow, the Eyes violet or 
blackifh, and the Patient moves his Arms in an un- 
quiet and irregular manner, a malignant Air has feiz- 
ed the Stomach, and produced a mortal Fermentation 
throughout the Body ; the Stomach, fays the Com- 
mentator, is opprefled by the Liver. 

If when the Face is blackifh, the Eyes are white, 
the right Kidney, called The Gate of Life, is al?folute- 
Jy fpoiled, and the Patient has not above eight Days 
to live. 

When the Face of a Patient is obferved to change 
fuddenly to a purple Colour, and becomes more black 
by little and little, the Liver and the Kidneys no 
longer perform their Fundtions, fays the Commentator. 

When the Face becomes red, the Eyes white, and 
there is at the fame time a difficulty of breathing, the 
Fate of the Patient u ill be determined in ten Days 
time : If he gets over them fafely he will recover ; 
they arc the Lungs that fufier here, fays the Com- 
mentator, and the heat of the Heart is too great. 

When the Eyes become inwardly yellow, black oc 
white, and this reaches as far as the Nofc and Mouth, 
it is a bad Sign ; The Stomach, fays the Commenta- 
tor, fuffers from the moift Intemperies of the Liver. 

When, while the Face is purple, the Mouth becomes 
yellow, the Patient generally dies in twelve Hours 
time. 

When the Eyes are difturbed, and the Teeth break, 
and grow black, or when the Countenance becomes of 
a fickly white, and the Eyes turn black, thefe are all 
bad S^ns. 

When the Patient opens his Mouth like certain Fifh, 
and cannot fhut it again, and the Expiration is (Irong 
\vhile the Inibiration is very little, he is a dead Man. 

When 
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When the Patient has his Back fo ftiff* that he can- 
not move it, his Eyes fixed and immoveable, looking 
only one way, and nis Lips dry and as it were parch'd, 
his Face fwelled, and at the iame time blueifh or 
black, the Difeale is very dangerous, and will be 
difficult to cure : If moreover there is a Delirium, 
unquiet and convulfive Motions, followed with the 
lofs of Speech, and accompanied with la certain cada* 
verous Smell, all hopes are gone. 

When the Patient perceives an entire Repletion 
throughout the Body, and his Back becomes of a 

?urple Colour, he will not get over three Days: 
'he Stomach, fays the Commentator, is opprcflcd by 
the Intemperies of the Liver. 

When the Feet and Legs fail under a Man, and 
the Knees are greatly fwelled, the Diftemper is very 
dangerous ; the Patient commonly dies in ten Days time. 

When the Joints lofe their Motion, and become 
ftubborn, the Difeafe is mortal. 

When the Lines in the Palms of the Hands arc ef^- 
faced, the Patient has but a fliort time to live. 

The Lips Iplackifh, a cold Senfation throughout the 
Body, involuntary loft of Urine, averfion to all 
Nourifhmcnt, are bad Signs: If they meet at the 
fame time the Patient will live but four Days. 

When the Nails of the Patient, as well of the 
Toes as Fingers, become of a purple Colour, and af- 
terwards black, it is a bad Sign : If this remains for 
eight Days the Patient dies, at leaft the Diftentper is 
difficult to cure : The Commentator fays that the 
Liver is decayed. 

When the Patient perceives a Weight in the Loins, 
Pain in the Back, Uneafineis throughout the Bodyi 
the Difeafe is in the Bones, the Patient will live but 
five Days. 

When a fick Perfbn finds a great Heavinefs through- 
out the Body, and has red Urincf, if thefe Symptoms 
continue the Difeafe lies in all the Mufclcs ; in fix 
Days the Patient will die. When 
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When the Nails of the Fingers and Toes become 
blackifli, and the Patient is fretful, finding fault with 
every one that comes, when the Joints lofc their 
Motion, the Patient will hardly get over nine Days ; . 
but if the Hairs ftand on end, and become like Hemp, 
. he has but half a Day to live ; in fhort when the Pa- 
tient feems to grope for h^ Garments, and talks of 
Death, it is in reality very near. 

Diagnojiicks and Prqgnojlicks of the Dijiempers of the 
five Tfang, independent of the Pulfe. 

Of the Uver. 

The Face fwelled with blackifh Pimples, the 
Tongue crooked and of a purple Colour, a Weaknefs 
throughout the Body, and cfpecially in the Arms and 
Legs, a remarkable Dimnefs of Sight, Tears falling 
without ceafing, and without reafon ; all thefc indi- 
cate the Liver to be decayed, and the Patient will 
die on the eighth Day. 

A Pain in the Region of the Armpits, red Eyes, 
■frequent Paffions, Vertigoes, Dcafiiefs, ihew the Liver 
to be difordered with Repletion : This Vifcus mtift be 
unloaded by Evacuations, and rfie Cure may fucceed. 

A StifFnefs in the Joints, and in the Region of the 
Armpits, Dimnefs of Sight, Fears, and Sighs with- 
out any evident Caufe, fhew the Liver to be difordered 
through Inanition : The Intention mull be to ftrengthen 
it, if a Cure is defigned. 

Of the Heart. 

The Countenance becoming yellow, but of a deep 
Colour, and mixed with black, a StifFnefs at the 
Shoulders, the Eyes fixed upon one Place, the Hands 
fwelled, the Lines of the Hands effaced, the Talk ex- 
travagant, and without ceafing, indicate an Oppref^ 
fion at the Heart, which is as it were fuffocated 
with Heat, in which Ca& the Patient will hardly live 
a Day. 

When 
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When the Patient perceives a Numbnefe and obtufc 
'Pain in the Back, and yet laughs without a Caufe, 
perceiving from time to time an extraordinary Drinefi 
in the T ongue ; all this indicates a bad Repletion 
which difordcrs the Heart ; Evacuations are neccflary, 
and a Phyfician ought to take care that he is not de- 
ceived in attributing the Difeafe to Inanition. 

But if the Patient is melancholy and troubled, caHIy 
frighted, and pale ; if he perceives a StifFncfs at the 
Root of the Tongue, and a Pain reaching from the 
Loins to the Back, the Difeafe proceeds . from Inani- 
tion, in . which Cafe Cordials and comforting things 
arc neceflary. 

Of the Stomach. 

When the Feet of a Patient are fwelled, and the 
Belly likewiie at the umbilical Region, when he has 
at the fame time the Face yellow and pufPd up, when 
his Excrements come away involuntarily, when the 
Skin of the whole Body is rough, and the Pofition of 
the Lips changed ; all this fhews a Stomach entirely 
Ijpoilcd, and the Patient will not live twelve Days. 

When there is a Swelling in the Belly, accompa- 
nied with a Conftipation, a Palfy in the Feet, a 
Weight throughout the Body, when the Patient eats 
much without being refrefhed ; all this (hews a Sto- 
mach difordered by a vitious Plenitude, and makes 
Evacuations neceflary. 

But when a Swelling of the Belly is attended with 
a Motion of the Entrails, Vomiting, continual Indi- 
geftion^ and a Loofenefs, 'tis a Sign the Stomach \% 
weak) and fl^nds in need of ftrengthening Medicines. 

Of the Lungs. 

When the Expiration is great, and little or no In- 
Ipiration, when the Lips are decayed, and the Lines 
of them difappear, when they become black, and like 
a Match half burnt, when the Skin, Hair, and Nails 

are 



China,- Chines;E-T ART ARY,c&rr, 463 

are become dry 5 all this (hews an entire decay 6f the 
Lungs : The Patient has nothing to do but to take Di- 
reftions for his Journey, for he muft depart very foon. 

.When there is a Pain in the Shoulders, Back, 
Thighs, a Cough, a difficulty of breathing, and 
Windinefe making its way upwards, then the Lurtgs 
^re affedlcd with a bad Plenitude, and it will be ne- 
ccflary to relieve them by Evacuations as foon as pof- 
fible, for all Delays are dangefous. 

When the Refpiration is weak, the Voice fmall, 
attended with fits of Coughing, and the Spittle is 
mixed with Blood, there is a great Weaknefs and Op- 
preffion, and it will be neceffary to fupport arid 
ftrengthen them before any other Method is ufed. 

Of the Kidneys* 

When the Vifage of the Patient becomes black, the 
Teeth ake, the Sight grows dim,* when there are 
fpontaneous and plentiful Sweats with a Shooting in 
the Loins, when the Skin is always moift, at the 
fame time that the Hair becomes dry, the Kidneys arc 
abfolutely decayed, and four Days will btingthe Pa- 
tient to the Grave. 

When there is a puffing up of the Belly, a Weight 
throughout the Body, extraordinary Sweating at Meals, 
or immediately after, when the Patient is very fenfiblc 
of the leaft Air, and the Face and Eyes become black 
and livid, when he has no mind to fpeak, and when 
he does f|)caks in a languifhing manner ; this fhews 
that the Kidneys are oppreffed with a bad Plenitude, 
therefore. empty them as foon as poffible. 

When the Patient feels extreme Cold in the Hypo- 
chondria, and a Pain down the Back, wherT there is at 
firft a Noife in the Ears, and then a kind of Deafnels, 
when the Urine is greatly changed, either in quantity 
or quality, they ought to be ftrengthened, for they 
ftand in need of it. 

Of 
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Of JVmen vMb Child. 

. When the Pulfc of the Wrift is finall, that of the 
Joint flippery, that at the extremity of the Cubitus 
quick, and they remain fb &r a time, and without 
any other Variation than what tnay be difcovered at 
fome Intervals, when a few Beats feem like the Peck- 
ing of a Bird that is feeding, the Woman is with 
child, tho' it does not appear outwardly. 

When prefling very gently with the Fingers the 
Pulfe is flippery and quick, and then prefling more 
ftrongly, if it appears to be fmall the Woman is 
three Months gone. 

When the Pulfe is found to be fmiply quick with- 
out Relaxation, the Woman is then five Months gone : 
If it be in the right Hand, the Woman is big of a 
Daughter ; this is fpoken of the Pulfe of the Wrift, 
and this Di(lin£tion of the right and left Hand ought 
to be applied to the flippery Pulic of the Joint be- 
fore-mentioned : As for that at the extremity of the 
Cubitus k is fuflicient to mind that there be no Inter- 
ruptions in its Beats *, this Circumflance, joined to 
that which was faid of the Pulfes of the Wrifl: and 
Joint, indicate being with child. 

Another Copy of this Book lays, when the Wo- 
man is four Months gone, if you would know whe- 
ther it be a Son or a Daughter that flie is with child 
of, you may diilinguifli it two feveral ways. 

1 . If the Pulfe is quick in the left Hand, the Wo- 
man is big with a Son ; if the Pulfe is quick in the 
right Hand, it is a Daughter. 

2. If in the left Hand the Pulfe is deep but fiill, 
the Woman is big with a Son ; if in the Idt Hand the 
Pulfe is fuperficial and ftrong, it is a Daughter ; if in 
both Hands the Pulfe is deep but fiill, fhe will have 
two Boys. 

When a Woman, who is pregnant, is gone her full 
time, and has a wsindring Pulfe, and perceives Pain 

in 
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in her Belly and Loins at. the fanoie time, fhe will be 
delivered in twelve Hours. [This Pulfc, fays a Com- 
mentator, is when there are three Beats in the fpace 
of one Infpiration : Another fays it beats but once 
during an Infpiration, and pretends diat this happens 
when the Pulfe is at the fame time deep, flender an4 
nippery.] .. , , 

When a Woman in Labour feels an extraordinary 
Weight, tod has fomctimes a Shivering^ fometimcs 
Heat, and the under part of the Tongue is hot, the 
upper part being cold, the Infant is dead or dying, and 
die Mother will die alfo without being delivered. 

When a Woman in Labour has a red Face, and a 
purple-colour*d Tongue, fhe generally brings forth a 
dead In&nt ; and when her Mouth and Lips are pur- 
ple, and there is Froth at her Mouth, fhe dies alfb. 

When the Face is purple, but the Tongue red, and 
ihe frothes at the Mouth very much, the Infant VfUl 
live, and the Mother die. 

When a Woman newly delivered has a Pulfe mo- 
derately flow and flippery it is good ; but if it be 
foil, flrong, tremulous and clofe, D^ath is at hand : 
In like manner if the Pulfe be fmall and deep, it is 
good ; if hard and firm, it is a bad Sign^ 

Likewife .when the Pulfe of the Wrifl is very 
quick, . all in a Flame and irregular, fhe will die : If 
it is flender and deep, infomuch that when you prefs 
with the Fingers fo as to feel the Bone, the Pulfe con- 
tinues (till fenfible, fhe will get over it^ 
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j^n Extract oftl)e Pen tfaocang mou, 
that is The Chinefe Herbal ; or. 

The Natural Hiftory of China for the 

Ufe of Medicine. 

fbis PFbrk was undertaken and compofed by a Do£lor ef 
the Family or Dynajiy of Ming, called Li che tchin : 
But Death preventing this Author from putting the 
laji Hand to itj bis Son^ after having revifed and 
augmented it, prefented a Petition to the Emperor 
Van lie, the twenty-fourth Tear of Us Reign, in con^ 
fequence of which the Emperor gave Orders to the Tri-* 
bunal of Rites topublifh the Work, which has been re- 
printed the twenty-fecond Tear of the Reign of the late 
Emperor Gang hi. 



31?^ PREFACE, which contains a general Vicm 
and Bivifton of the whole IVork. 

•y H I S Hiftory comprehends in all Fifty-two Books : 
**• The two firft Books treat of the Pen tfao^ or Her- \ 
bals which have been compiled fince the time of the 
Emperor Cinn nong, till the time when this Author ; 
lived. ; 

The firft Herbal, of which mention is made in the 
Chinefe Books, is that of the Emperor C&« nong, 
which being divided into three Parts contains three 
hundred and fixty forts, of Plants or Medicinal Drugs 
diftributed into three Claflcs : Afterwards there are 
added as many more to the former, aad this was 
ftiled, ^he Second H^rhal^ or Pen tfoQ. 

After 
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After thcfe two fitft appeared feveral others at dif- 
ferent times, efpecially under the Family of the Tang^ 
and under that of tht Song much more ample ones : But 
becaufe thefc fort of Works, while they multiplied fo 
greatly, becanieconfufed and full of Faults, and want- 
ed a proper Order, Li cbe tchin^ inftigated by a De- 
firc of fcrving the Publick, compofed this, wherein is 
comprifcd every thing that was good in the former, 
and to which he has added a great deal of his own. 

But with intent to reduce it into a fit Order, that it 
might be readily confulted, he brought all forts of 
Plants that he treats of under Sixteen Clafles, which 
he fubdivides into fixty difierent Kinds 5 then all the 
Kinds of Plants, which are contained under the firft 
Clafles, he diftributes into three Orders, according to 
the Strength and Virtue of each. 

And becaufe Fire and Water are the two principal 
Elements, and as it were the two firft Principles of . 
all other Productions, this Work begins with thefe 
two Elements. 

In the fecond Place he treats of the Earth, becaufe 
the Earth is as it were the Mother rf all things. 

In the third Place of Metals and Stones generated 
in the Bofom of the Earth, and which are as it were 
Parts of it. 

In the fourth Place of Plants, Grain, Pulfe, Roots 
and Trees that it produces out of its Bofom. 

In the fifth Place of old Garments and Utenfils, the 
Matter of which is taken out of the preceding Kinds. 

In the fixth Place of Infefts, Fifh, and other Kinds 
of Scaled- Animals, or fuch as are defended with Ar- 
mour ; of Birds and Quadrupedes. 

In the, laft Place of the Body of Man, infomuch 
that this Clafs begins with that which is moft vile arid 
moft common in Nature, and ends with that which is 
moft exalted and excellent : As for the Order, which 
the Author has kept in treating of every Kind, he 
begins with the Explanation of the Name 5 and as fe- 

H h 2 vcral 
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veral forts of things have had different Names, ac- 
cording to the different Ages and Authors that have 
written about them, hi che Ubin has taken care to di* 
ftinguifh them very exaftly, and to place them after 
that which was moll common in his time, in order to 
prcferve the Original of the Pen tfaoox Herbal. 

Afterwards he makes and gives a Defcription of 
each, fpeaks of the Place and Manner of its Growth, 
and how it is to be kept or gathered. 

In Ihort he fhcws whatever has been controverted 
and uncertain in each ; then he fpeaks of the Manner 
of its Preparation, Preft;^ vation^and Ufc, treating af- 
terwards of their Nature, Qualities, Smell and Tafte ; 
after which he fpeaks of their Virtues and Ufes, or 
their Effedls and Ends, by giving the Receipts and 
Dofcs of each : There is therefore in the ancient Pen 
tfao reckoned 2935 different Receipts, to which they 
have added 1 161 that arc more modern, 

ExtraSi of the Pen tfao of the Emperor 

Chin nong. 

3^^ T E X T. 

Tp H E R E are a hundred and twenty forts of Drugs 
"*• or Remedies of the higheft Clafs ; thefc are of the 
Nature of Aliments, and by their nourifhing Juice 
lerve to fuppbrt Life, by which Faculty they referable 
Heaven. 

As thefe Remedies have no venomous or malignant 
Quality, whatever Quantity you take, or how long 
focver you ufc them, they do no harm : In a word, if 
you would have the Body aftive and nimble, prefervc 
the Spirits in a juft Equality, and keep yourfelf in a 
healthy Difpofition, even in old Age make ufe of the 
Remedies contained in this firit Book. 

There' 
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• There are likewife a hundred and twenty forts of 
Drugs of the fecond Clafs, which in Medicine perform 
the Funftion of Sejyants or domeftick Officers : Thefe 
' Remedies give the Body a Difpofition which renders 
a Man more capable of performing the Funftions of 
his Nature, which they in fome fenfe preferve. 

Among thefe Remedies there are fome which have 
^ malignant Quality, and others which are quite inno- 
cent and harmlefs ; in fhort if you would leflen the vio- 
lence of Diftempers, and re-cftablifh decayed Strength, 
make ufe of the Remedies contained in the fecond Book, 

As for the Remedies or Drugs of the lowcft Clafs, 
there are a hundred and twenty five forts, which in Me- 
dicine perform the Funftion of Officers not belonging 
to the Houfe, and thefe are particularly ufeful in cu- 
ring Diftempers : They jiartake of the Nature of the 
Earth, and have all great Malignity, or fome poifo- 
nous Quality ; they ought not to be ufed long together 
without Intermiffion : In a word if you would drive 
Cold out of the Body, unnatural Heat, bad Air, or 
a certain Malignity that may affeft the Spirits, or if 
you would open Obftrudiions, diffipate a Colleftion 
of Humours, and heal Difeafes, you muft have re- 
courfe to the Remedies of the third Book. 

Among Medicines there are fome which are in the 
Place of Ktun^ or Sovereign ; there are others that 
are in the room of 7chm^ or domefl:ick Servants ; and 
there are others who hold the Place of Tifo che^ or Of- 
ficers that live without ; and the goodncfs of a Medi- 
cine arifes from a juft Proportion and Temperament 
of thefe fevcral forts of Remedies : The Kiun^ or So-* 
vereign, ought to be chief; there fhould be two ^ch'm 
or domeftick Servants ; three 7/i?, or general Officers 
refiding abroad, and five Che or fubaltern Officers ; 
one Kiun^ three 7rfo«, and nine ^fo cbe^ is likewife a 
juft Proportion. 

Among the Remedies there are fome which partake 
of the Nature of Tn^ and others of Tang^ to which 

grea 
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great regard fliould be had when they are mix*d toge- 
ther : Certain Remedies have likewife Relations a- 
mong themfelves like that of the pother And Child, 
and the cldcft Brother and younger. 

The things made ufe of in Medicines are of feveraJ 
forts : Thofc taken from Vegetables are the Root, the 
Stalk, the Flower, the Fruit and the Leaves ; thofe ta- 
ken from Animals are the Skin, the Bones and thcFlclh. 

COMMENTARY. 

The Phyfician Tuen fou fays that in all kinds of 
medicinal Things, which have the Root in the Earth, 
that Part which is above Ground is formed by the 
Heat and Spirits which afcend into the Body of the 
Plant, and the Stalks from whence the Leaves proceed 
are called Ken^ or Branches ; and that Part which is 
within the Earth is formed by the Juice and Spirits, 
which defcend from the Body of the Plant, and its 
Branches which penetrate the Earth are called Itcbao. 

With refpeft to Patients, whofe Diftemper lies inthc 
Chang tftao^ or Tcbong tfiao^ that is in the fupe^or Ca- 
vity of the Body, it is ncceflary to make ufe of the Ken 
or Branch, that is the fuperior Parts of the Plant ; and 
with rcfpeft to thofc whofe Difeafc lies in the inferior 
Cavity, or Hia tfiao^ which is the lower Belly, it is 
proper to make ufe of the Chao or Branches of the 
Roots, that is the interior Parts of the Plant : The 
Ken or Branches of the Plant afcend upwards, and the 
Chao or Roots have a tendency downwards. 

The upper half of the Body partakes of the Tang^^ 
and the Nature of the Heaven -, thus the Medicines 
fuitable to that Part of the Body arc the Head or Tops 
of the Plants 5 the Body of the Plant, that is the 
Trunk, is for the Difeafes of the ^chong tfiao or mid- 
dle Cavity ; the inward Half of the Body of Man par- 
takes of the Tn^ and is of the Nature of the Earth, 
and confcquefttly the Tchao^ or Roots of the Plants, 
arc proper for Diftempers lying in the lower Parts. 
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The TEXT. 

"^ Medicines are diftinguiflicd into feven forts ; there 
are Simples which are not joined to any other, and 
there ar^ Compound : Among the Compound there are 
thofe which ought not to be feparated from each other, 
but require to be always together ; there are fome which 
lend each other mutual Afliftance, and fome again that 
lay ho|d on each other, while between others there is a 
great Antipathy ; fome are oppofite, and others are 
contrary, whilft fome deftroy or kill each other. 

There muft be great care taken in the mixing or 
blending thefe fort of Medicines: The beft way will 
be to make ufe of fuch Remedies which cannot be with- 
. out each other, and of fuch which lend mutual Affi- 
fta:nce ; but take great heed of ufing thofe which have 
an Antipathy among themfclves, and which are of a 
contrary Nature : You may venture to ufe thofe that 
have a malignant or venomous quality, provided they 
are joined with fuch as have the Virtue to fubdue this ^ 
Malignity ; but as for thofe between which there is 
an Antipathy, and which deftroy or kill each other, 
never join them together. 

COMMENTARY. 

Pao ching fays ; in the Pen tfao of Chin nong there 
is mention made of three hundred and fixty five forts of 
Medicines or Drugs, among which there are feventy- 
one forts which are fimple, and admit of no Mixture ; 
there are twelve forts of fuch as cannot be without each . 
other ; there are ninety forts of thofe which lend mu- 
tual Afliftance 5 feventy-eight that have a mutual Aver- 
fion \ fixty that have an Antipathy ; eighteen of the 
contrary and oppofite ; and thirty-fix of thofe that kill 
or deftroy each other. 

Li cbe tcbing fays there are feven forts of Remedy 
or different Qualities. 

The firft is the Simple fort, that is thofe which arc 
never compounded, but are taken alone. The 

Hh4 
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The fecond arc fuch as cannot be without each other, 
and muft be always joined together ; fuch are the Gin 
feng^ Liquorice, the Hoang kij the Tcbi m^,and luch like. 

The third fort is fuch as lend each other mutual 
Afliftance. 

The fourth is of thofe which have a reciprocal An- 
tipathy, and which reciprocally render their Virtues 
ufelefs. 

The fifth are thofe that fear or hurt each other. 

The fixth is fuch as are contrary or incompatible. 

The feventh is of thofe that deftroy or kill e^ch other. 

In the ancient Receipts they commonly ufcd the 
fourth and fixth fort ; the fecond and third take place in 
the Emperor's Receipts ; the fifth and feventh are ufcd 
in the Receipts of the Princes ; and the fourth and fixth 
in the Receipts of Tyrants or barbarous Princes, 

The TEXT. 

They diftinguifli their Drugs or Medicinal Things 
by*fi ve feveral Taftes ; thus there is the Sharp, the Salt, 
the Swe^t, the Bitter, and the Strong : They are likcwifc 
diftinguifhed by the four Qualities of the Air* accord- 
ing to which they are cold or hot, temperate ^d frefli, 

COMMENTARY. 

^ong ri/ diftinguiflies the Drug5, with relation to 
the Spirits, that is the fmall fpiritual Bodies that pror 
cecd from them, and are the Vehicles of Smells, and 
are divided into two Claffes ; thofe which have a good, 
and thofe which have 4 bad Smell. 

ni TEXT. 

They are farther diftinguifhed into two other gene- 
ral Kinds; thofe that have a poifonous or malignsint 
Quality, and thofe which are free from them. 

COMMENTARY. 

The Phyfician Ki pe coo fays. There are inveterate 
and new Diftempers, as likcw^fe great Receipts ancj 
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fmall : According to the Nature or Quality of the 
Diieafes, cither innocent Medicines are to be ufcd, or 
fuch as have a malignant Quality ; when to heal Dif* 
cafes Medicines arc ufed which have great Malignity, 
if the Difeafe has ten degrees of Enormity, thefc Me- 
dicines may diminifh fix : Medicines which have a mo- 
^derate Malignity will diminifh feven, and thofc which 
have very little Malignity will diminifh eight: When 
Medicines are ufed which have no malignant Quality, 
out of ten degrees of the Diftemper they will take 
away nine. 

As for thofc kinds which are merely of the Nature 
of Aliments, fuch as Grain, the Flefh of Animals, 
Fruits, Herbs and Pulfe, provided a Perfon does not run 
into Exccfs, there is no Danger to be feared from them. 

The fame Author fays likewifc, that with refpeft to 
Diflempers which have fome poifbnous or malignant 
Quality, if the Patient has a Conftitution able to refift 
ftrong Remedies, a ftrongcr Dofe may be given, but 
to fuch as cannot bear them, but with difficulty, the 
Pofe adminiflred ihould be fmall. 

Tie TEXT. 

There are Seafbns proper to gather and prepare Me- 
dicinal Things, Ibme of which are to be drial in the 
Sun, and others in the Shade, 

COMMENTARY. 

Hong king fays. That the time of gathering the things 
that enter into the Compofition of Remedies is the be- 
ginning of the Year, and that this Cuftom has been 
cftablifhcd ever fince the Reign of Han : The reafon 
why the grcateft part of Medicinal Roots are gathered 
in the fecond and eighth Moon is, that in the begin-* 
ning of the Spring the Sap, rifing in great abundance, 
is in its full Strength, and then only beginning to caufe 
the Plants to bud, it is not yet difperfed nor confumed 
^s it is afterwards in the Produftion of the Branches 

and 
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and Leaves : As for the Autumnal Seafon the Leaves 
and Branches being withered, then the Juice or Sap 
falling downwards returns to its Origin. 

In fhort if Roots are gathered in the Spring it fliould 
generally be done in the Morning, and if in the Au- 
tumn it fhould be in the Evening for the lame reaibn. 

As for the time proper for the gathering Flowers^ 
Fruits, Leaves, and the Stalks or Trunks of Plants, 
this general Rule is to be obferved^ which is that they 
be cropt in their perfeft Maturity. 

Singjfee miao fays. That the ancient Phyficians, fol- 
lowing this Paflage of the Text of Chin nongj which 
relates to the manner of gathering and preparing the 
Drugs and Medicinal Simples, and ufing them accord- 
ing to the prefcribed Method,out often Padents to whom 
they adminiftred Phyfick they cured eight or nine. 

But the modefn Phyficians being ignorant of the 
time of gathering and colJefting Simples, as well as 
of the Nature of the Soil wherein they grow, and not 
knowing whether they arc old or new, full of Juice 
or empty, out of ten Patients that they take in hand 
they cannot fct one half on their Legs. 

Ma Ubi fays there are a great many People who abuft 
the Pradticeof drying Drugs in the Shade : For inftance 
if they take the tender Horns of a Deer which juft be- 
gin to fprout, and dry them in the Shade they will cor- 
rupt, but if they are dried at the Fire they will fucceed.. 

In Ihort the Roots of the Trees and Herbs, which 
are gathered before the ninth Moon, ought to be dried 
in the Sun ; and thofe which are gathered after that 
time ought to be dried in the Shade. 

Li cbe tchin lays. That as the fame Plants are different 
among themfclves, on account ot the diverfity of the 
Soil, or growing in the North or South, and accord- 
ing to the different times in which they fpring up, and 
with reference to the Roots and Stalks, fo the times and 
manner of gathering and preparing them ought to be 
different, which is according to the Opinion of Cong Ubi 
yoy which he cites in this place. Widi 
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With'rcgard to this there is a common Proverb in 
the Market of Kia inoUy the fenfe of which is very 
juft, viz. That thofc-who purchafe Drugs and Medi- 
cines ought to haye two Eyes, and that one is fufficieht 
for thofc that adminifter them, that is the Phyficians ; 
and that thofe who take them from the hand of a Phy- 

fician have need of none at all. 

The T Y.XT. 

With refpedt to Drugs and Medicines there is a 
method of knowing the Quality of the Earth orSoil 
' in which they grow, and to difcern the true from the 
' falfe, the new from the old. 

COMMENTARY. 

Hong king fays, That all forts of Drugs or .Medicinal 
Simples have a particular Soil in which they grow. 

Tfong cbe fays. That when you make ufc of Drugs 
you muft have a regard to the Nature of the Land 
from whence they arc brought, and then you may ufe 
them with greater Judgment. 

Cao^ fpcaking of Drugs new and old, mentions fix 
forts which ought to be kept long to have a good tfkGt 
in Medicine ; and fays afterwards that all the reft ought 
to be frcfh and new, according to the Opinion of • 
Hong king 9 but he mentions feveral others, among 
which is the Tai boang^ or Rhubarb, which he pre- 
tends to be better, and to have greater ftrength when 

it is old than when it is new. ♦ 

The TEX T. 

Drugs and Medicinal Simples, as their Nature is 
• different, ought to be prepared in different manners ; 
on this account fome are proper to make Pills, and 
others only fit to be pounded and reduced into Pow- 
der ; fome kinds are to be boiled in Water, and others 
infufcd in Wine ; others again are to be fried in Oil or 
Fat ; for inftance the Uterus of a Sow, fome kinds 
may be prepared feveral ways, and others ought ne- 
ver to be given with Wine or any other Potion : In 
fhort, to avoid errors in this matter, there muft be 
regard had to the Nature of each kind. 

COM- 
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COMMENTARY. 

Hong king fays. That according to the diverfity of 
Diftempers Medicines mull be adminiftred either in 
Pills, Powder, or Potion, or mixed with Wine, or 
in the form of an Eleduary that is prepared and boiled, 
or fried with Fat, 

Hoa to fays. That among Diftempers fome are to be 
cured with liquid Medicines, others with Powders, 
others again with Catharticks, and others with Emc- 
ticks ; and laftly that fome are cured with the Affiftance 
of Sudorificks. 

Liquid Medicines are proper to cleanfc the Entrails, 
and give a freedom to the Motion of the Blood, put- 
ting j/i ?sAyang into a juil Temperament : Pills fenre 
to diflipatc Wind and cold Indilpofitions from the 
Body, to open Obftruftions, and to convey the nou- 
riffling Juice into all Parts. 

Medicines given in Powder drive away the Malig- 
nity of the Air, Cold, Heat, and Humidity ; they 
cure the Obftruftions of the Vifcera^ keep the Body 
open, and are friendly to the Stomach. 

In Diftempers which require Catharticks, the neg- 
left of them caufes a Fulnefs of the Belly and Inteftines, 
and a Swelling near the Region of the Heart. 

In thofe where Sudorificks are ufed, if the Patient 
is not made to fweat all the Pores of his Body will 
be fliut up ; he will be very uneafy, the Motion of the 
Spirits will be interrupted, and he will certainly die. 

When Emeticks are neceflary, ^nd. the ufe of them . 
is omitted, this negled: puffs up the Region of the 
Breaft, makes Refpiration difficult, hinders the Nou- 
rilhment from being conveyed to all Parts of the Body, 
and at length is the caufe of Death. 

Cao fays that liquid Medicines or Decoftions are 
proper for curing dangerous Diftempers: Medicines 
in Powder are proper for fudden Difeafes : Pills are 
for the Cure of flow Diftcmper3, which are a long time 
in breeding. 

Medicines 
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Medicines prepared by Maftication were formerly 
in vogue, that is before proper Inftruments were in- 
vented to cut and reduce them fmall : They then chew- 
ed with their Teeth the Simples they defigned to ufc, 
fqueezed out the Juice and gave it to the Patient : This 
fort of Preparation ferved to facilitate the motion of the 
Humours *up ward, and to diftribure them more eafily 
throughout all the Veffels. 

As often as the Cure of any dangerous Diftemper 
is attempted, the Drugs defigned for ufe fhould be 
boiled in Wine to deprive them of their Humidity ; 
there fhould likewife be an Addition of green Ginger 
to re-eftabil(h the natural Heat, as alfo large Jujubes 
to diffipate Wind and Cold, together with white Onion 
to expeftorate Phlegm from the Lungs. 

When the tMedicines are defigned to operate on 
the primcB via only, and evacuate Humours contained 
in the Stomach and Vifcera^ they muft be reduced into 
fine Powder, and mixed with Hony : When they 
are of a Nature and Tafte ftronger than ordinary, the 
Medicines in Powder need only to be mixed with hot 
Water ; but when their Nature and Tafte is more ex- 
quifite they fliould be boiled, and given to the Patient 
along with the Sediment : To diffipate or evacuate 
vifcous Humours from the lower Belly Pills are made 
ufe of, but they ought to be large, round and fmooth ; 
they fhould be of a moderate fizc for the upper Belly, 
and very fmall for the Breaft. 

That they may defcend whole into the Stomach, and 
take up a longer time before they are diflblved, they 
may have a thin covering of Glue ; and to prevent 
them from paffing off too foon they fhould be given 
with Wine or Vinegar. 

Tuenfou fays. When the Seat of the Diftemper is 
the Head, Face, or Skin, the Drugs defigned for ufe 
ought to be boiled in Wine ; if it is between the Na- 
vel and the Neck they need only to be wafhed in Wine, 
but if the Diftemper rcfides in the lower BeUy they 

may 



4 



478 T^e General History of f 

may be ufed unprepared i thofe however, which are o^ \ 
a cold Nature, ought to be foaked in Wine, and then 
dried to prevent them from doing any Mifchief. 

The TEXT. 

When you undertake the Cure of any Diftemper 
you ought firft to examine all the preceding Symp- 
toms, as well as the prcfent : If you find none of the 
five Vifcera exhaufted, nor any Irregularity of the 
'^ Pulfe, nor the radical Moifture or natural Vigour 
diflipated, you may fet the Patient on his L^s by 
the Afliftance of Medicines. 

When once the Diftemper is formed you muft not 
expcdt to cure above half the Patients you under- 
take ; but when the Difeafe is dangerous it is very 
difiicult to find an efficacious Remedy. ^ 

COMMENTARY.* 

Hong king fays, Unlefs a Phyfician, however skil- 
ful he may otherwife be, carefully attends to the 
Voice and Complexion, how do you think it is poflible 
from the Pulfe only to know if the Pcrfon be diftem- 
pered or not ? 

Li cbe tchin fays. That in the firft Age the Ancients 
prepared Medicines, but feldom ufed them their 
Health was fo pcrfed: : That in the middle Age Virtue 
being degenerated and Strength decayed, when any 
Difeafe arofe, often thoufand Perfons who took Me- 
dicines,there was not one that did rfot recover his former 
Health : And that as fen: the prefent time Medicines are 
ufed, which are of a malignant and poifonous Quality, 
for the Cure of Difeafes when they lurk within •the 
Body ; and Caufticks, fliarp Inftruments, and Matches 
to drive away the Diftemper when it is external,and that 
yet all thefe Inventions bring no great Advantage, fcfr. 

Chunyny fays, There are fix .forts of Diftempers 
which they cannot heal : The firft fort is of the Prc- 
iiimptuous or Haughty, which will not hearken to 
Reafon : The fecond fort is of the Covetous, who 

take 
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take greater care of their Riches than of their own 
Bodies : The third fort is of the Poor, who want the 
common NccefTaries of Life : The fourth fort is of 
thofe who have the Tn ^dyang irregular : ^ The fifth 
fort is of fuch, who on account of their extreme 
Weaknefs, and want of Flefh, are not fit to take any 
.fort of Remedies : The fixth is of thofe who give 
credit to Quacks and Impoftors, and have no Faith 
in regular Phyficians. 

Tfong che fays, There . are fix Faults which Per- 
fons generally fall into in Medicinal Affairs : The firft 
is'a want of Examination and Search after the Caufes 
of Diftempers : The fecond is the want of Confidence 
in the Phyfician on the part of the Patient : The 
third is the want of Regard and Attention to a proper 
Opportunity : The fourth is want of Prudence in the 
choice of a good Phyfician : The fifth is the want of 
Difcernment in difcovering the Patient's Difeafe. [The 
lixth is wanting in the Original.] 

There arc eight things which fhould be carefully 
obferved in Diftempers, viz. Fulnefs or Inanition, 
Heat or Cold, internal Caufes of Diftempers or ex- 
ternal, and the Region wherein they refide, namely 
whether outward or inward. 

Every time a Diftemper is examined regard muft 
be had to the Air, the Colour and the Pulfe of the 
Patient, as well as to'his Strength and the Condition 
of his Fleffi, Bones and Skin ; and even to his Dif- 
pofitions and Paflions, . 

If the Patient has a Pulfe not ufual to the Diftem- 
per, and the Phyfician has no other way of finding 
out his true Difpofition, how is it poflible he fhould 
give him fit Medicines ? Thus there is a great Error 
generally adhered to among rich Perfbns, viz. when 
the Women are fick they keep them clofe, and fliut 
up behind the Curtains, and prefent their Arms to the 
Phyfician covered with a fine Silk, with a defign that 
they may find out their Diftemper : 1 have heard it 

faid, 
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faid, that there are fome who will not fuffcr a Phyfician 
to touch their Arms in this manner, but only a filkcn 
Thread faften'd to the Wrift, on which the Phyfician 
is to lay his Hand at a confiderablc diftance. 

71^ T E X T. 

When they make ufe of Medicines, which havefbme 
malignant or poifonous Quality to cure Diftcmpers, 
it is proper to begin firft with a fmall Dole, not big- 
ger than a fmall grain of Millet, and then it nlufl be 
left off till it is known whether the Difeafc is con- 

auered or not ; if not the Dole muH be doubled : If 
lis has no fuccefs the Dole muft be increafed very 
confiderably : In fliort the Quantity, which is pre- 
cifely neceflary for the Cure of Diftempers, is the juft 
Mcafurc or Dofe of thcfe fort of Remedies. 

COM ME N T A R Y. 

Hong king fays. That among Medicines made ufe of 
at prefent there are but two forts of Simples which 
have a venomous Quality : If you make iifc of them 
you muft take about the bignefs of a Pea, called Pa 
Uouj agreeably to what is faid in another Place of the 
Text of this Book. 

If you ufe a fimple Remedy uncompounded, and 
of a poifonous Quality, you ought not to take at once 
more than a Pill of the bignels of a Grain of Sima or 
Gergelin. 

If you ufe Medicines compofed of two things, one 
of which is of a poifonous Quality, take two Pills at a 
time of the bignefs of a Hempfeed. 

If you make ufe of Medicines compofed of three 
things, one of which is poifonous, take three Pills of 
the bignefs of a Pea called Hou tern. 

If you employ Medicines compofed of four things, 
one ot which has a poifonous Quality, take four Pills 
of the bignefs of a Pea of the fort called Siao teou. 

If 
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If you ule Medicines compofcd of five things, and 
of which one has a poifonous Quality, take five Pills 
of the bignefs of a large^Pca of the kind called Ta teou» 

If you employ Medicines compofcd of fix things, one "^ 

of which being of a poifonous Quality, take fix Pill* 
of it of the bignefs of a grain of the Tree called Tong 
chuj and thus of other Medicines compofed of fcven^ 
eight, nine or ten things, according to the number of 
which the Patient ought to take the lame number of 
Pills, and all of the bignefs of a grain of the Tree 
Tong cbuj in which regard muft be had to the weight 
as well as the fize. 

Tong cbefzys, Thattho* this Rule be certain, yet re- 
gard muft be had to the Age and Conftitution of the 
Patient ; to his prefent Difpofitionj that is whether 
there be a Plethora or an Inanition, and if the Diftem- 
per be new or inveterate : It is neceflary likewifc ~ 
to examine the degrees of Malignity in poifonous Me- 
dicines when they are made ufe of : In fhort we muft 
not obftinately adhere to the letter of this Rule on all 
occafions, but it muft be moderated as different Gir- 
cumftances require. 

The T EXT. 

Diftempers proceeding from a cold Caufe require 
warm Medicines, and thofe which proceed fi-om a hot 
Caufe cold Medicines : In thofe wherein the Food is 
not well digefted Catharticks and Emeticks arc pro- 
per 5 malignant Tumours and Swellings of the Belly, 
if proceeding fi^om Worms or other Infefe, are healed 
with Medicines that have a venomous Quality : Im- 
pofthumes, Abfcefles and other Tumours, are cured 
with Remedies proper for Wounds. 

Diftempers or Diforders caufed by Wind and Hu- 
midity, that IS by certain cold Humours, require poi- . 
fonous and moift Remedies : In fliort each Medicine 
ought to be proportioned to the Diftempcr for which 
it is made. 

Vol. III. I i COM- 
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COMMENTARY. 

Hong king iays, That tho* the Remedies, that is every 
one in particular, be limple they are generally ufed 
to cure more than ten forts of Diftempers ; but great 
regard muft be had to the Virtue and principal Property 
of each. 

Li che tcbin fays. That there are Medicines of which 
the Tafte and Smell, that is the Qualities, have great 
Strength, and others whpfe Qualities are weak : There 
are fome which operate gently, and others with vio- 
lence : In the determination of the Dofe regard muft 
be had to the Strength of the Patient, i^c. 

In Diftempers proceeding from Heat the Heat miift 
be mitigated ; in thofe proceeding from Cold the Cold 
muft be removed •, in thofe proceeding from moderate 
Cold, the Cold ought to be difperfed, and in thofe that 
proceed from moderate Heat it is neceflary to remove it. 

In Diforders of the Breaft and of the Diaphragm, 
it is proper to take Remedies after Eating : In thofe 
whole Refidence is beneath the Heart and Stomach 
the Medicines muft be taken fafting ; as for diofc 
which refide in the four Veflels of the Members the 
Medicines muft be taken in the Morning fafting ; 
and in thofe which have their Seat in the Bones jand 
Marrow, it is neceflary to take the Remedies after a 
full Meal, and in the Evening. 

Hong king lays. That among Remedies Ibmc are to 
be taken in Wine, and fome in Water or Rice-Gruel ; 
fome are to be taken infufed cold, and others when, 
they are hot : Thofe fort of Medicipes that are taken 
in a Draught may be either taken at once or feveral 
times : Medicines that are taken in a liquid Form, 
and boiled, are taken either after they have boiled a 
longer or fliort time : In Ihort that every kind of 
Medicine has its particular Preparation. 

Cao fays, that fuch was the wonderful pradice of 
the Antients in adminiftring Mtdiciocs, that when 

. the 
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the Scat of the Diftcmpcr was in the upper PartSj the 
Dole was repeated feveral times, and was fmall in 
quantity ; but that if the Diftemper refided in the lower 
Region they likewife repeated it feveral times, but the 
Ddfe or Quantity was much greater ; fmall Dofes are 
proper to moiften by little and little the upper Region, 
and large Dofes ferve to moiften and re-eftablifh the 
lower Parts. 

In fliort every time that we meet with thefe words 
in the Receipts, Fen tfai fou fan fou^ redouble and re- 

{)eat the Dofe, it ought to be underftood with re- 
ation to the difpofition of the Patient, his Strength, and 
the dangeroufnefs of the Difeafe, according to which 
the number of the Dofes ought to be diminilhed or 
increafed, without adhering to that Rule too obfti- 

nately. 

The TIL XT. 

The principal Diftempers arc caufed fome by 
the Winds, and others by Colds : There are others 
wherein the Cold and Heat fucceed each other by regu- 
lar Intervals, and of this kind are intermitting Fevers, 
among which are the tertian and quartan : Befides this 
there are Diftempers in which are found Diforders of 
the Heart, Naufeas and Vomitings : There are be- 
fides a fwclling of the Belly, Diarrhoea, Tenefmus, 
Conftipation or hardnels of the Belly, fuppreflion of 
Urine, and a Dyfury, difficulty of Breathing, the 
Jaundice, Indigeftions, Obftrudtions and Oppilations, 
Vertigo, Epilepfy, Frenfy, Quinfy, Apoplexy, 
Pains of the Teeth, Deafnefs, Dimnefs of Signt, feve- 
ral ibrts of Abfcefles, Tumours and Impofthumes : 
The feveral forts of Diftempers, want of Strength and 
Spirits proper to Men, and the feveral forts of Diftem- 
pers proper to Women, ^c. 

COMMENTARY. 

Hon^ king fays, That among all forts of Difeafes, 
which give way to Medicines, if wc (peak only pf 

I i 2 thofe 
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thofe that are caufcd by Cold, and which arc of the 
kind of Chang han^ one may reckon above twenty 
various forts which have Signs and Symptoms different 
from each other. 




An ExtraB of the Pen tfao of Leang Tao Hon 
King, intitledy Ming y pic Lou. 

Of the Preparation of Remedies. 
The TEXT. 

'tXT'ITH refpcftto the preparation of Drugs or 
^^ Medicines ufually taken in Pills or Powder, it 
is neceflary firft of all to cut them into very fmall 
.dices, then dry them, and afterwards pound them; 
fome are to be pounded fcparately, and others toge- 
ther ; in which there muft be regard had to the Prc- 
fcription of each Receipt. 

There are certain kinds, which being of a moift 
nature, ought to be taken in a greater quantity ; and 
when they are dried they are to be pounded very fine, 
and then dried over again ; and to this purpofe, if 
the Weather is moift and rainy they muft be put upon 
a gentle Fire, and afterwards pounded, but not till 
they are grown cold again. 

COMMENTARY. 

Zi cbi tching fays. That all forts of Drugs and Me- 
dicines, taken from Trees or Herbs, and efpecially 
thofe that are Strengthners, ought not to be prepared 
with Iron-Utenfils, but a Copper- Knife muft be made 
ufe of, or one made of Bamboo : There arc even fome 
who are afraid of Utenfils of Coppery befidcs, ac- 
cording to the diverfity of Pills and Powders that are 
to be prepared, it will be proper to make ufe of Mor- 
tars or fcvcral fertst)f -Stones-, 

Tbi 
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'The TEX T. 

To fift the pounded Drugs, which are to be taken 
in Pills or Powder, it is neceflary to make ufc of 
Searces or Sieves made of thin Stuff, called 7cbong mi 
kiuen : After which what is palled through the Scarce 
is to be again put iiito the -Mortar, and it muft be 
beaten with a Peftle feveral hundred times more, till 
the Powder be impalpable and uniform. 

There arc, certain kinds, which Ijeing oily like 
Almonds, or the Kernels of Apricots, ^c. ought^ to ' 
be put over the Fire, and rolled till they are brown, 
after which they are tOx be pounded in the Mortar ; 
when thefe kinds begin to be well pounded fome pro- 
per Powder is to be added, which muft be beat and 
mixed together : Then they are all to be pafs*d thro* 
a Sieve madp of the Stuff called Kingfou kiuen^ after 
which it is to be returned into the Mortar and beaten 
again till it be entirely equal and uniform. 

As for liquid Remedies, called Tang^ they are pre- 
pared with a gentle Fire, and boiled very flowly; 
the quantity of Water is the fame as prefcribed in 
the Receipt : Generally there are twenty Leang^ or 
Ounces of Drugs, to one Meafure of Water, which 
muft be boiled away to four Chtng. 

If the Medicine be an Em^tick or Purgative, the 
quantity of Water in proportion fhould be kfs, and 
the juice of the Drugs greater. 

As for reftorative Medicines, or cordial Draughts, 
it is neceflary to take a greater quantity of hot Water, 
and lefs of the juice of the Drugs. 

In ihort we ought not to take too much or too 
little of either ; the whole muft be ftrained thro' a 
piece of new Cloth, which is to be prefled by two 
Men between two pieces of Wood j afterwards the 
Decoftion muft be fuffered to fettle in order to free 
it from the Fasces, which will go to the bottom, 
and it muft then be kept in a Vcflcl clofe flopped, 

I i 3 Nq 
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No kind of Medicine, when it is* hot, fhould ever 
be put into Iron-Veflels ; when the Medicines of this 
fort are to be taken by the Mouth they are to be 
boiled by Jittle at a time 5 when they are taken hot 
they are eafy to be fwallowed, but when they are cold 
they turn the Stomach. 

COMMENTARY, 

Tcin tfai fays. In liquid Medicines, wherein Wine is 
made ufe of, it is neceflary that it Ihould be hot. 

Li che tchin lays. That that which is related in the 
Text is according to the antient method ; for at pre- 
fent in liquid Medicine^ they put two Cups of Water 
to one Ounce of Drpg, increafing or diminifhing this 
Quantity in proportion as the Dofe of Drugs is in- 
creafed or diminiftied. 

If to a large Dofe of Drugs you put but little Wa- 
ter it will not fuffice to extraft all the Virtue, and on 
the contrary if to a fmall Dofe of Drugs you put a 
great deal of Water,, it will enervate the Virtue of 
the Drugs. 

Generally fpeaking all Remedies that are prepared 
over the Fire will not admit Utenfils of Copper and 
Iron, but if it be poffible they fhould be of Silver, 
and when the Drugs are to be wafhed, of Earth. 

The Veflels in which Medicines are to be kept 
fliould be well ftopt, and committed to the keeping of 
careful People : In the boiling of Medicines regard 
muft be had to the degrees of Fire, that there niay be 
no Error either of defeft or exccfs : The moft proper 
Fire is that made of Reed and Charcoal : The Water 
ought to be foft, cool, and newly drawn, whether it 
be River or Well- Water. 

In liquid Medicines, prepared over the Fire, the 
Receipt mufl be exaftly followed, and it will be ne- 
ceflary to confult the Treatife upon Waters : As for 
Sudorificks they ought to be prepared over a large 
Fire, and given hot : Purgatives ought to be preparal 

over 
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over a large Fire, and boiled till they appear a little 
yellowifli y it is neceffary to give them fomewhat hot. 

Medicines adminiftred in dangerous Diftempcrs, 
which proceed from a cold Caufe, or from the ex- 
haufting of the Tn, ought to be prepared over a great 
Fire, and boiled very quick, and given very hot to 
the Patient : If it be in the time of great Heats, and 
the Tn be entirely abforbed, the Medicine ought to be 
cooled in frefti Water before it be given to the Patient. 

ThePhyfician Ki pe fays, That the Spirits arefufcep- 
tible of more or lefs •, that the Habit of the Body is 
ftrong or weak ; that the curing of Diftempers is 
fometimes quick and fometimes flow : On this ac- 
count among the Receipts fome are great and fome 
fmall. 

The fame Author fays likewife, that fome Difeafes 
are diftant and fome near ; ^nd of their Symptoms or 
Indications fome are internal, and fome external ; like- 
wife the Dofes of the Medicines are ftrong or weak : 
Near Diftempers are cured by the Ki fangy or odd 
Receipts, and thofe which are diftant by the Ngheou 
fangy or even Receipts; the Receipts called Kifang 
are never ufed to procure a Sweat, and the Nghecu 
fang are never employed in Purgations. 

When there is a defigri to re-eftablifh the Strength 
of the upper part of the Body, and cure any Diftem- 
per which refides there, they make ufe of Hoangfang^ 
or flow Receipts ; and when the lower Region is to 
be ftrengthened, and the Diftempers which have their 
Seat there are to be removed, it will be ncccflary to 
ufe the Kifangy or quick Receipts. 

The T Y.XT. 

To drive away the near Diftempers, in the firft 
place make ufe of Ngheou fang^ or even Receipts ; and 
in the fecond place of the Ki fangy or odd Receipts, 
in fuch a manner, however, that the Dofes may 
be fmall j and on the contrary, to cure diftant Dif- 
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eafes, uie at firft the Kifang^ or odd Receipts, then 
the Ngbeou fang^ or even Receipts, bqt let the Doles 
be large : The Medicines taken in large Dofes are to 
be taken feldom, ancf on the contrary fniall Doles 
ought to be often repeated ; the moft frequent ought 
not to be repeated above nine times, and the leaft fre- 
quent fhould not be taken above once ; where the 
Ki fang^ or odd Receipts, are not fufficient to remove 
the Diftemper, make ufe of the Ngbeou fang^ or even 
Receipts ; and when the Ngbeou fang^ or even Re- 
ceipts, are not fufficient, ftrengthen them with fon)c 
forts of Drugs or Medicines, which for their cooling 
or temperate Qualities have moft rdacion to the prcr 
fcnt Diftemper. 

COMMENTARY. 

By near Difcafes we arc to underftand thple which 
have their Seat inwardly, and by diftant Dileales thole 
which have their Seat outwardly. 

Fafjg ping pretends. That fhe firft are thofe whicfi 
have their Seat in a neighbouring Part, iiich as the 
Lungs or Heart, and that the fccond are thofe which 
have the Seat in fome diftant Part, fuch as the Liver 
Or Kidneys. 

The fame Fang ping f^ys, That among the Vifcera 
fome have their Situation above, and fome below j 
that among the Entrails fome are diftant, arid others 
are near ; that the' Symptoms or Indications of Di- 
Jlempefs are either internal or external, that the Me- 
dicines are to be taken in ftrong or weak Dofes, that 
the Receipts relating to Drugs or fimplc Medicines are 
called Ki fang^ ahd thofe which are of compound 
Drugs or Medicines, are called Ngbeou fang ; the Li- 
yer and the I^idneys are counted diftant ; the Spleen 
and Stomach are faid to be in the middle, t?^. 

The Ki fang^ or odd Receipts, have an odd number 
in their Weight and Mcafure, and the Ngbeou fang 
mye the even : When you treat of Diftempers, which 
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have their Seat in any neighbouring Part, make ufc 
of the Ngbeou fangy and repeat them feveral times 5 
and when you take thofe in hand, which refide in a 
diftant Part, ufe the Kifang or odd Receipts 5 ,but 
fhefe ought not to be too often repeated. 

If a piftemper has its Seat in the Lungs the Pa- 
tient is to take nine feveral Dofes ; if it be in the 
Heart he is to take feven 5 if it be in the Spleen five 
will be fufficient ; if it be in the Liver he is to take 
no more than three, and if it be in the Kidneys one is 
enough : This is the common Rule that ought ge- 
nerally to be pbfcrved. 

In the taking of Medicines the fmall Dofes are 
preferable to the large: Drugs which have no malig- 
nant quality are preferable to thofe- which have ; and 
the fmall Receipts are better than the large, £5?^. 

Li che tcbin fays. If the Diftcmper is non-natural, 
or caufcd by fome bad quality of the external Air^ in 
order to a Cure, fuch Medicines muft be ufcd as will 
preferve the Habit of the Body in its ufual Reftitude ; 
and if the Diftemper is natural, and proceeds from 
fome mternal Caufe, it will be neceflary to make ufe 
of auxiliary Medicines, or fuch as by their hot or 
cold qualities have the greateft relation to the Di- . 
(temper, that is when the Heat is concentred in the 
lower Region, by reafon of fome unnatural Cold 
which occupies the upper Region,, then the Medicines 
to be made ufe of mould principally be compofed 
of fuch as are of a cold quality, but there ought fome 
to be added that are of a hating nature ; and thus 
the Heat concentred beneath the Diaphragm being dif- 
perfed by means of the Simples, which are of a cold 
quality, which are the Bafes of the Compofition, the 
Cold which occupies the fuperior Region will be like- 
wife diffipated by means of the Simples of a warm 
nature which are added thereto. 

But if on the contrary the Diftetnper is caufed by 
Cold concentred below, and by an unnatural Heat 

which 
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In Diftetnpers wherein difFerenc Indications or Symp- 
toms are obierved» and wherein coofequently the Caufe 
of the Difeafc is not Ijogl^, thofe Receipts ought not 
generally to be ufcd wherein there is only one or two 
' kiiids of Drugs. 

The fecond fort of ST/i/^nfjOr great Receipt, is 
that wherein the Dofe is ftrong, and is not repeated ; 
and this fort of Receipt is proper to cure Diften^pers 
which have their Seat in the Liver and the Kidneys, 
diat is in the more diftant Parts, and in the lower 
Region, &r. 

Tfong tcbif^ fays. That the Siaofangj or fmall Re- 
ccipt^ is of two forts, the firft is compoied of three 
kinds of Drugs, one of which is of the firft Order, 
«id the two others of the fecond •' In Diftempers where- 
in there is no Complication of divers Symptoms, and 
wherein the Caule of the Diftempcr is confequcntly 
fingle, one may ufe Receipts compounded of two kinds. 

The fcccMid fort of the Siaofang^ or fmall Receipt, 
is that whereof the Doie is unsJl) and is not to be 
often repeated : This Receipt is proper for Di^empers 
which have their Seat in the Heart, Lungs, and up- 
per Region of the Body ; it is ncceflary to proceed 
by litrie and little, and very flowly. 

Ouanfm fays, That the Situation of the Liver and 
Kidneys is at a dilbince : Thus to cure Diftempers 
which have their Seat in the V iftera, inftead of uling 
Medicines which ftiould be often repeated, the Vir- 
tue of thefe forts of Medicines being Qow, and not 
being able to penetrate in a fliort time to the lower 
Region^ it is neceflary to ufe thofe the Dofe whereof 
is large, and not often repeated, for they operate more 
Jpeedily, and quickly penetrate to the lower Parts. 

On the contrary the Heart and the Lungs being 
near, when there is a defign to heal Diftempers re- 
fiding in thefe Vifccra, inftead of ufuig Receipts which 
are not often repeated, and whofe Virtue being fpeedi- 
Jy exerted, and tending downwards, wijl not ftay in 
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the upper Parts, it is ncceffary to take them which 
are fmall in quantity, and are often repeated? This 
is much the fame as the Aphorifm of Ouang ping. 
" In Diftempers of the Lungs repeat the Dofc nine 
•* feveral times, in thofe of the Heart feven times, in 
•* thofe of the Spleen five times, in thofe of the Liver 
" three times, in thofe of the Kidneys once is fuffi- 
•« cient. 

The Phyfician Ki'pe fays. That if you would reftore 
and ftrengthen the upper Region, or cure any Diftem- 
per rcfiding there, make ufe of the Hoang fangy or 
flow Receipt i but if you would ftrengthen the inward 
Region, or drive away any Diftemper fituated there- 
in, make ufe of tht Kit fang ^ or fpcedy Receipt. 

The Kit fang^ or fpeedy Receipt, is that whofc 
Drugs have Qualities and Taftes very energctick; 
and the Hoangfang is that whofe Drugs have Quali- 
ties and Taftes exceeding weak : Thefe fevcralTorts 
of Medicines muft be ufed according as the Diftemper 
is near or at a diftance« 

V^ngping^ difcourfing upon thisSubjeft, fays that 
if the JDiftemper has its Seat in the Kidneys, the Spirits 
.of the Heart are defr6live ; therefore the Patient muft 
make ufe of the Kiifang, or fpeedy Receipt, and not 
fatigue the Heart any long time by the Repetition of 
Medicines, the Medicines proper for Difeafes of the 
Kidneys abating the force^f the Heart, and rendering 
it more weak in prc^rtion to the quantity that is 
taken over and above. 

Vnn fou fays upon this Subjedb, That the Sages «r 
Mafters of Medicine, when they nriake ufe of Reme- 
dies to reftore the Health of the upper Region, take 
a (pecial care not to excite any Difbrder in the lower 
Region ; when they endeavour to cure the lower Re- 
gion they take great care not to difturb the upper, and 
when they endeavour to re-eftaWiih the middle Re- 
gion they are likewifc attentive not to diforder the 

upper 
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upper and lower : ^fong tching diftinguiflies five forts 
of the Hoang fangj or flow Receipts, (^c. 

Vangfou lays. That the Drugs, which have a ftrong 
Tafte, partake of the Tn ; and thofe of a weak Tafte 
partake of the Tang^ proceeding from the Yn ; for 
this reafon the former are proper for Catharticks, and 
the latter to open Obftruftions* 

The Drugs whofe qualities arc ftrong partake of 
the Yang^ and thofe whofe qualities z,\t weak of the 
Yn^ proceeding from the Yang : For this reafon the 
former are proper to diffipate Heat, and the latter to 
promote Sweating. 

Hao cou fays, That the Hoang fang ^ or flow Receipt, 
fervcs to cure Diftempers where the Caufe is internal, 
and it carries the Medicine to the Root ; and the 
Kit fang y or quick Receipt, fcrves to cure Diftempers 
proceeding fi"om internal Caufes, and it carries the Me- 
dicine to the outward Parts: Both the outward and 
inward Parts, and the Diftempers wherein Sweats and 
Purgatives are neceflary, have the Receipts as well 
flow as fpeedy : %fong tching diftinguiflies four forts of 
Kit fang. 

Vang ping (d,ys^ThSitihtKi fang is a Ample Receipt, 
or without Compofition. 

Tfong tching fays. That there are two forts of Kifang : 
The firft is that which has but one Ingredient ; this 
Receipt is proper to cure Diftempers which have 
their Seat in fome near Part, as the upper Region of 
the Body : The fecond is that whereof the number of 
the Drugs that compofe it is unequal or c^dd, proper 
to the Yangj viz. one, three, five, feven- or nine ; 
and this fort of the Ki fang is ufed and given when 
Catharticks are neceflary, and not when Sweating is 
to be procured. 

Tfong tching lays. That there are three forts of 
the Ngheou fang^ or even Receipt: The firft 
is compofcd of two kinds of Drugs 5 the fecond 
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iscompofed of two. ancient Receipts:, Thefe two 
forts of the Ngbeou fang are proper for Diftem- 
pers which have their Seat in the lower Region of thq 
Body, and in fome diftant part ; and the third fort of the 
Ngheoufan^ is that when the number of Drugs, which; 
compofc it, is one of the numbers proper to 2», and 
even, viz. two, four, fix, eight,, and ten ; and this 
fort oi Ngheoufang is proper to promote Sweating^ 
but not to purge. 

Vang tdi pu fays. That in Sudorifick Remedies;, if 
the Ngheoufang is not made ufc of, or even Receipts^ 
the Virtue of the Remedy will not be ftrong enough 
to pafs to the outward Parts ; and in Catharticks, if 
the Kifang is notufed, or uheven Receipts, the malig- 
nant Quality which is in thefe kinds of Remedies 
operates with too much violence ; the rcafbn of this 
is that Purgation is eafy, on which account the Am- 
ple Receipt, the Strength of which is weak, is 
fufficient \ but Sweating being generally difficult to be 
promoted the Receipts that are made, ufc of for that 
purpofe ought to be compounded, and of fufficient . 
-Strength. 

jfiS^/fays, That when one cannot cure a Diftcm- 
per by the Kifang or odd Receipts, recourfe muft be 
had to the Ngheou fang^ or even Receipts ; and this 
method is called Tchongfang^ or double Receipts. 

Haocou fays. That if .you cannot cure a Diftemper 
by means of the Kifang or odd Receipt, make ufe of 
the Ngheoufang or even Receipt; andTif with the 
Ngheoufang you cannot gain your end, ufc the Ki'i 
fang ; and this manner of managing Difcafcs is called 
fouj or double : On this is founded an Aphorifm, 
the purport of which is that in certain Diftempers 
wherein ten reftorative or corroborative Medicines 
have been ufed, and only one Cathartick, without 
any Amendment, it will be neceffary to employ fe- 
veral Catharticks, and only one Reftorative ; befides 
this, for inftancc in a Diftemper caufcd by unnatural 
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Cold, if the Pulfe U Itke that which is ufuatly in 
Piftcmpers caufed by Wind ; or if on the contrary 
In a Diftempcr caufed by Wind, tha Pulfe is like that 
in Diftempcrs caufed by unnatural Cold, infocfiuch 
that the Pulfe does not anfwer to the Patient's Difteth- 
per, you muft treat the Patient according to the me-^ 
thod of Fmfang or the double Receipt. 
' Ffom uinng fays. There are three forts of Feu fang 
or double Receipts % the lirft is compofed of two, 
three, or more Receipts % the fecond is compoled of . 
a determinaK Receipt, and feme other Simples 
-which are added thereto ; the third is that wherein 
ikit Simples which enter into the Compofiuon, are of 
an equal quantity. 
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